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R O U N D - U P
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said Egypt will not be able to take its deserved status except by paying more attention to scientific research and knowledge. The President said the state is doing its best in this field to get the distinguished place it should occupy among the countries of the world.
-------------------------------------------------------

President Sisi gave these remarks at the National Conference on Scientific Research organized by the Higher Education and Scientific Research Ministry under the rubric of "Launching Egyptians' Capabilities".

-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi opened Saturday the National Conference on Scientific Research.
The conference is organized by the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research under the theme "Launching Egyptians' Capabilities".
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research Khaled Abdel Ghaffar said in his speech at the conference that the academic community in Egypt appreciates that the conference is being held under the auspices of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi.
-------------------------------------------------------

Major General Moustafa Al Nimr, the director of Alexandria security has escaped death after his motorcade was exposed Saturday to an explosive charge blast that was planted by terrorists under a parking car at the Romanian Camp street within the framework of the attempts by terrorist Moslem Brotherhood to abort the election process and influence citizens participation in the Presidential elections. Two policemen were killed and five others were injured.

-------------------------------------------------------

 Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar sdaid the terrorist attack in Alexandria is a desperate attempt to destabilize the country.
He asserted that the state is on the right track pertaining to combating terrorism, adding that such acts of cowardice will not bind the will of police in their fight against extremism.
-------------------------------------------------------

Public Prosecutor counselor Nabil Sadek has assigned the Supreme State Security Prosecution to launch investigations into the terrorist bombing which targeted the motorcade of Alexandria security director.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Cabinet has issued a statement strongly denouncing the terrorist bombing in Alexandria saying these crimes indicate that perpetrators are not wishing a better future for the country. Prime Minister Sherif Ismail said these desperate attempts by the powers of terrorism are aimed at influencing the positive atmosphere in the country adding this incident will enhance the state determination to go ahead with its political course and economic reform. He said the state is exerting intensive efforts to fight terrorism adding the armed forces and police will not feel rest before uprooting terrorism.

-------------------------------------------------------

In a statement, the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation said that the UAE strongly condemns this cowardly and criminal act of terrorism aimed at undermining the security and stability of Egypt, adding the attack is contrary to all religious and humanitarian values and principles.
-------------------------------------------------------

The ministry expressed heartfelt sympathy and condolences to the families of those affected by this criminal act. It also prayed to Allah Almighty to rest the souls of the victims in paradise and grant patience and solace to their families. The ministry also wished the injured a quick recovery. 
-------------------------------------------------------

The Presidential election marathon starts Monday for three days between incumbent President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Moussa Moustafa Moussa, the leader of Al Ghad Party.

Head of the National Election Authority (NEA) Lasheen Ibrahim urged all the Egyptians to practice their constitutional rights and participate in the presidential election scheduled for March 26-28.
-------------------------------------------------------

The General Command of the Armed Forces Saturday announced that all arrangements are complete for organizing and securing the coming presidential elections that will kick off on Monday for three days.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Arab Parliament will participate in observing the Egyptian presidential election that will be held on Monday through Wednesday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Fifty-six observers from the African Union and COMESA will follow up the Presidential elections. Abdallah Diob, the head of the African Union's mission said the mission consists of 40 observers adding the main assignment of the African Union is to bolster peace and stability in the continent indicating that democracy and free elections are the main factors of stability.

-------------------------------------------------------

MENA Board Chairman and Editor-in-Chief Ali Hassan said that calling on people to vote in the presidential elections is not a breach of the electoral silence. 
-------------------------------------------------------

House of Representatives' Speaker Ali Abdel Aal asserted on Saturday that current challenges in the region, mainly terrorism and foreign interference, require solidarity among the Arab countries.
-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry returned home on Saturday wrapping up a three-day visit to India during which he took part in the Egyptian-Indian business forum.
The forum was organized by the Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce in cooperation with the Egyptian Trade Office in New Delhi.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian embassy in London is following up a probe into the death of an Egyptian student, said Alaa Abed, chairman of the Human Rights Committee of the House of Representatives on Saturday.
The embassy would hire private forensic experts to decide possible medical negligence after the assault on Mariam Mostafa, added Abed.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian embassy in Brazil received on Saturday an Egyptian delegation, who participated in the 8th World Water Forum. The National Water Research Center's deputy chairman Alaa Abdel Motleb headed the team on behalf of the minister of water resources and irrigation. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt strongly condemned the deadly car bomb attack in Mogadishu, which left at least 17 people dead and 10 others injured. In a statement, the Foreign Ministry offered the country’s condolences to the Somali government and its people, retreating that it stood shoulder to shoulder with Mogadishu in its war against terrorism.
-------------------------------------------------------

EgyptAir is set to resume flights to Erbil, Iraq, as of April 13, Chairman and Managing Director of the flag carrier of Egypt Sherif Ezzat announced on Saturday. Three flights will be operated weekly on Monday, Tuesday and Friday, Ezzat said.
-------------------------------------------------------

The 25th International Quran Recitation Competition kicked off on Saturday under the auspices of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi.
-------------------------------------------------------

A delegation of the US police and their families arrived in Cairo on a tourist visit to inspect the archaeological sites and landmarks.

-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptologists have found a depiction of one of the most famous pharaoh's in history Hatshepsut (one of only a handful of female pharaohs) on an object in the Egypt Center stores, which had been chosen for an object handling session.

-------------------------------------------------------

The Higher Administrative Court overturned on Saturday a previous court verdict against former president Hosni Mubarak, former prime minister Ahmed Nazif and former interior minister Habib el Adly obliged them to pay a fine of LE540 million.
Mubarak, Nazif and el Adly had filed an appeal against the verdict which obliged them to pay a fine of LE540 million for cutting off mobile and internet services during the January 25 Revolution.
-------------------------------------------------------

The State Lawsuits Authority decided to file an appeal before the Supreme Administrative Court against the verdict issued by the Administrative Court to halt the activities of Uber and Careem companies.
-------------------------------------------------------

Looking composed against Portugal, Egypt were on the brink of securing a famous friendly win over the European champions, only to be undone by two Cristiano Ronaldo goals that once again exposed their struggles with aerial threats.

A Mohamed Salah goal 11 minutes into the second half put Egypt in command against a toothless Portugal side who had found it hard to create goal-scoring chances until stoppage time in Zurich on Friday.

-------------------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail met, on Saturday, with Supply and Internal Trade Minister Ali Moselhi to probe efforts exerted by his ministry to provide strategic commodities and the ongoing coordination among the ministries concerned in this regard.  
-------------------------------------------------------

Transport Minister Hesham Arafat has called on the Metro officials to be in full alert to save the lives of passengers.

