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· PRESIDENT SISI: - I HOPE HISTORY WOULD REMEMBER THAT I DEFENDED MY COUNTRY AMIDST TOUGH CIRCUMSTANCES
· WILL OF PEOPLE IS “DECISIVE” FACTOR IN ANY STATE
· WE ARE IN THE STAGE OF STABILIZING THE STATE AND SUCCESS IN SINAI IS BY DEVELOPING IT
· I WISH THERE ARE 10 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES AND THERE ARE 100 PARTIES IN EGYPT BUT THEY DON’T HAVE ANY NOMINEES
· THE CHALLENGE EGYPT FACES IS BIGGER THAN ANY PRESIDENT BUT  NOT BIGGER THAN THE  EGYPTIANS 
· SISI  TO GREEK FOREIGN MINISTER: THE REGION NEEDS ALL SINCERE EFFORTS TO SETTLE DISPUTES
· THE PRESIDENT REVIEWS PLANS FOR  DEVELOPING AVIATION SECTOR, INCREASING MOVEMENT OF  TRAVEL AND TOURISM
· SISI  PROBES SAFETY  MEASURES AND CRITERIA IN RAILWAYS
· FM SAMEH SHOUKRY  HEADS TO INDIA FOR JOINT COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 
· AFRICAN FREE TRADE ZONE  TO BE LAUNCHED TODAY
· 6TH MEETING  ON UNIFYING  LIBYAN MILITARY  INSTITUTIONS  KICKS OFF IN CAIRO
· LIVERPOOL STAR MOHAMED SALAH  A TRANSFER TARGET FORV REAL MADRID
· ABUL GHEIT:  ARAB SUMMIT TO BE HOLD IN RIYADH  APRIL 15
· ABU MAZEN ASSAILS  U.S. AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL: ‘SON OF A DOG, SETTLER’
· 23 RUSSIAN DIPLOMATS LEAVE BRITAIN
· TRUMP, SAUDI CROWN PRINCE DISCUSS SECURITY AND DEFENCE COOPERATION
R O U N D - U P
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has expressed his appreciation for the honorable stances  of the Greek  people and leadership supporting Egypt following the June 30 Revolution.
-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi directed  officials to continue efforts geared   to upgrading transportation system and enhancing its capabilities.
-------------------------------------------------------

Sisi stressed Tuesday the importance of expediting efforts to develop the civil aviation sector in Egypt.
-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry will fly Wednesday for New Delhi at the head of  a high level  Egyptian delegation to take part in the 7th session of the  Joint Higher  Egyptian-Indian committee.
-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has expressed hope that   history will remember  him as a man who defended his country in difficult circumstances .The President said he  has never dreamt of being  a president one day.

-------------------------------------------------------

President Sisi said Tuesday that Egyptians should not feel scared of speaking out freely, and that he is not responsible for the fact that he is not facing strong competition in the upcoming presidential elections.
-------------------------------------------------------

Head of the National Election Authority NEA  Lasheen Ibrahim said all preparations have been made for holding the Presidential elections at home on March 26, 27 and 28 adding judges and  counselors have been distributed to courts in the governorates.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Supreme Council for Media Regulation (SCMR)  said  the election  follow-up committee and the council's media observatory did not register any violations in the presidential elections abroad or propaganda campaigns.
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Awqaf Mohamed Mokhtar Gomaa has underlined the importance of participation in the coming presidential election.
-------------------------------------------------------

Eng Khaled Abdel Aziz ,the Minister of Youth and Sports has stressed the importance of citizens participation in  the coming Presidential elections. He said the government program submitted by Prime Minister Sherif Ismail to the parliament  lad emphasis on  deepening    popular participation.

-------------------------------------------------------

The 6th meeting on unifying Libyan military institutions kicked off on Tuesday in Cairo under Egypt's sponsorship. 
-------------------------------------------------------

The opening session was attended by Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, Acting Director of the General Intelligence Service (GIS) Abbas Kamel, director of the Military Intelligence Mohamed Farag el Shahat and Assistant Minister of Defense for Foreign Relations Mohammed el Kashki
-------------------------------------------------------

Speaker of the House of Representatives Ali Abdel Aal left Cairo on Tuesday for Geneva on a several-day visit.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt and Italy are cooperating for training cadres from African countries on fighting illegal migration, said Assistant Interior Minister Major General Ahmed el Amry on Tuesday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt's Ambassador to Russia Ihab Nasr said that Egypt and Russia share similar views and are always keen on exchanging opinions and coordinating at all levels on regional issues.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt's New Permanent Delegate to the United Nations (UN) Office at Geneva Ambassador Alaa Youssef called on Britain to complete its investigations into the case of the killed Egyptian student, Mariam Mostafa. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Eighteen-year-old Mariam Moustafa was left in a coma after an attack on 20 February and died from her injuries on 14 March.
-------------------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail on Tuesday said that Egypt seeks promoting cooperation and coordination with Kuwait.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt's Grand Mufti Shawqi Allam will pay a several days' visit to Pakistan on Tuesday upon an invitation from Pakistani President Mamnoon Hussain. The visit will include delivering a keynote address at a conference on combating extremism, to take place in Islamabad, Dural Iftaa said in a statement.
-------------------------------------------------------

Public Diplomacy Coordinator for Netherlands in the MENA region Dr. Baukje Dijkstra has welcomed scientific cooperation with Al Azhar University in view of receiving a number of the university’s students to get Masters and PHD degrees from universities in Netherlands. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Dijkstra made the remarks at the end of a two-day workshop held between a delegation from Al Azhar University and a number of Dutch scholars to encourage dialogue and aims at a rapprochement between the East and the West.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptian Ambassador in ‎Kinshasa Youssry Mohamed Khalil delivered on Tuesday a medical aid shipment to the Democratic Republic of Congo presented by the Egyptian Agency of Partnership for Development affiliated to the Egyptian Foreign Ministry.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptian ambassador to Serbia Amr el Goweli held talks with Serbian Youth Minister Vanja Udovičić on speeding up the signing of a memorandum of understanding between the Egyptian and Serbian sports ministries to boost bilateral cooperation.
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Social Solidarity Ghada Wali on Tuesday said that President Abdel Fattah El Sisi would grant ideal women medals of Honor on the occasion marking Mother's Day on Wednesday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Deputy Head of the National Committee for Combating Hepatitis C Yehya el Shazly said that over 429,200 citizens have been tested so far within the framework of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi's initiative "Egypt free of hepatitis C by 2020".
-------------------------------------------------------

