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R O U N D - U P

AL-WATAN & AL-MASRY AL-YOUM
President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi Friday visited an air base in North Sinai, meeting members of the armed forces and police who are taking part in the counter-terrorism Operation Sinai 2018.

According to a military statement, the president expressed his appreciation for the national role of the Egyptian armed forces and police force in fighting terrorism in North Sinai, saying he will never lay Egypt subject to loss. 
* * * *

The President said the state institutions are assigned with preserving the state, its entity and existence adding he will not lay Egypt subject to loss or destruction indicating that through efforts of the Egyptians, Egypt will be rebuilt, more progress and prosperity will be achieved and hopes for a good future will be revived.

* * * *

US" Clarion Project" said dismissal by US President Donald Trump of former secretary of State Rex Tillerson and appointment of Mike Pompeo as new secretary of state has dismayed Terrorist Moslem Brotherhood group. The US institution said the appointment of a new secretary of state enhances the possibility of classifying Moslem Brotherhood as a terrorist organization.

* * * *

The National election Authority has intensified preparations for the Presidential elections announcing voting silence Saturday and Sunday as the voting will start Monday.

Counselor Lashin Ibrahim Lashin said the authority has provided all voting cards and logistical needs adding there are 13678 voting stations covering the Republic supervised by 18,678 judges assisted by 103,000 employees. 
* * * *

Counselor Samir Al bahay, the Chairman of the state council club said judicial supervision over the presidential elections is a national, and religious assignment and a message to all Egyptians confirming that judges are the shield of the homeland and citizens.

* * * *

Scores of Arab tribes in Halayeb and Shalatin said they will take part in the presidential elections in support of President Sisi. Women is Halayeb and Shalatin have also expressed willingness to take part in voting in support of President Sisi. They said in President Sisi era, many women have taken up ministerial portfolios.

* * * *

Amr Al Garhy,the Minister of Finance said the government is about to send the draft new state general budget to President Abdel Fattah El Sisi this week to review it. He said the draft budget will then be referred to the House of Representatives for endorsement. 
* * * *

Cairo and governorates have wrapped up preparations for the Presidential elections which will take off Monday. The Ministry of Interior has received 14,000 sub voting stations in preparation for holding elections.

The General Command of the Armed Forces Saturday announced that all arrangements are complete for organizing and securing the coming presidential elections that will kick off on Monday for three days.

* * * *

Media leaderships have called on citizens to intensively take part in voting.

Makram Mohamed Ahmed, The Chairman of the Media regulatory council hailed the accomplishments made by President Sisi adding Moslem Brotherhood cheated the people calling on citizens to take part intensively in elections.

* * * *

Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar has called on security leaderships to determine the identity of culprits involving in the attack on the director of Alexandria security Moustafa Al Nimr in which two policemen were killed and five others injured.

* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said the state has adopted a full dressed approach for dealing with current challenges which have been imposed by local, regional and international circumstances. 
He said the state did not resort to sedatives and did not promote false hopes and illusion.

* * * *

Police said they killed six Hasm terrorist group members believed to be behind an abortive assassination attempt on Alexandria’s security chief last Saturday, which left two policemen dead and several others injured. 
In an official statement, the interior ministry said the terrorists were killed Sunday dawn following a shootout in a residential apartment in Beheira governorate, around 89 kilometres from Alexandria which witnessed Saturday's attack.

* * * *

The Presidential election marathon starts Monday for three days in 13,706 voting stations throughout the republic. Competing in elections are incumbent President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Al Ghad Party leader Moussa Moustafa Moussa. Army and Police troops are assigned with protecting the will of the people. Some 18,620 judges will supervise the voting stations. Some 59,78,138 eligible voters are having the right to take part in voting. 

* * * *

Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa said in an interview with Russian NOVOSTI" l hope that turnout in elections with reach 50%.He said he hopes to win"

* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has conferred collar of the Nile on Ahmed Bin Abdel Aziz Qattan, the former Saudi Ambassador in Cairo and Now the Minister of African Affairs on the occasion of the end of his tour of duty.

* * * *

Egypt has called for updated information about the progress of British investigations into the death of an Egyptian 18-year-old student, who was beaten outside a shopping mall in the UK in February and later passed away, the foreign ministry said Sunday.

* * * *

Presidential hopeful and Ghad Party chairman Moussa Mostafa Moussa has met 11 Asian diplomats at a dinner banquet in the house of the Singapore ambassador in Cairo.

* * * *

Cairo International Airport security authorities have received 23 Egyptians deportees from Arab Gulf states over violating residence regulations and work permits.

* * * *

Minister of Petroleum Tarek El-Molla has crucially put end to the arguments about Egypt’s quota of Zohr gas field.

The rumours that have recently been spread over Egypt’s quota of the supergiant Zohr natural gas field have annoyed the Egyptians, said the Minister.

* * * *

Damietta Port Authority is involved in negotiations with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) to obtain a loan of USD 300mn in order to build a second container terminal at the Damietta Port. 

* * * *

The Qatar Diar has received offers from Egyptian Businessmen Naguib Sawiris and Yasseen Mansour to buy its investments in Egypt, Al Shorouk Newspaper said. 

Sawiris, an Egyptian billionaire, has offered to buy the whole investments of the Qatari Company in Egypt, while the other Egyptian billionaire Mansour has offered to buy only the lands of the company’s planned City Gate in the New Cairo City.  

* * * *


The Advanced Energy Systems (ADES) Company has chosen the Hermès Financial Group (BVI) Limited as a financial advisor for a $350 million loan the company seeks to attain, according to ADES sources who told “Mal wa Aamal” newspaper.

* * * *

Steps for actual resuming of the Russian flights to Egypt have begun to receive the Russian tourists as of next April 11th.

* * * *

The grievance panel entrusted with studying the Charter Flight companies’ requests began to receive complaints from the foreign charter flight airline companies that have not yet obtained subsidies due to failure to complete the required documents.

* * * *

The Minister of Communications and Information Technology Yasser ElKady said that he is currently implementing a plan to transfer Egypt into a regional hub for giant data centers’ industry.

* * * *

An education ministry official said the state is facing a relentless war from “brigades of beneficiaries and outlawed groups”, calling for stronger cooperation to encounter these practices.

* * * *

The Assiut Security Department arrested a worker with 51 archeological pieces and some various stones of high value in his possession.

* * * *

The Egyptian authorities on Saturday released an Israeli citizen who had been arrested after crossing the border checkpoint of Taba between Egypt and Israel with ammunition in his possession.

* * * *

An agreement was signed on Monday between EgyptAir Maintenance and Engineering and Kenya Airways, under which EgyptAir Maintenance would provide maintenance services to Kenya flights in Cairo. 
* * * *

In the presence of the Chief Executive of The General Authority for Investment and Free Zones (GAFI).

Eng. Sobhi Batterjee - CEO of Saudi German Hospital Group has set the foundation stone of Batterjee Medical City in Alex West – Burg Al-Arab at Alexandria Governorate.
* * * *

A British newspaper said Egyptian authorities deported its reporter from the country with no stated cause, in advance of the country’s upcoming presidential election.
* * * *

Algeria deported 27,000 Sub-Saharan African immigrants back to their states since 2015, despite objections from human right groups, announced Algerian Interior Minister Nour El-Din Badawi on Thursday.

* * * *

The Palestinian Authority rejected and condemned, on Friday,US Congress condition to stop paying salaries for Palestinian prisoners, freed prisoners and martyrs, in exchange for continuing to provide US aid to Palestinian institutions.
* * * *

Anti-drug and organized crimes authorities managed to bust more than 160 thousand drug capsules, 210 grams of heroin, 1 Kilo of voodoo, and 2150 grams of cannabis. 

* * * *
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SISI IN MILITARY UNIFORM AMIDST FIGHTERS: 
L WILL NOT LAY EGYPT SUBJECT TO LOSS

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi Friday visited an air base in North Sinai, meeting members of the armed forces and police who are taking part in the counter-terrorism Operation Sinai 2018.

According to a military statement, the president expressed his appreciation for the national role of the Egyptian armed forces and police force in fighting terrorism in North Sinai, saying he will never lay Egypt subject to loss. 
He also praised the cooperation between the two institutions.

"Hopefully we will come here again soon to celebrate the victory over the terrorists of this era," President Sisi told officers and soldiers at the air base, according to the statement.

He also revealed that the government had built a civilian airport in Sinai as part of its plan to develop the peninsula.

The President said a civilian airport has been established in Sinai as one of the main pillars of development in the coming stage.

The President listened to queries of fighters and told them that the past stage was aimed at shoring up the pillars of the state, rebuilding confidence, upgrading morals of the Egyptian people adding the coming stage will be the stage of building and reaping fruits.

 The President said the state institutions are assigned with preserving the state, its entity and existence adding he will not lay Egypt subject to loss or destruction indicating that through efforts of the Egyptians, Egypt will be rebuilt, more progress and prosperity will be achieved and hopes for a good future will be revived.

The President thanked fighters for their glorious acts which aim at preserving Egypt, and its people and protecting the sanctities of the homeland.

President Sisi was accompanied by General Sedqy Sobhy, the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces and the Minister of Defense and Military Production, Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar. Lt. General Mohamed Farid, the Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces and a number of the high ranking commanders of the armed forces.

President Sisi had his breakfast with Sinai fighters and performed Friday prayers with a number of the armed forces and police fighters who are taking part in Sinai 2018 comprehensive operation.

-Major General Hisham El Halaby, the adviser at Nasser Military Academy said the visit to Sinai is very important as it enhances morals of the fighters. 
He said the visit asserts that the President is following up field operations and this is an important message.

-Major Genera Wael Rabei, the Adviser at Nasser Academy said The President statement that he will soon celebrate the victory over terrorism in Sinai, refects the scope of efforts exerted within Sinai operation.

US institution: Moslem Brotherhood End is Approaching

US" Clarion Project" said dismissal by US President Donald Trump of former secretary of State Rex Tillerson and appointment of Mike Pompeo as new secretary of state has dismayed Terrorist Moslem Brotherhood group. The US institution said the appointment of a new secretary of state enhances the possibility of classifying Moslem Brotherhood as a terrorist organization.

It said the other groups linked to Moslem Brotherhood will face a similar fate in the light of the US president willingness to press Pakistan and India to list Pakistan led groups as terrorist organizations.

It said the new US secretary of state was one of those who drafted a bill classifying Moslem brotherhood as a terrorist organization when he was a member of the congress.

On its part, the British Guardian newspaper said in a comment on the appointment of Bolton as a US national security adviser that he is one of the string defendant of the bill classifying Moslem Brotherhood as a terrorist organization.

Voting Silence Starts Saturday 

The National election Authority has intensified preparations for the Presidential elections announcing voting silence Saturday and Sunday as the voting will start Monday.

Counselor Lashin Ibrahim Lashin said the authority has provided all voting cards and logistical needs adding there are 13678 voting stations covering the Republic supervised by 18,678 judges assisted by 103,000 employees. 
Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar held intensive meetings with his aides during the past few hours calling for dealing decisively with saboteurs. Security leaderships in Cairo and Giza have intensified their meetings to draw up the final strategy for securing the voting process.