He pointed out that the ministry targets containing around 9 million passengers per day, stressing the importance of spreading various maintenance teams in the three lines of metro.

-------------------------------------------------------

Within the framework the activities of the seventh session of the joint Egyptian-Indian ministerial committee that was held in New Delhi under the foreign ministers of the two countries, the activities of the subcommittee for the commercial and economic cooperation kicked off under head of the trade representation of commercial offices Ahmed Antar and the Indian Trade Ministry Undersecretary. 

-------------------------------------------------------

Petroleum Minister Tareq El Molla said that the Egyptian Maintenance Company (EMC) will expand its operations in Iraq, Jordan, Oman, Algeria and Angola to provide petroleum maintenance services. 
El Molla was speaking, on Saturday, at the general assembly of EMC, highlighting the importance of provision of the required training to improve the capabilities of the cadres in the field of petroleum maintenance and increase the competitiveness of the related companies.  
-------------------------------------------------------

The Co-Operation Petroleum Company and the governorate of Kafr El-Sheikh inked, on Saturday, a cooperation protocol to establish seven new petrol stations, with investment cost of LE50 million, a statement by the Petroleum Ministry said. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Meetings of an Arab-African investment conference kicked off on Saturday at the Arab League (AL) headquarters in Cairo under the theme "Arab-African investments, in Light of Sustainable Development".
-------------------------------------------------------

Industrial Development Authority (IDA) Chairman Ahmed Abdul Razeq inked a contract for creating and developing a new industrial zone in Al-Sadat City with Saudi Company CBC on an area of 1.1 million square meters.

-------------------------------------------------------

MAIN STORY
SISI: WE NEITHER RESORTED TO SEDATIVES NOR PROMOTED ILLUSIONS AND FALSE HOPES

SHORING UP PILLARS OF THE STATE, FIGHTING TERRORISM, PROMOTING ECONOMY ARE 
THE MILESTONES OUR COURSE  
SCIENCE IS OUR WAR FOR A BETTER FUTURE

SINAI 2018 HAS ACHIEVED MUCH SUCCESSES

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said Egypt will not be able to take its deserved status except by paying more attention to scientific research and knowledge. The President said the state is doing its best in this field to get the distinguished place it should occupy among the countries of the world.
President Sisi gave these remarks at the National Conference on Scientific Research organized by the Higher Education and Scientific Research Ministry under the rubric of "Launching Egyptians' Capabilities".

"Egypt is in need of your research to overcome its problems", Sisi addressed scientists saying science is our way to achieve a better future. 

The president underlined that the State does its best by paying wider attention to scientific research, noting that scholars play an important role in this regard.
President Sisi voiced confidence in the Egyptians, saying that Egypt is rich with many talented minds who only need the state and government to benefit from their knowledge and researches.
President Sisi said that state and government are required to help young researchers to enable them to get a chance to develop the country. 
Sisi pointed out that this conference comes after February's third edition of the Africa Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation that was held in Cairo, noting that "such moves reflect our real keenness and appreciation to your anticipated role in building the future of our beloved homeland". 
President Sisi said that Egypt is facing several challenges in the current phase, including terrorism, unstable conditions that followed the 2011 revolution and hard economic circumstances. 
Egypt adopted a comprehensive approach to address such threats in view of shoring up the state's institutions and resorting stability, the president added.
"We have set a comprehensive strategy to combat terrorism with regard to cultural and social aspects in addition to the military and security approaches", Sisi noted, pointing out to "Operation Sinai 2018" which have achieved notable successes 
The president, underlined the state's approach to deal with the economic challenges, saying that "we were keen to tell the people the facts".
“We all pledged to pay for the real economic and social reform”, President Sisi noted.
Activities in scientific research sector as well as empowering youth and connecting scientific research with the state’s development strategy come in the heart of the reform battle, he said.
He highlighted the state’s strategy of sustainable development 2030 and the national strategy for science, technology and innovation in view of keenness to diversify resources of income, fighting poverty and promoting knowledge economy. 

President Sisi said that scientific research is considered a strategic option to overcome various obstacles hindering the development plan. 
The president voiced Egypt’s keenness on making knowledge available for all people, saying that the state has established several scientific and research institutions in this regard.
Sisi underlined that the government has provided about EGP 3 billion to support scientific research projects and innovation in several fields including energy, water, agriculture, backing local manufacturing and other sectors.
The President said a key challenge which faced the government was upgrading economy which was considerably hurt by instability following the events in 2011. "the President said we neither resorted to sedatives nor promoted false hopes to the people.

President Sisi opens National Conference on Scientific Research

 President Abdel Fattah El Sisi opened Saturday the National Conference on Scientific Research.
The conference is organized by the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research under the theme "Launching Egyptians' Capabilities".
Attending the inauguration ceremony were Prime Minister Sherif Ismail and Minister of Higher Education Khaled Abdel Ghaffar along with several ministers and researchers.
The conference is to review priorities of the scientific research in Egypt, within the unified national framework of science, technology and innovation as well as Egypt's sustainable development strategy 2030.
The participants will also discuss means of empowering women and young people in the field of science and technology along with vocational education. 

Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research Khaled Abdel Ghaffar said in his speech at the conference that the academic community in Egypt appreciates that the conference is being held under the auspices of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi.
He added that president Sisi always encourages upgrading the higher education system in Egypt. The president seeks removing any obstacles hampering higher education, added the minister.
The ministry, he pointed out, will exert all efforts for pushing forward higher education and scientific research in Egypt. 

Abdel Ghaffar said the Scientific research field was supported with EGP 21.1 billion in funds for the year 2017/2018 compared to EGP 17.8 billion in 2016/2017.

He said the ministry had hundreds of research centers with thousands of members in both private and public universities, as well as the ministry’s institutions, adding that for every one million citizens in the country there are 775 researchers.

He hailed seven new bills, including ones related to funding science and technology and establishing an Egyptian space agency, in creating a vibrant atmosphere for innovation.

The minister added that around 40,218 Egyptian studies have been published worldwide in scientific journals, with 193 countries cooperating with Egypt in the same field.
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A TERRORIST ATTEMPT FAILS TO SOUR DEMOCRATIC MARCH

ALEXANDRIA SECURITY DIRECTOR ESCAPES AN ATTEMPT ON HIS LIFE

TWO POLICEMEN KILLED

Major General Moustafa Al Nimr, the director of Alexandria security has escaped death after his motorcade was exposed Saturday to an explosive charge blast that was planted by terrorists under a parking car at the Romanian Camp street within the framework of the attempts by terrorist Moslem Brotherhood to abort the election process and influence citizens participation in the Presidential elections. Two policemen were killed and five others were injured.

