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R O U N D - U P
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has assigned the government to prepare for launching a new age in management and providing government services through the comprehensive development of the state machinery. The President stressed the importance of taking advantage of transferring the government to the new administrative capital to achieve the goals of the smart government through the use of modern tools and scientific techniques in management and avoiding the negative aspects which were common in the past years. 

-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Sunday conferred the Nile collar order on Saudi Minister of State for African Affairs Ahmed Abdel Aziz Qattan in appreciation of his efforts in promoting Egyptian-Saudi relations during his 14-year term of office as the kingdom's ambassador in Cairo.

-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said Sunday that Egypt managed to overcome many challenges dealing with national security and foreign political files during the past years in line with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi's directives.

-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt has called for updates over British investigations into the death of an Egyptian 18-year-old student, who was beaten outside a shopping mall in the UK in February and later passed away, the foreign ministry said Sunday.

-------------------------------------------------------

Presidential elections will take off Monday between incumbent President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Leader of Al Ghad Party Moussa Moustafa Moussa. Elections will run for three days starting Monday. Some 13.706 voting stations will open doors Monday for 59,78,138 eligible voters. Lasheen Ibrahim, the Chairman of the National Election Authority NEA said the voting process will be held in full neutrality and fairness as it will be supervised by18,000 judges. He said judges are keen to supervise elections which conform with Egypt's distinguished place. 

-------------------------------------------------------

Head of the Cabinet's Information and Decision Support Center (IDSC) Hossam El Gamal said Prime Minister Sherif Ismail Monday will lead a central operations room to follow up the elections process.
-------------------------------------------------------

Parliament Speaker Ali Abdel Aal said the high turnout by Egyptians in voting in the presidential elections would give a clear message on the solidarity of the Egyptian people behind their political leadership.
-------------------------------------------------------

Deputy Foreign Minister Hamdy Sanad Loza Sunday held a meeting with a delegation of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), currently visiting Egypt to follow up presidential elections. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Deputy Foreign Minister Hamdy Sanad Loza held Sunday a meeting with a delegation of the Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD), currently visiting Egypt to follow up presidential election, scheduled to start Monday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Former assistant foreign minister Mokhles Qutb has urged the Egyptian people to take part in presidential election starting Monday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Heads of the Arab League and African Union election follow-up missions, Hayfaa Abu Ghazala and Abdoulaye Diop, respectively, met at the Arab League headquarters Sunday to discuss final preparations for following up the presidential vote due to begin Monday and run for three days.
-------------------------------------------------------

Pope Tawadros II, Pope of Alexandria and patriarch of Saint Mark Diocese has urged Egyptians to intensively take parting elections. He said he hopes that elections will reflect the will of the Egyptians and the people. He said taking part in voting is equal to defending the homeland. He said in the coming years, we shall reap the fruits of achievements made during the past years.

Bracing for the presidential elections, military troops have been deployed to polling stations to secure the voting process. 
-------------------------------------------------------

The official in charge of the security media center of the Ministry of Interior has said the ministry provided telephone numbers ( 24863447 – 26843200) for citizens to inquire about their polling stations or report any problems hindering the presidential election process which kicks off Monday and runs for three days.
-------------------------------------------------------

The State Information Service has slammed a number of foreign media outlets for ''propagating" a story by The Times, in which a British journalist said she was deported from the country.

In a statement, the SIS criticised the foreign media outlets for reporting on claims in a Times article by correspondent Bel Trew in which she said she was deported from Egypt in February after being arrested while carrying out interviews in Cairo.

-------------------------------------------------------

Speaker of the House of Representatives Ali Abdel Aal returned home on Sunday wrapping up a five-day visit to Geneva.
-------------------------------------------------------

In another context, Abdel Aal discussed with Speaker of the Algerian People's National Assembly Abdelqader bin Saleh ways and means of coordinating the stances of Egypt and Algeria to support the nomination of parliamentarian Mostafa el Gendy to chair the Pan-African Parliament (PAP) during election due to be held in May.
-------------------------------------------------------

The House of Representatives' Arab Affairs Committee denounced on Sunday Turkey's occupation of the Syrian Afrin city and its military interference in Northern Iraq.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Legislative and Constitutional Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives rejected requests to lift the parliamentary immunity of three MPs for not meeting the requirements. 

-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt’s Grand Mufti Shawqi Allam hailed on Sunday the deep-rooted relations between Egypt and Pakistan.
This came during a speech at the Cadet College Lahore where he noted that the two countries are facing the same challenges, calling for continuing consultations and exchanging expertise to confront terrorism.
-------------------------------------------------------

Chief of the Syndicate of Journalists Abdel-Mohsen Salama has denied reports that Secretary General Hatem Zakaria has resigned due to a crisis at the syndicate's board.
-------------------------------------------------------

Six terrorists of the Muslim Brotherhood group were killed on Sunday in a firefight with policemen in Behira governorate.
In a statement, the Interior Ministry said that a probe carried out by the Egyptian Homeland Security revealed that the terrorist cell, led by a Brotherhood leader now at large in an Arab country, was involved in targeting the Alexandria police chief on Saturday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Senior security leaders and officials in Alexandria took part in a military funeral of Aly Galal, a driver, and conscript Abdullah Mohamed, who had been killed in a terrorist attack in the Mediterranean city Saturday. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of the Interior Magdy Abdel Ghafar asserted his ministry's keenness on serving the citizens' interests and cooperating with them in saving their time and efforts through controlling traffic problems.
-------------------------------------------------------

An Alexandria court on Sunday ordered Undersecretary of the Health Ministry in the Mediterranean city Magdy Hegazy to be remanded in custody for additional 15 days pending investigations over bribery charges.
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Sports Khaled Abdel Aziz has said on Saturday that Cairo is in talks to obtain the broadcast rights of at least 24 World Cup matches for Egyptian television.

When asked during an interview with Egyptian TV channel ON E if Egypt would let local viewers watch the World Cup on Israeli channels like in 2014, Abdel Aziz replied: "Egypt will also broadcast at least 24 matches of the competition."

-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt's Mohamed Salah will stay at Liverpool, even if Real Madrid come calling, a British paper said on Sunday.
Liverpool's chiefs are ready to hand him a bumper new deal worth £200,000-a-week after a stunning first season at Anfield, Mirror said.
-------------------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail issued a decision, on Sunday, to reform the board of directors of Egypt’s Financial Supervisory Authority (EFSA), which was published in the official gazette. 
The decision appoints Mohamed Omran as Chairman of the Board, with members including two deputies, one of the deputies of Central Bank of Egypt’s governor and Vice Minister of Finance Mohamed Maait, among others. 