The Ministry of Antiquities received on Tuesday 36 artifacts from Ataba's express mail service.
-------------------------------------------------------

Competitors from Egypt and other 50 countries will take part in the Holy Quran international competition that will be held on Saturday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Prosecutor General Nabil Sadek on Tuesday ordered referring Ashraf Atteya, the CEO and managing director of the public business sector's firm, "General Nile Company for Roads and Bridges" and another official to the criminal court.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt's national football team arrived on Tuesday in Swiss's Zurich city in order to prepare for its participation in 2018 FIFA World Cup through two friendly matches with Portugal and Greece. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Liverpool are facing a world record £200-million fight to hold on to magic man Egyptian winger Mo Salah.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Cabinet's Information and Decision Support Center (IDSC), on Tuesday, denied reports published by social media on a shortage in subsidized baby milk.
-------------------------------------------------------

The cabinet's IDSC denied, on Tuesday, rumors about the government's plan to withdraw ration cards from citizens whose income stands at LE2,500 or more.
-------------------------------------------------------

Trade and Industry Minister Tareq Qabil is to head for Rwanda on Wednesday to represent President Abdel Fattah El Sisi at the African Union (AU) Extraordinary Summit hosted by the Rwandan capital, Kigali, to launch the African Continental Free Trade Area. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Qabil discussed with Romanian Minister of Business Environment, Trade and Entrepreneurship Stefan-Radu Oprea means to boost cooperation between Egypt and Romania at the various domains especially in the trade, economic and tourism fields.
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation Dr Abdel Moneim el Banna and UAE Minister of Climate Change and Environment Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoud on Tuesday discussed means of enhancing cooperation to reach agricultural development especially in managing irrigation water usage and agricultural exports between the two countries.  
-------------------------------------------------------

The Administrative Court at the State Council banned, on Tuesday, taxi-hailing services "Uber" and "Careem" from operating in Egypt. 
Board Chairman of the Agricultural Bank of Egypt El Sayyed el Qasir said that "Aman" social insurance certificates represent a good example of cooperation and coordination among the different state institutions.
-------------------------------------------------------

More than 65% of Syria's Eastern Ghouta’s territory has been liberated, the Russian news agency Tass reported, quoting the Russian Defense Ministry as saying.
-------------------------------------------------------

UNICEF supplies delivered through the Syrian Arab Red Crescent also reached the newly accessible East Ghouta towns of Kaft Batna, Saqba and Hamourieh. 
-------------------------------------------------------

US President Donald Trump has congratulated his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, on his win in the presidential election in a telephone call on Tuesday, the Kremlin press service was quoted as saying by TASS news agency on Tuesday.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Turkish army decided to close all entries to and exits from the Syrian town of Afrin, Sky News channel reported Tuesday.
-------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------

MAIN STORY

PRESIDENT SISI: EGYPT CONTINUES EFFORTS TO REACH PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS TO CRISES IN THE REGION

SISI REVIEWS STEPS FOR ENHANCING SAFETY MEASURES  IN RAILWAYS

SISI  CALLS FOR EXERTING  EFFORTS TO  UPGRADE   CIVIL AVIATION CAPABILITIES

SHOUKRY TO CONVEY A MESSAGE FROM SISI TO INDIAN PREMIER

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has expressed his appreciation for the honorable stances  of the Greek  people and leadership supporting Egypt following the June 30 Revolution.

President  Sisi  underlined Egypt's keenness on promoting relations with Greece praising the current development of  bilateral at many levels.
During a meeting with Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias, attended by Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and Greek  Ambassador to Egypt Christos Diamisis, President Sisi renewed  Egypt's keenness on expanding cooperation within the framework of the tripartite mechanism with Cyprus particularly in the field of energy in  East  Mediterranean in a way that contributes to serve the best interests of both peoples and nations.

Presidency Spokesman Bassam Rady said the Greek foreign minister expressed his country's interest in  promoting historical relations with Egypt in light of its weight and pivotal role in the region and the role played by President Sisi in combating terror.
He voiced appreciation and admiration of Egypt's achievements in all fields especially infrastructure and mega national projects, security and stability.
He praised the tripartite cooperation mechanism involving Egypt, Greece and Cyprus, saying it is a successful model of coordination and cooperation in implementing joint ventures that contribute to bringing about economic and social development in the three  countries.
The meeting covered  bilateral relations and cooperation in the economic, investment and trade domains, he added.
It also    probed   the latest developments in the region and ways to confront terror and reach stability, he said.

Sisi Directs Officials To Continue Efforts To Upgrade Transport System

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi directed  officials to continue efforts geared   to upgrading transportation system and enhancing its capabilities.
The president’s remarks came during his meeting  Tuesday with Prime Minister Sherif Ismail and Minister of Transport Hisham Arafat.
President Sisi stressed the importance of the transport sector, noting that it directly affects the people’s daily life, Presidential spokesman Bassam Rady said in a statement. 
Moreover ,  the President directed officials to take the necessary measures to tighten the safety and security measures at railways, increase the use of modern technological safety systems as well as to continue developing the national road network across the country. 
During the meeting, the  minister of Transport  reviewed the latest developments with regard to upgrading the railway system.
 Arafat noted that the development process is carried out  through   investments amounting to L.E.56 billion. 

Sisi Orders Developing Civil Aviation Sector In Egypt

Sisi stressed Tuesday the importance of expediting efforts to develop the civil aviation sector in Egypt.
The president gave this remark during a meeting with Prime Minister Sherif Ismail and Civil Aviation Minister Sherif Fathi.
The aviation sector plays a major role in promoting  tourism field and supporting the Egyptian economy, presidential spokesman Bassam Rady quoted  President  Sisi as saying.
The president further called for developing airport security systems and rehabilitating cadres in line with global standards.
Minister   Fathi,  on  his part, said that an international conference is currently underway in Cairo to probe means of promoting cooperation among African countries in the field of civil aviation.
The  Minister of Aviation reviewed the results of EgyptAir  participation in Aviation safety  conference which was held recently in Britain and which dealt with achieving protective security of aviation ,developing means of combating terrorism and moving quickly to guarantee highest quality levels in the field of Aviation safety .

