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· PRESIDENT ABDEL-FATTAH EL-SISI HONOURS IDEAL EGYPTIAN WOMEN ON MOTHER'S DAY
· EL-SISI: THE PEOPLE CAPABLE TO CHANGE AND CHOOSE WHOEVER HE WANTS

· NATIONAL ELECTION AUTHORITY ANNOUNCES IT FINISHED PREPARATIONS FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, TIGHTENED SECURITY MEASURES TAKEN IN SINAI

· EL-SISI CONGRATULATES GERMAN CHANCELLOR ANGELA MERKEL FOR WINING 4TH TERM

· PUBLIC PROSECUTOR REFERS 30 TERRORISTS TO CRIMINAL COURT OVER CHARGES OF TARGETING CHURCHES

· MINISTER OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY TAREK QABIL SIGNED ALONG WITH 43 AFRICAN COUNTRIES AGREEMENT ON AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA

· PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION ARRIVES IN LONDON TO FOLLOW UP INVESTIGATION ON MURDERED EGYPTIAN GIRL MARIAM

· MINISTER OF ELECTRICITY SAYS STUDIES UNDERWAY TO LINK EGYPT, SUDAN AND ETHIOPIA

· EMBASSIES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS BID TO BUY LANDS IN NEW CAPITAL

· SAUDI MINISTER OF AFRICAN AFFAIRS AHMED QATTAN VISITS CHIEF OF COPTIC CHURCH POPE TAWADROUS

· FOREIGN MINISTER SAMEH SHOUKRI LEFT CAIRO FOR INDIA TO PRESIDE OVER EGYPTIAN SIDE TO MEETING OF JOINT COMMITTEE

· US POLICE OFFICERS GROUP TO TOUR EGYPT'S TOURISTIC SITES ON MARCH 24

· FOR FIRST TIME, ISRAEL ADMITS DESTROYING SYRIAN NUCLEAR REACTOR

· UN: TURKEY'S ERDOGAN VIOLATES HUMAN RIGHTS

R O U N D - U P
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has called on all Egyptians to freely take part in the Presidential elections next week. The President said Egyptians are called upon to address a strong message to the whole world that Egypt is governed by its people who are capable of change and selecting the ruler whom they want. The President said recent economic measures were inevitable adding nobody wants to expose his people to pressures unless he wants to improve their conditions to the better.

-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his wife Wednesday attended a ceremony for honoring the ideal mother on the anniversary of Mother's Day.
Attending also were Prime Minister Sherif Ismail, Minister of Defense Sedqy Sobhy, Minister of Social Solidarity Ghada Wali, Grand Sheikh of Al Azhar Dr Ahmed el Tayyeb and Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria.
-------------------------------------------------------

The ministry honors the first three ideal mothers, a foster mother, a mother of a disabled child and a mother of an Armed Forces or police martyr and this year the ministry added an award to a disabled mother who cared for her children alone. The ministry also held a special celebration for women who recovered from addiction and mothers held behind bars, she said.
-------------------------------------------------------

Participation of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi in a ceremony for honoring the Egyptian women reflects his appreciation of the Egyptian women, said presidential spokesman Bassam Rady Wednesday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Counselor Mahmoud El Sherif, The spokesman for the National election Authority NEA said all preparations for the Presidential elections have been wrapped up adding the NEA is keen to have fair and transparent election. He said the NEA is about to deliver the voting process papers to courts during the coming 48 hours. El Sherif said judges have been appointed for the voting stations in Sinai adding strong security measures are in place for securing voting stations, judges and voters adding the state is keen to organize elections in Sinai like any other governorate to demonstrate its capability to maintain security there.

-------------------------------------------------------

Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria and Patriarch of St. Mark Diocese urged eligible Egyptian voters to cast their ballots in the coming presidential elections, especially after the high turnout by Egyptians living abroad.
-------------------------------------------------------

Former Arab League Secretary General Amr Moussa has called on the Egyptian people to take part in the Presidential elections in support of the right of citizenship.

-------------------------------------------------------

The Campaign of Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa held its final rally at the main headquarters of Al Ghad Party. Moussa called on Egyptian citizens to intensively take part in voting which will take Egypt to safety 

-------------------------------------------------------

The African Union (AU) said it would deploy a Short-Term Election Observation Mission (AUEOM) to Egypt to observe the presidential election scheduled for March 26-28 2018.
In a statement, the AU said at the invitation of the Egyptian government and National Elections Authority, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC) Moussa Faki Mahamat has approved the deployment of a Short-Term Election Observation Mission (AUEOM) to Egypt.
-------------------------------------------------------

Assistant Arab League Secretary General Ambassador Hossam Zaki has commended the participation of Egyptians abroad in the voting process. He said this intensive participation reflects Egyptian nationals to cast their votes as this is a democratic commitment which is important for Egypt to go ahead with the march of development.

-------------------------------------------------------

Homat al Watan (Defenders of the Homeland) party organized Wednesday a rally in Gharbiya governorate to support President Abdel Fattah El Sisi for a second presidential term.
In press statements, leader of Homat al Watan party Galal el Hareedy said he supports President Abdel Fattah El Sisi for a second term in recognition of the real achievements he made in all fields. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt’s mufti Shawqi Allam on Wednesday said the country is firm in its war against terrorism, supported by its people. Allam’s remarks came during his meeting with Pakistan’s President Mamnoon Hussain at the presidential palace in Islamabad.

-------------------------------------------------------

On another level, Allam strongly condemned the suicide attack that hit Afghanistan's capital Kabul on Wednesday, leaving at least 29 persons dead and several others wounded.

In a statement, Allam stressed that this criminal act contradicts with Islamic Sharia (law) prohibiting intimidating innocent people as well as terrorism and violence in all its forms.

-------------------------------------------------------

Dean of Al Azhar’s Islamic studies college for expatriates Abdel Mon’em Fuad met on Wednesday with a delegation of scholars from Dutch universities, currently on a visit to Al Azhar University.

-------------------------------------------------------

Pakistani-Egyptian relations witness a steady progress in the various political, economic, and cultural domains, Pakistan’s Ambassador in Cairo Mushtaq Ali Shah said Wednesday. Speaking to MENA, Ali Shah said Pakistan celebrated its 71st independence anniversary that coincided with establishing diplomatic ties between Islamabad and Cairo.