-------------------------------------------------------

SAIC Motor of China considers a factory project in Egypt, a key step that will boost the automobile industry in the country, according to the Trade and Industry Ministry.   
The project was mulled by Trade and Industry Minister Tareq Qabil at a meeting with a delegation of the Chinese automobile manufacturer, currently visiting Egypt, said the ministry in a statement.
-------------------------------------------------------

Transport Minister Hisham Arafat and Petroleum Minister Tareq el Molla, on Sunday, laid the foundation stone of a multipurpose station at Damietta Port.   
They also inaugurated an expansion of the operations center at the port.  
-------------------------------------------------------

The Environment Ministry organized a ceremony in Cairo Tower on Saturday evening marking the Earth Hour in which lights are switched off to spotlight climate change.
The event was attended by Environment Minister Khaled Fahmi and a host of his ministry's senior officials along with a number of public figures.
-------------------------------------------------------

The US dollar exchange rate went up at major banks on Sunday.
The dollar price was stable recording LE17.55 for buying and LE17.65 for selling at the National Bank of Egypt and Banque Misr.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Consumer Protection Agency (CPA) has leveled charges against Orange Telecom Solution Security Co. for violating consumer protection law no. 67 for 2006. 
The company advertised a product for saving electricity and energy which turned out to be a hoax, head of the Agency Atef Yaaqub said on Sunday.
-------------------------------------------------------

In the presence of Military Production Minister Mohamed El Assar, the first batch of a leadership program graduated on Sunday. 
Forty workers of the various sectors of the Military Production Ministry had attended the course in question.  
-------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------

MAIN STORY
NEW AGE OF MANAGEMENT, PROVIDING GOVERNMENT SERVICES

SISI DIRECTS GOVERNMENT TRANSFER TO THE NEW ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL

SISI CONFERS COLLAR OF THE NILE ON QATTAN

SISI HAILS QATTAN'S EFFORTS IN BOOSTING RELATIONS WITH SAUDI ARAB

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has assigned the government to prepare for launching a new age in management and providing government services through the comprehensive development of the state machinery. The President stressed the importance of taking advantage of transferring the government to the new administrative capital to achieve the goals of the smart government through the use of modern tools and scientific techniques in management and avoiding the negative aspects which were common in the past years. 

The President stressed the importance of achieving maximum benefit from the National Academy for youth training and qualification to serve as a bridge to the state leading posts. 

The President gave these directives during a meeting Sunday with Prime Minister Sjherif Ismail and Minister of planning, follow up and administrative reform Dr Hala El Saeid.

Presidential spokesman Ambassador Bassam Rady said the meeting dealt with underway efforts for transferring to government and its employees to the New Administrative capital. The Minister of Planning submitted an elaborate plan for this purpose.

For her part, The Minister of Planning said that her ministry had formed workshops to regulate the transfer of public servants to the New Administrative Capital.

She noted that the real economic growth rate surged in the second quarter of 2017/2018 fiscal year to 5.3 percent, while the unemployment rate decreased to 11.3 percent.

She also talked about the framework of the 2018/2022 comprehensive development strategy, which is based on going ahead with the economic and social reform program and expanding infrastructure projects nationwide. 

She said Trade balance deficit dropped by more than 15% adding net foreign exchange reserve registered $ 42.5 billion by the end of last February. The official spokesman said the Minister of planning submitted an elaborate report on the latest developments of the National Academy for youth training and qualification and the executive steps which have been taken in connection with the academy. The minister also submitted a planning for the additional training programs that will be carried out by the academy.

Sisi confers collar of the Nile on former Saudi Ambassador

 President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Sunday conferred the Nile collar order on Saudi Minister of State for African Affairs Ahmed Abdel Aziz Qattan in appreciation of his efforts in promoting Egyptian-Saudi relations during his 14-year term of office as the kingdom's ambassador in Cairo.

Qattan had exerted extensive efforts during his mandate, as Saudi Arabia's Ambassador and Chief delegate to the Arab League, to develop bilateral relations.

The former ambassador to Egypt received the Nile collar order during a meeting with President Sisi at the end of his tour of duty in Cairo, Presidential Spokesman Bassam Rady said.

The Saudi minister conveyed to President Sisi the greetings of King Salman bin Abdel Aziz and Crown Prince and Deputy Prime Minister Mohamed bin Salman. He underlined significance of the strong historical relations between the two countries expressing his country's keenness on expanding all domains of cooperation, he added.

Shoukry: Egypt succeeded in overcoming national security challenges

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said Sunday that Egypt managed to overcome many challenges dealing with national security and foreign political files during the past years in line with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi's directives.

During a meeting with members of the Egyptian Council for Foreign Affairs, the minister reviewed the most important axes of the Egyptian foreign policy, pointing out that Egypt has already restored its regional role in a way that secures its interests despite tensions in some parts of the region.

Foreign ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said the minister reviewed Egypt's vision towards some regional and international files and developments topped by the Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, Egyptian-African relations and ties with Russia, the US and the European Union, in addition to developments in Syria, Libya, Palestine and anti-terrorism efforts. 

The spokesman said Minister Shoukry mentioned that Egypt, thanks to the foreign policy drawn up by President Sisi, managed to maintain the independence of the national decision, commitment to International law principles and good neighborly relations.

Egypt asks UK ambassador for updates on investigation into death of Egyptian teenager

Egypt has called for updates over British investigations into the death of an Egyptian 18-year-old student, who was beaten outside a shopping mall in the UK in February and later passed away, the foreign ministry said Sunday.

"The foreign minister's assistant for European affairs, Amr Ramadan, received the UK’s ambassador to Egypt, John Casson, affirming Egypt's stance on getting detailed updates on investigations being carried out by the British authorities into the death of Mariam Moustafa," ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said. 

Ramadan said Egypt wants to know the motives behind the assault on Moustafa to make sure that people behind the attack are arrested and held accountable.

Moustafa, a college student, was attacked by a group of women on 20 February outside Nottingham's Intu Victoria Shopping Centre.

She was taken to hospital, but died last week; an initial post-mortem investigation was inconclusive.

The assistant foreign minister also hinted during the meeting at the importance of expediting forensic procedures to determine the causes of death accurately, while updating the Egyptian side on medical reports related to Moustafa since her referral to the hospital following the attack.

Separately, Abu Zeid said in the statement that Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry ordered the Egyptian consulate in London to hire an independent expert mandated with following up with procedures made by the British forensics authority and prepare an independent report over the causes of death.

Egypt's demand comes few days after British police investigating the death of Mostafa said the assault on the teenager was not racially motivated, despite initial claims to that effect, and that a number of suspects have now been identified.

Moustafa's death has sparked anger at home, with MPs criticizing the British police for the conduct of the murder investigation and alleging that racial motivations or medical negligence led to her death.

Chairman of the Parliament's Human Rights Committee Alaa Abed said Sunday he met with British police officials to follow up development of investigations into the brutal murder of 18-year-old Egyptian student Mariam Abdel Salam in Nottingham in the United Kingdom.

"What happened to this girl will not go unnoticed. The perpetrators and negligent will never get away with this crime," he said in statements to reporters.