EgyptAir is operating 100 flights a week to 16 African countries and it seeks to increase its flights in the near future, he noted. 

Message  from  Sisi to Indian Prime Minister 

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry will fly Wednesday for New Delhi at the head of  a high level  Egyptian delegation to take part in the 7th session of the  Joint Higher  Egyptian-Indian committee.
The committee meetings will kick off Wednesday at the level of senior officials and on Friday at the ministerial level.
Minister  Shoukry will meet in New Delhi with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to whom he will convey  a message from President Abdel Fattah El Sisi on means of boosting bilateral relations.

The meeting will also   tackle  regional and international issues of common concern, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid.
Economic cooperation between the  two countries is given  top  priority as 452 Indian companies are working in Egypt at total investments estimated at more than three billion dollars, said the spokesman.
Also, trade exchange hit around two billion dollars in 2017, added the spokesman. 

President Sisi: History Will Remember Me  L Defended My Country In  Difficult Circumstances

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has expressed hope that   history will remember  him as a man who defended his country in difficult circumstances .The President said he  has never dreamt of being  a president one day.

President Sisi said Tuesday that Egyptians should not feel scared of speaking out freely, and that he is not responsible for the fact that he is not facing strong competition in the upcoming presidential elections.
"People should speak as they like. I have no problem at all with that, and no one should have a problem with freedom of speech," President Sisi told famous film director Sandra Nashaat in the one-hour pre-recorded TV interview, which was titled ‘A nation and a President 2018.’
"People are free to express their opinion in their words and in their actions, but they are not free to harm the country with violent acts," President Sisi said.
President Sisi urged Egyptians to think before they speak, saying that they could unintentionally create misconceptions about the situation in the country.
"If people keep repeating that the police take people, they will believe that there is an environment in Egypt where people cannot speak freely."

"The truth is that this does not exist, or at least there is no directive for this at all," he said.

The president said he should not be held responsible for the limited competition in the upcoming poll.
"It is not my fault. I swear to God I wished there would have been… 10 of the best candidates and for people to choose who they want. But we are not ready yet, there is no shame in this," he said in reference to the country's political landscape.
"We have more than 100 political parties, have they fielded many [candidates], or any?"  President Sisi asked.
Speaking about the army's perceived influence over the economy, the President said the military's economic activity makes up only around 2-3 percent of the country's gross domestic products, dismissing suggestions that the Armed Forces control as much as half of the economy.
President Sisi said the Armed Forces have a very limited presence in the food sector to regulate the market and offer goods at reduced prices. He said that the military's role in the construction industry serve state interests by carrying out projects at an accelerated pace.

 

President Sisi said the will of people is a "decisive" factor at any time, anywhere and in any state, highlighting the great popularity he gained following the June 30th revolution.
President Sisi said that his   move  on July 3, 2013 was motivated by the keenness of Egyptians to preserve their country. 
During the interview, President Sisi underlined that he never sought to be immortalized; however, he expressed hope for a biography telling his strenuous efforts for the sake of the people and the nation. A biography describing Sisi as being “human”. 


 President Sisi said he had never dreamed of being a president, rather wished to be a pilot officer.
He said this is why he joined an air force high school in 1970 in the aftermath of the Six-Day War in 1967, which inflicted fatal losses in the Egyptian air forces and plunged the country into a crisis considered to be one the most tragic throughout its history. 

 Also, president Sisi talked about his personal life, saying that he was born in a popular neighborhood and his mother had good relations with all residents. 
Asked about his own relationship with his mother, he hailed it as strong, saying that he had almost daily conversations with her.
Moreover, he noted that he grew up in a pious family, which instilled the good values into him and his siblings.
As for personalities that left their mark on him during his childhood, president Sisi referred to his elder uncle who passed away 40 years ago. 

 President Sisi said he undoubtedly sees the people's love and appreciation as a good matter, but above all, he seeks to satisfy Allah. 
The intersection between religion and politics always leads to a disagreement in society, he noted. 
Asked about whether there had a pre-arranged decision on next steps after July 3rd, president Sisi denied any conspiracy to seize power, stressing that his action on the June 30th revolution came in response to the Egyptian people's will.
If the previous regime had wise mentalities, they would have known that the best way out of that crisis was calling for early presidential elections, President Sisi said. 
Asked about the criteria for picking the state's officials, president Sisi said the main factors in selecting the officials are ethics, discipline, personal integrity, honesty, honor and sincerity.
The state is working on qualifying cadres for assuming high-profile posts, the President added. He said the state was endeavoring to handle the repercussions of incidents that took place over the past seven years, asserting that his words were not against the January 25th and June 30th revolutions. 

 President Sisi talked about  ongoing efforts to stabilize the state through eliminating the remnants of terrorism in Sinai, saying that the fight against terrorism was not limited to military and security solutions, rather it required achieving an overall development in the Sinai Peninsula. 
Also, he praised the role played by women in society.
President Sisi reassured the Egyptians that the situation in the near future will be better than nowadays. 
During the conversation, the interviewer showed the president a video displaying a raft of viewpoints from ordinary people that centered on the current social developments.
 The president revealed a 14-year plan on educational reform to be launched later this year.
Also, no licenses will be provided for establishing a new university in Egypt unless it has a partnership with one of the world’s top 50 universities, the president said.
The President urged local media outlets to host specialized guests to be able to professionally address the public opinion. 

             ALL PAPERS
AM/MA
MAIN STORY II
NEA CHIEF: PREPARATIONS COMPLETED FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Head of the National Election Authority NEA  Lasheen Ibrahim said all preparations have been made for holding the Presidential elections at home on March 26, 27 and 28 adding judges and  counselors have been distributed to courts in the governorates.
He said 17,000 judges will supervise elections assisted by 95,000 employees  inside the voting stations .He said the authority has     laid down a number of guarantees for holding  fair presidential elections which are followed up by a number of local and international  organizations .He called on Egyptians to intensively take part in elections adding hopes are pinned on youth, and university students in shaping Egypt's future.

