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R O U N D - U P

AL-WATAN & AL-MASRY AL-YOUM
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said he agreed with Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir on the need for working together with Ethiopia to reach a partnership in the river Nile to benefit the interests of all parties and  on implementing the results of the three way summit on Renaissance dam.

President Sisi said Egypt is keen to maintain intensive coordination with the Sudan to expand cooperation and give a new push to eternal  sisterly relations with the Sudan.
.
* * * *

In a Joint Press conference with the Sudanese President  , President Sisi said" Since  the River Nile is the artery of life  to the peoples  of Egypt and the Sudan, we have  expressed determination to work together with our brothers in Ethiopia to reach a partnership  in the river to  benefit  all  parties without any prejudice  and to  implement the results of the three way summit held in Addis Ababa on the Renaissance Dam within the framework of the declaration of Principles which was signed in Khartoum on March 23, 2015 
* * * *

Sudanese President Omar al Bashir said  that talks with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi took up various issues of mutual interest.
He further asserted that there will be more consultation and cooperation between both countries via joint mechanisms established in various domains to follow up these issues.
* * * *

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi Monday had a phone call with Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas during which they tackled efforts that Palestinian reconciliation should move forward, Egyptian presidency spokesperson Bassam Rady said in a statement.
* * * *

Elements of the Egyptian Armed Forces left for Saudi Arabia to partake in (Gulf Shield 1) joint drills with the participation of ground, naval and air forces from the GCC member states and a number of sisterly countries.
* * * *

Thirty  Takfiri elements were killed in a shootout with military troops in North and Central Sinai as part of  Sinai 2018 operation  , a statement by the Armed Forces said Monday. 
Six more Takfiris were  killed in an exchange of fire with the troops, who had information about an abandoned house they were hiding in in Arish. 
* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi directed officials to continue efforts geared   to upgrading transportation system and enhancing its capabilities.
* * * *

Arafat, President Sisi stressed the importance of the transport sector, noting that it directly affects the people’s daily life, Presidential spokesman Bassam Rady said in a statement. 

Moreover, the President directed officials to take the necessary measures to tighten the safety and security measures at railways, increase the use of modern technological safety systems as well as to continue developing the national road network across the country.

* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has addressed the Egyptian people about their hopes and ambitions adding the people 's will  is the decisive factor in  keeping him in power .He said he   hoped  political parties would field many candidates in the  coming elections .
The President attributed lack of competition in the presidential elections to the fact that political powers are not yet ready  ready.

* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has expressed hope that   history will remember him as a man who defended his country in difficult circumstances .The President said he has never dreamt of being  a president one day.

* * * *

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry will fly Wednesday for New Delhi at the head of  a high level  Egyptian delegation to take part in the 7th session of the  Joint Higher  Egyptian-Indian committee.
* * * *

Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa will hold a press conference  Wednesday to explain the reasons of his nomination and urge   citizens  to  take part in voting as this  will bolster Egypt's security and stability.
* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi asserted Wednesday that the launch of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is considered a major step towards establishing the common African market.
This came in the President's statement before the summit of African heads of state in Kigali, read out by Minister of Trade and Industry Tariq Qabil.
* * * *

The state bodies have completed preparations for the Presidential elections which are scheduled to start next Monday. 
Official sources said the Ministry of Interior has drawn up a plan for intensifying security in the streets , key squares and in the vicinity of the voting stations 

* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has urged citizens to take part in the Presidential elections next week. The President said Egyptians are called upon to address a a strong message to the whole world that Egypt is governed by its people who are capable of change and selecting the ruler whom they want. The President said recent economic measures were inevitable adding nobody wants to expose his people to pressures unless he wants to improve their conditions to the better.
* * * *

Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said the coming stage will witness a strong push to Egyptian Sudanese relations.

* * * *

Days after Germany’s government was sworn in, the new interior, construction and homeland minister has sparked a new dispute.

* * * *

Tourism investors in South Sinai started searching for untraditional solutions in order to increase tourist flows into Sharm el-Sheikh pending the return of Russian and British tourists to the Red Sea city.

* * * *

Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy has been taken into police custody for questioning over allegations that he received campaign funding from the late Libyan leader Col Muammar Gaddafi.

* * * *

Head of the European Union Delegation to Egypt Ivan Surkoš has stressed the importance of the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA), a ten-year initiative aiming at developing much-needed solutions for a more sustainable management of water and agro-food systems in the Euro-Mediterranean region.

The environmental and social changes have a massive impact on the agriculture and food systems in the region, Surkoš said, pointing out that the research, science and innovation are must to overcome such challenges. 
* * * *

The door-knock mission, organised by the American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt (AmCham) to Washington DC, managed to achieve great success this year, as the American business community and decision-makers praised recent the recent economic reforms made by Egypt.

Despite a negative attitude from the members of Congress and research centers towards Egypt, the meetings managed to present the accomplishments made by the Egyptian government over the past year, which made many members of Congress and research centers acknowledge the importance of these steps and their impact on the Egyptian economy.

* * * *

Cairo criminal court sentenced on Tuesday three non-five people, including three non-commissioned officers, to ten-year rigorous imprisonment. 

The defendants were convicted of for impersonating security officers and stealing about 50,000 Egyptian Pounds from a Cairo-based company. 

* * * *

Police investigating the death of Mariam Moustafa, an engineering student attacked by a group of women in Nottingham, have said the assault was not racially motivated after identifying the suspects.
The 18-year-old Egyptian teenager died from her injuries last Wednesday following the attack on 20 February in Nottingham, which initially left her in a coma.
* * * *

Prime Minister Sheriff Ismail laid the foundation stone for the central business zone in the New Administrative Capital on Sunday.
The groundbreaking was witnessed by Housing Minister Mostafa Madbouli, the Chinese ambassador in Cairo and the officials of the state-owned China State Construction Engineering Corporation(CSCEC) that will implement the project.
* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and United Arab Emirates (UAE) Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed stressed in Sunday’s meeting in Cairo that they are holding on to the 13 demands requested of Qatar by the four boycotting Arab countries, which include the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Egypt respectively. 