Cairo Security Director Major General Khaled Abdel Aal said all security departments should efficiently undertake their assignments adding full coordination is maintained with the armed forces for securing elections.

State Council: an Operations Room to Follow up Elections 

Counselor Samir Al bahay, the Chairman of the state council club said judicial supervision over the presidential elections is a national, and religious assignment and a message to all Egyptians confirming that judges are the shield of the homeland and citizens.

He the club has established an operations room to serve as a link between judges supervising elections and the NEA. 
Halayeb and Shalatin Citizens to Take Part in Elections 

 Scores of Arab tribes in Halayeb and Shalatin said they will take part in the presidential elections in support of President Sisi. Women is Halayeb and Shalatin have also expressed willingness to take part in voting in support of President Sisi. They said in President Sisi era, many women have taken up ministerial portfolios.

Libyan Army Leaders Wrap up their Meeting in Cairo

The Libyan army commanders said unifying the Libyan military institution is the cornerstone of moving the political track forward amid critical difficulties, threatening Libya's stability. 

 In the final statement at the end of the sixth round of unifying the Libyan military's meetings held in Cairo on March 20, 

the commanders hailed Egypt's efforts in restoring the civil state in Libya and its sovereignty.

The statement said the meetings would continue in the next period in Cairo to complete the four technical committees' work regarding the mechanisms of implementing the project of consolidation of the Libyan army and overcoming the challenges. 
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* * * * * * *

NEW SOCIAL PROTECTION PACKAGE TO BE REVIEWED 
Amr Al Garhy,the Minister of Finance said the government is about to send the draft new state general budget to President Abdel Fattah El Sisi this week to review it. He said the draft budget will then be referred to the House of Representatives for endorsement. 
He told Al Masry Al Youm that the volume of expenditures in the new budget amounts to L.E. 1.412 trillion adding the budget aims at achieving revenues worth L.E., 980 billion of which taxes and customs amount to L.E. 760 billion.

He said the new social protection package the government intends to adopt is currently being discussed with the Prime Minister.

The Minister of Finance said preparations are underway for offering 23 companies in one batch in the stock exchange in coordination with local and foreign investment banks.

Court overturns conviction against Mubarak, El-Adly, Nazif for cutting communication networks during 2011 revolution

The Supreme Administrative Court overturned Saturday a previous conviction against former president Hosny Mubarak, his prime minister Ahmed Nazif and former interior minister Habib Al-Adly, who were convicted in May 2011 for cutting electronic communication throughout the country during the January 2011 uprising.

The previous court ruling had levied a fine totaling EGP 540 million for the damages to the economy caused by the decision to disable communications. The defense for the three former officials filed an appeal against the decision.

The court said that "the decision to cut communications during the January 2011 revolution was a legal decision in accordance with the law and the constitution, and was issued by El-Adly to preserve the national security of the country."

Preparations for Presidential elections wrapped up 

Cairo and governorates have wrapped up preparations for the Presidential elections which will take off Monday. The Ministry of Interior has received 14,000 sub voting stations in preparation for holding elections.

The General Command of the Armed Forces Saturday announced that all arrangements are complete for organizing and securing the coming presidential elections that will kick off on Monday for three days.

An armed forces statement indicated that all arrangements for providing a safe atmosphere to voters to cast their ballots in the election are now complete in cooperation with the Interior Ministry agencies and other State departments concerned.

The army personnel are entrusted with protecting the citizens and standing up to any threats that could face voters during the elections, according to the statement.

The Armed Forces are participating in securing the elections with units of the Second Field Army and naval forces along with paratroops and rapid intervention forces, added the statement. 

Defense and Military Production Minister Sedqy Sobhy decided Saturday to assign a number of military jets to transfer the judges supervising the presidential election to remote areas.

-The Ministry of Interior has taken unprecedented measures for securing the Presidential elections. Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar said the Ministry's plan for securing elections depends on the deployment of 350,000 officers and soldiers for securing voting stations. 

Counselor Mahmoud El Sherif, the official spokesman for the national election Authority said all preparations have been made in for holding elections in 13,687 voting stations.

Press Leaderships Call on Citizens to Intensively Take Part in Voting 

Media leaderships have called on citizens to intensively take part in voting.

Makram Mohamed Ahmed, The Chairman of the Media regulatory council hailed the accomplishments made by President Sisi adding Moslem Brotherhood cheated the people calling on citizens to take part intensively in elections.

Prominent journalist Karam Gabr expressed hope that press will play a key role in defending the homeland, martyrs, the army and police.

Abdel Mohsen Salama, President of the Journalists syndicate has stressed the importance of citizens participation in voting.

Two Policemen Killed, Five others Injured in a Alexandria Bombing

Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar has called on security leaderships to determine the identity of culprits involving in the attack on the director of Alexandria security Moustafa Al Nimr in which two policemen were killed and five others injured.

He said while inspecting the scene fight terrorism. He said this incident will only enhance citizens determination to go ahead with development march.

The Minister of Interior also visited the injured at MOIustafa kamel Hospital wishingthem speedy recovery.

 Prosecutor-general Nabil Sadek has ordered that the State Security and Sidi Gaber prosecution inspect the scene and take statements from the injured.

 Prime Minister Sherif Ismail condemned the attack in a statement issued by the cabinet.

"These desperate attempts by terrorist powers and the countries that support them aim to affect the positive atmosphere that Egypt is witnessing, which will only increase the determination of the Egyptian state to continue on its political path and economic programme, and will not hold Egyptians back from continuing the democratic process and development efforts," the statement said.

The attack comes days before Egypt is set to hold the 2018 presidential elections, which will take place from Monday to Wednesday.

No group has so far claimed responsibility for the Alexandria attack.

Sisi: we are keen to post the people on facts

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said the state has adopted a full dressed approach for dealing with current challenges which have been imposed by local, regional and international circumstances. 
He said the state did not resort to sedatives and did not promote false hopes and illusion.

Addressing the conference sponsored by the Ministry of Higher Education, the President said we are keen to post the people on facts and pledged to shoulder the costs of genuine social and economic reform. 
The President said Egypt is fighting the ugly face of terrorism which has been spawned by political instability which followed 2011 incidents. He said we have been seeking to shore up the main pillars of the state and adopted a full dressed strategy for combating terrorism. 
He said we also seeking to link scientific research to the state development plan and national projects. He highlighted the state’s strategy of sustainable development 2030 and the national strategy for science, technology and innovation in view of keenness to diversify resources of income, fighting poverty and promoting knowledge economy. 

President Sisi said that scientific research is considered a strategic option to overcome various obstacles hindering the development plan. 

The president voiced Egypt’s keenness on making knowledge available for all people, saying that the state has established several scientific and research institutions in this regard.

Sisi underlined that the government has provided about EGP 3 billion to support scientific research projects and innovation in several fields including energy, water, agriculture, backing local manufacturing and other sectors.

The President said a key challenge which faced the government was upgrading economy which was considerably hurt by instability following the events in 2011."the President said we neither resorted to sedatives nor promoted false hopes to the people.
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POLICE KILL 6 HASM TERRORISTS 

Police said they killed six Hasm terrorist group members believed to be behind an abortive assassination attempt on Alexandria’s security chief last Saturday, which left two policemen dead and several others injured. 
In an official statement, the interior ministry said the terrorists were killed Sunday dawn following a shootout in a residential apartment in Beheira governorate, around 89 kilometres from Alexandria which witnessed Saturday's attack.

The ministry identified three of the terrorists, adding that the three men were wanted by the authorities in a 2017 Supreme State Security case related to the outlawed Muslim Brotherhood's "militant wing."

The killed members of the cell were led by fugitive Brotherhood leader Bassem Gad, who the interior ministry said was responsible for ordering an execution of Saturday's attack in Alexandria.

According to the statement, Gad ordered the cell members to detonate a car bomb targeting El-Nemr’s convoy.

The cell has also received orders from leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood abroad to target a number of prominent figures and vital facilities in Alexandria, Beheira, and Kafr El-Sheikh.

The interior ministry said in a Saturday statement that an improvised explosive device placed under a car detonated as El-Nemr’s convoy passed through El-Moaskar El-Romany Street in Alexandria.

Hasm did not claim responsibility for the attack through its social media channels.

Presidential Elections Marathon Starts Monday 

The Presidential election marathon starts Monday for three days in 13,706 voting stations throughout the republic. Competing in elections are incumbent President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Al Ghad Party leader Moussa Moustafa Moussa. Army and Police troops are assigned with protecting the will of the people. Some 18,620 judges will supervise the voting stations. Some 59,78,138 eligible voters are having the right to take part in voting. 
In a message to judges, Lasheen Ibrahim, the Head of the national Election Authority NEA said they are the source of the people's confidence

Lasheen said he fully recognizes how the mission is tough, adding that the Egyptian judges are up to their responsibilities to enable the voters to cast their ballots in a free and fair atmosphere.

He said voting stations will open at 9 am and will run until 9 pm.

Military troops have been deployed to polling stations to secure the voting process. 
Special units and paratroopers will also contribute to securing the polls. 
Police troops, supported by elements of the army, have been deployed outside all polling stations in Egypt ahead of the presidential election.
Police HQs have taken all measures to secure the voting process, with troops positioned at major roads and vital sites. 
Checkpoints have also been set up to control all streets leading to the polling stations. 
Police patrols have also been seen at entrances to and exits of cities and on highways, main roads and terminals. 
Minister of Local Government Abu Bakr El Guindy has called on all Egyptians to cast votes in the coming presidential election which starts Monday and runs for three days.
In press statements, the minister said all final preparations for the election have been fulfilled in coordination with all quarters concerned with the election process.
He said an operation room has been prepared to follow up the vote round the clock to provide comfort for the voters and solve any problem hindering the process.
Cairo Governor Atef Abdel Hamid said Sunday that the governorate has finished its preparations for the presidential elections and will follow up the process through a central operation room, linked with the competent authorities. 
All polling stations are protected by the army and security forces of the Ministry of Interior, he noted. 
He pledged that utmost efforts will be exerted to provide for the needs of the voters and ease the voting process. 
Minister of Health and Population Ahmed Emad El Din issued directives to hospitals' officials to raise the maximum state of emergency round the clock to deal with any incident during the presidential elections. 
The minister's directives came during a meeting Sunday with senior officials at his ministry to review the final preparations for the vote. 
He said the emergency plan includes providing 2,400 equipped ambulances to be deployed near the polling stations.
Moussa: l Hopes to Win 

Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa said in an interview with Russian NOVOSTI" l hope that turnout in elections with reach 50%.He said he hopes to win"

Sisi Confers Nile Collar on Former Saudi Ambassador 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has conferred collar of the Nile on Ahmed Bin Abdel Aziz Qattan, the former Saudi Ambassador in Cairo and Now the Minister of African Affairs on the occasion of the end of his tour of duty.

Qattan played a key role in developing bilateral relations and expressed keenness on expanding cooperation at all levels.