SCMR Stresses No Violations Committed In Presidential Elections

The Supreme Council for Media Regulation (SCMR)  said  the election  follow-up committee and the council's media observatory did not register any violations in the presidential elections abroad or propaganda campaigns.
In a statement Monday, the SCMR said in spite of the huge turnout of Egyptian expatriates to choose the next Egyptian president, the terrorist Brotherhood channels continue to foment lies to mislead public opinion.
The high turnout was the best response to the outlawed group's calls for boycotting the elections, the statement said.
The council hailed women's remarkable participation in the elections.
Awqaf Minister :Voting In Presidential Election National Duty

Minister of Awqaf Mohamed Mokhtar Gomaa has underlined the importance of participation in the coming presidential election.
In statements Tuesday, he said casting ballots in the election is a national duty within the framework of  keenness on maintaining  the future of the country.
He said all religious groups  post much  danger to religion and all Arab and Islamic countries, adding this danger may result in the disintegration of those countries.
Gomaa called on preachers to avoid involvement in political activities inside mosques. 

Minister Of Youth Stresses Importance Of Positive Participation 

Eng Khaled Abdel Aziz ,the Minister of Youth and Sports has stressed the importance of citizens participation in  the coming Presidential elections. He said the government program submitted by Prime Minister Sherif Ismail to the parliament  lad emphasis on  deepening    popular participation.

Al Chief Posted On Preparations To Follow UP Egypt's Presidential Elections

Arab League Secretary General Ahmed Abul Gheit met Tuesday with Haifaa Abu Ghazala, the AL Assistant Secretary General and the head of AL mission to follow up the Egyptian Presidential elections, slated for March 26-28.
During the meeting, Abul Gheit was briefed on the latest preparations taken by the AL General Secretariat in coordination with the authorities concerned in Egypt to follow up the elections, AL spokesman Mahmoud Afifi said in a statement.
 Abul Gheit   gave  directives to the mission to maintain full coordination and cooperation with the Egyptian authorities in accordance with the relevant rules and regulations. 
He also called on the mission's members to be professional, neutral and responsible while representing the Arab League during the elections. 
Cabinet Denies Vacation To All Students During Elections

The  Cabinet's Information and Decision Support Center (IDSC) Tuesday denied reports about giving vacation to all schools during the presidential election days.
The rumor has been circulated since February despite the fact that the cabinet had denied it then, the center said.
Students, and not teachers, in some schools tthat will be turned into  polling stations will be given a vacation during election days on March 26-28 while the other schools will be operated normally.
The ministry  of Education urged all mass media to be accurate and objective in publishing any facts and to contact the bodies concerned to verify news before sharing it.


Administrative Prosecution To Follow Up Elections

Counselor Abdallah Qandil, the Head of the  Administrative prosecution club said a central operations room will be set up at the club for following up  Presidential elections  .

             ALL PAPERS
AM/MA
EGYPT
6TH MEETING ON UNIFYING LIBYAN MILITARY INSTITUTIONS KICKS OFF 
IN CAIRO

The 6th meeting on unifying Libyan military institutions kicked off on Tuesday in Cairo under Egypt's sponsorship. 
The opening session was attended by Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, Acting Director of the General Intelligence Service (GIS) Abbas Kamel, director of the Military Intelligence Mohamed Farag el Shahat and Assistant Minister of Defense for Foreign Relations Mohammed el Kashki
From the Libyan side, the two chiefs of staff of the Libyan military institution, Abdel-Razek al Nadhouri and Abdulrahman al Tawil, the heads of the Libyan army delegation Faraj al Sosah and Ali Abdul Jalil attended the meeting. 
The meeting discussed steps of unifying the Libyan military institutions within the framework of efforts of restoring the unity of the Libyan state institutions and achieving national reconciliation.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PARL. SPEAKER HEADS FOR GENEVA TO ATTEND "IPU" MEETINGS

Speaker of the House of Representatives Ali Abdel Aal left Cairo on Tuesday for Geneva on a several-day visit.
He will take part in meetings of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) that will be held there on March 23-26.
Abdel Aal will participate in the meetings in his capacity as the head of the Egyptian delegation and representative of the Arab Group.
AL-GOMHURIA & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EGYPT, ITALY COOPERATE FOR FIGHTING ILLEGAL MIGRATION

Egypt and Italy are cooperating for training cadres from African countries on fighting illegal migration, said Assistant Interior Minister Major General Ahmed el Amry on Tuesday.
Addressing a workshop of a training program on this score that was held in the Egyptian Police Academy, Amry added that organized crime, including illegal migration, has become increasingly dangerous in all world countries.
The situation requires boosting cooperation by all countries and creating new mechanisms for fighting it, he pointed out.
The program comes in line with a protocol that was signed between Egypt and Italy for training African cadres.
Attending were representatives from Tunisia, Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, Senegal, Niger, Morocco, Mali and other African countries along with Spain and France.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RUSSIA, EGYPT SHARE SIMILAR VIEWS ON REGIONAL ISSUES: AMBASSADOR

Egypt's Ambassador to Russia Ihab Nasr said that Egypt and Russia share similar views and are always keen on exchanging opinions and coordinating at all levels on regional issues.
In statements to MENA on Tuesday, Nasr added that Egypt is a major regional power and Russia is a key super power and it is necessary to hold constant consultations between them.
As for development in economic relations recently, he said that Egyptian-Russian relations are historically distinguished in various fields.
He referred to trade exchange which increased more than 50% only last year. Egyptian exports increased a great deal exceeding $500 million, he said, adding that agricultural exports to Russia are also developing as new crops are now included.
As for the resumption of flights between Cairo and Moscow, the ambassador said Aeroflot Company flights will resume between the two capitals on April 11, while EgyptAir will operate its first flight on April 12. Contacts to resume flights to Egypt's other airports will begin soon, he added.
MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EGYPT URGES UK, GERMANY TO COMPLETE INVESTIGATIONS INTO MARIAM MOSTAFA, SHADEN MOHAMED CASES