The attention given to the attack by satellite channels across Britain has succeeded in gaining the sympathy of people in the kingdom with the deceased girl and her family and calling for punishing the heedless at Nottingham Hospital where she was admitted after the attack, he said.

The Egyptian embassy in London is following up the government and independent forensic medicine reports through a forensic doctor to be hired by the embassy in the case, he said, pointing out that it is necessary to know how negligent the hospital had been since the attack.
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS TO BE LAUNCHED MONDAY

NEA: JUDGES ARE A SOURCE OF THE PEOPLE CONFIDENCE

ARMY AND POLICE TROOPS SECURE VOTING STATIONS

Presidential elections will take off Monday between incumbent President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Leader of Al Ghad Party Moussa Moustafa Moussa. Elections will run for three days starting Monday. Some 13.706 voting stations will open doors Monday for 59,78,138 eligible voters. Lasheen Ibrahim, the Chairman of the National Election Authority NEA said the voting process will be held in full neutrality and fairness as it will be supervised by 18,000 judges. He said judges are keen to supervise elections which conform with Egypt's distinguished place. 

He said elections will be followed up by 54 local organizations, 9 international organizations and 680 foreign correspondents.

Counselor Lasheen addressed a word to judges in which he expressed appreciation for their agreement to supervise elections adding history will remember judges determinations to observe neutrality and keenness to maintain neutrality. He said judges are the source of the Egyptian people's confidence. 

Out of their sacred mission to elevate the values of justice and righteousness, the constitution has assigned them to oversee the elections in Egypt especially the presidential one, he added.
Lasheen said he fully recognizes how the mission is tough, adding that the Egyptian judges are up to their responsibilities to enable the voters to cast their ballots in a free and fair atmosphere.

He said voting stations will open at 9 am and will run until 9 pm.

PM to preside over central operations room to follow up elections process - IDSC head

Head of the Cabinet's Information and Decision Support Center (IDSC) Hossam El Gamal said Prime Minister Sherif Ismail Monday will lead a central operations room to follow up the elections process.
Gamal said the room involves representatives for the ministries concerned who would follow up the process nationwide via video-conference.
Any obstacles that may face the elections process will be immediately handled, he noted.

Speaker: High turnout on voting Monday to give message on people's solidarity with leadership

Parliament Speaker Ali Abdel Aal said the high turnout by Egyptians in voting in the presidential elections would give a clear message on the solidarity of the Egyptian people behind their political leadership.
In statements on the fringe of his participation at the International Parliamentary Union (IPU) in Geneva, Abdel Aal called on all Egyptians wishing to enjoy stability and to have a modern society to take part in the elections and exercise their constitutional right.
Answering a question by MENA delegate on whether there is a relation between the timing of Alexandria explosion and the presidential elections, the Egyptian speaker said the occurrence of an explosion at such timing was expected given the reported statements issued by the terrorist Muslim Brotherhood group elements in Turkey which called for boycotting the elections.
The Egyptians are fully aware of such reckless and unreliable behaviors which can be countered by the intensive participating in the voting process, he added.
He also pointed out that Egyptian expatriates have given an honorable model by the way they have shown their patriotism and dedication to their homeland through their high turnout on voting in various world countries. 

Deputy FM meets OIC delegation on presidential polls

Deputy Foreign Minister Hamdy Sanad Loza Sunday held a meeting with a delegation of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), currently visiting Egypt to follow up presidential elections. 
The delegation, headed by Ambassador Nouria Al Hamami, was posted on the role of the Foreign Ministry in organizing the elections abroad and coordination with regional and international organizations, which will observe the three-day polls nationwide. 

Deputy FM meets CEN-SAD delegation on presidential election

Deputy Foreign Minister Hamdy Sanad Loza held Sunday a meeting with a delegation of the Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD), currently visiting Egypt to follow up presidential election, scheduled to start Monday.
In a statement, the Foreign Ministry said the meeting comes as part of efforts it exerts to coordinate with regional and international organizations willing to observe the three-day presidential polls.
The CEN-SAD delegation is made up of 18 people from eight African states. 

Ex-diplomat urges Egyptians to vote in presidential election

Former assistant foreign minister Mokhles Qutb has urged the Egyptian people to take part in presidential election starting Monday.
In a statement on Sunday, Qutb said the wide participation by Egyptians in the three-day presidential polls will send a strong message to terrorist groups that aim to undermine Egypt’s security and stability.
He also praised the outcome of the comprehensive strategy adopted by the state to eliminate terrorism in Egypt. 

Arab League, African Union missions meet to follow up elections

Heads of the Arab League and African Union election follow-up missions, Hayfaa Abu Ghazala and Abdoulaye Diop, respectively, met at the Arab League headquarters Sunday to discuss final preparations for following up the presidential vote due to begin Monday and run for three days.
Abu Ghazala conveyed to Diop, who is Mali's former foreign minister, the greetings of Arab League Secretary General Ahmed Abul Gheit and expressed keenness on exerting all efforts to guarantee the success of the mission.
She asserted the importance of the African Union's participation in the process upon an invitation from the Egyptian government and the National Elections Authority.

Pope Tawadros: taking part in elections is a homeland defense 

Pope Tawadros II, Pope of Alexandria and patriarch of Saint Mark Diocese has urged Egyptians to intensively take parting elections. He said he hopes that elections will reflect the will of the Egyptians and the people. He said taking part in voting is equal to defending the homeland. He said in the coming years, we shall reap the fruits of achievements made during the past years.

Spotlights on elections 

Bracing for the presidential elections, military troops have been deployed to polling stations to secure the voting process. 
Special units and paratroopers will also contribute to securing the polls. 
A military media center has also been inaugurated with the aim of following up local and international coverage of the vote. 
The center is connected with the media center of the Interior Ministry and the Cabinet's Information and Decision Support Center, and will be working around the clock.
The official in charge of the security media center of the Ministry of Interior has said the ministry provided telephone numbers ( 24863447 – 26843200) for citizens to inquire about their polling stations or report any problems hindering the presidential election process which kicks off Monday and runs for three days.
In a press release Sunday, the official said the decision to provide these phone numbers came upon the directives of Minister of Interior Magdy Abdel Ghaffar to facilitate the election measures.
The official pointed out that final preparations for the election have been accomplished.
Police troops, supported by elements of the army, have been deployed outside all polling stations in Egypt ahead of the presidential election.
Police HQs have taken all measures to secure the voting process, with troops positioned at major roads and vital sites. 
Checkpoints have also been set up to control all streets leading to the polling stations. 
Police patrols have also been seen at entrances to and exits of cities and on highways, main roads and terminals. 

Minister of Local Government Abu Bakr El Guindy has called on all Egyptians to cast votes in the coming presidential election which starts Monday and runs for three days.
In press statements, the minister said all final preparations for the election have been fulfilled in coordination with all quarters concerned with the election process.
He said an operation room has been prepared to follow up the vote round the clock to provide comfort for the voters and solve any problem hindering the process.
The minister pointed out that reports will be prepared during the election process to deal with any emergencies in coordination with the army and security agencies. 