-------------------------------------------------------

Britain is proud of its support to the Egyptian efforts aiming at putting an end to illegal migration, UK ambassador in Cairo John Casson said Wednesday.

Casson’s remarks came as the British Embassy in Cairo, in cooperation with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), launched a four-day-training program for Egyptian police officers on identifying and investigating trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants.

Health and Population Minister Ahmed Emad Eldin Rady received Wednesday a delegation representing the French Embassy and the French Development Agency (AFD) to discuss means of boosting joint cooperation in the medical field.

-------------------------------------------------------

An Egyptian parliamentary fact-finding panel heads today to British capital, London, to investigate murder of Egyptian female student Mariam Moustafa. Mariam Moustafa was killed by 6 British girls.
-------------------------------------------------------

A Cairo criminal court on Wednesday cleared TV presenter Riham Saeed and three others of charges of inciting child abduction and human trafficking.

A member of Saeed's program crew was handed down a suspended one-year sentence.

-------------------------------------------------------

The Cairo Criminal Court sentenced on Wednesday nine on-the-run criminals to 25 years in prison, 13 defendants to 10-year rigorous imprisonment and two minors to three years in jail after being found guilty in the case of the "Qualitative Committees" of the terrorist Muslim Brotherhood (MB).

-------------------------------------------------------

The Cairo Criminal Court decided on Wednesday to adjourn to Thursday the retrial of activist Ahmed Doma in the case known in the media as "the cabinet violence case". The delay came to resume unsealing the exhibits of the case.

-------------------------------------------------------

Alexandria Criminal Court referred Wednesday the papers of four criminals accused of murder to the Mufti to give his opinion about sentencing them to death.

-------------------------------------------------------

Prosecutor-General Nabil Sadek has ordered referring 30 terrorists to the Criminal Court's Supreme State Security Emergency over forming a gang adopting the ideologies of the terrorist group Daesh. They are also charged with supplying the terrorist group with funds, arms and explosives to target churches, Copts and state's vital facilities, as well as receiving military training at Daesh camps in Syria and Libya.

-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptian Consul General in New York Hesham el-Naqib asserted that a large number of US companies have asked for obtaining information about the investment opportunities in Egypt after reforms implemented in the business climate, industrial licenses and infrastructure.

-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Trade and Industry Tariq Qabil said that Egypt, along with 43 other African States, inked on Wednesday an agreement on launching the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

-------------------------------------------------------

Head of the New Administrative Capital Company Ahmed Zaki Abden received, in coordination with the ministry of foreign affairs, a large number of foreign ambassadors, diplomats and accredited international organizations' representatives.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian Stock Exchange (EGX) indexes showed mixed performance at the close of Wednesday's trading amid purchase operations by local and Arab investors as well as foreign investment funds.
-------------------------------------------------------

The US dollar exchange rate was relatively stable at Egypt's major banks on Wednesday.

The dollar rate reached LE17.55 for buying and LE17.65 for selling at the National Bank of Egypt.
-------------------------------------------------------

Israel's army confirmed Wednesday that an Israeli airstrike destroyed a suspected nuclear reactor under construction in Syria in 2007.It was in the dark, early hours of Sept. 6, near Deir ez-Zor, that "four F-16 jets eliminated a nuclear threat not only to Israel, but to the entire region," the army said in a statement.
-------------------------------------------------------

King Abdullah II of Jordan highlighted Wednesday the significance of the EU in pushing the peace process forward.
-------------------------------------------------------

International donors have raised 456 million euros ($560 million) to build a desalination plant in the Gaza Strip to provide around 2 million people with safe drinking water, the European Union said.
One hundred and five of the 110 abducted schoolgirls in Dapchi kidnapped by Boko Haram group in Nigeria have been released.
-------------------------------------------------------

The US Senate on Tuesday rejected a bipartisan bid to end American involvement in Yemen's civil war, voting down a rare effort to overrule presidential military authorization.
-------------------------------------------------------

The United Nations has called on Turkey, in a report, to end the state of emergency imposed in the country after the 2016 coup attempt, saying that the routine extension of emergency powers has resulted in “profound” human rights violations against hundreds of thousands of people and may have lasting impact on the country’s socio-economic fabric.

-------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------

MAIN STORY
SISI: EGYPT'S PEOPLE ARE CAPABLE OF CHANGE

WOMEN HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN THEIR ASSIGNMENTS

WE ARE DETERMINED TO PRESERVE WOMEN'S RIGHTS

SISI CALLS ON EGYPTIANS TO TAKE PART IN VOTING

ECONOMIC MEASURES WERE NECESSARY FOR IMPROVING CITIZENS LIVING STANDARDS

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has called on all Egyptians to freely take part in the Presidential elections next week. The President said Egyptians are called upon to address a strong message to the whole world that Egypt is governed by its people who are capable of change and selecting the ruler whom they want. The President said recent economic measures were inevitable adding nobody wants to expose his people to pressures unless he wants to improve their conditions to the better.

The President gave these remarks at a ceremony which was held in honor of the Egyptian women and the Ideal Mother. During the ceremony, the President honored a number of the ideal mothers all over the republic and honorable women models in the various domains.

The President was keen to restate that what was done by the government for the interest of women was not a favor adding if there had been a chance for the government to assist women, it would not have delayed. 
The President said the experiment of filling some posts by women has been considerably successful adding in spite of unprecedented women participation in the House of Representatives, there is a pressing need for a regular movement to qualify female cadres.

"Over the past five years we have seen people offering sacrifices but it is so hard to imagine that someone presents his children in sacrifice as the Egyptian mothers of martyrs have done," he said.
"I have met over the last five years with hundreds of families of martyrs on all occasions and I swear I have never heard a single word from the mother, wife or daughter of a martyr that implies blame. On the contrary, they have always asserted that their sacrifices were for the sake of Egypt," he added.
Also, President Sisi asserted that the Egyptian women had suffered the most over the past period because of insecurity and the difficult economic conditions, hailing the widespread support shown by them during the June 30th revolution.
President Sisi praised women and said that all those who worked with him had proven their professionalism and capability to make achievements.
The president said he directed the government to provide the breadwinning women and her family to be included in the social protection and economic empowerment programs. 