* * * *

Egyptian Armed Forces personnel headed on Monday to participate in a joint military exercise with the armed forces of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) armies in Saudi Arabia dubbed “Gulf Shield 1”. 

Army personnel from land, navy and air forces of the Gulf countries are taking part in the exercise.

* * * *

A misdemeanor court in Egypt acquitted TV anchor Mona al-Iraqi at the al-Mehwar channel for engaging in “blatant behavior,” broadcasting false news, and defaming Egyptian men during her coverage of a rape case on her show “Entebah” (Attention) in February. 

A lawyer filed a lawsuit against the host after she had allegedly used inappropriate words when describing men, claiming that their behavior is solely driven by their sex drive. 

* * * *

A non-commissioned police officer killed on Tuesday an employee in the consumer association of Monufiya governorate after a disagreement erupted between them on irrigation of agricultural land, in the city of Berket al-Sabae. 

* * * *
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A NEW CHAPTER IN RELATIONS BETWEEN EGYPT AND THE SUDAN

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said he agreed with Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir on the need for working together with Ethiopia to reach a partnership in the river Nile to benefit the interests of all parties and  on implementing the results of the three way summit on Renaissance dam.

President Sisi said Egypt is keen to maintain intensive coordination with the Sudan to expand cooperation and give a new push to eternal  sisterly relations with the Sudan.
In a Joint Press conference with the Sudanese President  , President Sisi said" Since  the River Nile is the artery of life  to the peoples  of Egypt and the Sudan, we have  expressed determination to work together with our brothers in Ethiopia to reach a partnership  in the river to  benefit  all  parties without any prejudice  and to  implement the results of the three way summit held in Addis Ababa on the Renaissance Dam within the framework of the declaration of Principles which was signed in Khartoum on March 23, 2015 
"President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said the visit of his Sudanese counterpart Omar Al Bashir reflects a positive spirit, consultation, coordination and cooperation in different fields between the two countries.
"We agreed on opening and broadening new horizons for mutual cooperation in the different fields to serve the two countries' interests," Sisi said at a press conference following his meeting with Bashir.
President Sisi stressed that the Egyptian and Sudanese peoples are aware of the importance of having strategic partnership and cementing mutual cooperation in light of their aspirations and good social, cultural, political, security and economic relations.
President Sisi explained that such efforts aim to increase mutual cooperation to the highest level to reflect the significance of having strong ties between the two Arab countries. 
The  president noted that he agreed with Bashir on broadening new horizons for cooperation and consultation in all fields and issues and considering available opportunities between Egypt and Sudan. 
He reiterated that the two countries agreed on having several effective mechanisms through the different joint committees to remove any obstacles or challenges that could endanger their close friendly ties.
"We agreed on maintaining such effective mechanisms regularly to secure the interests of both countries and overcome any challenges," Sisi said. 
He stressed that Egypt and Sudan have expressed keenness  to go ahead with promoting cooperation in the fields of power and land, sea and air transport and projects of infrastructure, in addition to making use of consultative and implementation expertise of both countries. 
President Sisi  that work will continue to implement the results of the tripartite summit between Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. This step aims to put the agreement, signed in Khartoum on March 23, 2015, into effect. 

Bashir: There Is Strong Political Will to Solve Any Problems Between Both Countries  

Sudanese President Omar al Bashir said  that talks with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi took up various issues of mutual interest.
He further asserted that there will be more consultation and cooperation between both countries via joint mechanisms established in various domains to follow up these issues.
The Sudanese President said that bilateral meetings were positive and had a great impact on increasing understanding which leads in turn to promoting joint cooperation in various domains.
Historical relations bind Egypt and Sudan as they share the same culture and religion, he asserted, adding that all these ties contribute to bolstering bilateral cooperation.
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi tackled projects to link the two countries via roads and the River Nile, Bashir affirmed, noting that the talks took up developing the River Transport Authority and the Nile Navigation Authority.
There will also be electricity linkage and connection between Egypt's railways with that of Aswan to facilitate the movement of citizens and goods which is actually the desire of both peoples, the Sudanese president reiterated.
Joint cooperation is a point of strength, Bashir underscored, adding that the talks will tackle afterwards mechanisms established in various fields.
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Sudanese President Omar el Bashir attended on Monday the "Egyptian Family Celebration" at the covered hall of Cairo Stadium.
The ceremony saw massive presence of all Egyptian segments who welcomed Sisi and Bashir.
Sisi Calls For Pushing Palestinian Reconciliation Forward 
President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi Monday had a phone call with Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas during which they tackled efforts that Palestinian reconciliation should move forward, Egyptian presidency spokesperson Bassam Rady said in a statement.
President Sisi told Abu Mazen that it is necessary to "work on containing any disagreements and to overcome all difficulties that hinder these efforts, in order to achieve the unity and the interests of the brotherly Palestinian people," the statement reads.
A top Egyptian security delegation visited the Palestinian Gaza Strip in late February to follow up on the implementation of a political reconciliation agreement between rival Palestinian factions Hamas and Fatah.
 Abbas expressed his sincere appreciation for Egypt's efforts and stance towards the Palestinian cause, which "reflects the deep and special relations between Egypt and Palestine," Rady added.
Egyptian Armed Forces participate in (Gulf Shield 1) drills in Arabia

Elements of the Egyptian Armed Forces left for Saudi Arabia to partake in (Gulf Shield 1) joint drills with the participation of ground, naval and air forces from the GCC member states and a number of sisterly countries.
In a statement on Monday, the Armed Forces said the drills aim at exchanging expertise in the fields of planning, organizing and implementing different training activities and developing the military readiness of participating countries to secure vital targets, face possible threats and protect maritime corridors.
The drills come as part of Egyptian Armed Forces' plan of holding joint military exercises with their counterparts in sisterly countries to boost military cooperation. 