Meantime, President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has directed the government to launch a new age of management and providing government services through comprehensive development of the state machinery. The President stressed the importance of taking advantage of transferring the government to the new administrative capital to achieve the goals of the smart government through the use of modern tools and scientific techniques in management and avoiding the negative aspects which were common in the past years. 
The President stressed the importance of achieving maximum benefit from the National Academy for youth training and qualification to serve as a bridge to the state leading posts. 

Presidential spokesman Ambassador Bassam Rady said the meeting dealt with underway efforts for transferring to government and its employees to the New Administrative capital. The Minister of Planning submitted an elaborate plan for this purpose.


Foreign Ministry to British Ambassador:

Officials in Charge of Mariam's Death Should be Brought to Account 

Egypt has called for updated information about the progress of British investigations into the death of an Egyptian 18-year-old student, who was beaten outside a shopping mall in the UK in February and later passed away, the foreign ministry said Sunday.

"The foreign minister's assistant for European affairs, Amr Ramadan, received the UK’s ambassador to Egypt, John Casson, affirming Egypt's stance on getting detailed updates on investigations being carried out by the British authorities into the death of Mariam Moustafa," ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said. 

Ramadan said Egypt wants to know the motives behind the assault on Moustafa to make sure that people behind the attack are arrested and held accountable.
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PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL MOUSSA MEETS 11 ASIAN DIPLOMATS

Presidential hopeful and Ghad Party chairman Moussa Mostafa Moussa has met 11 Asian diplomats at a dinner banquet in the house of the Singapore ambassador in Cairo.

“I met the diplomats cordially in their capacity as ambassadors of their countries in Egypt,” said the Presidential hopeful.

Moussa said he is not running in the upcoming March elections “as a favour for anyone,” nor is he seeking fame, but that his campaign has a specific electoral platform and is aiming to win the race.

Moussa, who is the only candidate apart from current President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi to run for the coming presidential elections, said that he had decided to run after a series of withdrawals by other potential candidates.

"When former prime minister and ex-presidential candidate Ahmed Shafiq announced his intention to run, we didn't want to be involved in the race in order to not fragment votes," he said.

Moussa said that he has development plans, adding that his plans would continue to build on what has been already accomplished by President El-Sisi.

On terrorism, he called on Egyptians to be “aware” of danger.

AL-SHOROUQ
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23 EGYPTIANS DEPORTED FROM GULF STATES ARRIVE BACK IN EGYPT

Cairo International Airport security authorities have received 23 Egyptians deportees from Arab Gulf states over violating residence regulations and work permits.

Eighteen deportees have been arrive aboard the Egyptian flag carrier EgyptAir.

A security team at the airport checked the deportees' travel documents, security sources at the airport said.

Over the past year, more than 44 Egyptians have deported by the Saudi authorities for violating residency conditions as well.

Three of the deportees were arrested by the security authorities at Cairo Airport for escaping from carrying out court rulings in Egypt.

They arrived from Jeddah, a security source at the airport said.

Airport security officials examined their papers to verify their legal status before allowing them into the country.
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PETROLEUM MINISTER CRUCIALLY DECIDES ARGUMENTS

ABOUT EGYPT’S QUOTA OF ZOHR GAS FIELD

Minister of Petroleum Tarek El-Molla has crucially put end to the arguments about Egypt’s quota of Zohr gas field.

The rumours that have recently been spread over Egypt’s quota of the supergiant Zohr natural gas field have annoyed the Egyptians, said the Minister.

Egypt’s quota of the Zohr gas field will not be less than 40%, said the Minister.

Eventually, Egypt’s quota may reach 50% of the Zohr natural gas field, affirmed the Minister.

It is noteworthy that the Italian oil company has agreed to sell to Rosneft a 30% participating interest in the Shourouk Concession, offshore Egypt, where the supergiant Zohr natural gas field is located.

Moreover, Eni said it would sell a 10 percent stake in the Shorouk concession in Egypt's Zohr gas field to Mubadala Petroleum of the United Arab Emirates for $934 million.

Eni currently holds through its subsidiary IEOC a 60 percent stake in the block, the biggest ever gas discovery in the Mediterranean, with 400 million standard cubic feet per day.

Rosneft holds a 30 percent share and BP 10 percent.

"(The deal) represents a further signal about the strength and quality of this world-class asset," said ENI Chief Executive Claudio Descalzi.

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi has already inaugurated last January the first stage of production at the super-giant Zohr gas field, which the country predicts will help achieve its goal of self-sufficiency in the supply of liquefied natural gas (LNG).

AL-WAFD
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DAMIETTA PORT IN NEGOTIATION WITH EBRD TO BORROW USD 305MN

Damietta Port Authority is involved in negotiations with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) to obtain a loan of USD 300mn in order to build a second container terminal at the Damietta Port. 

The planned terminal will have berths totaling 1,670 meters long and a 17-meter harbor depth, a source told Al Shourouk Newspaper. 

The authority is studying the construction of a full-service logistics terminal to support the operations of the newly discovered oil and gas fields in the Mediterranean, the source noted. 

It added that the authority targets luring USD 80 million investments to build such terminal, pointing out that it will be set up on Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode.

In 2017, Damietta Port and the Armed Forces Engineering Authority signed a cooperation protocol for the construction of a new multi-purpose terminal.

According to the source, the terminal will have a depth of 17m and berths totaling 630 meters long.

Planned to be completed by the end of 2018, the EGP 1.3 billion multi-purpose terminal aims at increasing the operations of the port.  

AL SHOUROUK 24/3/2018

MIN/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
​​​​​​​​​​​EGYPTIAN BUSINESS TYCOONS OFFER TO BUY INVESTMENTS 

 OF QATAR DIAR IN EGYPT

The Qatar Diar has received offers from Egyptian Businessmen Naguib Sawiris and Yasseen Mansour to buy its investments in Egypt, Al Shorouk Newspaper said. 

Sawiris, an Egyptian billionaire, has offered to buy the whole investments of the Qatari Company in Egypt, while the other Egyptian billionaire Mansour has offered to buy only the lands of the company’s planned City Gate in the New Cairo City.  

According to informed sources, the negotiations has started in December but disturbed by the desire of an Egyptian sovereign authority to buy the investment of the Qatari company, especially the City Gate project. 

Qatar Diar owns a number of projects in Egypt, of which only one project has been completed which is the Nile Corniche–located St. Regis Hotel.

The company’s stalled projects include developments in the New Cairo, Sharm El Sheikh and Hurghada. 

Three years ago, a dispute has erupted between the company and the Egyptian New Urban Communities Authority after the authority has demanded the company to pay dues amounting to EGP 1,379 billion.

AL SHOUROUK 24/3/2018

MIN/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“HERMES” FINANCIAL GROUP CHOSEN AS FINANCIAL ADVISOR

 FOR ADES OIL’S $350 M LOAN


The Advanced Energy Systems (ADES) Company has chosen the Hermès Financial Group (BVI) Limited as a financial advisor for a $350 million loan the company seeks to attain, according to ADES sources who told “Mal wa Aamal” newspaper.

The sources said that the loan includes an “Islamic financing” tranche that will be provided by banks operating in some Arab Gulf states, said the sources.

The main loan will be managed by Bank of America and the European Bank for Reconstruction, said the sources.

The Advanced Energy Systems (ADES) ruled out participation of any local banks in the loan.

It is noteworthy that by the end of 2017, Hermès employed 12,834 people worldwide and had 307 exclusive stores, 210 of which were operated directly. Although it has achieved international stature, Hermès has never lost its human touch and continues its tradition of fine craftsmanship. 

MAL WA AAMAL
TG
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TOURISM ON ALERT FOR CANCELLING RUSSIAN FLIGHT BAN

 TO SHARM EL SHEIKH AFTER PUTIN’S WIN

Steps for actual resuming of the Russian flights to Egypt have begun to receive the Russian tourists as of next April 11th.

Egyptian tourism and aviation officials held several meetings with the organizers of flights in the Russian market.

They discussed all visualizations and the proposed programs for the Russian tourism to Egypt during the next season.

EgyptAir, the Egyptian flag carrier, has already offered travel bookings for tourists coming to Egypt or departing from it.

The Egyptian tourist sector on alert for cancelling Russian flight ban to Sharm el Sheikh after Incumbent President Vladimir Putin has secured a landslide victory on March 18 presidential election winning 76.69 percent of the votes after 100 percent of ballots have been counted.

Putin has always announced that he is a strategic ally to Egypt.

MAL WA AAMAL
TG
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CHARTER FLIGHT’S GRIEVANCE PANEL BEGINS CHECKING REQUESTS
 OF FOREIGN COMPANIES

The grievance panel entrusted with studying the Charter Flight companies’ requests began to receive complaints from the foreign charter flight airline companies that have not yet obtained subsidies due to failure to complete the required documents.

Minister of Tourism Dr. Rania al-Mashat has already formed the panel and appointed Dr. Adela Ragab as its chairperson.

The panel includes as members Hamdi Abu Zaid, the legal advisor at the Ministry of Tourism and Moustafa Sultan from the Egyptian Tourism Federation.

The panel will check the cases of each Charter Flight company and finally announce their technical decision as a prelude for cashing the dues.

MAL WA AAMAL
TG/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Communications Minister:

WE IMPLEMENT PLAN TO TRANSFER EGYPT INTO REGIONAL HUB FOR GIANT DATA INDUSTRY

The Minister of Communications and Information Technology Yasser ElKady said that he is currently implementing a plan to transfer Egypt into a regional hub for giant data centers’ industry.

During his meeting with the deputy chairman of the “HP Enterprise” for the Middle East area, Yasser ElKady highlighted the Egyptian state’s support for the growth of the giant data industry.

It is noteworthy that the 11th Arab Open Robotics Championship kicked off last Friday in Sharm El Sheikh.

Yasser el-Kady attended the inaugural ceremony. He called for spreading the robotics culture in the Arab world.

He underlined importance of the championship to promote creative capacities among those who are interested in technologies.

As many as 144 teams from 11 countries are vying. The championship is organized by the Arab Robotics Association in cooperation with Bibliotheca Alexandrina under the auspices of the Ministry of Communications.

MAL WA AAMAL

TG/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EDUCATION MINISTRY SAYS FACING TOUGH WAR 
FROM OUTLAWED GROUPS

An education ministry official said the state is facing a relentless war from “brigades of beneficiaries and outlawed groups”, calling for stronger cooperation to encounter these practices.

“President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi and Minister of Education Tariq Shawqi are the only ones entitled to announce the education development project after it will be finalized,” Dr. Mohamed Omar, Assistant Minister of Education, said in statements.

Activists had shared a document on the social media claiming that the cabinet has approved a project to develop education.

AL-WAFD, MARCH 25
AmR/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WORKER ARRESTED WITH 51 ARTIFACTS IN HIS POSSESSION

The Assiut Security Department arrested a worker with 51 archeological pieces and some various stones of high value in his possession.

The department had been tipped on a worker practicing illegal activities in trafficking monuments. Measures were taken and the 40-year-old worker, of the name Waheed, was arrested in his own house with four sarcophagi, each of them is nearly one meter long with Pharaonic inscriptions, have been found there.