Alex. Terrorist Attack Desperate Attempt to Destabilize Country – Interior Minister 

 Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar sdaid the terrorist attack in Alexandria is a desperate attempt to destabilize the country.
He asserted that the state is on the right track pertaining to combating terrorism, adding that such acts of cowardice will not bind the will of police in their fight against extremism.
He made the remarks as he was inspecting the scene of the terrorist attack. He also met with top security officials in the city.
The minister gave directives to work on uncovering the circumstances of the accident and its perpetrators. He offered his heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims.
He further visited the wounded people at Moustafa Kamel Hospital. 

Public Prosecutor Orders Probe into Alex. Terrorist Bombing

Public Prosecutor counselor Nabil Sadek has assigned the Supreme State Security Prosecution to launch investigations into the terrorist bombing which targeted the motorcade of Alexandria security director.
He ordered the first prosecutor of the Supreme State Security Prosecution Khaled Diyaa to move to the scene along with prosecution members to examine the scene and question the eyewitnesses and those injured in the bombing. 

Cabinet: Attack was Aimed at Souring Positive Atmosphere in the Country

The Cabinet has issued a statement strongly denouncing the terrorist bombing in Alexandria saying these crimes indicate that perpetrators are not wishing a better future for the country. Prime Minister Sherif Ismail said these desperate attempts by the powers of terrorism are aimed at influencing the positive atmosphere in the country adding this incident will enhance the state determination to go ahead with its political course and economic reform. He said the state is exerting intensive efforts to fight terrorism adding the armed forces and police will not feel rest before uprooting terrorism.

Al Azhar has strongly condemned the terrorist attack that targeted the motorcade of Alexandria security chief on Saturday.
In a statement, Al Azhar stressed that the assault is a criminal act as it aims at intimidating innocent people and spreading chaos.
The great Islamic edifice urged the Egyptian people to support the State institutions topped by the Armed Forces and the police in order to uproot terrorism. 
 Minister of Awqaf Mohamed Mokhtar Gomaa has condemned the terrorist attack.
In a statements, the minister said that such acts will only boost our determination to uproot terrorism. 
Gomaa stressed that terrorism has no religion or homeland, denouncing such attacks which contradict with Islamic teachings.
He called for rallying and coordinating efforts to eliminate terrorism, expressing hope that Egypt would be protects from any threats. 
Head of the Evangelical Church in Egypt Andrea Zaki condemned the terrorist attack.
In a statement, Zaki said that such acts will never dissuade the country and its people from fighting terrorism especially as the presidential election was looming. 
Minister of Social Solidarity Ghada Wali gave directives to conduct a study about the conditions of persons injured in the terrorist bombing.
In statements, the minister added that she gave orders to the head of Alexandria's social solidarity directorate to move to the scene of the incident and compile a field report about its repercussions. 
Condemnation 

In a statement, the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation said that the UAE strongly condemns this cowardly and criminal act of terrorism aimed at undermining the security and stability of Egypt, adding the attack is contrary to all religious and humanitarian values and principles.
The statement also renewed the UAE's solidarity and stand with Egypt's leadership, government and people.
It also emphasized the UAE's firm and unwavering stance towards rejecting the various forms of violence and terrorism targeting all regardless of religion, race and origin.
The ministry expressed heartfelt sympathy and condolences to the families of those affected by this criminal act. It also prayed to Allah Almighty to rest the souls of the victims in paradise and grant patience and solace to their families. The ministry also wished the injured a quick recovery. 
*Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Sabah al Ahmad al Jaber al Sabah sent a cable to President Abdel Fattah El Sisi expressing condemnation of the terrorist blast that occurred in the Mediterranean city of Alexandria.
The Emir denounced the terrorist operation that contradicts with all covenants and humanitarian values. He expressed support for Egypt regarding any measures it opts to take to safeguard its security and stability.
Bahrain has condemned the terrorist attack in Alexandria.
The Bahraini Foreign Ministry issued a statement extending sincere condolences to the families of the victims and wishing the injured a speedy recovery.
It asserted Bahrain’s solidarity with Egypt, backing all the measures to restore security and stability throughout the country.
It reiterated the Kingdom’s firm rejection of violence, extremism and terrorism, regardless of their motives and manifestations, calling for concerted efforts to root out the scourge of terror and dry up its sources of funding. 
*The US Embassy in Cairo condemned the terrorist attack that targeted on Saturday the motorcade of Alexandria security chief in the Mediterranean city.
"The U.S. reaffirms commitment to stand with Egypt in the battle against terrorism," the embassy said on its official Twitter account.
The embassy also extended condolences to the families and friends of the deceased and wished the wounded a speedy recovery. 

Britain condemned Saturday's terrorist attack. 

“The United Kingdom condemns the car bombing today in Alexandria and stands by Egypt in the fight against terrorism,” UK ambassador to Egypt John Casson wrote in Twitter. 
Italy's embassy in Cairo condemned the blast.

In a press release, the embassy offered condolences to the families of the victims. It asserted Rome's commitment to combating terrorism.

The German embassy in Cairo has condemned the blast.
In a statement, the embassy asserted that there is no justification for such acts of violence at any time or under any pretext.
It expressed condolences to the families of the victims, wishing speedy recovery for the injured.
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MAIN STORY III
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION MARATHON TAKES OFF MONDAY
The Presidential election marathon starts Monday for three days between incumbent President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Moussa Moustafa Moussa, the leader of Al Ghad Party.

 Head of the National Election Authority (NEA) Lasheen Ibrahim urged all the Egyptians to practice their constitutional rights and participate in the presidential election scheduled for March 26-28.
Ibrahim said that it is time that the Egyptians can show to the whole world an image of their strife for democracy and the struggle against terrorism. 
He further called on the Egyptian people to cast their ballots to choose a president of the country, describing the voting as a duty. He said the NEA has taken all necessary preparations for ensuring transparent elections.

Counselor Mahmoud El Sherif, the NEA spokesman said an operations room has been set up for following up the proceeding of the voting process

Defense and Military Production Minister Sedqy Sobhy decided Saturday to assign a number of military jets to transfer the judges supervising the presidential election to remote areas.
The move comes to facilitate the mission of the judges.
In a statement, the Armed Forces stressed that the decision is part of the intensified measures taken to secure the polls.
The judges expressed appreciation for the Armed forces for its patriotic role.
The General Command of the Armed Forces Saturday announced that all arrangements are complete for organizing and securing the coming presidential elections that will kick off on Monday for three days.
A released statement indicated that all arrangements for providing a safe atmosphere to voters to cast their ballots in the election are now complete in cooperation with the Interior Ministry agencies and other State departments concerned.
The army personnel are entrusted with protecting the citizens and standing up to any threats that could face voters during the elections, according to the statement.
The Armed Forces are participating in securing the elections with units of the Second Field Army and naval forces along with paratroops and rapid intervention forces, added the statement. 