Army says 36 takfiris killed in North, Central Sinai

Thirty  Takfiri elements were killed in a shootout with military troops in North and Central Sinai as part of  Sinai 2018 operation  , a statement by the Armed Forces said Monday. 
Six more Takfiris were  killed in an exchange of fire with the troops, who had information about an abandoned house they were hiding in in Arish. 
The troops seized three machine guns and an explosive charge inside the house. 
The air force, meanwhile, destroyed a booby-trapped 4x4 vehicle and 12 hideouts of terrorists. 
A booby-trapped car full of explosive materials was also destroyed as it attempted to storm a security checkpoint southwest of Arish. 
A military force also stormed a terrorist hideout in Rafah and found two rifles, three machine guns, a pistol and RPG shells. 
As many as 345 persons, including Takfiris and wanted criminals, have been arrested.
Also 386 hideouts, depots and tunnels have been destroyed in North and Central Sinai.
Military engineers also destroyed 93 explosive charges. 
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PRESIDENT SISI CALLS FOR UPGRADING SAFETY ON TRAINS AND AIRPORTS

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi directed officials to continue efforts geared   to upgrading transportation system and enhancing its capabilities.
At  his  meeting  Tuesday with Prime Minister Sherif Ismail and Minister of Transport Hisham
Arafat, President Sisi stressed the importance of the transport sector, noting that it directly affects the people’s daily life, Presidential spokesman Bassam Rady said in a statement. 

Moreover, the President directed officials to take the necessary measures to tighten the safety and security measures at railways, increase the use of modern technological safety systems as well as to continue developing the national road network across the country.

Moreover, President Abdel Fattah El Sisi stressed the importance of expediting efforts to develop the civil aviation sector in Egypt.
The president gave this remark during a meeting with Prime Minister Sherif Ismail and Civil Aviation Minister Sherif Fathi.
The aviation sector plays a major role in promoting  tourism field and supporting the Egyptian economy, presidential spokesman Bassam Rady quoted  President  Sisi as saying.
The president further called for developing airport security systems and rehabilitating cadres in line with global standards.
Sisi : I  remain in power  by the will of the people
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has addressed the Egyptian people about their hopes and ambitions adding the people 's will  is the decisive factor in  keeping him in power .He said he   hoped  political parties would field many candidates in the  coming elections .
The President attributed lack of competition in the presidential elections to the fact that political powers are not yet ready  ready.

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has expressed hope that   history will remember him as a man who defended his country in difficult circumstances .The President said he has never dreamt of being  a president one day.

President Sisi said Tuesday that Egyptians should not feel scared of speaking out freely, and that he is not responsible for the fact that he is not facing strong competition in the upcoming presidential elections.
"People should speak as they like. I have no problem at all with that, and no one should have a problem with freedom of speech," President Sisi told famous film director Sandra Nashaat in the one-hour pre-recorded TV interview, which was titled ‘A nation and a President 2018.’

"People are free to express their opinion in their words and in their actions, but they are not free to harm the country with violent acts," President Sisi said.
President Sisi urged Egyptians to think before they speak, saying that they could unintentionally create misconceptions about the situation in the country.
"If people keep repeating that the police take people, they will believe that there is an environment in Egypt where people cannot speak freely."

"The truth is that this does not exist, or at least there is no directive for this at all," he said.

The president said he should not be held responsible for the limited competition in the upcoming poll.

"It is not my fault. I swear to God I wished there would have been… 10 of the best candidates and for people to choose who they want. But we are not ready yet, there is no shame in this," he said in reference to the country's political landscape.
"We have more than 100 political parties, have they fielded many [candidates], or any?"  President Sisi asked.
Speaking about the army's perceived influence over the economy, the President said the military's economic activity makes up only around 2-3 percent of the country's gross domestic products, dismissing suggestions that the Armed Forces control as much as half of the economy.
President Sisi said the Armed Forces have a very limited presence in the food sector to regulate the market and offer goods at reduced prices. He said that the military's role in the construction industry serve state interests by carrying out projects at an accelerated pace.


He said this is why he joined an air force high school in 1970 in the aftermath of the Six-Day War in 1967, which inflicted fatal losses in the Egyptian air forces and plunged the country into a crisis considered to be one the most tragic throughout its history. 

 Also, president Sisi talked about his personal life, saying that he was born in a popular neighborhood and his mother had good relations with all residents. 
Asked about his own relationship with his mother, he hailed it as strong, saying that he had almost daily conversations with her.
Moreover, he noted that he grew up in a pious family, which instilled the good values into him and his siblings.
As for personalities that left their mark on him during his childhood, president Sisi referred to his elder uncle who passed away 40 years ago. 

 President Sisi said he undoubtedly sees the people's love and appreciation as a good matter, but above all, he seeks to satisfy Allah. 
The state is working on qualifying cadres for assuming high-profile posts, the President added.
He said the state was endeavoring to handle the repercussions of incidents that took place over the past seven years, asserting that his words were not against the January 25th  and June 30th revolutions. 