Cairo Governor Atef Abdel Hamid said Sunday that the governorate has finished its preparations for the presidential elections and will follow up the process through a central operation room, linked with the competent authorities. 
Cairo's polling places are expected to receive 7,409,843 eligible voters, distributed among 1410 sub-voting stations , Abdel Hamid said in statements. 
All polling stations are protected by the army and security forces of the Ministry of Interior, he noted. 
The governorate guarantees commitment to the election silence period, the governor pointed out.
He pledged that utmost efforts will be exerted to provide for the needs of the voters and ease the voting process. 
Minister of Health and Population Ahmed Emad El Din issued directives to hospitals' officials to raise the maximum state of emergency round the clock to deal with any incident during the presidential elections. 
The minister's directives came during a meeting Sunday with senior officials at his ministry to review the final preparations for the vote. 
He said the emergency plan includes providing 2,400 equipped ambulances to be deployed near the polling stations.
Ministry spokesman Khaled Megahed said hospitals nationwide are now on a state of alert and have been provided with enough medicines, blood bags and medical staffers to face any contingencies. 
South Sinai governorate has taken all preparations for the presidential elections.
A statement released by the governorate Sunday said nine localities have made all preparations to provide the electoral stations with the necessary facilities to welcome the voters, especially the elders and people with special needs.
As many as 83,534 persons are eligible to cast their ballots in the governorate which includes 15 polling stations. 
Electoral stations were also established in various schools in the cities of El Tor, Abu Zeneima, Abu Rdeis, Ras Sedr, Sharm El Sheikh, Dahab, Nuweiba, Saint Catherine and Taba, added the statement. 
SIS decries foreign media coverage of Times journalist's deportation

The State Information Service has slammed a number of foreign media outlets for ''propagating" a story by The Times, in which a British journalist said she was deported from the country.

In a statement, the SIS criticised the foreign media outlets for reporting on claims in a Times article by correspondent Bel Trew in which she said she was deported from Egypt in February after being arrested while carrying out interviews in Cairo.

The SIS described her account as "launching an unwarranted attack in an unprofessional workmanlike manner against the so-called ‘oppression of freedom of the press, opinion and expression in Egypt.’”

The SIS said Trew, who was accredited with the Egyptian press centre, violated Egyptian law and regulations governing the work of foreign correspondents in Egypt by not applying for a temporary press card from the press centre, which they said were required as "due to technical reasons" the 2018 press cards had not yet been issued. 

Trew, the state body said, "has not applied to the press centre to issue a temporary card," citing this as a violation of Egyptian law.

It also accused her of practicing journalism without a permit 40 days after the press centre began to issue the temporary IDs, and said she used while reporting her story "video and photography equipments without having the necessary permits from the relevant authorities through the press centre", citing this as a second violation of Egyptian law.

"As a result of these two flagrant violations, the Egyptian relevant authorities took its decision to deport the British journalist, by virtue of text of articles 13 and 19 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which has been ratified by Egypt and in conformity with which Egypt has issued its code on entry and stay of foreigners," it said.

Trew was working on a story on the issue of illegal migration shortly before she was arrested, interrogated, and then driven to Cairo airport to take a flight to London, she wrote.

"I am on a list of ‘undesirable people’ and if I attempt to return I will be re-arrested. I can’t go back to my home for seven years. Nobody can explain why," Trew wrote.

The SIS affirmed its keenness on the freedom of press and expression, which it said was underscored by the number of accredited foreign correspondents in Egypt.

SIS also said that Egypt has not deported a single foreign correspondent since the January 2011 Revolution "despite the difficult circumstances the country has been witnessing ever since."

It said that the freedom of press and expression for all foreign correspondents in Egypt was guaranteed by the Egyptian constitution.

"The State Information Service considers this statement, besides being a clarification of the truth, a response and a correction of what some foreign newspapers and media outlets accredited in Egypt have published in this regard," the statement concluded.
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PARL. SPEAKER RETURNS HOME AFTER TAKING PART 
IN "IPU" GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN GENEVA

Speaker of the House of Representatives Ali Abdel Aal returned home on Sunday wrapping up a five-day visit to Geneva.
During his visit, Abdel Aal took part in meetings of the general assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), held in Geneva on March 24-28, as a representative of the Arab parliamentarian group.
The meetings took up a flurry of issues related to boosting cooperation among the parliaments around the world for achieving development, as well as combating terror and extremism.
The meetings also tackled exchanging visions on the political, economic and social crises worldwide.

Egypt, Algeria Discuss Supporting Nomination of Mostafa el Gendy in "PAP" Election

In another context, Abdel Aal discussed with Speaker of the Algerian People's National Assembly Abdelqader bin Saleh ways and means of coordinating the stances of Egypt and Algeria to support the nomination of parliamentarian Mostafa el Gendy to chair the Pan-African Parliament (PAP) during election due to be held in May.
This came during a meeting held between both officials on the sidelines of the 138th round of the European Parliamentary Union (EPU) held in Geneva.
In post-meeting statements, Abel Aal praised the historical ties between Egypt and Algeria.
He said that the Algerian parliament speaker asserted his keenness on boosting cooperation between both countries and supporting Egypt in the PAP's elections.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PARL. COMMITTEE LAMBASTES TURKEY FOR INTERFERING IN SYRIA, IRAQ

The House of Representatives' Arab Affairs Committee denounced on Sunday Turkey's occupation of the Syrian Afrin city and its military interference in Northern Iraq.
The committee called on the United Nations (UN) and the Security Council for an immediate action obliging Turkey to withdraw its forces from Syria and Iraq.
Further, the committee called on world powers, especially the US, Russia and their allies, to assume their responsibilities regarding Turkey's flagrant violation of the two countries' sovereignty.
In recent years, Turkey has embarked on many "suspicious" policies aiming at supporting and funding terrorism and sheltering terrorist groups that wreaked havoc in Syria, Iraq and Libya, the committee stated, warning that supporting these policies by some international human rights and media organizations would eventually throw the region into an all-out war.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PARL. REJECTS REQUEST TO STRIP MP MORTADA MANSOUR OF IMMUNITY

The Legislative and Constitutional Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives rejected requests to lift the parliamentary immunity of three MPs for not meeting the requirements. 

This came during a closed meeting for the committee chaired by the deputy head of the committee MP Nabil Al-Jamal to discuss requests from the Attorney General and the Administrative Prosecution to lift the immunity of some MPs.

The committee rejected the request of the Attorney General to lift the immunity of MP Mortada Mansour, president of al-Zamalek Sporting Club over a libel case filed against him by from Mamdouh Abbas, the former president of Zamalek, because the request didn’t meet the requirements.

The Committee also rejected a request to lift the immunity of MP Ahmed Mohamed Badran, submitted by the Administrative Prosecution over some irregularities that have since been reconciled.