Sisi Attends Ceremony for Honoring Ideal Mother

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his wife Wednesday attended a ceremony for honoring the ideal mother on the anniversary of Mother's Day.
Attending also were Prime Minister Sherif Ismail, Minister of Defense Sedqy Sobhy, Minister of Social Solidarity Ghada Wali, Grand Sheikh of Al Azhar Dr Ahmed el Tayyeb and Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria.
Several other ministers and statesmen were present. 

Addressing the ceremony, Head of the National Council for Women Maya Morsy said the Egyptian woman is a peacemaker.
The Egyptian woman, army and police are the defense lines for Egypt's safety and security, she added.
She expressed, on behalf of the Egyptian women, all appreciation for President Abdel Fattah El Sisi.
Morsy further thanked the president for declaring 2017 the year of women.
She further commended the political leadership in Egypt for issuing legislation protecting the rights of Egyptian women. 

 A documentary on the biggest campaign for empowering women in Egypt "Egyptian Women Can" was played.

The documentary addressed all segments of the Egyptian society and posted them on the rights of women to political participation and education.
The campaign also addresses the problem of sexual harassment.
The documentary asserted that supporting Egyptian women started with directives by President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to declare 2017 the year of Egyptian women. 

 Minister of Planning and Administrative Reform Dr Hala Saeed said women are the pillars of the Egyptian society.
She further noted that the status of Egyptian women today and their gains reflect how far the State is aware of the importance of women as a major factor for realizing positive changes through empowering her at the social, economic and political levels.
The past few years have seen remarkable participation by women at all decision making levels, she further noted, adding that in 2016, Egypt has launched its strategy for achieving sustainable development.
The Egyptian woman is an important partner in the economic development process, added the minister. 

Minister of Social Solidarity Ghada Wali said that the ceremony is an evidence that the president appreciates Egyptian women.
On March 2017, it was announced that one million Egyptian women have obtained financial support as part of "Solidarity and Karama " program, she said.
"Today, we announce that the figure hit 2.1 million Egyptian women", she pointed out, adding that the move cost around 881 million pounds per month.
Protectionist programs also include monthly pensions for around 200,000 divorced, widows and jailed wives, she added.
The state also spends 43 million pounds per months to support divorced women whose former husbands reject supporting them. Up to 300,000 persons are benefiting from this program, she added.
Ghada Wali said women and children are the ones to benefit from moving from dangerous slums to secure, decent and new places.
Women are the ones who enjoy furniture and use the new home appliances that are available in the new apartments in Gheit el Enab, Al Asmarat, Ahaleena, Tal el Aqareb and other districts upon directives by the president, she said.
Today's ceremony is to honor all Egyptian women who sacrifice a great deal to care for their children, she said, referring to the ministry's ideal mother award which goes to these women across the country.
The ministry honors the first three ideal mothers, a foster mother, a mother of a disabled child and a mother of an Armed Forces or police martyr and this year the ministry added an award to a disabled mother who cared for her children alone. The ministry also held a special celebration for women who recovered from addiction and mothers held behind bars, she said.
Celebrating mothers is also a celebration of women who are playing one of their most important roles, she added.

President Sisi Appreciates Egyptian Women – Spokesman

Participation of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi in a ceremony for honoring the Egyptian women reflects his appreciation of the Egyptian women, said presidential spokesman Bassam Rady Wednesday.
Rady added in statements to the Egyptian radio that the president is very much appreciating the role of the Egyptian women inside her home and in the society in general.
He pointed out that the current government includes six female ministers. This shows an appreciation for the wide capabilities of women, he noted.
Rady also said that the Egyptian women have always been playing an active role in the political life in Egypt. 

ALL PAPERS
AM/SA

MAIN STORY II
PREPARATIONS FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS WRAPPED UP

INTENSIVE SECURITY PREPARATIONS IN SINAI

PM URGES CITIZENS TO PARTICIPATE IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Counselor Mahmoud El Sherif, The spokesman for the National election Authority NEA said all preparations for the Presidential elections have been wrapped up adding the NEA is keen to have fair and transparent election. He said the NEA is about to deliver the voting process papers to courts during the coming 48 hours. El Sherif said judges have been appointed for the voting stations in Sinai adding strong security measures are in place for securing voting stations, judges and voters adding the state is keen to organize elections in Sinai like any other governorate to demonstrate its capability to maintain security there.

PM urges citizens to participate in presidential election

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail hailed the unique experience of Egyptian expatriates who voted in the presidential polls in various capitals of world countries amid an atmosphere of patriotism.
This reflects the sense of belongingness and awareness of the Egyptians abroad of the issues of their homeland and importance of taking part in formulating Egypt's future, he noted.
In a statements Wednesday, the premier lauded the efforts exerted by the Egyptian diplomats in organizing the process of casting ballots at the embassies and consulates which contributed to reflecting the civilized image of Egyptians.
Ismail urged the Egyptians nationwide to participate in the presidential election scheduled on March 26-28 to support the State in achieving economic reform, secure a better future for the coming generations, encounter challenges and send a message to the whole world that Egypt is on the right track at all levels, the statement read. 

Pope Tawadros urges Egyptians to take part in presidential election

Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria and Patriarch of St. Mark Diocese urged eligible Egyptian voters to cast their ballots in the coming presidential elections, especially after the high turnout by Egyptians living abroad.
The pontiff’s remarks came during his weekly sermon on Wednesday at Virgin Mary and San Joseph Church in Alexandria. 

Moussa calls on citizens to take part in voting 

Former Arab League Secretary General Amr Moussa has called on the Egyptian people to take part in the Presidential elections in support of the right of citizenship.

"l will take part in electing the President of Egypt for the coming four years. l will fulfill my commitment as a citizen who is concerned with Egypt's stability, deepening democracy and respect for law and the constitution" Moussa said. 
Moussa thanks the people, media

The Campaign of Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa held its final rally at the main headquarters of Al Ghad Party. Moussa called on Egyptian citizens to intensively take part in voting which will take Egypt to safety 

Addressing the rally, Moussa thanked all segments of the Egyptian people, all tribes and businessmen.