 President Sisi talked about ongoing efforts to stabilize the state through eliminating the remnants of terrorism in Sinai, saying that the fight against terrorism was not limited to military and security solutions, rather it required achieving an overall development in the Sinai Peninsula. 
President Sisi reassured the Egyptians that the situation in the near future will be better than nowadays. 
Message from Sisi to Indian Prime Minister 

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry will fly Wednesday for New Delhi at the head of  a high level  Egyptian delegation to take part in the 7th session of the  Joint Higher  Egyptian-Indian committee.
Minister Shoukry will meet in New Delhi with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to whom he will convey a message from President Abdel Fattah El Sisi on means of boosting bilateral relations.
The meeting will also  tackle regional and international issues of common concern, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid.
Economic cooperation between the  two countries is given  top  priority as 452 Indian companies are working in Egypt at total investments estimated at more than three billion dollars, said the spokesman.
Moussa: participation bolsters security and stability

Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa will hold a press conference  Wednesday to explain the reasons of his nomination and urge   citizens  to  take part in voting as this  will bolster Egypt's security and stability.
Moussa met Tuesday with Ambassadors of 20 European states to submit his vision of the foreign  policy file. He said some quarters are instigating citizens not to take part in voting. He said he hopes that elections will be fair so as not to give enemies of the homeland a chance to poke a wedge among the presidential competitors.

ALL PAPERS 
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SISI: LAUNCH OF AFCFTA IMPORTANT STEP TOWARDS AFRICAN'S COMMON MARKET

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi asserted Wednesday that the launch of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is considered a major step towards establishing the common African market.
This came in the President's statement before the summit of African heads of state in Kigali, read out by Minister of Trade and Industry Tariq Qabil.
The president said the establishment of AfCFTA was the culmination of the strong will of the African continent and its people over the past years and negotiations since the 18th African summit in Addis Ababa in 2012.
President Sisi called for rallying efforts among African countries to achieve economic integration in the continent, saying the road is still long and needs strenuous efforts to fulfill negotiations.

He also said the agreement would help promote trade exchange among African countries as well as infrastructure and transport projects.
The president underlined the importance of liberalizing trade services which contribute to achieving sustainable development and industry in Africa with benefiting from world e-trade whose volume hit 1.92 trillion dollars in 2016.
Minister Qabil conveyed president Sisi's greetings to Rwandan president Paul Kagame. 

Egypt announces the zero hour for Presidential elections
The state bodies have completed preparations for the Presidential elections which are scheduled to start next Monday. 
Official sources said the Ministry of Interior has drawn up a plan for intensifying security in the streets , key squares and in the vicinity of the voting stations 

Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa told the press conference held by his campaign that he has the ambition of getting 50% of votes and thanked President Sisi.
He thanked all political parties for cooperation with him. He said rivalry with President Sisi was based on the principle of mutual respect. He said he would continue his political activity and submit his program to President Sisi adding his party will play an important role in the coming stage.

Meantime, Prime Minister Sherif Ismail hailed the unique experience of Egyptian expatriates who voted in the presidential polls in various capitals of world countries amid an atmosphere of patriotism.
This reflects the sense of belongingness and awareness of the Egyptians abroad of the issues of their homeland and importance of taking part in formulating Egypt's future, he noted.
In a statements Wednesday, the premier lauded the efforts exerted by the Egyptian diplomats in organizing the process of casting ballots at the embassies and consulates which contributed to reflecting the civilized image of Egyptians.
Ismail urged the Egyptians nationwide to participate in the presidential election scheduled on March 26-28 to support the State in achieving economic reform, secure a better future for the coming generations, encounter challenges and send a message to the whole world that Egypt is on the right track at all levels, the statement read. 

For his part, Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria and Patriarch of St. Mark Diocese urged eligible Egyptian voters to cast their ballots in the coming presidential elections, especially after the high turnout by Egyptians living abroad.

Sisi calls on citizens to take part in voting 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has urged citizens to take part in the Presidential elections next week. The President said Egyptians are called upon to address a a strong message to the whole world that Egypt is governed by its people who are capable of change and selecting the ruler whom they want. The President said recent economic measures were inevitable adding nobody wants to expose his people to pressures unless he wants to improve their conditions to the better.
Addressing a ceremony held in honor of the Egyptian women and the Ideal Mother, the President was keen to restate that what was done by the government for the interest of women was not a favor adding if there had been a chance for the government to assist women, it would not have delayed. 
The President said the experiment of filling some posts by women has been considerably successful adding in spite of unprecedented women participation in the House of Representatives, there is a pressing need for a regular movement to qualify female cadres.

"Over the past five years we have seen people offering sacrifices but it is so hard to imagine that someone presents his children in sacrifice as the Egyptian mothers of martyrs have done," he said.
"I have met over the last five years with hundreds of families of martyrs on all occasions and I swear I have never heard a single word from the mother, wife or daughter of a martyr that implies blame. On the contrary, they have always asserted that their sacrifices were for the sake of Egypt," he added.
 Also, President Sisi asserted that the Egyptian women had suffered the most over the past period because of insecurity and the difficult economic conditions, hailing the widespread support shown by them during the June 30th revolution.
President Sisi praised women and said that all those who worked with him had proven their professionalism and capability to make achievements.

Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo: Al Bashir's visit is successful 

Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said the coming stage will witness a strong push to Egyptian Sudanese relations.

He said the visit of the Sudanese President to Cairo was successful in terms of timing and content adding the visit has managed to draw up a roadmap for bolstering relations.

97 New York police officers visit Egypt

A group of 97 New York Police officers will launch on March 24 a tourist tour of Egypt that will take them to Luxor, Aswan and Hurgada.
 Egypt's consul general in New York Hisham El Naqib said the visit is the first of its kind and will be made at the expense of officers as some sort of participation in mourning the Egyptian army and police martyrs who sacrificed their lives in defense of the homeland.
AM/KH 
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HOME EVENTS

CHRISTIANITY, NOT ISLAM, SHAPES GERMANY – MINISTER

Days after Germany’s government was sworn in, the new interior, construction and homeland minister has sparked a new dispute.

Horst Seehofer, in an interview with Bild newspaper published on March 16, said that “Islam does not belong to Germany. Other members of the newly formed government have criticized Seehofer’s remarks, but many Germans agree with him.

Due in large part to refugee crises in the Middle East and the government’s permissive immigration policies, the number of Muslims living in Germany has grown to approximately 4 million.