Egypt's New Permanent Delegate to the United Nations (UN) Office at Geneva Ambassador Alaa Youssef called on Britain to complete its investigations into the case of the killed Egyptian student, Mariam Mostafa. 
Youssef was delivering a speech before the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on Tuesday. 
He also urged the German government to conclude its investigations into Shaden Mohamed, the Egyptian student, who was killed in Germany in March 2017, holding the German government responsible for unsealing the truth and holding the perpetrators accountable. 
The ambassador slammed the escalation of racial discourse in Europe, which encourages racism and violence against the minorities and refugees, including Arabs, Muslims and people of African descent. 
During his speech, Youssef asked the UNHRC to take into account those cases and call on the western European countries to cooperate with the organization to take advantage of its programs in spreading tolerance and acceptance values.
British Police: Attack on Mariam Mostafa not Racially-Motivated, Suspects Identified
In another context, British police investigating the death of Mariam Mostafa attacked by a group of women in the city of Nottingham city said that the assault on the teenager was not racially motivated, despite initial claims to that effect, and that a number of suspects have now been identified.
Eighteen-year-old Mariam Moustafa was left in a coma after an attack on 20 February and died from her injuries on 14 March.
Chief Superintendent Rob Griffin of Nottinghamshire Police said in a press conference on Monday that the incident was reported as a racially motivated assault, but that investigations have revealed otherwise.
“We had recorded a hate incident. However, the investigation has progressed really well... we have been able to establish what happened on 20 February, and all the evidence indicates that this incident is not in any way hate-related,” he was quoted as saying by British newspaper The Guardian.
He added that investigators have identified a number of suspects.
“We now know that a group of six girls were involved in the incident and we believe that we have identified all six of those girls," he said.
AL-AHRAM MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PM RECEIVES KUWAITI, LEBANESE AMBASSADORS

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail on Tuesday said that Egypt seeks promoting cooperation and coordination with Kuwait.
At a meeting with Kuwaiti Ambassador in Cairo Mohamed Saleh, he added that cooperation with Kuwait does not stop only at the political domain but covers also the economic and trade fields.
For his part, the Kuwaiti ambassador conveyed his country's appreciation for the Egyptian government and leadership for the efforts exerted to achieve comprehensive development in Egypt.
Current economic and development achievements in Egypt confirm a promising economic future for the country, he added.
In another context, Ismail said that his government is keen on promoting relations with Lebanon.
At a meeting with newly-appointed Lebanese Ambassador in Cairo Ali Halaby, Ismail added that the Egyptian government is working to remove all obstacles for businessmen operating in Egypt.
For his part, Halaby said that Egypt is passing through an economic progress thanks to the strenuous efforts exerted by the Egyptian government in the domain of sustainable development.
He expressed hope for pushing up bilateral relations and economic cooperation in various domains.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EGYPT'S MUFTI TO TAKE PART IN CONFERENCE ON COMBATING EXTREMISM 
IN PAKISTAN

Egypt's Grand Mufti Shawqi Allam will pay a several days' visit to Pakistan on Tuesday upon an invitation from Pakistani President Mamnoon Hussain. The visit will include delivering a keynote address at a conference on combating extremism, to take place in Islamabad, Dural Iftaa said in a statement.
Allam will be received by the Pakistani President, the Prime Minister and a number of religious and executive leaderships during his visit to Pakistan Tuesday evening, the statement added.
The Mufti will also give the Friday noon prayer sermon at one of the largest mosques in Islamabad.
The Mufti's visit to Pakistan is very important as it comes at a critical time. The visit will include discussing means of promoting religious cooperation, fighting extremism and training Pakistani clerics on confronting twisted religious thought and ideologies and promoting tolerance and acceptance of others, according to the Mufti's adviser Dr Ibrahim Negm.

ALL PAPERS & MENA

DIPLOMACY COORDINATOR OF NETHERLANDS WELCOMES COOPERATION WITH AL-AZHAR

Public Diplomacy Coordinator for Netherlands in the MENA region Dr. Baukje Dijkstra has welcomed scientific cooperation with Al Azhar University in view of receiving a number of the university’s students to get Masters and PHD degrees from universities in Netherlands. 
Dijkstra made the remarks at the end of a two-day workshop held between a delegation from Al Azhar University and a number of Dutch scholars to encourage dialogue and aims at a rapprochement between the East and the West.
Dijkstra pointed out that she is willing to deliver a report to Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs to post them on the positive outcome of the workshop, with the view to providing more support and opening up greater prospects for cooperation with Al Azhar, according to a released statement by Al Azhar University.
Azhar Graduates Association Praises Strong Relations between Egypt, Malaysia
In another context, Head of the World Association for al Azhar Graduates' branch in Kuala Lumpur Mohamed Fakhr el Din praised on Tuesday strong relations between Egypt and Malaysia in all fields.
Addressing an honoring ceremony of Egypt's Newly-Appointed Ambassador to Malaysia Gamal Abdel Rahim, Fakhr el Din said that about 100,000 Malaysian students graduated from al Azhar University in Cairo and they are now assuming top posts in Malaysia.
The ceremony was attended by a host of Azhar officials, topped by former chairman of al Azhar University Ibrahim Hodhod.
MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

POPE TAWADROS II RECEIVES SAUDI MINISTER OF AFRICAN AFFAIRS

Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria and Patriarch of Saint Mark Diocese received on Tuesday Saudi Minister of State for African Affairs Ahmed al Qattan at the papal headquarters at the Abbasiya-based Cathedral.
The visit comes within the framework of friendly relations between Qattan and Pope Tawadros, spokesman for the Coptic Orthodox Church Pastor Poules Halim said.
In this regard, the spokesman noted that Qattan had served as Saudi Arabia’s ambassador in Cairo and its permanent representative to the Arab League since 2011 until he assumed his current post in February 2018.
Pope Tawadros Ii Meets Director Of French Archaeological Institute
In another context, Pope Tawadros II met Tuesday with the director of the French Institute for Oriental Archaeology at the Saint Mark's Coptic Orthodox Cathedral in Cairo. 
Spokesman for the Coptic Orthodox Church Bolis Halim said that the meeting aimed at exchanging opinions about a number of issues.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EGYPT PROVIDES MEDICAL AID TO DR CONGO'S RADIO, TV CORPORATION