He thanked all Egyptian parties which are considered an indivisible part of the Egyptian community fabric. He also hailed the role of media and their neutrality in coverage.

He said regardless of the results of elections, he highly respects his contender Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his achievements.

AU to deploy election observation mission to Egypt’s presidential election

The African Union (AU) said it would deploy a Short-Term Election Observation Mission (AUEOM) to Egypt to observe the presidential election scheduled for March 26-28 2018.
In a statement, the AU said at the invitation of the Egyptian government and National Elections Authority, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC) Moussa Faki Mahamat has approved the deployment of a Short-Term Election Observation Mission (AUEOM) to Egypt.
The AUEOM, led by Abdoulaye Diop, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Mali, comprises 40 short-term observers and will be deployed from March 21 to 31, 2018.
The mandate of the mission is to observe, assess and report on the conduct of the election in Egypt in line with African Union principles for democratic elections in Africa. The overall objective is to contribute to the deepening of democracy and democratic elections in Africa. 

AL Hailed Egyptians Abroad Participation in Elections

Assistant Arab League Secretary General Ambassador Hossam Zaki has commended the participation of Egyptians abroad in the voting process. He said this intensive participation reflects Egyptian nationals to cast their votes as this is a democratic commitment which is important for Egypt to go ahead with the march of development.

Meantime, AL Assistant Secretary General and Head of the AL Media and Communication Section Haifa Abu Ghazaleh reviewed Wednesday the various aspects of the role played by the mission that will observe the Egyptian presidential election.
Abu Ghazaleh stressed the importance of training observers to allow them get acquainted with their rights as well as duties and using electronic observation forms.
There are some 80 observers from 19 Arab nationalities, she noted.
The AL mission targets providing objective and comprehensive evaluation of the stages of the electoral process starting from the process of registering voters and candidates, electioneering, casting ballots and counting votes till announcing the results of the presidential polls. 

Homat al Watan Party Organizes Rally in Gharbiya to Support Sisi

Homat al Watan (Defenders of the Homeland) party organized Wednesday a rally in Gharbiya governorate to support President Abdel Fattah El Sisi for a second presidential term.
In press statements, leader of Homat al Watan party Galal el Hareedy said he supports President Abdel Fattah El Sisi for a second term in recognition of the real achievements he made in all fields. 
 He noted that President Sisi confronted terrorism and launched preemptive strikes against whoever seeks to harm Egypt's national security.
The event was attended by a large number of MPs as well as public and political figures. 
ALL PAPERS
AM/SA
EGYPT

Egypt’s Mufti:

EGYPT IS FIRM IN WAR AGAINST TERRORISM, SUPPORTED BY PEOPLE

Egypt’s mufti Shawqi Allam on Wednesday said the country is firm in its war against terrorism, supported by its people.

Allam’s remarks came during his meeting with Pakistan’s President Mamnoon Hussain at the presidential palace in Islamabad.

He stressed that terrorism, denounced worldwide, had nothing to do with any of the heavenly religions.

Allam denounces Kabul attack

On another level, Allam strongly condemned the suicide attack that hit Afghanistan's capital Kabul on Wednesday, leaving at least 29 persons dead and several others wounded.

In a statement, Allam stressed that this criminal act contradicts with Islamic Sharia (law) prohibiting intimidating innocent people as well as terrorism and violence in all its forms.

Terrorist assaults tarnish the image of Islam which calls for tolerance, coexistence and mercy, the statement read. 

The extremist organizations seek spreading destruction worldwide, Allam affirmed, urging the international community to uproot black terrorism.

The mufti offered condolences to the families of the victims, wishing a speedy recovery for the injured.

Moreover, Al Azhar strongly condemned the suicide attack that took place Wednesday in western Afghanistan's capital Kabul.

In a statement, Al Azhar said that intimidating innocent people is an act of cowardice and a crime prohibited by all heavenly religions, urging for uniting international efforts to eradicate terrorism.

The great Islamic edifice offered condolences to Afghanistan's government and people, wishing a speedy recovery for the injured, the statement read.

ALL PAPERS

AL AZHAR, THE NETHERLANDS PROBE BILATERAL CULTURAL COOPERATION

Dean of Al Azhar’s Islamic studies college for expatriates Abdel Mon’em Fuad met on Wednesday with a delegation of scholars from Dutch universities, currently on a visit to Al Azhar University.

The meeting touched on scientific and cultural relations.

Members of the Dutch delegation lauded the progress achieved on the ground at Al Azhar University as well as its Islamic studies college for expatriates for its role in supporting the moderate ideology that calls for dialogue and acceptance of others.

ALL PAPERS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pakistan’s Ambassador in Cairo:

RELATIONS WITH EGYPT IN STEADY PROGRESS IN ALL DOMAINS

Pakistani-Egyptian relations witness a steady progress in the various political, economic, and cultural domains, Pakistan’s Ambassador in Cairo Mushtaq Ali Shah said Wednesday.

Speaking to MENA, Ali Shah said Pakistan celebrated its 71st independence anniversary that coincided with establishing diplomatic ties between Islamabad and Cairo.

Pakistan is looking forward to further enhancing the Pakistani-Egyptian relations, he added.

He hailed the level of strategic cooperation maintained by both sides, terming it as “distinguished.” 

The celebration marking the Pakistani Independence Day was held at embassy HQ, where foreign and Egyptian diplomats were present.

ALL PAPERS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
UK ambassador in Cairo:

UK PROUD OF SUPPORTING EGYPT’s EFFORTS VERSUS ILLEGAL MIGRATION

Britain is proud of its support to the Egyptian efforts aiming at putting an end to illegal migration, UK ambassador in Cairo John Casson said Wednesday.

Casson’s remarks came as the British Embassy in Cairo, in cooperation with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), launched a four-day-training program for Egyptian police officers on identifying and investigating trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants.

“With over EGP 11 million, the UK is proud to support the Egyptian government’s efforts to put an end to illegal migration. With our joint effort, we hope to reinforce the belief that Egyptians do not need to risk their lives leaving Egypt to build the future they deserve,” Casson said.