AL-SHOROUK, MARCH 17
AmR/MA

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SOUTH SINAI INVESTORS BET OVER UKRAINIAN TOURISM

Tourism investors in South Sinai started searching for untraditional solutions in order to increase tourist flows into Sharm el-Sheikh pending the return of Russian and British tourists to the Red Sea city.

“One of these solutions is to have a powerful orientation towards the Ukrainian and Kazakh markets as demands on Egypt there are growing, but there’s a problem of lack of strong tour operators to invigorate these markets,” said Hisham Ali, Chairman of the South Sinai Tourism Investors Association, in statements.

He noted that South Sinai Governor Khaled Fouda is adopting this professional marketing orientation so strongly, noting the governor is encouraging communication with the tourism decision makers in Ukraine and Kazakhstan, whether at the official or informal levels.








AL-SHOROUK, MARCH 17
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EX-PRESIDENT SARKOZY IN CUSTODY OVER 'GADDAFI FUNDING'

Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy has been taken into police custody for questioning over allegations that he received campaign funding from the late Libyan leader Col Muammar Gaddafi.

Police are investigating alleged irregularities over the financing of his 2007 presidential campaign.

Although an investigation began in 2013, Tuesday marked the first time authorities have questioned Sarkozy on the matter. Under French law, authorities can hold a suspect in custody for up to 48 hours before deciding whether there are sufficient grounds to launch a formal investigation.

In 2012, Mediapart, a French investigative news outlet, drew on a memo allegedly from Libyan security service archives to report that Sarkozy’s campaign had received 5o million euros from Gaddafi’s government.

In November 2016, Ziad Takieddine, a French Lebanese millionaire arms dealer, told Mediapart that he personally oversaw the cash transfer of a portion of that money — 5 million euros to Sarkozy’s chief of staff, Claude Guéant, in late 2006 and early 2007.

“I discovered things that should no longer stay hidden,” Takieddine said to Mediapart. He is also the man who first introduced Sarkozy to Gaddafi.

AL SHOROUK 21/3/2018
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EU DELEGATION HEAD HIGHLIGHTS IMPORTANCE OF PRIMA 

Head of the European Union Delegation to Egypt Ivan Surkoš has stressed the importance of the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA), a ten-year initiative aiming at developing much-needed solutions for a more sustainable management of water and agro-food systems in the Euro-Mediterranean region.

The environmental and social changes have a massive impact on the agriculture and food systems in the region, Surkoš said, pointing out that the research, science and innovation are must to overcome such challenges. 
The main objective of the ten-year initiative (2018 – 2028), which is partly funded by EU's research and innovation programme Horizon 2020, is meant to devise new R&I approaches to improve water availability and sustainable agriculture production in a region heavily distressed by climate change, urbanisation and population growth.

The partnership is financed through a combination of funding from participating countries (currently €274 million), and a €220 million contribution from the EU through Horizon 2020, its research and innovation funding programme (2014 – 2020).

PRIMA is a step forward towards strengthening research and innovation cooperation between the countries of the Euro-Mediterranean region, Surkoš said. 

He added that the partnership was urgent to overcome the scarcity of water and food and provide job opportunities for youth and women entrepreneurs.

In October last year, EU and Egypt signed an agreement for scientific and technological cooperation setting out the terms and conditions for Egypt's participation in the PRIMA.

The European official stressed that the partnership is very important for Egypt as it promotes the course of economic reforms adopted by Egypt. 

Egypt accession to the PRIMA will certainly promote the cooperation between the European Union and Egypt, Surkoš concluded. 

AL SHOROUK 21/3/2018

MIN/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
US CONGRESS, BUSINESS COMMUNITY PRAISE EGYPT'S REFORMS  

The door-knock mission, organised by the American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt (AmCham) to Washington DC, managed to achieve great success this year, as the American business community and decision-makers praised recent the recent economic reforms made by Egypt.

Despite a negative attitude from the members of Congress and research centers towards Egypt, the meetings managed to present the accomplishments made by the Egyptian government over the past year, which made many members of Congress and research centers acknowledge the importance of these steps and their impact on the Egyptian economy.

The door-knock mission held intensive meetings during which many issues were discussed, including economic reforms, reforming religious discourse, and supporting the empowerment of women.

The total number of meetings held by the mission reached 89, including 33 with members of Congress, five with international institutions, 16 with research centers, in addition to other meetings with the US Departments of State, Defence, Treasury, and Energy, as well as national security officials.

The members of the mission met with a number of influential American figures, including American writer Thomas Friedman, who expressed his interest in Egypt and its geographic location, in addition to its ability to benefit from the technological development in the world.

The meeting with Freidman included discussing the attention given by American politicians to “reform changes,” which are similar to the ones applied by Saudi Arabia and its Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. These efforts are expected to spur real changes in the Arab region.

One of the topics also discussed by Freidman included the presidential election. He wondered about the possibility of changing the constitution in Egypt in order to extend the possible number of presidential terms. 

However, the members of the mission responded by saying the President Abdel Fattah El Sisi had previously announced that he refuses extending presidential terms, adding that the Egyptian business community trusts the president, according to Tarek Tawfiq, chairperson of the AmCham and the head of the mission.

Tawfiq added that cooperation between Egypt and the US is at its best at all levels.

In a statement to the press delegation accompanying the mission, Tawfiq said that US President Donald Trump’s administration appreciates the legislative reforms made in Egypt and praises the efforts made in the energy and gas sector. 

The head of the mission said that business and politics powers in the US support the current Egyptian reform policies, adding that there is also great appreciation for the women engagement. 

He stressed that over the next few months, relations will see great development, especially after the continuation of the strategic dialogue between both countries at the level of the Ministries of Defence and Foreign Affairs.