The committee rejected the request of the Attorney General to lift the immunity of MP al-Sayed Abdel-Al, for failing to meet the legal requirements required to lift immunity.

The deputy head of the committee MP Nabil al-Jamal said in statements to reporters that the reports submitted against the MPs are malicious and that they have been rejected adding that a report would be presented to the general session of parliament under the chairmanship of Ali Abdel-Aal, the speaker of parliament next week.

AL-AHRAM & AL-GOMHURIA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
GRAND MUFTI LAUDS DEEP-ROOTED TIES BETWEEN EGYPT, PAKISTAN

Egypt’s Grand Mufti Shawqi Allam hailed on Sunday the deep-rooted relations between Egypt and Pakistan.
This came during a speech at the Cadet College Lahore where he noted that the two countries are facing the same challenges, calling for continuing consultations and exchanging expertise to confront terrorism.
He also hailed the soldiers who are sacrificing themselves for the sake of their nations, adding that scholars and intellectuals are also sacrificing themselves in their intellectual war against terrorism and extremism.
Allam also hailed Pakistani scholars’ efforts in which they issue fatwas that rejected and condemned violence, extremism and terrorism.
He lauded the Egyptian and Pakistani armies over their war against terrorism and violence. The Grand Mufti also prayed to Allah to support the Egyptian and Pakistani armies to eliminate the enemies of their nations.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NO CRISIS, NO RESIGNATION AT SYNDICATE OF JOURNALISTS: SALAMA

Chief of the Syndicate of Journalists Abdel-Mohsen Salama has denied reports that Secretary General Hatem Zakaria has resigned due to a crisis at the syndicate's board.
"There is no crisis and there was no resignation," Salama told MENA.
"There was a minor difference that was resolved," he added.

MENA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
INTERIOR MINISTRY: 6 TERRORISTS INVOLVED IN TARGETING ALEXANDRIA POLICE CHIEF KILLED

Six terrorists of the Muslim Brotherhood group were killed on Sunday in a firefight with policemen in Behira governorate.
In a statement, the Interior Ministry said that a probe carried out by the Egyptian Homeland Security revealed that the terrorist cell, led by a Brotherhood leader now at large in an Arab country, was involved in targeting the Alexandria police chief on Saturday.
Three of those killed in the shootout were wanted on charges of joining the Hasm militant wing of the Muslim Brotherhood, the statement read.
Four firearms, six explosive charges and four magazines were found at the site, the statement read.
The terrorist cell was assigned by Brotherhood leaders abroad to carry out terrorist attacks in Alexandria, Behira and Kafr el Sheikh governorates to terrorize citizens, according to the statement.
The supreme State Security Prosecution opened a probe into the incident and a manhunt was launched to arrest the remaining fugitives, the statement concluded. 
Alexandria police chief Maj. Gen. Moustafa el Nemr had survived a car bombing that targeted his convoy near the northern military zone in Roshdi in the east of Alexandria Saturday, killing one of the convoy drivers and a conscript.
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SENIOR OFFICIALS LEAD FUNERAL OF VICTIMS OF ALEX. TERRORIST ATTACK

Senior security leaders and officials in Alexandria took part in a military funeral of Aly Galal, a driver, and conscript Abdullah Mohamed, who had been killed in a terrorist attack in the Mediterranean city Saturday. 
The funeral took place at the El Qaed Ibrahim Mosque with worshippers chanting against terrorism and calling for revenge. 
Alexandria police chief Maj. Gen. Moustafa el Nemr led the funeral. 
A booby-trapped car had targeted the convoy of Nemr near the northern military zone in Roshdi in the east of Alexandria, killing one of the convoy drivers and the conscript. 
Five others were wounded in the attack.
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INTERIOR MINISTER ASSERTS KEENNESS ON SERVING CITIZENS' INTERESTS

Minister of the Interior Magdy Abdel Ghafar asserted his ministry's keenness on serving the citizens' interests and cooperating with them in saving their time and efforts through controlling traffic problems.
The minister's remarks were made during a meeting with Cairo security chief and the head of the traffic department. 
Discussions covered ways and means of overcoming traffic problems as well as the possible solutions to end traffic jams on the main roads of Greater Cairo.
He also affirmed that security and traffic police patrols need to be intensified on roads and highways to ensure the flow of traffic and maintain the citizens' safety and security.

AL-AHRAM & MENA
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SENIOR HEALTH OFFICIAL REMANDED IN CUSTODY OVER BRIBERY CHARGES

An Alexandria court on Sunday ordered Undersecretary of the Health Ministry in the Mediterranean city Magdy Hegazy to be remanded in custody for additional 15 days pending investigations over bribery charges.
Hegazy was arrested while receiving a bribe from a doctor to transfer him into a distinguished health department in Alexandria.

ALL PAPERS &MENA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT IN TALKS TO OBTAIN WORLD CUP BROADCASTING RIGHTS: 
SPORTS MINISTER

Minister of Sports Khaled Abdel Aziz has said on Saturday that Cairo is in talks to obtain the broadcast rights of at least 24 World Cup matches for Egyptian television.

When asked during an interview with Egyptian TV channel ON E if Egypt would let local viewers watch the World Cup on Israeli channels like in 2014, Abdel Aziz replied: "Egypt will also broadcast at least 24 matches of the competition."

"We are on the verge of making a deal in which we get the broadcast rights officially. We will announce the details as soon as we write the contracts, which will be within days," he added.

The minister said that the cost would be around $42 million, divided between more than one country, and Egypt will be paying between $6 and $10 million.

FIFA stated recently that Qatari TV network BeINSPORT "is the exclusive Media Rights Licensee for the Middle East and Northern Africa region," rubbishing reports linking the Israeli Broadcasting Corporation with World Cup broadcasts in Arabic for the wider region.

Egypt, who are seven-time African champions, have qualified for the World Cup for the first time in 28 years and will be in Group A alongside hosts Russia, Uruguay and Saudi Arabia.

"We will also provide streets with big screens to enable the people to watch the World Cup matches for free," Abdel Aziz said.

In 2014, many Egyptian viewers watched the World Cup on Israeli satellite channels that broadcast the games for free.

Egypt will face Greece in Zurich on Tuesday, before playing Kuwait, Colombia and Belgium in their final training camp prior to the tournament, which begins in June.

Egypt Ready to Face 'Heavyweight' Teams Ahead of the 2018 World Cup: Coach Cuper

In a related context, following their strong performance against Portugal in Friday's friendly ahead of the 2018 World Cup, Egypt coach Hector Cuper said that the Pharaohs are ready to face any of the heavyweight teams they may encounter in the gigantic competition.

A delightful goal from Mohamed Salah put Egypt on the verge of a famous friendly win over European champions Portugal, only for Cristiano Ronaldo to head home twice during stoppage time, one with the help of video replay.

However, despite Egypt's 2-1 loss, Cuper said that the overall performance was encouraging for both players and supporters.