The seized artifacts also included six statuettes of different sizes, three busts, 38 stone pieces in the form of mummies and various stone pieces.


Youm-7, MARCH 25
AmR/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT RELEASES ISRAELI PERSON ARRESTED ON

BORDERS WITH AMMO

The Egyptian authorities on Saturday released an Israeli citizen who had been arrested after crossing the border checkpoint of Taba between Egypt and Israel with ammunition in his possession.

Sources in the Israeli foreign ministry said that he was arrested after the Egyptian authorities found a gun magazine inside his car while en route to tourist spas in Taba, according to Russia Today news web site.

He was later released after being in detention for 30 hours and paid a fine.


Youm-7, MARCH 25
AmR/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
AGREEMENT SIGNED BETWEEN EGYPTAIR MAINTENANCE, 
KENYA AIRWAYS
An agreement was signed on Monday between EgyptAir Maintenance and Engineering and Kenya Airways, under which EgyptAir Maintenance would provide maintenance services to Kenya flights in Cairo. 
During the 27th MRO Africa Conference and Exhibition, held in Cairo from March 18 to 20, Minister of Civil Aviation Sherif Fathy and Chairman of EgyptAir Holding Company Safwat Musallam witnessed the signing during their visit to the booth of EgyptAir Holding and its subsidiaries at the exhibition.
The 27th MRO Africa Conference and Exhibition was attended by Minister of Civil Aviation Sherif Fathy; Egypt’s President of the Civil Aviation Authority Hani Al-Adawi; Director of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in the Middle East Mohamed Rahma; Chairman of EgyptAir Holding Company Safwat Musallam; President of the Egyptian Aviation Academy Elias Sadeq; leaders of the civil aviation sector; major manufacturers of aircraft, aircraft engines and spare parts; representatives of African airlines; and suppliers of aircraft spare parts. 
Musallam said that EgyptAir Holding Company is studying launching new airlines in Africa to reach all central African airports. 
He added that the company is not focused only on airlines, but has also exchanged expertise with other companies and entered new fields in African air transport, referring that Egypt has promoted a trade exchange between Egypt and African countries by making regular cargo flights between Cairo and Juba, South Sudan, as well as to Lagos, Nigeria and N'Djamena, Chad.

Musallam remarked that Egypt has a leading role in the evolution of the aviation industry at African and international levels, confirming that Egypt is keen to meet the requirements of the African market and to harness all its potential to serve Africa and develop the aviation sector, which is the cornerstone of any economic renaissance within the continent. 
Minister Fathy said that Egypt has a pivotal role in the field of civil aviation and a growing interest in harnessing all its potential to serve Africa and develop this vital sector. 
He also stressed that Egypt is keen to extend its cooperation with African countries and to intensify joint investments with African countries in all fields. 
In the same context, Abu-Taleb Tawfik, chairman of EgyptAir Maintenance and Engineering, mentioned that aircraft maintenance across the world is witnessing a remarkable development in addition to the development of aircraft manufacturing technology.
Tawfik added that the MRO Africa Conference and Exhibition provides a good opportunity for the maintenance companies, airlines, and manufacturers of aircraft, parts and engines, and it provides a platform for the development of African investments in this area, as it will expand and develop large-investment industry. 
Speaking at the opening ceremony, ICAO Director Rahma said that the aviation industry in the African continent is witnessing great development, which is one of the highest in the world due to the growing investments related to aviation within Africa and the importance of the sector, which attracts huge investments in Africa. 
He pointed out to the support given by the United Nations for sustainable development, development programs and several initiatives aimed at serving the aviation sector in Africa.
AL AHOROUK
MS/MA

SETTING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF BATTERJEE MEDICAL CITY AT ALEX WEST

In the presence of the Chief Executive of The General Authority for Investment and Free Zones (GAFI).

Eng. Sobhi Batterjee - CEO of Saudi German Hospital Group has set the foundation stone of Batterjee Medical City in Alex West – Burg Al-Arab at Alexandria Governorate.
The event was held in the presence of Mr. Mohamed Khodeir – Chief Executive of the General Authority for Investment and Free Zones (GAFI), Dr. Khaled Al-Batterjee – Deputy Chief Executive of SGH group, Dr. Mohamed Hablas – Executive Director of SGH Cairo, Mr. Alaa Salem - Chairman of Barons Court and Ledgers (owning company of Alex West), and Mr. Gamal Morsi – Managing Director of Barons Court and Ledgers (owning company of Alex West).
Sobhi Batterji, founder and CEO of Saudi German Hospital Group, has expressed his delight of setting the foundation stone of Batterjee Medical City, which is considered the largest integrated medical city in Egypt. Batterji added, “We trust the Egyptian medical sector and we always keen on providing special medical services. We believe that we have a responsibility towards social care programs.”
Mohamed Hany Khodeir – Chief Executive of General Authority for Investment and Free Zones (GAFI) has emphasized that establishing such a medical city in Egypt by Saudi investors with a capital of EGP 8 billion highlights Egypt’s position on the global economic map. Egypt possesses various potentials to attract investors, and these kinds of projects reflect the success of the government’s plan to boost its economy, regain the confidence of investors and foreign corporates in Egypt’s market, he added.

AL AHOROUK MARCH 25
MS/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT EXPELS BRITISH JOURNALIST, RAISING

FEARS FOR PRESS AHEAD OF ELECTION
A British newspaper said Egyptian authorities deported its reporter from the country with no stated cause, in advance of the country’s upcoming presidential election.
Bel Trew, a journalist with the Times, was arrested on 20 February while reporting in Shubra, a working-class neighbourhood of Cairo, and taken to a police station. Hours later, she was driven to Cairo international airport and forced to board a flight for London.
A spokesman for the British embassy said the cause of deportation is still unknown, saying the British side conveyed its concern to Egypt's authorities and that the British foreign secretary conveyed the concerns to his Egyptian counterpart.   

AL SHOUROUK MARCH 25

M O H/ma

ALGERIA DEPORTS 27,000 AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS

Algeria deported 27,000 Sub-Saharan African immigrants back to their states since 2015, despite objections from human right groups, announced Algerian Interior Minister Nour El-Din Badawi on Thursday.

Most of immigrants to Algeria come from Mali, Nigeria, Burkina Faso and Chad, and often work in construction sites. Some of them travel through Algeria to Morocco or Libya seeking to reach Europe by sea. 

Badawisaid that Algerian authorities busted a number of gangs involved in smuggling people, warning that some still work actively. 

On the other hand, human rights associations, like Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, criticized Algeria for this move.

AL-SHOROUK, MARCH 24

AGA/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PALESTINE REJECTS US CONGRESS CONDITION FOR AID

The Palestinian Authority rejected and condemned, on Friday,US Congress condition to stop paying salaries for Palestinian prisoners, freed prisoners and martyrs, in exchange for continuing to provide US aid to Palestinian institutions.
A spokesman of the PA Government, Yousef al-Mahmoud, said, “The [PA] government condemns and rejects the US Congress condition to cut the salaries of prisoners and freed prisoners in return for the continuation of American aid.”

“It was better for the US Congress to call for an end to the [Israeli] occupation, work to stop the suffering of the Palestinian Arab people, and put conditions on the flow of the American aid to Israel,” Al-Mahmoud added. 

He pointed out that the Israeli occupation and illegal settlement activities are “the main causes of Palestinian suffering and bloodshed.”

Al-Mahmoud stressed that the issue of the Palestinian prisoners and freed prisoners is a “symbol for the Palestinians and their resistance is guaranteed by all laws and conventions.”

AL-SHOROUK, MARCH 24

AGA/MA

ANTI-DRUG FORCES BUSTS 160K DRUG CAPSULES

Anti-drug and organized crimes authorities managed to bust more than 160 thousand drug capsules, 210 grams of heroin, 1 Kilo of voodoo, and 2150 grams of cannabis. 

This comes is a part of the Egyptian ministry of interior's efforts to clamp down on all kinds of crimes, especially drug dealing.  

AL-WAFD, MARCH 24

AGA/ma

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THE COURT OF CASSATION REVOKES DEATH SENTENCES IN MATAI RIOTS 

The Court of Cassation, presided by Chancellor Magdi Abu El-Ela, revoked on Saturday the death sentences against prisoners in the case of Matai riots.  

A criminal court had previously sentenced, in this case, 12 to death after being accused of attempted murder and riots, 119 to imprisonment for life, and two persons to 10 years in jail.    

AL-WAFD, MARCH 24 

AGA/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
AL-JAZEERA GAVE GREEN LIGHT FORALEXANDRIA BOMBING

A footage on Twitter exposed how Qatar, which funds terrorism worldwide, is involved in plotting the malicious attack that targeted the security convoy of Alexandria security director on Saturday resulting into the death of 2 officers and the injury of five.

Social media users, who shared the footage, assured that the Qatar gave the green light to carry out the attack through Al-Jazeera channel, which constantly incites violence in Egypt.  

The bombing happened hours following a tweet by Al-Jazeera in which it called the Muslim Brotherhood to abandon peacefulness and resort to violence; which was considered a direct order to do the attack.  

Commenting on the incident, Twitter users said that this tweet proves beyond doubt that terrorism attacks are plotted in Qatar, and the permission codes to carry them out are published by Al-Jazeera.

Moreover, Twitter users started the hashtag #Doha_ plans_ Muslim Brotherhood_ implements; seeking to uncover those official supporters of international terrorism.         

Youm 7, March 25

AGA/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
HATSHEPSUTWAS A BOTANIST: RESEARCHER

National Research Center Prof. Faiza Hamoda said that Pharaoh Queen Hatshepsut was a botanist and she used to export medicinal plants from Somalia. 

Hamoda pointed out that this fact is documented on the walls of ancient temples.  

"Egypt has great potentials to become prominent in the international market of medicinal plants; since it is rich in natural resources and it has plenty of the world's best scholars and farmers", Hamodanoted.

She added that Egypt enjoys all the natural abilities to achieve progress in the field, including a perfect geographical location and soil and sand lands.   

Such statements came during a session on the second day of the national conference for scientific researching, entitled Launching Egyptian Capabilities".

The conference is organized by the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research on March 24 and 25, and was inaugurated by President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. 

Youm 7, March 25

AGA/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"EGAS", "ENI" PLAN TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM PRODUCTION CAPACITY
 IN ZOHR GAS FIELD AHEAD OF SCHEDULE

An official source at the Egyptian Natural Gas Holding Company (EGAS) said that the company, in cooperation with Italian Company Eni, is formulating a plan for pushing up the production rate of natural gas in Zohr gas field to reach the maximum production capacity ahead of schedule in 2019 according to the development plan of the gas field in question. 

The maximum production capacity of the gas field in question is estimated at 2.7 billion cubic feet per day according to the development plan of the gas field. 

According to the source, who declined to be named, the company targets also increasing the production rates of the gas field to exceed 700 million cubic feet of natural gas a day by next May and targets also pushing up the production anew before the end of this year to hit more than one billion cubic meters of gas per day. 