Egyptian Ambassador in ‎Kinshasa Youssry Mohamed Khalil delivered on Tuesday a medical aid shipment to the Democratic Republic of Congo presented by the Egyptian Agency of Partnership for Development affiliated to the Egyptian Foreign Ministry.
The aid shipment was delivered to the Congolese radio and television national corporation (RTNC).
The ceremony, intensively covered by Congolese media and newspapers, was attended by RTNC general director Nicole Dimbambu Kitoko. 
The ambassador pointed to the momentum currently witnessed by the Egyptian-Congolese relations, especially after President of DR Congo Joseph Kabila’s visit to Egypt in April 2017.
Khalil also said the Egyptian government is keen to provide all forms of support for the Congolese people.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EGYPT, SERBIA DISCUSS FINALIZING MoU TO BOOST COOPERATION 
IN SPORTS FIELD

Egyptian ambassador to Serbia Amr el Goweli held talks with Serbian Youth Minister Vanja Udovičić on speeding up the signing of a memorandum of understanding between the Egyptian and Serbian sports ministries to boost bilateral cooperation.
In statements on Tuesday, the diplomat said they discussed means of exchanging visits between university students, holding friendly matches, setting up training camps and exchanging coaches between the two countries. 
For his part, the Serbian minister expressed his countries' keenness on boosting cooperation with Egypt. 
This year, Egypt and Serbia will mark the 110th anniversary of establishing diplomatic ties.
MENA

PRESIDENT SISI TO HONOR IDEAL MOTHERS ON WEDNESDAY

Minister of Social Solidarity Ghada Wali on Tuesday said that President Abdel Fattah El Sisi would grant ideal women medals of Honor on the occasion marking Mother's Day on Wednesday.
At a press conference, she pointed out that the president will honor the ideal mothers in a major ceremony in appreciation for their role in growing up their children to create good citizens who serve their homeland.
She added that applications for taking part in the ideal mother competition started in January.
Egypt celebrates Mother's Day on March 21 every year.
The Mother's Day is a celebration honoring the mother of the family, as well as motherhood, maternal bonds, and the influence of mothers in society. It is celebrated on various days in many parts of the world, most commonly in the months of March or May.
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OVER 429,000 CITIZENS TESTED AS PART OF INITIATIVE "EGYPT FREE OF HEPATITIS C BY 2020"

Deputy Head of the National Committee for Combating Hepatitis C Yehya el Shazly said that over 429,200 citizens have been tested so far within the framework of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi's initiative "Egypt free of hepatitis C by 2020".
In statements to MENA on Tuesday, he added that the campaign started on February 24 in various governorates upon directives issued by Minister of Health and Population Ahmed Emad El Din Rady.
The campaign aimed at treating persons infected with the virus free of charge through conducting "rapid test".
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ANTIQUITIES MINISTRY RECEIVES 36 ARTIFACTS

The Ministry of Antiquities received on Tuesday 36 artifacts from Ataba's express mail service.
The artifacts were seized by the mail service’s archaeological unit over the past few years, while an attempt to smuggle them abroad.
A specialized committee was formed to receive the artifacts to be put at the stores of Manial Palace and Museum.

ALL PAPERS & MENA

50 STATES PARTICIPATE IN QUARN COMPETITION: AWQAF MINISTER

Competitors from Egypt and other 50 countries will take part in the Holy Quran international competition that will be held on Saturday.
The remark as made by Minister of Awqaf (Religious Endowments) Mohamed Mokhtar Gomaa at a press conference on Tuesday.
He said that among the participant countries are Portugal, Saudi Arabia, Cameroon, South Africa and Jordan.
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PROSECUTOR GENERAL REFERS 'GENERAL NILE COMPANY FOR ROADS AND BRIDGES' OFFICIALS TO CRIMINAL COURT

Prosecutor General Nabil Sadek on Tuesday ordered referring Ashraf Atteya, the CEO and managing director of the public business sector's firm, "General Nile Company for Roads and Bridges" and another official to the criminal court.
They are charged with accepting money and gifts in bribes from a contractor worth LE250,000 to offer his company illegal services.
The decision was taken at the end of the investigations supervised by the Higher Sate Security Prosecution, in which the briber confessed to giving the company’s officials money and other gifts with a total cost of LE250,000.
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EGYPT'S NATIONAL TEAM ARRIVE IN ZURICH FOR FRIENDLIES WITH PORTUGAL, GREECE AHEAD WORLD CUP

Egypt's national football team arrived on Tuesday in Swiss's Zurich city in order to prepare for its participation in 2018 FIFA World Cup through two friendly matches with Portugal and Greece. 
The two friendly matches will be played on March 23 and 27, as the national team camps in Switzerland until March 28.
On 6 March, Argentinean coach Hector Cuper called up 17 foreign-based players for the Switzerland camp, before calling up 11 local-based players for the same camp, ahead of the World Cup in June.
Egypt have been placed in Group A of the competition along with hosts Russia, Uruguay and Saudi Arabia.
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MO SALAH TRANSFER TARGET FOR REAL MADRID, BARCA, PSG FOR WORLD-RECORD £200M MOVE