"Despite losing the game, there is a feeling of pleasure with the Egyptians, because the players did their best during the game," Cuper told a television programme late on Saturday.

"Such friendlies always improve your ability to face heavyweight teams," he said. "No one wants to lose, but it was a tough lesson for the team that in the big games we have to make fewer mistakes.

"Our intention is clear to everyone, and we can compete with the heavyweight teams."

Egypt will face Greece in Zurich on Tuesday, before playing Kuwait, Colombia and Belgium in their final training camp just prior to the World Cup finals in Russia.

The Pharaohs, who have qualified for the World Cup for the first time in 28 years, will be in Group A alongside hosts Russia, Uruguay and Saudi Arabia.
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LIVERPOOL'S MO SALAH TO STAY IN PREMIER LEAGUE: REPORT

Egypt's Mohamed Salah will stay at Liverpool, even if Real Madrid come calling, a British paper said on Sunday.
Liverpool's chiefs are ready to hand him a bumper new deal worth £200,000-a-week after a stunning first season at Anfield, Mirror said.
Liverpool are aware of the Spanish giant’s intentions to rebuild this summer with some stellar signings – and Salah is high on their hitlist.
But the 25-year-old said "I like the Premier League. It suits my style and I love playing here".
Salah, unlike Philippe Coutinho who was desperate to join Barcelona, will not be tempted to join the Brazilian in La Liga.
After leaving Chelsea, and rebuilding his career at Roma, Salah is anxious to prove himself in the Premier League – and has told friends he’s staying in England.
And that will be a big boost for Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp, who will already be planning to build next season’s title assault, around the 36-goal Egyptian star.
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ECONOMY
EFSA's BOARD OF DIRECTORS REFORMED 

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail issued a decision, on Sunday, to reform the board of directors of Egypt’s Financial Supervisory Authority (EFSA), which was published in the official gazette. 
The decision appoints Mohamed Omran as Chairman of the Board, with members including two deputies, one of the deputies of Central Bank of Egypt’s governor and Vice Minister of Finance Mohamed Maait, among others. 

Carrying out of Development Projects in SCZONE Going Well: Mamish

On the other hand, MENA reported that carrying out of development projects at the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone) is going well, head of the Suez Canal Authority (SCA) Mohab Mamish said on Sunday. 
Speaking at a meeting of the SCZone board, Mamish said that negotiations to go into partnership with international ports based in Dubai for investment in Ain Sokhna entered final stages.
Efforts are underway to attract new investors to do business in Ain Sokhna, he added. 

56 ships transit Suez Canal

Fifty-six ships transited the Suez Canal on Sunday with a total cargo of 3.3 million tons, MENA reported. 
The south-bound convoy included 26 vessels carrying 1.6 million tons, while the north-bound convoy included 30 ships laden with 1.7 million tons, according to statistics of the SCA. 
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SAIC OF CHINA EYES FACTORY PROJECT IN EGYPT

SAIC Motor of China considers a factory project in Egypt, a key step that will boost the automobile industry in the country, according to the Trade and Industry Ministry.   
The project was mulled by Trade and Industry Minister Tareq Qabil at a meeting with a delegation of the Chinese automobile manufacturer, currently visiting Egypt, said the ministry in a statement.
Qabil reviewed investment privileges and incentives offered by a new business law in Egypt that is meant to promote full manufacturing instead of assembly lines. 
The minister assured the delegation that all required support and assistance will be offered to the Chinese company to enter the Egyptian market.
The team's talks in Cairo complete previous discussions Qabil had during a visit to China in September. 

He reiterated keenness on promoting the automobile industry in Egypt.
The factory that SAIC plans to establish in Egypt aims to meet local market needs and export to Arab and African countries that have free trade agreements with Cairo, said the minister.
He added that the Egyptian market will witness positive changes this year including an increase in percentages of local components in autos manufactured in Egypt.
SAIC's international cooperation department Chief Michael Yang said that the company's step had been triggered by confidence in the strength of the Egyptian market.
SAIC is China's largest automobile manufacturer, with a lion share of 23.3% of the exports, Yang noted.

 It produced 6.9 million cars in 2017, he further said.
He said that SAIC is currently seeking a dealer for its products in Egypt.
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MINISTERS OF TRANSPORT, PETROLEUM LAY FOUNDATION STONE 
OF MULTIPURPOSE STATION AT DAMIETTA PORT

Transport Minister Hisham Arafat and Petroleum Minister Tareq el Molla, on Sunday, laid the foundation stone of a multipurpose station at Damietta Port.   
They also inaugurated an expansion of the operations center at the port.  
The Egyptian government is keen on maximizing benefits of the naval transport system to help boost the national economy, said Arafat. 
He touched upon a clear strategy his Ministry is adopting with the aim of always upgrading Egyptian ports to be on an equal footing with international harbors. 
Worth LE1.3 billion, the multipurpose station is set to be complete within 18 months' time from the start of implementation, Arafat made it clear. 
Part of the project is about establishing a 630-meter long and 17-meter deep platform, the minister said, expecting an increase in the volume of trading by four million tons per year. 
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EGYPT PARTICIPATES IN EARTH HOUR

The Environment Ministry organized a ceremony in Cairo Tower on Saturday evening marking the Earth Hour in which lights are switched off to spotlight climate change.
The event was attended by Environment Minister Khaled Fahmi and a host of his ministry's senior officials along with a number of public figures.
Egypt participated in the event by switching off the lights at a number of touristic landmarks including the Pyramids, Sphinx, Cairo Tower, Bibliotheca Alexandrina and Citadel of Qaitbay along with some temples in Luxor and a number of hotels.
The darkness lasted for an hour, from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm, and was intended to mark Earth Hour, an annual event intended to shine a light on climate change.
Fahmi said that participating in the event aims at assuring Egypt's solidarity with the rest of the world in face of climate and international changes.
Egypt started to take part in the event in 2009 joining 88 countries to increase awareness about protecting the Earth from the negative effects of global warming and climate change, he said.
In Luxor, lights were turned out in a number of tourist sites in El Bar El Gharby to draw attention to the importance of protecting the environment and rationalizing consumption.
In Aswan, it went dark for an hour in a number of tourist places and candles were used to light them. 
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DOLLAR PRICE UP AT MAJOR BANKS IN EGYPT

The US dollar exchange rate went up at major banks on Sunday.
The dollar price was stable recording LE17.55 for buying and LE17.65 for selling at the National Bank of Egypt and Banque Misr.
The dollar exchange rate went up by two piasters recording LE17.59 for buying and LE17.69 for selling at the Commercial International Bank (CIB).
At Banque Du Caire, the price slid down one piaster to stand at LE17.57 for buying and LE17.67 for selling.
At Alexandria Bank, the dollar price rose two piasters, recording LE17.60 for buying and LE17.70 for selling.
The price at the National Bank of Greece also upped by two piasters, recording LE17.58 for buying and LE17.68 for selling. 
At Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank, the dollar exchange rate raised one piaster, recording LE17.61 for buying and LE17.71 for selling. 
At the Arab African International Bank, the rate stood at LE17.57 for buying and LE17.67 for selling. 