“That’s why we will remain Egypt’s number one economic partner with new investment in job-creation sectors and a 50m fund to support Egyptian entrepreneurs. And that’s why we are aiming to be Egypt’s number one education partner too.”

The launch of the workshop was attended by Deputy Representative of the UNODC Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa, Julien Garsany, the North Africa Migration Adviser at the British Embassy in Cairo, Joseph Whittle and representatives from the Egyptian Ministry of Interior.

The UK-funded training is one of a series that aims to train police officers representing all Egypt’s governorates. The course will provide technical assistance to police officers to enhance the identification and investigation of human trafficking and migrants smuggling cases.

The project aims to build the capacity of criminal justice authorities in Egypt, to effectively prevent, investigate, prosecute and adjudicate cases of human smuggling and trafficking.

ALL PAPERS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PRESIDENTIAL DECREE PARDONS PRISONERS ON SINAI LIBERATION DAY

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi issued on Wednesday decree No. 133/2018 to pardon some prisoners on the occasion of Sinai Liberation Day celebrations on April 25th.

The decree was published in the official gazette.
Al-Ahram, P.20
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
HEALTH MINISTER PROBES WITH FRENCH SIDE MEANS OF PROMOTING COOPERATION

Health and Population Minister Ahmed Emad Eldin Rady received Wednesday a delegation representing the French Embassy and the French Development Agency (AFD) to discuss means of boosting joint cooperation in the medical field.

The meeting took up the successful experience especially offering mobile clinics to examine patients similar to the one applied in Algeria, said Health Ministry spokesman Khaled Megahed. 

The French side suggested adopting this idea in Egypt, the spokesman reiterated.

Rady probed with the delegation inaugurating mobile hospitals with operation rooms, intensive care unit and a pharmacy instead of clinics, Megahed asserted.

The minister underlined that the mobile hospitals will offer medical services to remote areas via getting soft loan from the French government, the spokesman affirmed.

Al-Ahram, P.20
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPTIAN PARLIAMENTARY FACT-FINDING PANEL HEADS TO 

LONDON TO INVESTIGATE MURDER OF MARIAM MOUSTAFA

An Egyptian parliamentary fact-finding panel heads today to British capital, London, to investigate murder of Egyptian female student Mariam Moustafa.

Mariam Moustafa was killed by 6 British girls.
The panel will follow up the track of investigations in the crime of killing the Egyptian student.
The Egyptian government has already pressed the UK authorities to act swiftly in their investigations into the death of the 18-year-old Egyptian student who was the victim of a street assault in Nottingham.

Mariam Moustafa, who was left in a coma after the incident on 20 February, was pronounced dead last Wednesday. The teenager, an engineering student based in the city, was allegedly punched several times during a confrontation with a group of women in Parliament Street, Nottingham.

While detectives investigating the death have said there is no information to suggest the attack was motivated by hate, the student’s family has reportedly been critical of the British authorities’ response.

Al-Ahram, P.20
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TV PRESENTER RIHAM SAEED ACQUITTED OF CHILD ABDUCTION CHARGE

A Cairo criminal court on Wednesday cleared TV presenter Riham Saeed and three others of charges of inciting child abduction and human trafficking.

A member of Saeed's program crew was handed down a suspended one-year sentence.

Also, the court has sentenced two other members to a 15-year rigorous imprisonment and fined each one of them EGP 200,000. A third was also sentenced to a severe imprisonment for five years.

Prosecutor General Nabil Ahmed Sadeq had referred the eight defendants to the criminal court following the conclusion of investigations into the case.

The prosecution had charged Saeed and the seven defendants with inciting the kidnapping of two children and airing false news, in addition to human trafficking.

In an episode of Saeed's program Sabaya El Kheir, she and her crew used a mediator to convince kidnappers to abduct two children, claiming that they would be sold to a family in an Arab country, with the intention of recording the exchange and reporting the kidnappers to the police.

ALL PAPERS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
24 MB TERRORISTS GET RIGOROUS IMPRISONMENT SENTENCES

The Cairo Criminal Court sentenced on Wednesday nine on-the-run criminals to 25 years in prison, 13 defendants to 10-year rigorous imprisonment and two minors to three years in jail after being found guilty in the case of the "Qualitative Committees" of the terrorist Muslim Brotherhood (MB).

The defendants are implicated in using explosive charges and possessing arms to use them against the state establishments.

The defendants had founded illegal committees affiliated to the terrorist group with the aim of changing the regime by force and suspending the country's constitution.

The prosecution said the defendants committed crimes starting from 2014 till 2016 against police and state facilities.

ALL PAPERS
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RETRIAL OF ACTIVIST DOMA IN CABINET VIOLENCE CASE ADJOURNED 

The Cairo Criminal Court decided on Wednesday to adjourn to Thursday the retrial of activist Ahmed Doma in the case known in the media as "the cabinet violence case".

The delay came to resume unsealing the exhibits of the case.

In October, the Court of Cassation annulled a life sentence handed down against activist Doma over the acts of violence that occurred outside the Cabinet headquarters in downtown Cairo in December 2011.

Doma had been accused of committing acts of violence, assaulting police officers and setting fire to buildings of the Cabinet, the People's Assembly and the Shura Council, in addition to the Scientific Academy in December 2011.

Al-Ahram, P.20

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PAPERS OF 4 CRIMINALS REFERRED TO MUFTI

Alexandria Criminal Court referred Wednesday the papers of four criminals accused of murder to the Mufti to give his opinion about sentencing them to death.

The perpetrators; a driver, his two friends and a woman, are accused of killing the woman's husband by chaining and throwing him in a drainage channel where he breathed his last. The driver had an affair with the wife of the victim.

After being arrested, the criminals confessed to committing the crime.

Al-Ahram, P.20
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
30 TERRORISTS REFERRED TO CRIMINAL COURT FOR TARGETING CHURCHES

Prosecutor-General Nabil Sadek has ordered referring 30 terrorists to the Criminal Court's Supreme State Security Emergency over forming a gang adopting the ideologies of the terrorist group Daesh.

They are also charged with supplying the terrorist group with funds, arms and explosives to target churches, Copts and state's vital facilities, as well as receiving military training at Daesh camps in Syria and Libya.