Liverpool are facing a world record £200-million fight to hold on to magic man Egyptian winger Mo Salah.
Real Madrid, Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain all want the Egyptian strike ace.
His stunning goalscoring season for the Anfield outfit - with 37 goals in 43 matches for club and country - has alerted Europe’s big guns.
And it means Kop boss Jurgen Klopp will have to reject a world record offer to keep hold of his star asset.
Salah’s suitors saw how two months ago Liverpool had to accept the inevitable once Barca met their £145m valuation for Philippe Coutinho.
Now the same could apply with Salah, 25.
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ECONOMY
CABINET'S IDSC DENIES REPORTS ON SHORTAGE IN BABY MILK
The Cabinet's Information and Decision Support Center (IDSC), on Tuesday, denied reports published by social media on a shortage in subsidized baby milk.
In a statement, the IDSC indicated that it contacted the Ministry of Health and made sure that enough quantities are available in stores.
Up to 1,092 outlets nationwide are providing the subsidized baby milk for the public at LE5 for each package for babies less than 6 months and LE26 for infants more than 6 months, added the statement. 
Gov't Denies Decrease In Commodities Ahead Of Ramadan
The Cabinet's IDSC has denied reports posted on several websites and social media pages on a decrease in the supply commodities and a hike in their prices at retail outlets ahead of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan.
In a report released on Tuesday, the IDSC said that it has contacted the Ministry of Supply and Internal Trade which totally denied such news. 
There is no decrease in commodities, on the contrary there are abundant quantities that are being delivered to outlets every day, the ministry said. 
IDSC Denies Gov't Plans To Withdraw Ration Cards From People With LE2,500 Income
The cabinet's IDSC denied, on Tuesday, rumors about the government's plan to withdraw ration cards from citizens whose income stands at LE2,500 or more.
The IDSC dismissed as "baseless" some reports circulated by some websites and social media pages in this regard.
It said that the government seeks fair distribution of subsidies among citizens.
In the same context, the Supply Ministry called on media to verify the authenticity of its news materials and sources. 
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INDUSTRY MIN. HEADS FOR RWANDA WEDNESDAY 
TO PARTAKE IN AU SUMMIT  
Trade and Industry Minister Tareq Qabil is to head for Rwanda on Wednesday to represent President Abdel Fattah El Sisi at the African Union (AU) Extraordinary Summit hosted by the Rwandan capital, Kigali, to launch the African Continental Free Trade Area. 
A statement issued by the Trade and Industry Ministry on Tuesday said that inking the agreement of the African Continental Free Trade Area represents a major step towards establishing the African common market and a new move that brings countries of the continent closer to attaining the goal of African economic integration to achieve the common interests of all African peoples. 
The agreement is consistent with the Egyptian policies towards Africa, and helps secure strong Egyptian existence in Africa at the political and economic levels, added the statement. 
It is also an important step towards achieving "AGENDA 2063 of the African Union" which is a strategic framework for the socio-economic transformation of the continent over the next 50 years and which builds on, and seeks to accelerate the implementation of past and existing continental initiatives for growth and sustainable development, noted the statement. 
The agreement addresses all the trade issues in the continent within the framework of the AU with the aim of increasing inter-African trade by 52 percent by 2022. 
Rwandan President Paul Kagame, New Chairperson of the African Union, and African Union Commission (AUC) Chairperson Moussa Faki head the summit attended by fifty-five African countries, representatives of the private sectors and civil societies and members of African parliaments. 

Egypt, Belgium Discuss Beefing Up Economic Coop. 
On the other hand, Qabil discussed with State Secretary of the Brussels-Capital Region responsible for Foreign Trade Cécile Jodogne means of boosting economic cooperation between Egypt and Belgium.
The Trade Ministry, in a statement, said that the meeting comes within the framework of a series of meetings held by the Industry Minister in Brussels on the sidelines of his participation in the 10th Union for the Mediterranean Trade Ministerial Conference.
Qabil said that his meeting with Jodogne focused on the need to exchange visits between the two countries' trade missions, the statement said. 
The UfM Trade Ministerial Meeting gathers the 43 Trade Ministers of the Union for the Mediterranean Member States. 
It aims at developing initiatives to facilitate and increase trade and investment flows, in order to enhance and strengthen the mutually-beneficial economic integration process in the Mediterranean region. 
Egypt, EU Discuss Economic Coop. 
 Qabil has underlined the importance of translating strategic relations between Egypt and the European Union (EU) into balanced trade relations, a released statement by the ministry indicated on Tuesday.
The minister's remark was made at a meeting with European Commissioner for Trade Cecilia Malmstrom, added the statement.
The meeting took up the future of economic cooperation between the two sides and means of enhancing trade exchange and joint investments.
The talks were held on the sidelines of the 10th meeting of the trade ministers of member states of the Union for Mediterranean held in Brussels. 
Qabil said that Egypt is exerting efforts to be a regional hub for exporting gas in cooperation with Cyprus and Greece, added the statement.
Egyptian exports to European countries increased by 24 percent in 2017 to hit 7.5 billion euros in value, compared to 6.3 billion euros in 2016, he said, adding that Egyptian imports from the European countries decreased in the same period to reach 18.2 billion euros in 2017 compared to 18.8 billion euros in 2016. 
For her part, the European commissioner asserted keenness on promoting economic cooperation with Egypt.
The EU is following up the positive developments in Egypt especially those related to economic reforms and efforts for ensuring security and stability, she added.  

Egypt, Romania Discuss Means to Boost Trade, Economic Coop. 
Qabil discussed with Romanian Minister of Business Environment, Trade and Entrepreneurship Stefan-Radu Oprea means to boost cooperation between Egypt and Romania at the various domains especially in the trade, economic and tourism fields.
This came on the sidelines of Qabil's visit to Brussels to attend the 10th Union for the Mediterranean Trade Ministerial Conference.
According to a statement released by the Ministry of Trade and Industry on Tuesday, the meeting tackled means to increase Romanian investments in the Egyptian market, and asserted Egypt's keenness to benefit from the Romanian experiment in the field of agriculture.
Qabil said that Romania is a strategic wheat exporter to Egypt, adding that Egypt imports over one million tons of wheat from Romania annually.
He asserted that it is important to benefit from the outcomes of the meetings of the 2nd round of the joint economic committee that were held last July in Bucharest.
The committee meetings in Bucharest had several positive results to develop and boost economic, trade and investment ties between Egypt and Romania, he said, adding that five memorandums of understanding were inked then in the fields of small and medium-sized enterprises, investment projects, agriculture and water resources and irrigation.
Qabil stressed the importance of trade ties between Egypt and Romania, noting that the volume of trade exchange reached $617 million from January until November 2017.
He asserted the keenness of the Egyptian government to increase the Romanian investments in the Egyptian market to achieve the maximum benefit of the new investment law for the foreign investors.
The Romanian investments in Egypt hit 18.3 million dollars in 60 investment projects in the service, industrial, information technology and communication sectors, the minister said.
He stressed the importance of operating direct flights between Egypt and Romania in 2018 to contribute to developing cooperation especially the field of tourism.
Meanwhile, Oprea asserted that Romania is keen on furthering future ties with Egypt in the political, economic, cultural and tourism domains.
He stressed the importance of activating the system of exchanging economic and promotional delegations between both states in the various domains. 
A Romanian trade mission will visit Egypt in April and May to stand on the competitive advantages of the Egyptian products, Oprea said. 
Egypt Most Important Trade Partner for Slovenia: Amb. 
Slovenian Ambassador in Cairo Tatjana Miškova on Tuesday asserted that Egypt is the most important trade partner for her country in the region, MENA reported. 
In press statements, she said that there are many investment opportunities in Egypt that could be used.
She expressed hope that the joint committee meetings would be held during this year to discuss means of enhancing joint cooperation. 
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AGRICULTURE MINISTER, UAE MIN. PROBE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COOP.
Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation Dr Abdel Moneim el Banna and UAE Minister of Climate Change and Environment Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoud on Tuesday discussed means of enhancing cooperation to reach agricultural development especially in managing irrigation water usage and agricultural exports between the two countries.  
During a bilateral meeting held on the sidelines of the 6th International Date Palm Conference, currently in session in Abu Dhabi under the auspices of President Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed al Nuhayyan, Banna said that the ministry has succeeded in obtaining new types of strategic crops that save water, fight diseases and adapt to various climate changes with the aim of making best use of water and land.
The two sides tackled increasing trade in agricultural produce and the Egyptian minister reviewed the quarantine and laboratory measures taken recently to protect Egypt's export reputation and open new markets abroad.
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LE1BN DEVELOPMENT, SERVICE PROJECTS UNDERWAY IN S. SINAI
Housing Minister Mustafa Madbouly said that LE1 billion development and service projects are being carried out in South Sinai.
In a statement on Tuesday, Madboly said that the ventures include road and housing projects as well as comprehensive development projects for Bedouin communities.
Electricity, sanitation and drinking water projects are also being carried out within this context. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COURT BARS "UBER", "CAREEM" FROM OPERATING 
IN EGYPT  
The Administrative Court at the State Council banned, on Tuesday, taxi-hailing services "Uber" and "Careem" from operating in Egypt. 
The lawsuit against the two companies was filed in February 2017 by a group of traditional taxi drivers, who charged the services with violating the traffic law by using privately-owned vehicles for commercial purposes.
 The lawsuit was filed against the two operators as well as the government.