The Ministry of Interior has taken unprecedented measures for securing the Presidential elections. Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar said the Ministry's plan for securing elections depends on the deployment of 350,000 officers and soldiers for securing voting stations. 

Arab Parliament to Observe Egypt's Presidential Election

The Arab Parliament will participate in observing the Egyptian presidential election that will be held on Monday through Wednesday.
The delegation, led by Arab Parliament deputy president Adel Abdulrahman al Assoumi, comprises 14 members from 12 Arab countries, the Arab body said in a statement on Saturday.
The Arab Parliament's participation in observing the Egyptian presidential election comes at the invitation of Egypt’s National Election Authority, the statement noted.
An operations room was formed at the headquarters of the Arab Parliament’s general secretariat to follow up the election, it said. 

56 African Observers to Follow up Presidential Elections

Fifty six observers from the African Union and COMESA will follow up the Presidential elections. Abdallah Diob, the head of the African Union's mission said the mission consists of 40 observers adding the main assignment of the African Union is to bolster peace and stability in the continent indicating that democracy and free elections are the main factors of stability.

He said the main goal of the mission is to make sure that elections are conforming with the African Union criteria as Egypt is supportive of security and stability in Africa.

MENA Chief: Egyptians will Vote to Combat Terrorism

MENA Board Chairman and Editor-in-Chief Ali Hassan said that calling on people to vote in the presidential elections is not a breach of the electoral silence. 
Addressing a symposium organized by the National Press Authority on the press coverage in the upcoming polls, Hassan said that both press and media have a big role to encourage voters to cast their ballots.
"We need a wide participation by voters who exercise their political rights in electing the president of Egypt to accomplish the progress in all fields," he said.
He denounced a terrorist bombing that occurred in Alexandria, asserting that "this despicable act will only boost our determination."
"We will challenge those who directed the terrorists to commit their crime against the people and the homeland," said Hassan.
"There is a state of tension, confusion and hatred that gripped the terror platforms in Turkey and Qatar for the high participation of Egyptians abroad in the presidential elections," he added.
He asserted that the Egyptian people will foil the Qatari and Turkish conspiracies to induce Egyptians to boycott elections.
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PARL. SPEAKER URGES UNITY, SOLIDARITY 
TO FACE REGIONAL CHALLENGES

House of Representatives' Speaker Ali Abdel Aal asserted on Saturday that current challenges in the region, mainly terrorism and foreign interference, require solidarity among the Arab countries.
Abdel Aal was addressing a meeting of the Arab delegations participating in the 138th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in Geneva.
"We have to be united to counter these challenges," he said, adding that several Arab countries are currently suffering terrorism.
He cited human development in the Arab world as one of the challenges.
"We have to admit that there is dispersion, but solidarity makes enemies step aside," he said.
ALL PAPERS &MENA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FM BACK HOME AFTER INDIA'S VISIT

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry returned home on Saturday wrapping up a three-day visit to India during which he took part in the Egyptian-Indian business forum.
The forum was organized by the Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce in cooperation with the Egyptian Trade Office in New Delhi.
During the visit, Shoukry had talks with his Indian counterpart Sushma Swaraj on means of boosting bilateral relations along with other issues of common concern.
The two top diplomats also co-chaired the seventh session of the joint committee.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPTIAN EMBASSY FOLLOWS UP FORENSIC REPORTS 
IN MARIAM MOSTAFA CASE

The Egyptian embassy in London is following up a probe into the death of an Egyptian student, said Alaa Abed, chairman of the Human Rights Committee of the House of Representatives on Saturday.
The embassy would hire private forensic experts to decide possible medical negligence after the assault on Mariam Mostafa, added Abed.
He made the remarks during a meeting with Egypt's Ambassador in London Nasser Kamel as part of his visit to Britain to uncover the circumstances of Mariam Mostafa's death.
Mostafa was brutally attacked by 10 girls in Nottingham city. The motives behind the attack have to be determined as authorities are still investigating.
Abed said a comprehensive report would be prepared and presented to the House of Representatives' speaker about his visit.

ALL PAPERS &MENA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT PARTAKES IN WORLD WATER FORUM IN BRAZIL

The Egyptian embassy in Brazil received on Saturday an Egyptian delegation, who participated in the 8th World Water Forum.
The National Water Research Center's deputy chairman Alaa Abdel Motleb headed the team on behalf of the minister of water resources and irrigation. 
He delivered a speech before the gathering, clarifying internal and external challenges facing the water sector in Egypt.
He stressed the necessity of cooperation among the Nile basin countries on the bases of the international law, read the statement.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT CONDEMNS MOGADISHU DEADLY TERROR ATTACK

Egypt strongly condemned the deadly car bomb attack in Mogadishu, which left at least 17 people dead and 10 others injured.
In a statement, the Foreign Ministry offered the country’s condolences to the Somali government and its people, retreating that it stood shoulder to shoulder with Mogadishu in its war against terrorism.
The explosion occurred near the Weheliye hotel on the busy Makka Almukarramah road. 
Al-Shabab group claimed responsibility for the blast. The group frequently attacks Mogadishu’s high-profile areas such as hotels and military checkpoints.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPTAIR TO RESUME FLIGHTS TO IRAQI ERBIL ON APRIL 13

EgyptAir is set to resume flights to Erbil, Iraq, as of April 13, Chairman and Managing Director of the flag carrier of Egypt Sherif Ezzat announced on Saturday.
Three flights will be operated weekly on Monday, Tuesday and Friday, Ezzat said.
A fourth flight is scheduled to be operated on Sunday as of September 16, he added.
In last September, all international flights from and to Erbil airport in Kurdistan Region in North Iraq were suspended.

Al-Akhbar & MENA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
INT'L QURAN COMPETITION KICKS OFF
 IN CAIRO

The 25th International Quran Recitation Competition kicked off on Saturday under the auspices of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi.
The six-day contest is organized by the Ministry of Awqaf (Religious Endowments), with around 66 competitors from more than 50 countries participating. 
Ten judges were appointed for the competition, which provides more than one million pounds in prize money.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DELEGATION OF US POLICE, FAMILIES ARRIVE IN CAIRO 
TO INSPECT TOURIST LANDMARKS
A delegation of the US police and their families arrived in Cairo on a tourist visit to inspect the archaeological sites and landmarks.

The visit comes upon an invitation extended by the Egyptian authorities with a view to promoting the archaeological sites.