The supreme state security prosecution had started a probe into the case following investigations it received from the national security sector of the Ministry of Interior where the defendants confessed to their plans to target Christians with the aim of affecting the country's national unity.

The investigations revealed that one of the group members, identified as Nour, formed the 30-member group and prepared a three-axis training program, the first was intellectual based on holding meetings to study Daesh thoughts on the Internet and pick elements to carry out suicide attacks.

The second axis was based on security measures with using nicknames to evade security measures while the third dealt with training the group members physically and militarily in camps inside and outside the country.

Firearms, munition, explosives and other illegal materials and equipment used in making bombs have been found with the group members.

Al-Ahram, P.20
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US COs ASK FOR INVESTING IN SUEZ CANAL AXIS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
Egyptian Consul General in New York Hesham el-Naqib asserted that a large number of US companies have asked for obtaining information about the investment opportunities in Egypt after reforms implemented in the business climate, industrial licenses and infrastructure.

He went on to say that there is high turnout for investing in the industrial zone in the Suez Canal Axis Development Project and logistical services.

In statements to journalists in New York yesterday, el-Naqib said that 97 US police officers from New York will visit Egypt's Cairo, Luxor, Aswan and Hurghada as tourists this March 24th, adding that this visit is considered the first of its kind in appreciation of Egypt' sacrifices in the field of combating terrorism and the martyrs of police and army who made sacrifices to defend the nation.  

He added that the US interest in the tourist flights to Egypt is on the increase, as the number of US tourists to Egypt in 2017 hit about 250,000 ones.

He pointed out that the tourism sector is a national security issue for Egypt, adding that it would be useful for us to think about the reopening of our tourist office in New York.
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EGYPT, 43 AFRICAN STATES INK AGREEMENT
 ON LAUNCHING FREE TRADE AREA   

Minister of Trade and Industry Tariq Qabil said that Egypt, along with 43 other African States, inked on Wednesday an agreement on launching the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

The inking came at the conclusion of the African Union (AU) Summit that was held in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.

Qabil said that the AU Summit's final declaration asserted the member states' desire to deepen integration among African countries through the AfCFTA, the Ministry of Trade and Industry said in a statement on Wednesday. 
The minister also lauded progress achieved in the first round of negotiations, which resulted in formulating a convention on launching the African free trade area.

The final declaration, Qabil went on to say, pointed out to the importance of the AU resolutions on the African integrity, promoting inter-African trade cooperation in addition to speeding up the pace of launching the AfCFTA. 
Sisi: Launch of AfCFTA important step towards African's common market 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi asserted, on Wednesday, that the launch of the AfCFTA is considered a major step towards establishing the common African market. 

The president's statements came in Egypt's speech to the summit of African heads of state in the Rwandan capital of Kigali, read out by Qabil.
The president said that the establishment of AfCFTA was the culmination of the strong will of the African continent and its people over the past years and negotiations since the 18th African summit in Addis Ababa in 2012.
President Sisi called for rallying efforts among African countries to achieve economic integration in the continent, saying that the road is still long and needs strenuous efforts to fulfill negotiations.
He also said that the agreement would help promote trade exchange among African countries as well as infrastructure and transport projects.
The president stressed the importance of liberalizing trade services which contribute to achieving sustainable development and industry in Africa with benefiting from world e-trade whose volume hit $1.92 trillion in 2016.
At the end of the speech, Qabil conveyed president Sisi's greetings to Rwandan president Paul Kagame.   
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REPRESENTATIVES OF 90 COUNTRIES MEET HEAD 
OF NEW ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL CO 

Head of the New Administrative Capital Company Ahmed Zaki Abden received, in coordination with the ministry of foreign affairs, a large number of foreign ambassadors, diplomats and accredited international organizations' representatives.
The New Administrative Capital Company previewed its plan in its various neighborhoods and the timetable needed for that, like the business neighborhood, diplomatic neighborhood and government facilities neighborhood, in addition to the mosque and the church. 

For his part, official spokesman for the new Administrative capital Khaled al-Hosaini said that the diplomatic neighborhood was paid a great attention, as it is decided to include the headquarters of embassies and international organizations on an are of 1,700 feddans that can contain embassies, houses of the ambassadors, a hospital, a number of international schools and clubs, in addition to the residential neighborhood for the diplomatic missions' members.

He added that the ambassadors expressed their appreciation for the Administrative Capital Company for being quick to respond to their demands regarding holding this meeting to get acquainted with the accomplishments in this project.

He pointed out that the meeting grouped the representatives of 90 countries and more than 150 ambassadors and diplomatic missions' members to clarify this historic accomplishment.
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EGX BENCHMARK UP 0.19% 
The Egyptian Stock Exchange (EGX) indexes showed mixed performance at the close of Wednesday's trading amid purchase operations by local and Arab investors as well as foreign investment funds.
Meanwhile, sales prevailed in transactions of Egyptian and Arab institutions and investment funds.
The market capital lost about LE200 million, closing at LE970.3 billion, after transactions registering LE2.1 billion. 
The EGX 30 benchmark index increased 0.19 percent, recording 17,147.12 points.
Meanwhile, the broader EGX 70 index of the leading small and mid-cap enterprises (SMEs) slumped 0.65 percent, standing at 880.83 points.
The all-embracing EGX 100 index was also down 0.26 percent, hitting 2,261.31 points. 
Dollar Exchange Rate Stable At Major Egyptian Banks

The US dollar exchange rate was relatively stable at Egypt's major banks on Wednesday.