MENA
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CONSUMER PROTECTION AGENCY TO SUE CO OVER PRODUCT
The Consumer Protection Agency (CPA) has leveled charges against Orange Telecom Solution Security Co. for violating consumer protection law no. 67 for 2006. 
The company advertised a product for saving electricity and energy which turned out to be a hoax, head of the Agency Atef Yaaqub said on Sunday.
The company was marketing a three-year card that operates by US-German nanotechnology to save 30% of electricity and energy bills.
The agency contacted the Egyptian Electric Utility and Consumer Protection Regulatory Agency (EgyptERA) to check the product and carry out necessary tests to verify its efficiency. 

 The report has shown that the card is of no benefit and does not reduce electricity and therefore the prosecution has been notified.
Yaqoub urged consumers to be careful not to be misled by advertisements and to report such violations.
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1ST BATCH OF LEADERSHIP PROGRAM GRADUATED

In the presence of Military Production Minister Mohamed El Assar, the first batch of a leadership program graduated on Sunday. 
Forty workers of the various sectors of the Military Production Ministry had attended the course in question.  
The program is meant to form a task force, whose job it will be to hone skills of young leaders to be able to run the Ministry in the future, said Assar.
It is part of a State strategy to empower youth, he noted. 
Assar handed over certificates to the graduates and honored 21 ideal mothers, who work at the different companies and units affiliated with the Ministry. 
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS

TURKEY ATTACKS SINJAR AND PREPARES TO ENTER TEL RIFAAT  

Turkey’s president has announced the country is conducting operations in northern Iraq against Kurdish rebels it deems “terrorists.”

Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Sunday said “operations” have begun in Sinjar to clear the mountainous area of "terrorism", and that his state is not seeking to occupy it. 

Erdogan has vowed to extend the military operation along the Syrian border and the Turkish-led forces would take control of the town of Tel Rifaat.

He stressed out the need for the USA to take over Manbij, in northern Syria, from the hands of Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, fighters, and give the city back to its real people.

Many civilians have gathered in and around Tel Rifaat after Turkey seized control of Afrin, in the northeast of Syria. 

The United Nations said last week that around 75,000 people had been displaced to Tel Rifaat and surrounding areas from Afrin, and more were expected to come. 

AL-AHRAM, P. 17
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ON ITS INDEPENDENCE DAY, GREECE: WE'LL PROTECT OUR SOVEREIGNTY   

Greece stepped up its rhetoric against Turkish expansionist aims in the Aegean; as the Greek Defence Minister Panos Kammeno said, on Sunday, that any Turkish attempt to affect Greece's national territory would be crushed.

During celebrations of Greek Independence Day, President Prokopis Pavlopoulos said "We are a nation and peoples of peace, friendship and democracy ... But we are also a nation and peoples who will always defend the freedom, borders and national sovereignty of our country and our great European family.

On his Part, Foreign Minister Alexis Tsipras said "Turkey must realize that in the 21st century the prosperity and progress of a nation cannot be guaranteed with provocations and nationalistic rhetoric, but with mutual respect and collaboration with neighbors and the constant efforts to resolve issues".

Greece celebrated on Sunday the 197th anniversary of the start of war of independence from the 400-year rule of the Ottoman Empire on March 25, 1821 with a military parade in the center of Athens. 

Greek PM Urges Turkey to Honor Int'l Law

Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, on Sunday, sent a strong message to Turkey to stop its illegal activities in the Aegean and to respect international law, the Greek Ekathimerini newspaper reported.
Greece has the capacity to safeguard its sovereign rights and territorial integrity, Tsipras said.
Speaking on the issue of the two Greek soldiers detained in Turkey after accidentally crossing the border earlier this month, Tsipras said the government was making every possible effort to make sure they return home as soon as possible.
Tsipras made the call during a visit to Psara, an islet northwest of Chios in the eastern Aegean, on the March 25, 1821 anniversary of Greek independence from Ottoman rule.
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OPTIONS IN YEMEN ARE BETWEEN BAD AND WORSE: SAUDI CROWN PRINCE

Saudi Crown Prince, Defence Minister Mohamed Bin Salman said: “There are not good options and bad options. The options are between bad and worse”.

In an interview with the American Newspaper Washington Post, Bin Salman assured that Saudi Arabia had not passed up “any opportunity” to improve the humanitarian situation in the war-torn country.

On his Part, Defence Minister Adviser Maj. Gen. Ahmed Asiri said that the ties with USA are strategic, and there are many issues that are more important to address than Qatar. 

Addressing Euronews while in Paris, Asiri defended his country’s decision to lead an international coalition in the war against Yemen's Houthi rebels. As a bordering country, he said that Yemen was of “extreme interest” to Saudi Arabia.

Without intervention, he claimed there was a risk that Yemen would turn into the Libyan model “where there aren’t national institutions anymore.”

Over 30 Houthi Militants Killed, Injured in Clashes With Yemeni Army  

More than 30 Houthi militias were killed or injured in fierce clashes with the Yemeni national army in Bayda governorate in central Yemen, Yemeni field sources said on Sunday.
In statements to Al Arabiya news channel, the sources said the fierce confrontations took place between popular resistance forces and Houthi militias in southwestern the governorate.
The Yemeni national army backed by the Arab coalition air force restored Taiba camp, according to the news channel.

Saudi Air Defense Intercepts Missile over Riyadh

Saudi Arabia’s air force was able to intercept a ballistic missile above northeast Riyadh before it was able to land.
Al-Arabiya television which carried the news gave no further details
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OCCUPATION WARPLANES HIT HAMAS SITE IN GAZA

Israel Air Force jets attacked a Hamas military site in the southern Gaza Strip, after four Palestinians crossed into Israel and set fire to Israeli construction equipment near the border, announced an Israeli military source.

The source added that the Israeli forces will fortify presence, including deploying snipers and anti-riot officers, in Western Bank and residential units around Gaza Strip.   

On their part, Palestinian sources reported that the Israeli army struck a site of the Palestinian resistance in western Beit Lahia city in the north west of Gaza by two missiles. 
Meanwhile, Israel activated the Iron Dome and the sirens wailed across several settlements, according to The Jerusalem Post. 
"Everything is routine," said the Israeli army spokesman, "All of the alarms were triggered by machine gun fire in Gaza.

On the other hand, Hamas said, in a statement, that these Israeli attacks on Gaza aims to stop the mass anti-occupation marches due on Friday along the borders of Gaza.   

Israeli settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Tens of extremist Israeli settlers raided, on Saturday, Al-Aqsa Mosque, guarded by Israeli forces, coinciding with Israel preparing for offering Easter sacrifices in the Mosque.  