Sources with Cairo International Airport authorities said that the US delegation arrived on board of EgyptAir flight coming from New York.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DEPICTION OF HATSHEPSUT'S HEAD DISCOVERED 
BY SWANSEA EGYPTOLOGIST

Egyptologists have found a depiction of one of the most famous pharaoh's in history Hatshepsut (one of only a handful of female pharaohs) on an object in the Egypt Center stores, which had been chosen for an object handling session.

Swansea University Egyptology lecturer Dr Ken Griffin has found a depiction of one of the most famous pharaoh's in history Hatshepsut (one of only a handful of female pharaohs) on an object in the Egypt Centre stores, which had been chosen for an object handling session.

The opportunity to handle genuine Egyptian artefacts is provided by the Egypt Centre to students studying Egyptology at Swansea University. During a recent handling session for an Egyptian Art and Architecture module Dr Kenneth Griffin, from the University's Department of Classics, Ancient History and Egyptology, noticed that one of the objects chosen was much more interesting than initially thought.

Consisting of two irregularly shaped limestone fragments that have been glued together, the object had been kept in storage for over twenty years and was requested for the handling session based only on an old black and white photograph.

The front side depicts the head of a figure whose face is unfortunately missing, with the remains of a fan directly behind. Traces of hieroglyphs are also present above the head. The iconography of the piece indicates that it represents a ruler of Egypt, particularly with the presence of the uraeus (cobra) on the forehead of the figure. Who is this mysterious pharaoh and where did the fragment originate from?
A search of the Egypt Centre records provides no information on the original provenance or find spot of the object. What is known is that it came to Swansea in 1971 as part of the distribution of objects belonging to Sir Henry Wellcome (1853-1936), the pharmaceutical entrepreneur based in London. The fragments are less than 5cm thick and had clearly been removed from the wall of a temple or tomb, as can be seen from the cut marks on the back.

Having visited Egypt on over fifty occasions, Dr Griffin quickly recognised the iconography as being similar to reliefs within the temple of Hatshepsut at Deir el-Bahri (Luxor), which was constructed during the height of the New Kingdom. In particular, the treatment of the hair, the fillet headband with twisted uraeus, and the decoration of the fan are all well-known at Deir el-Bahri.

Most importantly, the hieroglyphs above the head -- part of a formulaic text attested elsewhere at the temple -- use a feminine pronoun, a clear indication that the figure is female.

Hatshepsut was the fifth pharaoh of the Eighteenth Dynasty (c.1478-1458 BC) and one of only a handful of women to have held this position. Early in her reign she was represented as a female wearing a long dress, but she gradually took on more masculine traits, including being depicted with a beard. The reign of Hatshepsut was one of peace and prosperity, which allowed her to construct monuments throughout Egypt. Her memorial temple at Deir el-Bahri, built to celebrate and maintain her cult, is a masterpiece of Egyptian architecture.
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COURT OVERTURNS LE540M RULING AGAINST MUBARAK, NAZIF, ADLY 
IN COMMUNICATION CASE

The Higher Administrative Court overturned on Saturday a previous court verdict against former president Hosni Mubarak, former prime minister Ahmed Nazif and former interior minister Habib el Adly obliged them to pay a fine of LE540 million.
Mubarak, Nazif and el Adly had filed an appeal against the verdict which obliged them to pay a fine of LE540 million for cutting off mobile and internet services during the January 25 Revolution.
In May 2011, an administrative court had found the former president and the two former ministers responsible for cutting internet and mobile services nationwide during the 18-day uprising that led to their ouster. The three together were fined for damages to the Egyptian economy.
All internet services were cut during the period between January 28 - February 2, 2011. Mobile calling services were cut on 28 January for the whole day, while short message services were not restored before February 5.
In its reasons behind the ruling, the Higher Administrative Court the administrative court (first instance) had no jurisdiction to hand down such verdict as long the people who filed the lawsuit had not specified this in the first place.
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STATE LAWSUITS AUTHORITY TO APPEAL VERDICT 
TO HALT ACTIVITIES OF UBER, CAREEM IN EGYPT

The State Lawsuits Authority decided to file an appeal before the Supreme Administrative Court against the verdict issued by the Administrative Court to halt the activities of Uber and Careem companies.
A number of taxi drivers pressed charges against the two ride-sharing companies to halt their activities and their mobile applications.
The plaintiffs said the two companies are operating in violation of the law as they commute passengers in return for money breaching the conditions of licensing their vehicles which are assigned for personal use only and should not offer services of transporting passengers.
They believe that including private cars in the taxi business causes grave material damage to taxi drivers who have abided by the legal procedures to obtain licenses for their vehicles. 
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RONALDO SHOWS EGYPT DEFENDERS HAVE NO HEAD FOR HEIGHTS

Looking composed against Portugal, Egypt were on the brink of securing a famous friendly win over the European champions, only to be undone by two Cristiano Ronaldo goals that once again exposed their struggles with aerial threats.

A Mohamed Salah goal 11 minutes into the second half put Egypt in command against a toothless Portugal side who had found it hard to create goal-scoring chances until stoppage time in Zurich on Friday.

With the clock ticking down, Real Madrid ace Ronaldo leapt over the defence on two occasions to score a last-gasp double with two headers and turn the match on its head, depriving Egypt of a remarkable win.

A left-wing cross from substitute Ricardo Quaresma eluded the otherwise impressive Ahmed Hegazi and found Ronaldo unmarked to head home from close. Just before the final whistle, Ronaldo beat Hegazi's central defensive partner Ali Gabr to a free-kick to power another header home.

Hegazi and Gabr, both more than 1.9 meters tall, were largely solid until Ronaldo's late salvo, comfortably dealing with long balls. However, as often under coach Hector Cuper, they lost concentration when it mattered most.

The Pharaohs looked close to winning the African Cup of Nations a year ago when they took a 1-0 first-half lead over Cameroon but paid the price of similarly slack defending when Nicolas Nkoulou leapt between two challengers to head home a cross and level the score in the second period. The Indomitable Lions then netted a late goal to secure the title.

"The defeat against Portugal was painful because it came in the dying minutes. Portugal were only dangerous in crosses; otherwise our defence was not really troubled," former Egypt playmaker Hazem Emam said on ONSport television channel after the game.

"Hegazi and Gabr played a great game, but our positioning in defence in the latter stages was a negative point."

Out of the 20 goals Egypt shipped under Cuper, 11 came from crosses from open play or dead-ball situations.

The canny Argentinean boss will be aware he needs to improve that aspect in the next four friendly games before Egypt head to Russia to make their first World Cup appearance in 28 years.