The Italian Co Mulls Expanding in Excavation Processes off Cyprus' Coasts after Turkish Confrontation 

In a related context, Eni's Chief Exploration Officer Luca Bertelli said, two days ago, that the company is mulling over expanding in the gas excavation processes off the coasts of Cyprus after a confrontation with Turkey in this sensitive area. 

In a press conference in Cyprus, Bertelli said "The company is evaluating the involvement in more potential excavation processes in two maritime areas and benefiting from a promising find that was announced last month", according to the AFP. 

It is noteworthy that Turkish battleships had prevented a ship affiliated to Eni last February from engaging in the excavation activities on beaches of Cyprus, a matter which forced Eni' ship into withdrawing from that area. 

Bertelli added "The area is geographically complicated and we have to find simple and pragmatic solutions to benefit from these resources." 

SHOROUK, P6, 23-3-2018 

AS/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PARL. POSTPONES MEETING ON UBER, CAREEM LEGALIZATION DUE 
TO PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

Undersecretary of the House of Representatives' Transport Committee Mohammed Abd Allah Zein stated on Sunday that the committee has decided to postpone a meeting that was scheduled to discuss legalization regarding ride-hailing services Uber and Careem due to the fact that committee members will be participating in the country’s presidential elections.

Zein told Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper that the meeting aims to set regulations on the operations of the two companies to protect the country’s national security, adding that the legalization will secure customers’ personal information, which could be used for dubious purposes that harm the nation’s security.

“We all stand with the youth to improve their income. However, the government must benefit from revenues of the two companies’ projects. The government must obtain copies of their data which must not be sent abroad through any company to avoid any danger,” Zein clarified.

He added that the companies have harmed regular taxi drivers who pay taxes and license fees to the state.

Zein asserted that the committee members agree on the government’s supervision on the ride-hailing services while the two companies’ administrations will take over the project management.

Last week, Egypt’s Administrative Court issued a verdict ordering the government to shut down ride services Uber and Careem and close their mobile applications for violating Egyptian law by using normal cars for commercial use without a license.

Al-Masry Al-Youm, 25/3/2018
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
GOV'T TO RAISE TRAIN FARES AFTER END OF ACADEMIC YEAR: 
TRANSPORT MINISTER

Minister of Transport Hesham Arafat announced on Thursday that train fares will be raised after the end of the current academic year.
He added in a press statement on Thursday that the ticket price increase will resume after the end of the current school year because a large number of students use trains daily.
He pointed out that the Egyptian railway carries about 850,000 passengers a day, 40 percent of them are students and employees. Arafat stressed that ministry takes into account social dimensions before making any decisions.
Arafat said in January that as part of an agreement with the Arab Organization for Industrialization (AOI), the ministry will construct 300 new trains, and ticket prices will increase at the end of the 2018 fiscal year to fund the project.
He added that the country’s railway services will be upgraded by June 2019, after the ministry updates the electronic signal and the railway system, with costs estimated to reach LE16 billion and LE54 billion, respectively.

AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 24/3/2018
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MISR IRAN BANK TO INJECT LE500M IN ENERGY SECTOR

Egypt's Misr Iran Development Bank (MIDB) intends to inject LE500 million ($28 million) in the energy sector specially the petroleum and electricity sectors.

A source with the bank said that the bank seeks to pump LE1.5 billion in its loans portfolio that currently registered 6.5 billion pounds during 2018.

On the other hand, the SMEs portfolio has increased to LE2 billion in March 2018 compared to LE1.5 billion in 2017.

The bank has achieved net profit of LE445 million during 2017, seeking growth rates by 20 percent during the current year.

Founded in 1975, Misr Iran Development Bank has current shareholding comprising Egyptian government through the National Investment Bank (29.93 percent), private-public Misr Insurance Company (16.06 percent), Misr Life Insurance (13.87 percent), and Tehran-based state-run Iran Foreign Investment Company (40.14 percent).

Al-Masry Al-Youm, 25/3/2018
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
POLAND SEEKS TO INVEST IN EGYPT

Executive Vice President of the Polish Investment and Trade Agency Wojciech Fedko visited Egypt to explore investment opportunities. 

During his visit, Fedko met officials of the Egyptian Businessmen’s Association (EBA) to discuss the establishment of the Polish Agency’s branch in Egypt, as well as constructing an industrial zone at the Suez Canal corridor area. 

Executive Manager of Egyptian Businessmen’s Association Mohamed Youssef said that Fedko emphasized Polish interest in investing in Egypt, and that it will construct a branch of its agency here. 

Youssef added that Poland seeks to negotiate with the Egyptian government to build an industrial zone at the Suez Canal corridor area to use it to transfer a number of advanced industries in Poland such as the manufacturing of automotive parts, chemicals, waste recycling, and railways, in order to meet local needs and export to neighboring African markets. 

This visit came after a Polish delegation had visited Egypt by the end of February and met around 60 businessmen, Minister of Investment Sahar Nasr and Minister of Industry Tarek Kabil. 

The Polish delegation discussed their desire to construct an aluminum firm, and a car battery recycling factory, in addition to the construction of 10 huge projects in various fields. 

Trade Exchange between Egypt and Poland is currently worth $500 million. 
Lately, Egypt has started to work on attracting foreign investment and followed it with economic and legal reforms, which included a new investment law and investors’ centers. 

The new investment law provides investors with several incentives in addition to treating men and women and Egyptian and foreign investors equally. 

The law also stipulates that foreign employees should not exceed 20 percent of the total number of workers in the projects established by non-Egyptian investors. 

Investors’ Centers provide services to aid in the procedures of establishing a firm, its contract, documentation, licensing and commercial registration. 

They also respond to investors’ inquiries about electronic establishment for companies, investment opportunities in different governorates, free zones and settlement measures of investment disputes. 

The Polish Investment and Trade Agency (formerly Polish Information and Foreign Investment Agency), helps investors enter the Polish market and find the best ways to utilize the possibilities available to them. 

The Agency’s mission is to create a positive image of Poland across the world, promoting Polish goods and services. 


Youm-7, MARCH 25
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
BUSINESS DELEGATIONS TO BE SENT TO UGANDA, TANZANIA IN APRIL

The Federation of Egyptian Industries (FEI) will organize a business delegation to Uganda and Tanzania in April that will include 20 different industries, Sherif el-Gabaly, Chairman of Cooperation with Africa Committee at FEI said Sunday. 
He said that the delegation that was sent to Rwanda last week was a success. It included seven businessmen from different industries and resulted in the agreement with the Rwandan side on conducting business in the fields of food industries, packaging, printing and chemicals. 

The delegation met with 150 Rwandan companies working in the fields of renewable energy, building materials, engineering industries, leather, printing and readymade garments. 

Gebaly said that the delegation was the first in a number of delegations that will be organized to various African states during 2018. 
He added that the committee will organize two delegations to a number of Western African countries by June. 

The organization of these delegations comes as a first step to implement what the Cooperation with Africa Committee and the African delegations have agreed upon during the Africa 2017 Forum that was held in the Red Sea resort of Sharm El-Sheikh in December. 

Enhancing relations with all African states comes on the top of Egypt’s priorities, President Abdel Fatah El Sisi said. 

Last week, Egypt, along with African leaders, met at the summit of African heads of state in the Rwandan capital of Kigali to sign the Continental Free-Trade Zone (CFTZ), the pan-African trade liberalization agreement. 

The agreement is set to help achieve the African economic integration, enhance sustainable development and increase growth rates in African states. 

The objectives of the agreement is to create a single continental market for goods and services, with free movement of business persons and investments, and thus pave the way for accelerating the establishment of the Continental Customs Union and the African customs union. 

Youm-7, MARCH 25
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DEFENDANT HANDED 10-YEAR PRISON SENTENCE OVER CHILD RAPE

Minya Criminal Court sentenced on Thursday a defendant who raped a child in 2016 in Maghagha, Minya, to 10 years rigorous imprisonment.
The prosecutor accused the defendant Rifaat Mostafa al-Suweify, a 42-year-old laborer, of raping 14-year-old Mayada Mohamed Hashim, known as Mayada Hennawy.
The court listened to the lawyer of the accused, and saw forensic reports stating that the defendant touched the victim and parts of her body at the site of the ditch and violated the sanctity of others by defrauding the girl, which were confirmed by investigations of the Criminal Investigation Department at Maghagha police department.
The forensic medical report along with police investigations confirmed that the defendant raped the child.
AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 24/3/2018
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
HUNDREDS PROTEST ARREST OF EGYPTIAN SENIOR CITIZEN CONNED INTO SMUGGLING DRUGS TO SAUDI

Hundreds of people in the Darin village of Nabaruh city in Egypt’s al-Dakahliya governorate staged a protest after Friday prayers at the house of a senior female citizen they claim was tricked by her neighbor into trafficking drugs to Saudi Arabia, which, upon her arrival to the Gulf country,  led to her arrest by local authorities.
The villagers say the con man gave the victim, Saadeya Hammad, 75, a free visa to Saudi Arabia to perform the pilgrimage of Umrah, claiming that it was one of 15 Umrah visas donated by a Saudi businessman to Egyptians.
The protesters demanded the immediate release of Hammad, who was arrested four days ago at a Saudi airport over charges of drug trafficking, while also demanding that the con man be arrested and handed over to Saudi Arabia for trial.

The victim’s daughter said that the swindler had said that the Saudi businessman would pay all the expenses for the Umrah trip but demanded that all the arrangements be kept secret.
“We were very happy that our mother would travel to perform Umrah. My mother headed to Cairo airport and the man told her not to bring anything with her, as they will give her everything upon arrival. At Cairo airport, he gave her a handbag to deliver to the Saudi businessman who donated her trip. He told her that the bag only included papers for the benefactor, who would recognize her upon arrival in the Saudi airport,” the daughter said.
She pointed out that after a few hours, they received a call from her mother saying that she was arrested at the Saudi airport, and the bag given to her by the young man had drugs inside. “We learned later that she has been transferred to the hospital and her health is poor,” the daughter said.
Khaled Hammad, the brother of the victim said, “My sister is a simple person who wished to visit the Prophet Mohamed, but she did not have enough money until the Umrah offer came to her and she responded to it and we all rejoiced. After 20 days, she was traveling and her heart was attached to the visit. It was a demon plot, and we only understood it after she was arrested by the Saudi authorities.”

AL-MASRY AL-YOUM & AL-WATAN, 24/3/2018
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PALESTINIAN ENVOY SAYS PARTIES ATTEMPT TO OBSTRUCT FATAH-HAMAS RECONCILIATION

Palestinian ambassador in Cairo Diab Allouh on Sunday said that international and regional parties plan to disturb the Palestinian reconciliation between Fatah and Hamas. 

In a seminar held at the Al Youm Al Saabi Newspaper, Allouh said that the Palestinian Authority deeply appreciates Egypt's prominent role in supporting the Palestinian reconciliation. 

The failed assassination attempt against Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah was aimed at foiling reconciliation efforts between rival Palestinian factions, the Palestinian Ambassador said. 

Allouh said that the Palestinian authority and the Arab countries share the same stance on Jerusalem, pointing out that the US unilateral decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel would create major crises.