For his part, Omar Mehanna, head of the US-Egypt Business Council, stressed that the mission achieved unprecedented success, because for the first time, the file of free trade was brought up and Americans showed interest in the idea and other ideas presented in this regard.

According to Mehanna, many industries are seeking to resettle in Africa, and multinational companies are making significant expansions in Egypt.
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3 NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS GET 10-YEAR RIGOROUS IMPRISONMENT

Cairo criminal court sentenced on Tuesday three non-five people, including three non-commissioned officers, to ten-year rigorous imprisonment. 

The defendants were convicted of for impersonating security officers and stealing about 50,000 Egyptian Pounds from a Cairo-based company. 

Impersonating National security officers, the defendants broke into the company, handcuffed its owners and stole the money, investigations said. 
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ETHIOPIA TO START TESTING POWER GENERATION 
FROM GERD SOON

            

Ethiopian officials declared that Addis Ababa will begin testing the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) for electricity generation soon; to determine if it can produce 6.450 megawatts of electricity upon completion.
Chinese agency Xinhua reported that Hailu Abraham, senior official at the Office of the Ethiopian National Council for the Coordination of Public Participation on the Construction of GERD, said that two turbines, each operating at 375 megawatts, have already been installed onto the dam and await testing.
Ethiopia is planning several programs to encourage people to donate to support GERD, especially with the 7th anniversary of building approaching, and with the dam being more than 64 percent completed, added Abraham.
He pointed out that more than 50% of the energy produced from the dam will be sold to neighboring countries, adding that the Ethiopian government has listed the completion of the dam at the top of its priorities, and aims to sell its energy to the largest number of countries possible, from Morocco to Tanzania.
Xinhua noted that Ethiopia began constructing GERD in April 2011. Upon completion, it is set to become the largest dam in Africa. The GERD costs $4.7 billion in total to build and is funded and owned by the Ethiopian government. 

 

Al-Masry Al-Youm, March 19

AGA/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLUMBING TRAINING COURSE FOR WOMEN
ON WATER CONSUMPTION RATIONALIZATION
Cairo's Wastewater Company held a training course on household plumbing for a group of ladies, in El Gioushy Church.
The training includes teaching the women the basic skills of plumbing to rationalize water consumption, which comes as a part of the government's nation-wide campaign to raise awareness on rationalizing water use.
Mansour Badawi, Chief of Holding Co. for Wastewater, said that the government's initiative on water use rationalization employs attracting methods, like workshops, seminars and children plays, to promote awareness on this issue.
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ATTACK ON MARIAM MOUSTAFA NOT RACIALLY MOTIVATED: UK POLICE

 

Police investigating the death of Mariam Moustafa, an engineering student attacked by a group of women in Nottingham, have said the assault was not racially motivated after identifying the suspects.
The 18-year-old Egyptian teenager died from her injuries last Wednesday following the attack on 20 February in Nottingham, which initially left her in a coma.
At a press conference on Monday, Ch Supt Rob Griffin of Nottinghamshire police confirmed the incident was reported as a racially motivated attack, but said the investigation has since revealed that this was not the case. 

“We had recorded a hate incident, however ... we have been able to establish what happened on 20 February, and all the evidence indicates that this incident is not in any way hate-related,” he said.
Quoted by The Guardian Newspaper, Griffin added: “We now know that a group of six girls were involved in the incident and we believe that we have identified all six of those girls.”
On the other hand, Mariam's father said that the investigations and pursuing the offenders were moving slowly, blaming the British police for that.
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MINISTER: AFRICA'S HIGHEST SKYSCRAPER 
IN THE NEW CAPITAL

 

Prime Minister Sheriff Ismail laid the foundation stone for the central business zone in the New Administrative Capital on Sunday.
The groundbreaking was witnessed by Housing Minister Mostafa Madbouli, the Chinese ambassador in Cairo and the officials of the state-owned China State Construction Engineering Corporation(CSCEC) that will implement the project.
Ismail said that the business district will attract more direct foreign investments, resulting in a quantum leap in business.
The government is seeking to transfer this district into one of the Middle East's largest business hubs. 
The district's constructions, worth $ 3 billion, stretched over 1.710 million meters, and are projected to be finished over the next 3 years, noted the prime minister.
On his part, Madbouli said that this business hub comprises 20 skyscrapers including the highest in Africa which would be 345-meter tall. 
He pointed out that the 3 billion dollar investments in the district are a Chinese loan.       
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EGYPT, UAE STRESS COMMITMENT TO 13 QATAR RECONCILIATION DEMANDS
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and United Arab Emirates (UAE) Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed stressed in Sunday’s meeting in Cairo that they are holding on to the 13 demands requested of Qatar by the four boycotting Arab countries, which include the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Egypt respectively. 

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, Egypt’s acting Chief of General Intelligence, and the UAE ambassador to Cairo also attended the meeting.

Spokesman for the Egyptian Presidency Bassam Rady said that the UAE Foreign Minister emphasized during the meeting the need to strengthen bilateral cooperation and to continue intensive coordination and consultation between the two sides on various issues of mutual concern.

Sisi reiterated Egypt’s keenness to continue consultations between the two sides on different regional issues, especially those related to Arab national security, as well as ways of enhancing bilateral relations, especially at economic and investment levels.

Sisi stressed the need to discuss threats to Arab national security in order to address them firmly and stand united in the face of attempts which seek to undermine the security and stability of Arab nations.

In a related context, the foreign ministers of Egypt and the UAE held a mechanism of political consultation at the level of the two Foreign Ministries.

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Ahmed Abu Zeid said that the mechanism is being held at this time to emphasize the strength of relations between the two countries, and the mutual desire to enhance cooperation.

Egypt and Saudi Arabia had denied earlier, in July 2017, media reports from the BBC which claimed that the four Arab nations boycotting Qatar had revised their 13 conditions of reconciliation. In June 2017, the four nations imposed sanctions on Qatar, cutting diplomatic and travel ties, after accusing the country of supporting the Muslim Brotherhood, fostering terrorism in the region, and allying with their regional foe Iran – all of which Qatar denied.