Egypt open their World Cup campaign on 15 June against South American powerhouses Uruguay, who boast Edinson Cavani and Luis Suarez - two world class strikers whose aerial prowess is unmatched.
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ECONOMY
PM MEETS SUPPLY, PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS MINISTERS
 ON STRATEGIC GOODS

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail met, on Saturday, with Supply and Internal Trade Minister Ali Moselhi to probe efforts exerted by his ministry to provide strategic commodities and the ongoing coordination among the ministries concerned in this regard.  
The premier held a meeting also with Parliamentary Affairs Minister Omar Marwan to discuss the priorities of the legislative agenda during the coming phase in light of the draft laws submitted by the government to the House of Representatives, said a statement issued by the cabinet on Saturday. 
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TRANSPORT MINISTER: WE TARGET CONTAINING 9 MILLION PASSENGERS 
IN METRO PER DAY

Transport Minister Hesham Arafat has called on the Metro officials to be in full alert to save the lives of passengers.

He pointed out that the ministry targets containing around 9 million passengers per day, stressing the importance of spreading various maintenance teams in the three lines of metro.

This came during the minister's yesterday inspection visit of the two central control rooms in the first and second lines in the headquarters of the company in Ramsis Square.
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EGYPTIAN-INDIAN CONSENSUS ON ENHANCING ECONOMIC COOP. 

Within the framework the activities of the seventh session of the joint Egyptian-Indian ministerial committee that was held in New Delhi under the foreign ministers of the two countries, the activities of the subcommittee for the commercial and economic cooperation kicked off under head of the trade representation of commercial offices Ahmed Antar and the Indian Trade Ministry Undersecretary. 

On his part, Antar said that the subcommittee mulled over a number of issues related to enhancing joint commercial and economic relations in terms of historic relations binding the two countries, noting that the past period witnessed a remarkable development at the level of trade exchange and joint investments between the two sides especially after the successful visit paid by president Sisi to major Indian companies in 2016 that contributed to attracting a large number of major Indian companies to invest in Egypt. 
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EMC TO EXPAND IN ASIAN, AFRICAN COUNTRIES: MIN. 

Petroleum Minister Tareq El Molla said that the Egyptian Maintenance Company (EMC) will expand its operations in Iraq, Jordan, Oman, Algeria and Angola to provide petroleum maintenance services. 
El Molla was speaking, on Saturday, at the general assembly of EMC, highlighting the importance of provision of the required training to improve the capabilities of the cadres in the field of petroleum maintenance and increase the competitiveness of the related companies.  
The EMC managed to develop its services, including the comprehensive maintenance, technical support services, repairing of turbines and marine maintenance as well as its operations abroad, said EMC's head Wagih Al Gioushy. 
The company had carried out several projects in Asian and African countries, Gioushy noted.  

Protocol inked to Establish 7 Petrol Stations in Kafr El-Sheikh

The Co-Operation Petroleum Company and the governorate of Kafr El-Sheikh inked, on Saturday, a cooperation protocol to establish seven new petrol stations, with investment cost of LE50 million, a statement by the Petroleum Ministry said. 
The inking ceremony was attended by El-Molla, who said that his ministry is carrying out projects to improve services in governorates and provide citizens with their needs of fuel. 
El-Molla shed light on the importance of the inked protocol in supporting the ministry’s plan to expand in the establishment of gas stations, adding that the ministry is seeking to ink similar protocols with other governorates. 
For his part, governor of Kafr El-Sheikh Al-Sayed Nasr said that the protocol will utilize the governorate’s assets for the benefit of residents, which will also help create openings. 
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ARAB-AFRICAN INVESTMENT CONF. KICKS OFF IN CAIRO

Meetings of an Arab-African investment conference kicked off on Saturday at the Arab League (AL) headquarters in Cairo under the theme "Arab-African investments, in Light of Sustainable Development".
The five-day forum is organized by the Arab Women Investors Union in cooperation with the National Council for Women, under the sponsorship of the AL. 
Head of the Arab Women Investors Union (AWIU) Hoda Yassa said that the conference will highlight achievements of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi over the past four years in view of the investment laws and mega development projects that have been carried out in Egypt.
The conference contributes to luring investments to the Egyptian market in light of the current state of security and stability which Egypt enjoys, Yassa added.  

AOI, AWIU INK Coop. Protocol

The Arab Organization for Industrialization (AOI) and the AWIU inked on Saturday a cooperation protocol.
The protocol was inked by AOI’s Qader factory president Ahmed Abdel Rahim and Yassa on the sidelines of the Arab-African investment conference at the Arab League HQ. 
Abdel Rahim said that the protocol aims at promoting the products of the AOI through the AWIU, adding that the AOI was taking part in achieving President’s Abdel Fattah El Sisi’s sustainable development plan. 

MENA 
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LE900M FOR CREATING INDUSTRIAL ZONE IN SADAT CITY

Industrial Development Authority (IDA) Chairman Ahmed Abdul Razeq inked a contract for creating and developing a new industrial zone in Al-Sadat City with Saudi Company CBC on an area of 1.1 million square meters.

This comes within the framework of the strategy of the industry ministry to offer 60 million square meters as industrial zones for the industry men till 2020. 

Abdul Razeq said that the total investments that the company will pump for developing the zone in question amount to LE900 million.
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS

SYRIAN GOVERNMENT FORCES ENTER EASTERN GHOUTA’S HARASTA

Syrian forces entered, on Saturday, the town of Harasta in Eastern Ghouta near the capital Damascus, Syrian state media reported, expanding the government’s control in the enclave.

Syria’s state news agency (SANA) said army units started removing barricades and opening streets in Harasta, paving the way for military engineering units to clear the city of explosives left behind by rebels.

The entry comes a day after the second group of Ahrar al-Sham militants and their families left Harasta under an evacuation deal with the government.

Over the past two days, as many as 4,614 people, including 1,485 militants, left the town to travel by buses to the Idlib province, controlled by the armed opposition, under the agreement, according to SANA.

According to the deal, as many as 7,000 rebels and their family members left areas of Jobar, Zamalka, Arbeen, and Ayn Tarma in Eastern Ghouta, on Saturday. The deal covers the main rebel groups in control of those areas, namely the Failaq al-Rahman, and the al-Qaida-linked Nusra Front.

The agreement will also see the release of kidnapped people by the rebels ahead of their evacuation and lists of names were handed over to the Russian side.

The fresh deal comes a day after the Failaq al-Rahman group declared a unilateral cease-fire to negotiate its withdrawal from the region
.