The dollar rate reached LE17.55 for buying and LE17.65 for selling at the National Bank of Egypt.
At Banque Misr, the dollar price stood at LE17.54 for buying and LE17.64 for selling.
The dollar price registered LE17.58 for buying and LE17.68 for selling at Banque Du Caire
At the Commercial International Bank (CIB), the dollar price upped one piaster to record 17.56 for buying and 17.66 for selling.
The dollar exchange rate registered LE17.56 for buying and LE17.66 for selling at the Arab African International Bank and Bank of Alexandria. 
The dollar exchange rate stood at LE17.58 for buying and LE17.68 for selling at Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank. 
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS

ISRAEL ADMITS ATTACKING SYRIAN NUKE REACTOR

Israel's army confirmed Wednesday that an Israeli airstrike destroyed a suspected nuclear reactor under construction in Syria in 2007.It was in the dark, early hours of Sept. 6, near Deir ez-Zor, that "four F-16 jets eliminated a nuclear threat not only to Israel, but to the entire region," the army said in a statement.
"For two years, officials in the Military Intelligence Directorate had been monitoring the Syrian nuclear project," the Israeli military continued. "Their intelligence suggested that the facility would become active toward the end of 2007, which prompted the army to initiate an attack on the facility."
Israel Arrests 35 Palestinians In WB, Al Quds
Israeli forces arrested early Wednesday some 35 Palestinians during a large-scale military operation in the West Bank and Al Quds.
Fifteen Palestinians were arrested in the West Bank and 20 in Al Quds.

Israeli bulldozers pushed deep into the Gaza Strip.
Jordanian King Stresses Importance of EU In Peace Process
King Abdullah II of Jordan highlighted Wednesday the significance of the EU in pushing the peace process forward.
This came during his meeting with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in the Hague on Wednesday, where they discussed also ways to boost Jordanian-Dutch relations in various fields as well as regional developments, Jordan's Petra news agency reported.
On developments related to the Palestinian issue, the King stressed that reaching a just and comprehensive solution to the Palestinian issue was a key to achieving stability in the whole region, pointing out the important role of the EU in pushing the peace process forward.
In this regard, King Abdullah stressed the need to exert more efforts to build confidence in the peace process and to re-launch negotiations between the Palestinians and Israelis on the basis of the two-state solution, the Arab Peace Initiative and international legitimacy, leading to the establishment of an independent Palestinian state with East Al Quds as its capital.
The talks also dealt with the impact of the Israeli measures, including the construction of settlements, on opportunities to achieve peace, in addition to the challenges facing churches in Al Quds, and the role of Jordan in protecting Islamic and Christian holy sites in the holy city.
The discussions also dealt with the role of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and the need for international support to enable it to continue its humanitarian and relief role.
In the meantime, they agreed to expand cooperation between the two countries, especially in the fields of trade, renewable energy, agriculture, water management, transport, small and medium enterprises, innovation, telecommunications, information technology and military.
During the bilateral and expanded talks, the King and the Dutch prime minister stressed the importance of the agreements signed by Jordan and the Netherlands during the visit, and the need to build on them to serve the interests of the two countries and the two peoples.
Donors Raise 456 Million Euros for  Gaza Water Treatment Plant
International donors have raised 456 million euros ($560 million) to build a desalination plant in the Gaza Strip to provide around 2 million people with safe drinking water, the European Union said.
At a pledging conference in Brussels on Tuesday, the EU offered more than 77 million euros, which combined with other donations will meet around 80 percent of the plant's costs.
People in the impoverished coastal strip rely on an underground aquifer for their water. But quality is poor and Gazans are drawing off around four times what the aquifer can sustain each year, said ABC news.
The Palestinians say water shortages are creating health problems and exacerbating political tensions.

The EU says that funding the plant is part of its efforts to help build a Palestinian state.
Tamimi Sentenced to 8 months In Israeli Jail
A Palestinian teenager was sentenced on Wednesday to eight months in prison after a video surfaced of her kicking and slapping a pair of Israeli soldiers outside her West Bank home.

Ahed Tamimi, 17, reached a plea deal that included an eight-month sentence and a fine of $1,400, according to her lawyer, Gaby Lasky.

Despite reaching an agreement, Tamimi told reporters in court that there is “no justice under occupation and we are in an illegal court.”
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NIGERIA'S BOKO HARAM RELEASES KIDNAPPED GIRLS

One hundred and five of the 110 abducted schoolgirls in Dapchi kidnapped by Boko Haram group in Nigeria have been released.
The girls are being transported to their homes, Presidential Aide Shebu Garba quoted by the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), said on Wednesday.
They were abducted by a faction of Boko Haram fighters at the Government Girls Technical College, Dapchi in Yobe state on Feb. 19.
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US SENATE REJECTS BID TO END

MILITARY'S ROLE IN YEMEN 

The US Senate on Tuesday rejected a bipartisan bid to end American involvement in Yemen's civil war, voting down a rare effort to overrule presidential military authorization.
The vote addressing American war powers had aimed to shut down US military involvement in Yemen within a month unless Congress formally authorised continued involvement.
Senators voted 55-44 to kill the bid after the Senate's Republican leadership and key figures from both parties on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee came out against it.

Meanwhile, Yemeni President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi met in Saudi Arabia with new Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Yemen Martin Griffiths.

According to Yemen's news agency, the president stressed his support for Griffiths's efforts, affirming his commitment to the peace for Yemen, pointing out to the failed past consultations with Houthi and the UN and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) resolutions related to the issue. 

The British diplomat was appointed as the new UN envoy to Yemen in February after his predecessor Esmail Ould Shaikh Ahmad.
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UN: ERDOGAN VIOLATED HUMAN RIGHTS

The United Nations has called on Turkey, in a report, to end the state of emergency imposed in the country after the 2016 coup attempt, saying that the routine extension of emergency powers has resulted in “profound” human rights violations against hundreds of thousands of people and may have lasting impact on the country’s socio-economic fabric.

“One of the most alarming findings of the report is how Turkish authorities reportedly detained some 100 women who were pregnant or had just given birth, mostly on the grounds that they were ‘associates’ of their husbands, who are suspected of being connected to terrorist organizations,” said Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, in a news release announcing the findings.

“Some were detained with their children and others violently separated from them. This is simply outrageous, utterly cruel, and surely cannot have anything whatsoever to do with making the country safer,” he added.

While taking note of the complex challenges Turkey has faced in addressing the attempted coup in July 2016, as well as a number of terrorist attacks, the report cites that the sheer number, frequency and lack of connection of several emergency decrees to any national threat seem to point to the use of emergency powers to stifle any form of criticism or dissent vis-à-vis the Government.
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EDITORIALS & COLUMNS

EGYPT’S REGIONAL EXPANSION IS POLITICAL MUST!
There is a camp that thinks Egypt is capable of playing a pivotal political role in the Middle East region while another believes in the importance of continuing self-observation, writes Mohamed Abul-Fadl in an article in Al-Ahram on Thursday.