Meanwhile, Israeli security forces enhanced security measures ahead of Easter celebrations; deploying special forces and border guards in the old city of Jerusalem, and imposing more restrictions on Al-Aqsa's guards. 
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EDITORIALS & COLUMNS

THE MEANING OF ELECTION BOYCOTT

What could be the practical outcome expected by the persons calling for a boycott of the presidential election, now that they could be experienced, efficient and highly cultured people? wonders Ahmed Abdel-Tawwab in a column in al-Ahram on Monday.

They certainly do not suppose that their calls would have the slightest effect on the course of the election in accordance with the constitutional and legal rules, namely Article 143 of the Constitution and Articles 36 and 39 of the law on regulating presidential election.

Would the objectives of their boycott calls come down to only expressing their attitudes? Will this attitude be of any political good for them in future election if they continue to pursue this course of action?

Definitely there is some decayed heritage of repressing political activities, which accumulated over the centuries, and even proliferated with the contributions by geniuses of despotism one generation after another, but boycott of the election is not a nice option.

In an article in al-Ahram, Hussein Ramzy Kazem says the eligible voters are nearly 55 million, of which a category has already settled on a certain candidate, namely President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi, for a second term in office.

The Egyptian people, during President Sisi’s first term, managed to expand the Suez Canal in only one year and launch other achievements that are clear to everyone. Whoever did not get the fruits of development and reform, it would be enough for them that their offspring would get them.

We should be grateful for God that we have a president who realizes his responsibilities and the burdens of these responsibilities the people have entrusted him with.

The care for the people was so evident in the mind and work agenda of the president, who seeks alleviating the suffering off the Egyptians by building roads, bridges and tunnels.

The economic dimension and the tough standards of living of the citizens have never been far from the president’s interest.

The government has encountered the problem of price hikes with plans to support the low-income groups and offer basic consumer commodities at affordable prices.
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ERDOGAN LEADS THE IKHWAN TO MERCIFUL FATE

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has mediated to bring the fighters of the Muslim Brotherhood group from Eastern Ghouta, not because he loves Syria, which he actually wishes to see decimated, writes Mostafa al-Saeed in an article in al-Ahram on Sunday.

Erdogan essentially wants to bring the Ikhwan fighters out so as to build an army of his in the fashion of the Janissaries formed by Orhan Gazi, the second bey of the nascent Ottoman Sultanate, which have become the most formidable and bravest military forces worldwide.

Those Janissaries, meaning the “new army”, had played the most crucial part in the Ottoman conquests. Erdogan needs just this at present; the Ikhwan fighters show blind obedience and seek martyrdom and played the largest part in the occupation of the Syrian city of Afrin, killed and rendered homeless its inhabitants and advanced the Turkish forces to spare them any losses.

The missions to be offered to Erdogan’s janissaries are many, but on top of them come the elimination of Kurdish militants in Syria, Iraq and Southeastern Turkey mountains, which the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) is using as a base for its anti-Turkey operations.

Erdogan, however, is using the “Kurdish peril” game to conceal his real ambitions about occupying parts from Syria and Iraq, which he calls “safe zone”.

Erdogan has kept large numbers of refugees in order to recruit some for his neo-Janissaries, lend legitimacy to the occupation of any part of Syria under the pretext of sending back the displaced persons and threaten Europe with waves of refuges so as to blackmail it.

The tasks of the Ikhwanian janissaries in Erdogan’s plot are going beyond the Turkish borders and Turkey’s neighboring countries. He sends them to areas where he seeks to enhance his influence, including the Turkish military base in Qatar, with the aim of protecting the throne of its ruler, Tamim bin Hamad.

In a related column by Ahmed Abdel-Tawwab in al-Ahram, he said Erdogan is commencing his handling of some issues by brandishing the use of force against all laws and norms.

In recent weeks, his fleet waged a piracy operation to prevent the oil rig of Italy’s Eni, which has a contract with Cyprus to explore for natural gas in the Cypriot economic water, under the pretext that the so-called Turkish Cyprus state, recognized by no country except Turkey, has a share in this production!
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The three Cairo morning dailies give prominence to the presidential elections, due to kick off Monday and run for three days.  


Amidst  intensified security measures to protect the voters  and the ballot boxes, the presidential elections will start today between incumbent president Abdel Fattah El Sisi and  al Ghad Party nominee Moussa Moustafa Moussa.


Hours before the elections kick off, head of the National Election Authority (NEA) Lasheen Ibrahim said the presidential polls in Egypt will be conducted in line with strict constitutional and legal regulations to guarantee a fair vote and to protect the will of voters. 


Meanwhile, President Sisi voiced hope that the transfer of government offices to the New Administrative Capital would help improve the quality of public services offered to citizens.


During a meeting with Prime Minister Sherif Ismail and Planning Minister Hala el Saeed, Sisi said the new administrative capital will be equipped with the latest techniques to achieve goals of the smart government. The president also called for making use of the national academy for youth training and rehabilitation to prepare a new generation of young people to assume top posts in the future.


Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said Sunday that Egypt managed to overcome many challenges dealing with national security and foreign political files during the past years in line with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi's directives. This came during  Shoukry’s meeting with members of the Egyptian Council for Foreign Affairs.


Six terrorists of the Muslim Brotherhood group were killed Sunday in a firefight with policemen in Behira governorate.


In a statement, the Interior Ministry said a probe carried out by the national security sector revealed that the terrorist cell, led by a Brotherhood leader now at large at an Arab country, was involved in targeting the Alexandria police chief Saturday.


President Sisi Sunday bestowed the Nile Sash on Saudi Minister of State for African Affairs Ahmed Abdel Aziz Qattan in appreciation of his efforts in promoting Egyptian-Saudi relations during his 14-year term of office as the kingdom's ambassador in Cairo.


The implementation of development projects at the Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone) is going well, Head of the Suez Canal Authority Mohab Mamish said on Sunday. He added that negotiations to go into partnership with international ports based in Dubai for investment in Ain Sokhna entered final stages.


Transport Minister Hisham Arafat and Minister of Petroleum Tareq el Molla on Sunday laid the foundation stone of a multipurpose station at Damietta Port.  They also inaugurated an expansion of the operations center at the port.


Israeli jets pounded Hamas positions in Gaza overnight after Palestinians staged a cross-border raid into southern Israel, the military said early on Sunday.


Saudi Arabia’s air force was able to intercept a ballistic missile above northeast Riyadh before it was able to land.

















EDITORIALS:





Al Ahram editorial says that Egypt is exerting strenuous efforts for achieving stability at home and contributing to appeasing tensions and settling disputes in the region so as to achieve stability in the Middle East and North Africa, which certainly depends on Cairo.





Within this context, the Egyptian political leadership has set three important priorities, namely establishing the foundations of the state, confronting terrorism and upgrading the economy. Such priorities reflect a deep vision asserting that building the Egyptian state’s capability will; enhance Egypt’s status, and its role in achieving stability in the region.





Al Gomhuria editorially asserts that casting ballot in the presidential elections is a national duty.
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