The nations then gave Qatar 10 days to comply with a list of 13 demands, including the closure of the Al-Jazeera international TV network, the severing of links with Iran, the closure of a Turkish military base on Qatari soil, and the severing of links with Hamas and the Muslim Brotherhood.

Qatar rejected the demands, calling the list “unrealistic” and “implausible.”

Kuwait has been acting as a mediator between the quarreling countries.

AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 19/3/2018
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EGYPT, GULF COUNTRIES PERFORM JOINT MILITARY TRAINING
 IN SAUDI ARABIA
Egyptian Armed Forces personnel headed on Monday to participate in a joint military exercise with the armed forces of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) armies in Saudi Arabia dubbed “Gulf Shield 1”. 

Army personnel from land, navy and air forces of the Gulf countries are taking part in the exercise.

The training aims to exchange experiences in the areas of planning, organizing and implementing various military activities, refining the skills of the participating personnel and developing their ability to carry out tactical and non-stereotyped tactical tasks in different theaters of operations to secure vital objectives and protect navigational corridors.

The training comes within the framework of the joint training plan of the Egyptian Armed Forces with fraternal and friendly countries to exchange experiences and enhance military cooperation.

In a related context, Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces Mohamed Farid met with Major General Khalifa Bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Director of Military Intelligence in Bahrain and his accompanying delegation currently visiting Egypt, in the presence of a number of Egyptian army leaders. 

The meeting dealt with a number of issues and topics of common interest and the exchange of experiences in various military fields.

AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 20/3/2018
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COURT ACQUITS TV ANCHOR IRAQI FOR ‘DEFAMING’ EGYPTIAN MEN
A misdemeanor court in Egypt acquitted TV anchor Mona al-Iraqi at the al-Mehwar channel for engaging in “blatant behavior,” broadcasting false news, and defaming Egyptian men during her coverage of a rape case on her show “Entebah” (Attention) in February. 

A lawyer filed a lawsuit against the host after she had allegedly used inappropriate words when describing men, claiming that their behavior is solely driven by their sex drive. 

The lawyer said that Iraqi’s remarks were offensive to both Egyptian men and women.

The lawyer added that Iraqi’s comments also encourage women to take vengeance against men, while also pointing out that the General Association for Media and the al-Mehwar TV channel suspended Iraqi from her work after her remarks.

In 2015, Iraqi was sentenced to six months in prison with a LE10,000 bail over charges of “defamation” and broadcasting false news for filming a bathhouse raid in December 2014 where homosexual men allegedly gathered. In January 2016 the verdict was cancelled.

AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 19/3/2018
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NON-COMMISSIONED POLICE OFFICER KILLS EMPLOYEE AFTER DISAGREEMENT 
ON LAND
A non-commissioned police officer killed on Tuesday an employee in the consumer association of Monufiya governorate after a disagreement erupted between them on irrigation of agricultural land, in the city of Berket al-Sabae. 

Chief of Monufiya Security Directorate Ahmed Osman received a notification from the criminal search department regarding the transferal of 53-year-old employee, Ashraf, to Central Berket al-Sabea Hospital after he was wounded, with a deep cut in the neck’s blood vessels leading to his death.

The police arrested the non-commissioned officer, 47-year-old Saber, who claimed responsibility for the incident, saying he used “grass-cutting machinery” to kill the employee.

Saber claimed during the investigation that Ashraf attacked him, leading to a surface-wound injury on his face.

A police report regarding the incident was recorded and referred to the public prosecution to complete the investigation.

AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 20/3/2018
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS

U.S., ISRAEL CONDEMN ABASS' STATEMENTS ON US AMBASSADOR
WHITE HOUSE: TIME HAS COME TO CHOOSE 
BETWEEN HATEFUL RHETORIC AND PEACE
US and Israeli officials denounced the statements by Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in which he called the US ambassador to Tel Aviv a "son of a dog" and a "settler".
Condemning Abbas' statements, the White House described them as "highly inappropriate", in a tweet on March 19."
The time has come for President Abbas to choose between hateful rhetoric and concrete efforts to improve the quality of life of his people and lead them to peace and prosperity" tweeted U.S. Middle East envoy Jason Greenblatt.
He assured Washington's commitment towards reaching a peaceful coexistence between the Palestinians and the Israelis, despite these insults.
"We are adding the finishing touches to our peace plan and will submit it when the time is right," Greenblatt added.

Addressing a Palestinian leadership gathering in Ramallah, Abbas said that Trump's administration regarded Israeli settlement as legal, which was asserted by more than one US official, including the US ambassador to Tel Aviv, David Friedman.

"The son of dog says they build on their land? He is a settler, and his family are settlers, and he is the US ambassador in Tel Aviv. What should we expect from him?" Abbas added.
Trump, bin Salman Discuss Sanctions on Russia: US Official

 

US President Donald Trump raised the issue of adding more pressure on Russia pay” for its activities in the Middle East, when he met with Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman at the White House on Tuesday, according to a senior administration official.
“Ultimately, the discussions will center on how can we find joint ways to make Russia pay a price for its activities in Syria and its support for Iran’s missile proliferation into Yemen,” said the US official.

 

On his part, Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir hailed the 8-decade long ties between Washington and Riyadh, assuring that they are based on mutual respect and interests and constant coordination on regional and international issues.