Moreover, more than 105K civilians left Eastern Ghouta through safe passages determined by the Syrian army, said a military source cited by SANA.
Syria: 10 killed, Dozens Injured in  Car Bomb Blast In Central Idlib
Ten persons were killed and dozens others wounded in a car bomb blast that hit central Idlib, Al Hadath channel reported, citing a statement from the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR).


The channel gave no further details on the incident.

Turkey Takes Full Control of Syria's Afrin: military source

Turkey’s military and its Syrian rebel allies have taken full control of northwest Syria’s Afrin region, a Turkish army source said on Saturday, as aid workers distributed food to people in the area.

“Control has been completely achieved in the Afrin region and search operations are continuing so that local people can return safely to their houses,” the source told Reuters
.


In Afrin, people queued to receive hot food which was being distributed by the Turkish Red Crescent while Turkish soldiers kept security and armored vehicles moved along the streets, according to the military source.

On the other hand, thousands of people in different European cities protested against the Turkish "occupation" of the Syrian Afrin.

Erdogan: Claims About Turkey’s Military Campaign In Afrin Are Baseless

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan told French President Emmanuel Macron, in a phone call, that he was disturbed by claims about Turkey’s military campaign in Syria’s Afrin region. 

Erdogan described the claims as "baseless", a Turkish presidential source said on Friday.

Terrorists in Syria receive arms, funds from abroad: Russian Commander

All illegal armed groups in Syria receive weapons, finances and are guided from abroad; TASS quoted Chief of Russia’s General Staff and First Deputy Defense Minister Valery Gerasimov as saying.
“Take Syria as an example. Prior to Russia’s involvement in the conflict on the government’s side, the country had been actually pursuing an undeclared war advocating for its right to exist. It is still unclear when this struggle transformed from local unrest to a
military conflict," he added.

"No state has openly declared a war with Syria, but all illegal armed groups receive weapons, finances and are guided from abroad," he said.

The number of participants of military conflicts is rising there as
time goes by, Gerasimov added.
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AL CHIEF URGES ARAB, AFRICAN TO CONTRIBUTE TO IRAQ RECONSTRUCTION

Arab League (AL) Secretary General Ahmed Aboul Gheit on Saturday called for pooling the efforts of the key economic players in Africa and the Arab World via exchanging expertise and relevant success stories.

The AL chief also urged them to contribute to the reconstruction of Iraq, which he said has faced real challenges with regard to combating and eradicating terrorism, causing big damage to its infrastructure.

The remarks were part of Aboul Gheit’s speech that was delivered by  director of the AL sustainable development and international cooperation department at the opening session of an Arab-African conference on comprehensive sustainable development, which kicked off earlier in the day.

Aboul Gheit highlighted the importance of the role that can be played by the investment sector in supporting the Iraqi people’s aspirations to reconstruct their country after terrorist groups were defeated there.

The participation of several Iraqi investment officials in the conference is a chance to brief the attendees on the privileges Baghdad provides to Arab and African investors, he added.
 
Meanwhile, the AL chief urged the Arab and African investors to support small and medium enterprises, which will in turn boost exports and increase the national income.
MENA
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LEBANESE PRESIDENT WARNS OF  COUNTRY’S ‘BANKRUPTCY

“President Michel Aoun  of Lebanon warned on Friday that his country is facing imminent “bankruptcy calling for combating
Corruption”.

The president made his warning while receiving Maronite Patriarch Beshara al-Rahi, at the presidential palace.

“Those who will be elected to parliament should know they are not coming for a stroll, but they should assume the responsibility of a country that is in danger,” Rahi said.
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US IMPOSES SANCTIONS ON IRANIAN HACKING NETWORK
The US Administration announced, on Friday, imposing sanctions and criminal charges against an Iranian hacker network. The network allegedly targeted more than 300 US and foreign universities, the United Nations, and dozens of American firms and
government agencies.

Nine of 10 accused individuals were connected to the "Mabna  Institute", a high-tech company in Shiraz, Iran, that the Justice Department said hacks on behalf of Iranian universities and the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps.
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MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS OCCUPIED JERUSALEM THIS WEEK

Moroccan Foreign Minister, Nasser Bourita, will pay an official visit to Palestine, including Jerusalem, this week, announced Palestinian Foreign Ministry.

"The Moroccan minister will arrive at the Palestinian territories on March 27, in an official visit, during which he will visit Jerusalem", said Palestinian Deputy Foreign Minister.


It is known that visits by Arab officials to Jerusalem are rare; because entering the city requires direct coordination with the Israeli occupation forces.

In another context, The US threatened to quit the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on Tuesday, after the Geneva-based body adopted five resolutions condemning Israel
.


US Ambassador Nikki Haley said in a statement that the council was “grossly biased against Israel,” noting that it had adopted only three resolutions separately targeting North Korea, Iran and Syria.

“Our patience is not unlimited. Today’s actions make clear that the organization lacks the credibility needed to be a true advocate for human rights,” she said.
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FUNDING TERRORISM ACCUSATIONS TO QATAR ARE NOW INTERNATIONAL

Emirate Al-Bayan Newspaper described the "List of Terrorist Classification" published by Qatar National Counter-Terrorism Committee, as a shameless maneuver and naïve fraud.

In an editorial, Al-Bayan noted that Qatar, which is accused of funding terrorism by the Arab Quartet, is no longer acting in a proper way.

The newspaper stressed that despite publishing this list, which implies a confession of the terrorism funding accusations; there are still plenty of institutions in Qatar, including charities, that provide terrorists across the world with funds.

The accusations of supporting terrorism leveled at Qatar are no longer made by Arab states only, but extended internationally.

This was mirrored in the international newspapers, like Financial Times and New York Times, shedding light on the $1 billion paid up by Qatar to Hezbollah and terrorists group active in Iraq to free 26 members of a Qatari falconry party, captured by militias in Syria.
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YEMENI ARMY LIBERATE MILITARY STRATEGIC CAMP

Yemeni military forces supported by Popular Resistance Forces and the Arab Coalition aircrafts were able to liberate the strategic camp of Taiba from the grip of Houthi militias in the district of Bart al-Anan, north of Al-Jawf governorate.

The Taiba military camp is considered strategic as Houthis used it as a gathering point for its militants and the mobilization of reinforcements from Saada and other areas; since it separates the provinces of Saada and al-Jawf.

By liberating the camp, Yemen’s legitimate armed forces will be able to cut off the militias’ supply lines from Dahra and Wadi al-Qaif. A large-scale military operation was launched a few days ago in which the army succeeded in recovering large areas in the district of Bart al-Anan.
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EDITORIALS & COLUMNS

IN FOREIGN MEDIA:

 WHERE ARE MARIAM AND AFRIN

 IN HUMAN RIGHTS “HUBBUB”
In an exaggerated manner, Reuters, Associated Press and C.N.N in addition to B.B.C focused on accusing Egypt of involvement in human rights violations and imposing restrictions on media freedom .  They published many reports that led to the same target, writes Hany Assal.