Previous decisions by the Arab League stipulated that Arab countries should sever their relations with any country that recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

During the seminar, the Palestinian diplomat addressed many issues, mainly the Palestinian reconciliation and the Egyptian efforts in this regard. 

In October 2017, rival Palestinian factions Fatah and Hamas signed a reconciliation deal brokered by Cairo after Hamas agreed to hand over administrative control of the Gaza Strip.

 However, continued disputes have stalled the implementation of the agreement.


Youm-7, MARCH 25
MIN/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER MEETS WITH HPE VICE PRESIDENT

Egypt's Minister of Communications and Information Technology Yasser El Kady has met with Fabio Fontana, the Vice President of Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) - Middle East.

During the meeting, they discussed promoting the Egyptian government's cooperation with HPE to implement the country's digital transformation strategy.

The meeting has been attended by HPE Managing Director Khalid Helmy.

El Kady highlighted the investment opportunities in Egypt and the under-construction projects that are meant to create an environment that is suitable for innovation and technological investment.

He stressed that plans are set up to turn Egypt into a regional hub for the big data industry. 

HPE is specialized in the field of providing technology solutions and software related to infrastructure and network security


Youm-7, MARCH 22
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
GENEL ENERGY MIGHT START DRILLING IN SOMALILAND IN 2019 – CEO

Kurdistan-focused Genel Energy (GENL.L) might start drilling in Somaliland next year, Chief Executive Murat Ozgul said on Thursday, as the group reported 2017 results broadly in line with expectations.

“For the long term, I really like (our) Somaliland exploration assets. It’s giving me a sense of Kurdistan 15 years ago,” Ozgul said in a phone interview. “In 2019 we may be (starting) the drilling activities.”

Chief Financial Officer Esa Ikaheimonen said Genel will focus spending money from its $162 million cash pile on its existing assets in Kurdistan but added: “You might see us finding opportunities… somewhere outside Kurdistan.”


Youm-7, MARCH 22
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT NOT TO ACCEPT CUTS TO SHARE OF NILE WATER: BIBLIOTHECA ALEXANDRINA HEAD

Director of Egypt's Bibliotheca Alexandrina Mostafa El Feki said that Egypt won’t accept any cuts to its share of water from the Nile River.

In a celebration held by the Bibliotheca Alexandrina to mark the World Water Day, El Feki said that water means life for Egyptians who are very connected to their river. 

El Feki expressed happiness for hosting such international event that is meant to raise the awareness about water conservation. 

Ethiopia has been constructing the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) since 2011 over the Blue Nile, one of Egypt’s major sources of freshwater.

The negotiations of the dam project’s tripartite commission, made up of Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia, did not make any tangible progress.

Egypt’s share of Nile water sits at 55.5 billion cubic meters, while Sudan’s quota is 18.5 billion cubic meters. This is in accordance with an agreement signed between the two downstream countries in 1959; an agreement Ethiopia does not recognize.

The dam is expected to reduce Egypt’s share of Nile waters, further limiting the country’s already scarce water resources.
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DAMIETTA PORT IN NEGOTIATION WITH EBRD TO BORROW USD 305MN

Damietta Port Authority is involved in negotiations with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) to obtain a loan of USD 300mn in order to build a second container terminal at the Damietta Port. 

The planned terminal will have berths totaling 1,670 meters long and a 17-meter harbor depth, a source told Al Shourouk Newspaper. 

The authority is studying the construction of a full-service logistics terminal to support the operations of the newly discovered oil and gas fields in the Mediterranean, the source noted. 

It added that the authority targets luring USD 80 million investments to build such terminal, pointing out that it will be set up on Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode.

In 2017, Damietta Port and the Armed Forces Engineering Authority signed a cooperation protocol for the construction of a new multi-purpose terminal.

According to the source, the terminal will have a depth of 17m and berths totaling 630 meters long.

Planned to be completed by the end of 2018, the EGP 1.3 billion multi-purpose terminal aims at increasing the operations of the port.  

AL SHOUROUK 24/3/2018
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPTIAN BUSINESS TYCOONS OFFER TO BUY INVESTMENTS 
OF QATAR DIAR IN EGYPT
The Qatar Diar has received offers from Egyptian Businessmen Naguib Sawiris and Yasseen Mansour to buy its investments in Egypt, Al Shorouk Newspaper said. 

Sawiris, an Egyptian billionaire, has offered to buy the whole investments of the Qatari Company in Egypt, while the other Egyptian billionaire Mansour has offered to buy only the lands of the company’s planned City Gate in the New Cairo City.  

According to informed sources, the negotiations has started in December but disturbed by the desire of an Egyptian sovereign authority to buy the investment of the Qatari company, especially the City Gate project. 

Qatar Diar owns a number of projects in Egypt, of which only one project has been completed which is the Nile Corniche–located St. Regis Hotel.

The company’s stalled projects include developments in the New Cairo, Sharm El Sheikh and Hurghada. 

Three years ago, a dispute has erupted between the company and the Egyptian New Urban Communities Authority after the authority has demanded the company to pay dues amounting to EGP 1,379 billion.

AL SHOUROUK 24/3/2018
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ERITREA ACCUSES DOHA OF SUPPORTING TERRORISM

The Eritrean government accused Qatar of being involved in supporting an anti-state armed opposition group that aims to destabilize Eritrea. 
The Eritrean Information Ministry said in a statement, that Qatar has supported the Eritrean “radical” Islamic Cleric, Mohammed Jumma, and that it funded his extremist group’s hostile activities. 
The statement also claimed that Qatar supported joint Ethiopian-Sudanese forces, stressing that the Qatari Ambassador in Khartoum visited the forces that are based in Sudan’s Kassala. 
On June 5, 2017, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain turned on Qatar, with a complete air and trade boycott over allegations of its support of terrorism, which Doha repeatedly denies. 
The Arab Quartet issued 13 demands to Doha – later shortened to six principles – which included turning down the provocative voice of its news channel, Al-Jazeera, curbing relations with Iran, and halting its intervention in the domestic issues of the Arab nations.

Al Shourouk 26/3/2018
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NETANYAHU SUGGESTS 'HUGE' DEVELOPMENTS COULD FOLLOW DIRECT FLIGHTS TO ISRAEL OVER SAUDI ARABIA

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Sunday that last week's inauguration of Air India direct flights to Israel over Saudi Arabia creates "huge" potential for Israel with "significant" and "long-term implications."

"The significance is clear to everyone," the prime minister said at his weekly cabinet meeting on Sunday, adding that the implications, which he called "of the first degree," have economic and diplomatic implications as well an impact relating to tourism and technology.

The developments, he said, have taken time to ripen. "I think the long-term implications of this will become clear later, but at the moment, I don't think we need to speak too much beyond what I have said here, to make these developments possible."

Netanyahu hoped that Israel's flag carrier El Al could soon start direct flights from Tel Aviv to Mumbai using Saudi airspace.

"Israel's economy will grow in two ways - either with new products or through new markets," he said, adding "What we did here is break through to huge new markets, and this is a very big change".

Air India's inaugural flight to Tel Aviv's Ben-Gurion airport took off from New Delhi on Thursday, flying over Saudi Arabia and Gulf states, countries with which Israel has no diplomatic relations. 

The flight landed shortly after 10 P.M. and was expected to take off again for India at 11:15 that night.

AL SHOUROUK 26/3/2018
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ISRAELI EX-DEFENSE MINISTER SAYS JOHN BOLTON PUSHED 
FOR ISRAELI STRIKE ON IRAN

A former Israeli defense minister and chief of staff said Sunday that John Bolton, US President Donald Trump’s incoming national security Adviser, once pushed him to order airstrikes against Iran.

“I know John Bolton from when he was the US ambassador to the UN. He tried to convince me that Israel needs to attack Iran,” Shaul Mofaz told a Jerusalem conference held by the Yedioth Ahronoth daily.

“I don’t think this is a smart move — not on the part of the Americans today or anyone else until the threat is real,” he added.

Mofaz was the Israeli Defense Minister from 1998 to 2002, after which he served as defense minister until 2006. Bolton was appointed by US president George W. Bush and served as ambassador in the UN in 2005-2006.

Mofaz did not say what prompted Bolton to push for an attack on Iran, though the ambassador has advocated for Israeli strikes against Iran in the past and called for regime change there.

Bolton, who is known for his hawkish views, was tapped by Trump last week to replace H.R. McMaster, a US Army general.

Though he advised against attacking Iran, Mofaz said “the Iranian threat is very significant to Israel’s security.”

“Iran today is also already on the borders of Israel — in Syria and Lebanon. It is impossible to guarantee a future for the children of Israel if Iran has a nuclear weapon,” he said.

AL SHOUROUK 26/3/2018
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS

UN HUMANITARIANS: 'OCCUPIED' AFRIN IS INACCESSIBLE

 The United Nations labeled Afrin as "occupied," explaining that it is unable to deliver humanitarian aid following Turkey's three-month operation.

"We cannot access Afrin as it's an occupied region,” Ali Al-Zatari, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Syria told AFP, adding that daily attempts to reach the region are underway.

The UN estimated at the start of the operation there were around 323,000 people (including IDPs) in Afrin. OCHA reported as Turkish troops took control of Afrin city on Sunday, around 100,000 people need basic humanitarian aid.

 

The Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect said the people of Afrin are facing "war crimes and mass displacement," in statement on Tuesday.
"There are grave concerns for the fate of ethnic Kurdish civilians at the hands of the Turkish-backed forces now occupying Afrin," added the Australian based research centre.

Earlier this month, Turkey cut water and electricity after controlling Maydanki or 17 Nisan Dam.

Turkish troops provided food, medication, and free health checkups, state-run Anadolu Agency reported on Friday.

Turkish soldiers diffused an improvised explosive device (IED) in a Quran on Thursday, Anadolu added.

However, three Turkish soldiers died from a different improvised explosive device.

"We have three martyrs today. They were martyred while clearing IEDs," Turkish Prime Minister Yildirim said in a televised speech from Ankara.

YPG and YPJ fighters claim they killed Turkish forces who were looting in Afrin's city center near Jandaris road, media close to the YPG (ANF) reported on Thursday.

YPG media reported its fighters had destroyed a Turkish army vehicle in the Bulbul sub-district of Afrin on Tuesday.

The Kurdish fighters also killed foreign forces in between Shemale and Meydanke villages in Shera on Wednesday, ANF added, reporting continued looting.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said looters will be punished.

Fighting on the northwestern fronts in Afrin broke out on Tuesday, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported on Tuesday.

Human Rights Watch also warned Turkey is sending asylum seekers fleeing into Turkey to Idlib, Syria.