Each side has its own justifications and pretexts that sustain its claims and make its viewpoint correct and logical, but sometimes emotion gets mixed with the mind. Whoever suggested the inevitability of expansion have great dreams for their country and whoever said Egypt is only for Egyptians are never less patriotic.

Respected diplomat Ahmed Abul-Gheit, Secretary-General of the Arab League, said expanding outside Egypt would only repeat the scenarios that encountered similar projects in the past as adopted by Mohamed Ali Pasha and Gamal Abdel-Nasser.

However, when I speak about expansion, I mean reasonable regional ambitions in the sense of stretching, not in the sense of dominance. After all, there is no regional power, no matter its military might and economic potency, can impose its absolute hegemony over the countries of the region, although there are persistent military attempts by Iran and Turkey in this respect.

Perhaps the United States has successfully imposed its predominance over many regions in the world throughout the past three decades, but the ebb of this superpower and the ascendance of others like Russia, China and Europe suggests that the world order’s traditional features are being changed.

As for Turkey and Iran, each one of them is in possession of a nationalist project of hegemony and the ignorance of strict international balances, where actors turned a blind eye to Iran’s expansions in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen.

Moreover, those tenuous balances in some moment have allowed Turkey to impose its influence and launch aggression on the Iraqi and Syrian territories, and even start looking for the Gulf and Africa.
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MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD IN MENACE

Signs indicating that the Muslim Brotherhood (MB) is in menace have emerged recently, writes Ahmed Abdel Tawab in an article in Al-Ahram on Tursday.    

Such signs are welcomed by MB's opponents; since they predict that a disorder or maybe a dissent will strike The International Organization of the Muslim Brotherhood.

The most recent and clear sign shown was the announcement by Building and Development Party, MB's political arm and façade, that its members are free to take part or boycott the presidential elections.

Whereas, the MB and its supporters declared that they will boycott the poll. 

Terrorist Assem Abdel Maged, leader of Al- Jama'a Al-Islamiya, was the first to criticize this announcement, giving himself the right to correct other's mistakes and boss them around. 

He incited the members of the party to quit; as he believes that participating in the vote stands against all the principles on which the MB was founded. 

He sees that the upright ones among the members should not be part of this group that violated the boycott decision. 

As for the party's internal leaders, they think that the critics who fled abroad do not have to face the same restrictions as they do, especially since their case will be considered by the Supreme Administrative Court on April 21.

The court shall issue a final ruling about requests to dissolve the party; since its foundation breaches Article 74 of the constitution that stipulates that no political parties may be formed on the basis of religion.    

It is likely that the near date of the lawsuit is the reason why the party leaders had to duck around by pretending that they are independent from MB.

They seem hoping that the court would accept this and rule against its dissolution.   

The truth is that the Building and Development Party is facing a serious internal crisis. 

Political-wise, the party needs to maintain its existence. Yet, this has become impossible, especially with Egypt's determination to uproot terrorism, recently mirrored in the comprehensive operation "Sinai 2018".  

Thus, the party has no choice but to declare commitment to the requirements of the status-quo, including involving in national events, like the presidential poll.   
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President Abdel Fattah El Sisi honored on Wednesday the ideal mothers selected this year across Egypt on the occasion of the Mother's Day, which falls on March 21.


President Abdel Fattah El Sisi asserted on Wednesday that the launch of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is considered a major step towards establishing the common African market. The president's statements came in Egypt's speech to the summit of African heads of state in the Rwandan capital of Kigali, read out by Minister of Trade and Industry Tariq Qabil.


The Arab League Assistant Secretary General and Head of the AL Media and Communication Section Haifa Abu Ghazaleh reviewed on Wednesday the various aspects of the role played by the mission that will observe the Egyptian presidential election.


 Cairo Criminal Court decided on Wednesday to adjourn to Thursday the retrial of activist Ahmed Doma in the case known in the media as "the cabinet violence case". The delay came to resume unsealing the exhibits of the case.


Prime Minister Sherif Ismail hailed the unique experience of Egyptian expatriates who voted in the presidential polls in various capitals of world countries amid an atmosphere of patriotism.


This reflects the sense of belonging and awareness of the Egyptians abroad with the issues of their homeland and importance of taking part in formulating Egypt's future, he noted.


Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry left Cairo on Wednesday for New Delhi leading an Egyptian delegation to the 7th session of the Egyptian-Indian higher committee. The committee meetings will kick off on Wednesday at the level of senior officials and on Friday at the ministerial level.


Health and Population Minister Ahmed Emad Eldin Rady received Wednesday a delegation representing the French Embassy and the French Development Agency (AFD) to discuss means of boosting joint cooperation in the medical field.


Minister of Trade and Industry Tariq Qabil said Egypt, along with 43 other African states, signed on Wednesday an agreement on launching the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). The inking came at the conclusion of the African Union (AU) Summit that was held in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.


Egypt's consul in New York Hisham al-Naqeeb said 97 US police officers will pay a visit to Egypt on March 24 to tour Hurghada, Luxor and Aswan.


Minister of Public Enterprises Khaled Badawy said he expected floating of some State-owned companies at the Stock Exchange will yield about $3 billion.


Cairo Governor Atef Abdel-Hamid opened yesterday the first restoration phase in Merryland Park, Heliopolis at a cost of LE45 million. This renowned park restoration process will be divided to three phases.




















EDITORIALS:





Al-Ahram's editorial tackles Egypt's efforts to reunite the Libyan army, out of its permanent keenness to close ranks of the people and army against the terrorist organizations.





No one can deny that Libya's stability and security is considered a national Egyptian issue because all events on the Libyan soil strongly affect Egypt's home affairs.





Libya's major challenge is the arrival of terrorists to the Libyan territories. They come from Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Chad, Algeria, Nigeria and Niger, where they find a safe haven in Libya, meanwhile the army is not capable to fight them 





Al-Gomhuria editorially comments on President Abdel-Fattah el-Sisi's interview with a TV anchor two days ago. He emphasized that he, from the very beginning, took an action four years ago, to protect the Egyptians amidst very difficult circumstances, paying no attention to his popularity.
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