These media outlets largely reported the statements made by Raad Al-Hussein, as if Egypt is their only concern, meanwhile the UN Human Rights High Commission didn’t take any action or release similar heated statements about the tragic assault on the Egyptian girl Mariam in London or the Turkish army’s violations against the Syrian occupied Afrin.

The C.N.N paid major interest in the coverage of the repots that mentioned the British House of Commons’ some members, who attempted to travel to Egypt to see the jailed removed president Mohammed Morsi, claiming they want to assure health condition due to what they alleged the bad conditions inside his prison.

These moves coincided with an article written by Morsi’s son and published by the “Washington Post” about the same issue.

Moreover, these media outlets ballooned the reports on investigating some Egyptian mediamen or artists, claiming that such step shows that the Egyptian state seeks to muzzle the freedom of expression. They also were interested in linking these reports with the coming presidential election.

It is regrettable that this aggressive attitude runs against their “defensive” method in the crisis flared up due to the decision taken by the M.B.C T.V to ban screening the Turkish soap opera.

The Associated Press has recently reported that this ban is the last victim of the Middle East conflicts, the writer concluded.
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ERDOGAN LEADS THE IKHWAN TO MERCIFUL FATE

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has mediated to bring the fighters of the Muslim Brotherhood group from Eastern Ghouta, not because he loves Syria, which he actually wishes to see decimated, writes Mostafa al-Saeed in an article in Al-Ahram on Sunday.

Erdogan essentially wants to bring the Ikhwan fighters out so as to build an army of his in the fashion of the Janissaries formed by Orhan Gazi, the second bey of the nascent Ottoman Sultanate, which have become the most formidable and bravest military forces worldwide.

Those Janissaries, meaning the “new army”, had played the most crucial part in the Ottoman conquests. Erdogan needs just this at present; the Ikhwan fighters show blind obedience and seek martyrdom and played the largest part in the occupation of the Syrian city of Afrin, killed and rendered homeless its inhabitants and advanced the Turkish forces to spare them any losses.

The missions to be offered to Erdogan’s janissaries are many, but on top of them come the elimination of Kurdish militants in Syria, Iraq and Southeastern Turkey mountains, which the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) is using as a base for its anti-Turkey operations.

Erdogan, however, is using the “Kurdish peril” game to conceal his real ambitions about occupying parts from Syria and Iraq, which he calls “safe zone”.

Erdogan has kept large numbers of refugees in order to recruit some for his neo-Janissaries, lend legitimacy to the occupation of any part of Syria under the pretext of sending back the displaced persons and threaten Europe with waves of refuges so as to blackmail it.

The tasks of the Ikhwanian janissaries in Erdogan’s plot are going beyond the Turkish borders and Turkey’s neighboring countries. He sends them to areas where he seeks to enhance his influence, including the Turkish military base in Qatar, with the aim of protecting the throne of its ruler, Tamim bin Hamad.

In a related column by Ahmed Abdel-Tawwab in al-Ahram, he said Erdogan is commencing his handling of some issues by brandishing the use of force against all laws and norms.

In recent weeks, his fleet waged a piracy operation to prevent the oil rig of Italy’s Eni, which has a contract with Cyprus to explore for natural gas in the Cypriot economic water, under the pretext that the so-called Turkish Cyprus state, recognized by no country except Turkey, has a share in this production!
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Cairo morning dailies give prominence to the national conference on scientific research, opened Saturday by President Abdel Fatth El Sisi, where he asserted that scientific research is considered a strategic option to overcome various obstacles hindering the development plan. He added that Egypt will not be able to take its deserved status except by paying attention to scientific research and knowledge.


Sisi underlined that the government has provided about EGP 3 billion to support scientific research projects and innovation in several fields including energy, water, agriculture, backing local manufacturing and other sectors.


The president underlined the state's approach to deal with the economic challenges, saying that "we were keen to tell the people the facts".


Sisi voiced confidence in the Egyptians, saying that Egypt is rich with many talented minds who only need the state and government to benefit from their knowledge and researches.


On another plane, one policeman and a driver were killed and at least one person was injured on Saturday when a car bomb detonated in Alexandria’s Roushdy area that targeted a security convoy that included the head of the city’s Security Directorate Mostafa al-Nimr


Prosecutor General counselor Nabil Sadek has entrusted the Supreme State Security Prosecution with starting investigations into the terrorist attack.


Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar, on his part, stressed that the terrorist attack is a desperate attempt to destabilize the country.


He asserted that the state is on the right track pertaining to combating terrorism, adding that such acts of cowardice will not bind the will of police in their fight against extremism.


The General Command of the Egyptian Armed Forces on Saturday announced that all arrangements are complete for organizing and securing the coming presidential elections that will kick off on Monday for three days. The army personnel are entrusted with protecting the citizens and standing up to any threats that could face voters during the elections.


Petroleum Minister Tarek El Molla said that Egyptian Maintenance Company (EMC) will expand its operations in Iraq, Jordan, Oman, Algeria and Angola to provide petroleum maintenance services. He highlighted the importance of provision of the required training to improve the capabilities of the cadres in the field of petroleum maintenance and increase the competitiveness of the related companies.


Syrian government forces have entered the town of Harasta in Eastern Ghouta after the last units of the Ahrar al-Sham militant group left the area, Syrian state television reported, adding that de-miners had begun to clear mines. A senior military commander told the state TV that "Harasta has been fully cleared of terrorists," which is "a huge success for all Syrians."


French President Emmanuel Macron has said the attack on the supermarket in southwestern France was being treated as a terrorist act, after reports that a gunman took hostages and demanded the release of a suspect in the 2015 Paris attacks. Meanwhile, the French police have arrested a second person believed to be linked to the attack in Trèbes, France which led to the death of four people, and the terrorist himself, a judicial source said.
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Undoubtedly, upgrading the scientific research comes on top of the factors that will help Egypt achieve comprehensive development in all fields of life, mainly implementing its sustainable development vision 2030, which kicked off already, Al Ahram editorial says.





Within this context, President Abdel Fattah El Sisi opened Saturday the National Conference on Scientific Research to assert how far it realizes the importance of science as one of the important pillars for building modern Egypt.





Al Gomhuria editorially refers to the visit paid by President Sisi to an airbase in Sinai where he voiced appreciation of the Armed Forces heroes, who are sacrificing their lives to uproot terrorist elements and black cells within the context of “Sinai 2018” operation.
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