AL-MASRY EL YOUM MARCH 24
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TRUMP PICKS HARDLINER JOHN BOLTON TO REPLACE MCMASTER
AS NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER

U.S. President Donald Trump shook up his foreign policy team again on Thursday, replacing H.R. McMaster as national security adviser with John Bolton, a hawk who has advocated using military force against North Korea and Iran.
The move, announced in a tweet and a White House statement, came little more than a week after Trump fired Rex Tillerson as secretary of state and nominated Central Intelligence Agency Director Mike Pompeo to replace him.
The shake-up shows Trump, in office for 14 months, surrounding himself with advisers more likely to agree with his views and taking his foreign policy in a more hawkish direction.
What it means for a prospective summit meeting between Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is unclear. The meeting is supposed to happen by the end of May, but an exact time and place have yet to be settled on.
Bolton's appointment could doom the already endangered Iran nuclear deal. It could also lead to friction with Trump on how tough to be on Russia, with the president still holding out hope for improved ties with Russian President Vladimir Putin.
The news of Bolton's appointment followed a meeting he had with Trump in the Oval Office. Even Bolton was caught by surprise. “I didn’t really expect an announcement this afternoon, but it’s obviously a great honor," he told Fox News after the announcement. "I'm still getting used to it."
Bolton, 69, is a Fox News analyst who contemplated a run for the Republican presidential nomination in 2016. He is a familiar figure in Washington, with a walrus-like moustache and hard-charging views on many global challenges.
Some members of Congress immediately questioned his selection for the critical position in the White House.

“This is not a wise choice. Mr. Bolton does not have the temperament or judgment to be an effective national security adviser," Democratic Senator Jack Reed said in a statement.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ISRAELI DEFENCE MINISTER VISITS RWANDA,TANZANIA AND ZAMBIA

 Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Liberman made a historic visit to the Rwandan capital of Kigali during his four-day visit to Africa.
“The visit to Rwanda has historical significance for relations between the two countries,” Liberman told Rwandan President Paul Kagame on Monday. “Rwanda and Israel share a desire for a better future for their citizens, cooperation, and partnerships that are being built.
During his visit to Rwanda the defense minister met with Kagame, Defense Minister James Kabarebe and Foreign Minister Louise Mushikiwabo.
He also toured the building of the Rwandan parliament, which was damaged during the country’s civil war in the 1990s, and signed the visitors’ book.
Liberman will also be visiting Tanzania and Zambia where he will meet with their heads of state and defense ministers.

While it is Liberman’s first visit to Rwanda as defense minister, in 2009 he became the first Israeli foreign minister to visit the region in years. He made another trip as foreign minister to the region in 2014, during a 10-day strategic visit to Rwanda, the Ivory Coast, Ghana, Ethiopia and Kenya.
His current tour comes as Israelis and the international community have criticized the government’s planned deportation of tens of thousands of African migrants to unnamed third countries in Africa, widely believed to be Rwanda and Uganda.
Thousands of Africans, mostly from Eritrea and Sudan, illegally entered Israel via Egypt in 2006-2012 before Israel erected a new security fence along the Sinai border.

AL-MASRY EL YOUM MARCH 24
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SYRIAN CIVIL PROTECTION SAYS 37 KILLED IN REGIME AIRSTRIKES

At least 37 civilians were killed in Syrian regime airstrikes with incendiary bombs on the Ghouta, the area east of Damascus, according to civil protection sources.
They said the majority of victims in Arbin were women and children.
Russian General Vladimir Zolotukhin said more than 3,000 civilians have left the Eastern Ghouta region through the Muhayam al-Wafedin humanitarian passage.
Meanwhile, hundreds of Syrian rebel militants with families arrived in rebel-held Idlib province in northwest Syria, after having been evacuated from Eastern Ghouta, said the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR).
The militants are part of Ahrar ash Sham, a Turkish-backed anti-government group, which surrendered after pressure from the Turkish government. 

AL-MASRY EL YOUM MARCH 24
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TRUMP REISSUES BAN ON NEARLY ALL TRANSGENDER TROOPS SERVING 
IN THE US MILITARY

US President Donald Trump signed a new memorandum on Friday that bans most transgender people from serving in the US military.
The White House said transgender individuals with a history of gender dysphoria, defined as "those who may require substantial medical treatment, including through medical drugs or surgery," would be disqualified from military service "except under certain limited circumstances."
Transgender troops "present considerable risk to military effectiveness and lethality," the latest memorandum said.

The revised order makes good on a promise Trump made last summer to roll back an Obama-era policy of accepting transgender military personnel. But the directive pulls back from a blanket ban following months of legal wrangling.
Trump's initial memo had to be modified after federal courts ruled against the ban in four separate cases, saying it violated the right to equal protection under the US Constitution.
The latest plan gives the secretaries of defense and homeland security greater discretion over whether a transgender person can serve.

Some 8,980 service members reportedly identify as transgender, but only 937 active duty personnel were diagnosed with gender dysphoria since the end of June 2016, according to White House figures. There are over 1,300,000 active duty personnel of the US military, according to July 2017 data from the Department of Defense.
It remains to be seen whether the ban will be fully implemented. The Pentagon said on Friday it would continue to comply with current federal law.
"(The Pentagon) will continue to assess and retain transgender service members," Defense Department spokesman Major David Eastburn insisted.

AL-SHOROUK, 25/3/2018
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US STEPS UP THREAT TO QUIT UN RIGHTS COUNCIL

The United States warned on Friday that it was losing patience and again threatened to quit the UN Human Rights Council after the Geneva-based body adopted five resolutions condemning Israel.

US Ambassador Nikki Haley said in a statement that the council was "grossly biased against Israel," noting that it had adopted only three resolutions separately targeting North Korea, Iran and Syria.

"When the Human Rights Council treats Israel worse than North Korea, Iran, and Syria, it is the council itself that is foolish and unworthy of its name," said Haley.

"Our patience is not unlimited. Today's actions make clear that the organization lacks the credibility needed to be a true advocate for human rights," she said.

Haley has over the past year repeatedly warned that the United States was ready to walk away from the 47-member body established in 2006 to promote and protect human rights worldwide. 

The five resolutions were presented by the countries of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation under the council's "agenda item 7" which concerns Israel.

Israel is the only country that has a dedicated agenda item at the council, a mechanism that the United States and some European countries view as inappropriate.

The latest threat to quit the council came after President Donald Trump appointed UN-skeptic John Bolton as his national security adviser.

Since Trump took over at the White House, the United States has quit the UN cultural agency UNESCO, cut UN funding and announced plans to quit the UN-backed Paris climate agreement.

AL-SHOROUK, 25/3/2018
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FRENCH-LEBANESE BUSINESSMAN TELLS HOW HE HELPED TRANSFER
 MONEY TO SARKOZY

Ziad Takieddine, a French businessman of Lebanese origin, claims that he not only met with former French president Nicolas Sarkozy after 2004, but also helped to transfer money from Libya for his election campaign, cites the French news portal France Info.

According to Takieddine, he met Sarkozy twice in his apartment at Ministry of the Interior in Paris and twice in Libya, with Claude Guéant, Sarkozy's chief of staff, being present at the second meeting. It is notable that both Sarkozy and Guéant refute any allegations of the former president meeting with the French businessman after 2004.

France's ex-president Nicolas Sarkozy is currently facing charges on accounts of passive bribery, illegal financing election campaign and concealment of Libyan public funds. The prosecution believes Sarkozy received 50 million euros from former Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi ahead of the country's presidential elections in 2007. Sarkozy denies all the accusations being leveled against him.
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IRAQI, MAURITANIAN WOMEN AMONG WINNERS 
OF 2018 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN 
OF COURAGE AWARD

Iraqi Aliyah Khalaf Saleh and Mauritanian L’Malouma Said are among the winters of the 2018 International Women of Courage Award. US First Lady Melania Trump presents a 2018 International Women of Courage Award to Aliyah Khalaf Saleh (R) of Iraq during the Award Ceremony at the State Department in Washington, DC, on March 23, 2018. 

Aliyah Khalaf Saleh, known as Umm Qusay in Iraq, is 62 years old and was born in the Iraqi province of Salah al-Din, not far from Tikrit.  Umm Qusay has become a national hero in Iraq despite early challenges such as not having had the opportunity to attend school and being married at the young age of 13.  She is a volunteer humanitarian recognized for her bravery in rescuing young Iraqi military cadets ambushed by ISIS on June 12, 2014, the day of the Camp Speicher Massacre.  Umm Qusay and her family saw the cadets jumping into the river to save themselves and although they were suffering from the recent loss of their own family members at the hands of ISIS, they had the presence of mind to take action.  Umm Qusay rescued 58 recruits over a period of five months.  She hid them in small groups, provided them with I.D. cards from the local university to hide their identities, and prepared their escape routes.  She took care to teach the Shi’a how to pray as Sunnis to avoid coming to the attention of ISIS.  
Umm Qusay, a Sunni, believed strongly that each young boy deserved her care whether Christian, Kurd, Turkmen, Yezidi, Sunni, or Shi’a.  Her selfless actions in the wake of ISIS’s terror have already been recognized in Iraq, including by the highest Shi’a religious authorities who bestowed on this Sunni woman the title of “Toa’a Al-‘Asr.”  Toa’a today is used to describe women who place the wellbeing of others before themselves.  In July 2015, Prime Minister Abadi presented her with Iraq’s Medal of the State.  Four years on, Umm Qusay continues to receive tribal leaders, military officials, and citizens who want to meet and embrace the Iraqi woman who serves as a beacon of hope for their country in the wake of its liberation from ISIS.  
She regularly cooks for soldiers and visits the wounded in hospitals.  In a tribal society where women are often marginalized or forgotten, and sectarianism is generally placed before nationality, Umm Qusay is a vivid embodiment of the message of a common humanity.  In her own words, “We are all created by God. We are all the same”.
L’Malouma Said was born into slavery in 1972 in the far south-eastern town of Boutilmitt in Mauritania.  When she was seventeen years old, she was a leading activist at her school for the emancipation of Haratines.  Before becoming one of only four Haratine women elected as deputy (Member of Parliament) to the Mauritanian National Assembly in 2006 and again in 2013, she was the president of a cooperative of women traders.  She was also officer in charge of women within the El Hor movement (Movement for the liberation of Haratines in Mauritania) as well as a founding member of the Mauritanian anti-slavery organization S.O.S. Esclaves, currently led by her husband Boubacar Messaoud.  Said is well known for speaking out on human rights issues and her powerful national and international advocacy for the improvement of prisons in Mauritania.  
She believes Mauritania’s prisoners suffer from a lack of social and educational opportunities, as well as poor safety and health conditions, leading to escape attempts and the spread of diseases among the prison population.  Said has a long history of defending human rights and equality, as well as the fight against all forms of discrimination in Mauritania. 
 She is a vocal leader on these issues within the Mauritanian Parliament.  She has proven herself to be a courageous woman with a history of commitment, determination, and perseverance in defending human rights issues during her two terms in the parliament.
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C O L U M N S

THE PRESIDENT’S STATEMENTS AND THE OTHER TALK

A couple of days ago, the president gave an interview with the film director Sandra Nash’at. He once again became that amiable, simple, honest fellow as we have recognized him for the first time. He was that compassionate man, a common individual in each Egyptian family, writes a columnist under the pen-name Newton in al-Masry al-Youm on Thursday.

In previous times, he used to be upset and angry as he stepped out of the written texts of his speeches.