 

In another context, Al-Waleed bin Talal refuted the allegations that he had to waiver his wealth in exchange for his freedom.
Few months ago, the Saudi authorities arrested over 200 of royals, businessmen and senior government officials in a surprise anti-corruption sweep. 
Those arrested included billionaire businessman Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal, the former head of the royal court Khaled Al-Tuwaijri and Saudi media mogul Waleed Al-Ibrahim.
In an interview with Bloomberg, Talal finally spoke about his confinement by the government at the Ritz Carlton and the secret deal struck to exit.  
He refused to expose any details about the deal, saying "It is very confidential. I cannot get into that. But there is a confirmed understanding between the kingdom of Saudi Arabia and me personally".
He assured that the business is going on as usual, adding "We’re going to invest in Saudi Arabia, where I was born and where I shall die".

 

AL-WATAN, MARCH 21
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SAUDI CROWN PRINCE VISITS THE US

 

 

Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia Mohammed bin Salman arrived, on Monday, at Washington on a cross-country trip to meet with President Donald Trump, government officials and investors.

Los Angeles Times wrote on the visit: "The 32-year-old heir to the Saudi throne already has curried favor with the Trump administration, winning over the president and his family".
"He is a prince on a mission and in a hurry", added the newspaper.
Quoting Steven Cook, a senior Middle East fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, LA Times wrote: "The prince is politically shrewd".
The Newspaper pointed out that the prince played a key role in restoring the kingdom to favored-ally status after years of tension under President Obama.

Bin Salman is keen to take the next step: attracting American investment, business and expertise in a bid to diversify and modernize a sclerotic economy that historically has relied on oil and foreign guest workers.
Moreover, he is seeking to materialize the new agreements to fight terrorism, counter Riyadh's bitter regional rival Iran and plan billions of dollars in business deals, which were signed during Trump's first overseas trip as president to Saudi Arabia last year.
He is promoting a development blueprint, entitled "Saudi Vision 2030", LA Times concluded.
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MUGABE SAYS ZIMBABWE COUP MUST BE UNDONE

Former Zimbabwean president Robert Mugabe described his departure from office in November as a “coup d’etat” that “we must undo” in his first TV interview since then, aired on Thursday.

Mugabe, 94, spoke slowly but clearly to South Africa’s SABC broadcaster from an office in Harare, dressed in a grey suit, sitting in front of a portrait of himself and his wife Grace.

“I say it was a coup d’etat – some people have refused to call it a coup d’etat,” said Mugabe referring to the brief army takeover which led to Emmerson Mnangagwa assuming power after Mugabe’s resignation.

“We must undo this disgrace which we have imposed on ourselves, we don’t deserve it... Zimbabwe doesn’t deserve it.”

AL-SHOROUK, MARCH 17
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C O L U M N S

THE VOICE FROM THE HOSPITAL BASEMENT IN EAST GHOUTA

 
By Meinie Nicolai, nurse and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) General Director
Most people in East Ghouta, Syria live underground. Medical care is increasingly provided in basements. What is happening there cannot bear the light of day.
I recently spoke to one of the directors of a hospital MSF has been supporting since 2013 in East Ghouta. The discomfort of sitting in a safe office in Brussels grew as she described the detail of her and her colleagues’ struggle.
This young, confident doctor explained that the last five years of siege and on-off bombing and shelling have been very difficult, but nothing compared to the last month. She admitted that she could scarcely find words to describe the situation. Her hospital has been converted from a five-floor building, but nowadays they can only use the basement, as they feel that may offer some protection in the case of a shell or bomb strike.
In their basement they have set up several Operating Theatres but the nearest Intensive Care Unit is several kilometres away and the road is too dangerous. The doctor told me about a bombing the previous day, close to the hospital. Seven dead, of whom three were children, and 30 wounded patients were rushed in.
When we spoke, she was completely exhausted. She and her colleagues had done 17 major surgical operations in the previous 24 hours – including general, orthopaedic and vascular surgeries – with limited equipment and supplies. I asked how the patients were doing, and she told me one of her patients had died. But not all was bad; the other 16 patients were stable.
She told me how blood transfusion is one of the biggest problems. The central blood bank is just seven kilometres away, but with the intense bombing and shelling it might as well be 70 kilometres; they cannot get there. In her hospital, this doctor can only do the most basic checks prior to transfusion, and they are running out of blood bags.
Most of the residents have taken to living underground in basements or makeshift dugout shelters; enclosed spaces with extremely unhealthy living conditions. But the doctor said that she has had to reduce normal consultations to a bare minimum, to maintain the capacity for critical cases.
The conduct of this battle and its impact are extraordinary. During the first two weeks of the offensive, more than 300 wounded and more than 70 dead were brought every day to the MSF-supported facilities, day after day. Fifteen facilities that MSF supports in the area have been hit by bombing or shelling. Four of the medics we have been supporting have been killed, and 20 so far have been wounded.
While the total-war reality seems clear, some of the details are less clear. But they point to the conflict not only being big, but also very dirty indeed. We cannot verify the details of the patients brought for treatment to one of the facilities we support with breathing difficulties and symptoms that could be consistent with exposure to chemical agents. And we cannot verify the stories of the gunshot-wound patients treated by the medics we support, who say they were targeted inside the opposition-controlled area by snipers.
What we can do is continue to try to ensure the most effective possible use of the remaining pre-positioned MSF medical stocks in the enclave, even though these are running lower every day. And we can repeat our pleas to the warring parties and their supporters that the civilians trapped inside East Ghouta are neither legitimate targets, nor expendable objects in the pursuit of military victory. They should not be used as pawns by the opposition groups or as justification for the military campaign by the Syrian led coalition.
As she prepared to go back to her patients, the doctor summed the situation up as extremely critical; her team is exhausted and they have difficulty in sleeping because they are either awakened by the fighting or the influx of casualties. They have all lost weight as the meals are small, or absent. ‘This has to end,’ she said. ‘We cannot continue to watch children die.’
These doctors and nurses are running on empty, but they are still doing their work as well as they can. This should humble all of us. I am running out of words and I am left relaying the clear message I heard from the dark and the fear of the hospital basement; this has to end.
AL MASRY AL YOUM MARCH 20
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