He was disturbed about things he sees and refuses, particularly when he was speaking about terror that tries to bring down the state or about those who infringe upon the public funds or lands or the corruption of someone he knows so well, particularly when this person is trying to approach the presidency in an attempt to re-open the door for the Muslim Brotherhood once again.

When the president improvises, his words are understood by only those who have a clean heart, but those who do not have it usually translate his statements in a different way.

The president’s attention was focused on the problem of overpopulation. He clearly expounded on it. A practical solution that would spur efforts to try to fend off that hazard is expected before it is gnawing away at Egypt’s assets no matter how large the investments were.

The president expressed amazement over those talk shows that extend for hours each evening, wondering what ideas they could offer throughout the year. This is a thing we hardly find something similar to in any TV station in any country all over the world.

The word is a very powerful weapon; sometimes it achieves its objectives and makes the required effect, but if this word was twisted in one way or another, a reverse effect will sure come.
The words lose their meanings and effect. This usually happens due to the excessive use. Words also are subject to wear and tear and eventually they do not achieve the aspired goal and lose their magic touch.








Al-Masry Al-Youm, March 22
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NO LONGER A SECRET: HOW ISRAEL DESTROYED SYRIA'S NUCLEAR REACTOR

This is the story of a single night more than a decade ago, and a daring, hair-raising operation executed by the Israeli air force, army and intelligence community that destroyed an atomic plant in northeastern Syria. Yet no less, it is also a story of a big intelligence failure – the worst since the Yom Kippur War, according to a number of top intelligence people – in which Israel somehow managed for years not to notice a reactor being built right under its nose, in a neighboring country on whose surveillance Israel was spending vast amounts of money.

Israel’s military has gone public for the first time to confirm a 2007 airstrike on a suspected Syrian nuclear reactor, announcing details of a night-time attack its intelligence minister said provides a clear warning to Iran..

In a secret operation that has been extensively speculated on for a decade, Israel said it sent four F-16 fighters hundreds of miles into Syria on 6 September 2007, to bomb the partially completed al-Kubar facility near Deir ez-Zor.

Previously-classified footage, images and intelligence documents on the plan showed how Israel had monitored the site for several years and feared it could become operational within months.

One report, dated 30 March 2007, said: “Syria has set up, within its territory, a nuclear reactor for the production of plutonium, through North Korea, which according to an (initial) worst-case assessment is liable to be activated in approximately another year.”

The military said that following the four-hour operation, the reactor “had been totally disabled”, and the damage done “was irreversible”. 

Black and white aerial images showed a box-like construction close to the Euphrates river in the desert, while video showed the structure exploding in a cloud of smoke following a countdown by a male voice.

The move to go public with the strike, which has already been widely reported and cited to US officials, comes amid repeated warnings by the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, for the United States and others to take more robust action on Syria’s ally, Iran. 

Netanyahu shares Donald Trump’s view that world powers need to scrap or rewrite the 2015 accord with Tehran that curbs its nuclear ambitions, as he believes it to be ineffective.

Israel’s intelligence minister, Yisrael Katz, made a direct warning to Iran in a tweet on Wednesday morning, saying the raid provided a clear message that Israel would not allow “nuclear weapons to countries like Iran who threaten its existence.”

Al-Shorouk  March 23
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ISRAEL PONDERS A NEW WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST
War clouds are gathering again over the Middle East. Since last month’s flare up between Israel and Iran in the crowded airspace over Syria, the stars are moving into ominous alignment. After seven years of civil war, Syria’s battleground still sucks in foreign powers, pitting Nato allies US and Turkey against each other or the US against Russia. But these are mere sparks, struck mostly off proxies, compared to what might, if mismanaged or miscalculated, turn into a new region-wide war, said David Gardner in British newspaper The Financial times.
The backdrop is threatening. President Donald Trump’s erratic administration in the US, Saudi Arabia under its impulsive young crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman (known as MbS), and Israel — where veteran prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu is clinging on at the head of an ultra-nationalist coalition in the face of serial corruption probes. All are moving up a gear in their bellicosity towards Iran.
Mr Trump has just fired Rex Tillerson, a secretary of state who was ponderous but at least pondered, and replaced him with CIA chief Mike Pompeo, an ultra-hawk on Iran. There is talk of Mr Trump also replacing his national security adviser, general HR McMaster — who is not exactly soft on Iran. One mooted successor is John Bolton, a former ambassador to the UN who, on the eve of the invasion of Iraq in 2003, said the US would ease itself out effortlessly within six months, and who has said the solution to Iranian nuclear ambitions is to bomb Iran.
The latest White House upheaval comes ahead of Mr Trump’s threat to tear up the nuclear accord Iran reached with six powers, including the US, in 2015. He said he would not re-endorse the deal in May unless it was re-written. That is not going to happen. 

The European signatories — France, Germany and the UK — are trying to steer around this by exploring separate measures to restrict Iran’s ballistic missile programme and penalise Tehran for expanding its paramilitary and political power across fragile Arab states including Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen. That attempt, too, looks forlorn.
The Iran nuclear deal may therefore be moribund. Mr Trump offers no alternative, other than war, to diplomacy that has successfully mothballed any nuclear bomb ambitions Tehran might have had. Meanwhile, MbS said in an interview ahead of his visit to the US this week that Saudi Arabia will seek a nuclear bomb if Iran gets one. But it is Israel that may pull the trigger on a new war.
It is probable that, in the coming days, the Israelis will strike hard at what they describe as an Iranian base in Syria south-west of Damascus. Satellite images of the purported base were broadcast on Fox News at the end of last month. When the BBC reported on what a western intelligence source called an Iranian-backed Shia militia base near Damascus in November, Israel’s air force obliterated it within weeks. Some western officials believe a follow-up is imminent.
Israel has attacked from the air in Syria more than 100 times since 2013, with the aim of destroying supposed depots or convoys of Iranian weapons destined for Hizbollah, the Lebanese Shia paramilitary group that has sharpened into Iran’s spearhead for the region. 

But this mooted raid would be escalation, since Syria shot down an Israeli jet last month after an Iranian drone crossed into Israel’s air space.
Israel has loudly insisted it will not allow Iran nor Hizbollah to set up permanent bases in Syria. Nor will it tolerate Hizbollah’s growing missile arsenal in Lebanon. Mr Netanyahu told a pro-Israel lobby group in Washington this month that “darkness is descending on our region” and “we will stop Iran”.
Yet highlighted in that speech was Israel’s claim that Iran has built precision missile factories inside Lebanon for Hizbollah. It has apparently not provided evidence of these facilities, but one western official says how and when to strike them is “being discussed at the highest level” in Israel. Unlike any air strike inside Syria, such an attack, with Hizbollah’s ability to respond by firing missiles deep inside Israel, could trigger an uncontrollable chain reaction.
There seems to be no restraint on this from the US, Israel’s closest ally. Russia, the main outside power in Syria, counsels caution to its Iranian allies. But it has said little publicly about the Israeli air force’s continuing attacks inside Syrian air space that Moscow supposedly controls.
The rhetoric of Hizbollah has been unusually subdued of late, but the ayatollahs in Tehran do not do quietism. Mr Netanyahu’s florid rhetoric belies his record of aversion to risk. Yet he is fighting for his political life.
With US and Saudi hostility to Iran behind him, he may feel he could get away with dramatic air strikes — like those Israel carried out on the Osirak nuclear reactor in Iraq in 1981 and a suspected Syrian nuclear facility in 2007. Alternatively, he might recall the fate of his predecessors who launched wars against Lebanon — Menachem Begin in 1982, Shimon Peres in 1996 and Ehud Olmert in 2006. All of them tumbled from office after wars far less destructive than this catastrophe would be.
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INDISPENSABLE SOLUTIONS TO IMPROVE EDUCATION
Education in Egypt, with the shortcomings it suffers, has become a target in public opinion, wrote Adel Abu Taleb in an article in Al-Masry Al-Youm on Wednesday.
We need to start adopting solutions decisively and quickly; even if they are bold and startling; to make our education genuinely useful and its programs purposeful.
Moreover, we have to employ competencies to teach these programs, and to further improve their skills and knowledge, and fulfill their needs.
This has to be carried out in a cheerful environment as it was in the past, when the schools were wide and full of colors, art, sports and religion and the students were eagerly attending and willing and able to comprehend their classes.
Reasonably, to achieve this loads of money are needed; the fact that was realized by many including members of parliament who urged the government to raise the public spending on education from 80 to 100 billion Egyptian pounds.
Some have even asked to increase expenditure on education to 130 billion pounds; which is even regarded by some as insufficient. 

However, the government was unable to do so; because of the need to fulfill other responsibilities, including improving infrastructure, healthcare system, railway and other services. Thus, it had to seek the help of another party; namely learners.
Nevertheless, they won't contribute to funding education; since they believe in the compulsion of free education; while at the same time, they pay a lot  of money for private classes, whose sum amount in some cases to 3 billion EGP according to a senior official.  

Accordingly, it could be said that offering free education contributes to large part to the deterioration of education; because it was applied comprehensively without consideration to its different types, circumstances and needs.
For instance, basic education costs the government a hefty sum of money, when it should be subsidized to a certain limit. There is nothing wrong with adopting this approach, which differs from one state to another according to needs and circumstances.
In the USA, for example, free education is not granted to everyone, and some people get their education partially funded. Whereas in Europe more than half the schools are funded by Catholic associations.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TREASURES EMERGE AFTER BEING UNEARTHED

Remarkable ancient Egyptian monuments, antiquities and tombs have continuously been discovered in the pan-Egyptian provinces.
There have been a series of finds in 2017, called by archaeologists as “a year of archaeological discoveries”. 
“Modern Egypt is built on top of ancient Egypt,” said Hawass. “Sometimes you excavate in your courtyard like in Aswan or Heliopolis and find monuments.” He added: “Until now we’ve only found 30% of the Egyptian monuments; 70% is still buried.”
Headlines were made when an eight-metre quartzite statue of Psamtek I was unearthed and initially thought to be for the famous pharaoh Ramses II. 
The statue of the late-period king was found in the crowded east Cairo suburb of Mataria, not far from Ain Shams University.
Very recently, a tomb and necropolis of Draa elNaga, near Egypt’s famous Valley of the Kings was unearthed. 
The tomb consists of a small room at ground level and a burial chamber eight metres below containing four mummies. Its principal occupant was a goldsmith named Amenemhat from the 18th Dynasty (1550BC to 1292BC), the time of Tutankhamun, Nefertiti and Hatshepsut. 
The tomb also contains skeletons, funerary artifacts, including 150 ushabti statues, intended to be servants in the afterlife, and four wooden sarcophagi, jewellery and funerary cones.
According to Zahi Hawass, one of the world’s leading Egyptologists and Egypt’s former minister of antiquities, the discovery of a tomb containing an identifiable nobleman such as this could be of great significance. Of the 50 funerary cones discovered, 40 belong to four other officials from the period whose bodies have not yet been found. 
“This is a good sign,” said Mostafa Waziry, who is leading the excavation. “It means if we keep digging in this area we’re going to find four more tombs.” 
The find was hailed by the present Egyptian minister of antiquities, Khaled Alnani, as “an important scientific discovery”.
Al-Watan
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