The Dubai-based Careem said, hours earlier, in a brief statement on Facebook that it has not been officially notified about the ban, and that its operations in the country are continuing as normal.
Late last year, the Egyptian cabinet approved a transportation bill allowing and regulating the operations of the two ride-hailing companies. The law in question has been passed on to Egypt's State Council for a final legal review.
Uber announced, last October, that it would make investments of $20 million over the next five years on its support centre in Cairo.
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"AMAN" CERTIFICATES EXAMPLE OF GOOD COOP. AMONG STATE INSTITUTIONS
Board Chairman of the Agricultural Bank of Egypt El Sayyed el Qasir said that "Aman" social insurance certificates represent a good example of cooperation and coordination among the different state institutions.
The creation of the "Aman" certificate is the result of cooperation among the Egyptian government, the Central Bank of Egypt, the National Bank of Egypt, Banque Misr, Banque du Caire and the Agricultural Bank of Egypt along with the Administrative Control Authority, he said.
"Aman" certificates reflect a modern mechanism for achieving social protection for the country's temporary and casual workers, whose numbers hit nearly 15 million and who work in various domains, said Qasir.
The certificates add a new effective element to the integrated financial management system (IFMS), as it helps merging different segments of the society in the formal system to benefit from banking and financial services, Qasir said.
There is a high turnout for buying "Aman" certificate, as it has several unprecedented advantages, he said, adding that the certificate is available to all Egyptians from the age of 18 to the age of 59. 
It can be purchased by any worker upon presenting his national ID card without needing to pay any fees or open a bank account.
"Aman" insurance system covers natural and accidental death and pays one-time benefits of LE10,000-250,000 or monthly pensions of LE200-1,000 over five years or LE120-600 over 10 years. 
Qasir said that the 1,210 branches of the Agricultural Bank of Egypt spreading all over Egypt sell and promote the certificates.
The bank sold 4,370 certificates within two weeks at a total amount of LE79.185 million, he said. 
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS
OVER 65% OF EASTERN GHOUTA TERRITORY LIBERATED - RUSSIAN DEFENSE MINISTRY


More than 65% of Syria's Eastern Ghouta’s territory has been liberated, the Russian news agency Tass reported, quoting the Russian Defense Ministry as saying.
The Russian Defense Ministry continues to push ahead with its vigorous efforts to stabilize the situation in Syria, Russian Defense Minister, General of the Army Sergei Shoigu, said during a conference call on Tuesday.
"A unique and unprecedented humanitarian operation overseen by the Russian Center for Reconciliation of the Warring Parties is underway in Eastern Ghouta. In all, 79,655 people have been evacuated from there over the past five days via the humanitarian corridors."

70% Of Syria's Eastern Ghouta's Refugees Women, Children


The United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) spokesperson in Geneva Marixie Mercado said that 70 percent of the people, who have been evacuated from East Ghouta since March 13, are women and children, according to a press statement on Tuesday. 
Reports indicate that tens of thousands still wait at exit points to be transported to collective shelters, noted the statement. 
The organization needs to provide blankets, clothing and baby kits to families who came with almost nothing or nothing. And as quickly as possible, it needs to help children get back into classrooms and catch-up with their learning.

UNICEF had initially planned a response to cover the needs of 50,000 people. The organization is now preparing to respond to the needs of around 200,000 people from East Ghouta – both evacuees and inside East Ghouta. To respond to these critical needs, it will need an additional USD 20 million, read the statement.
UNICEF supplies delivered through the Syrian Arab Red Crescent also reached the newly accessible East Ghouta towns of Kaft Batna, Saqba and Hamourieh. 
Regarding Afrin, the UNICEF is responding to the immediate needs of about 20,000 families who have been displaced to villages surrounding Afrin, but there are still an estimated 100,000 people, half of whom are children, in Afrin district – and they too need urgent humanitarian assistance. 
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TRUMP CONGRATULATES PUTIN ON WINNING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

US President Donald Trump has congratulated his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, on his win in the presidential election in a telephone call on Tuesday, the Kremlin press service was quoted as saying by TASS news agency on Tuesday.
Apart from that, according to the Kremlin press service, the two leaders discussed further contacts between the two countries and topical international issues.
Russia held election of its president on March 18. According to the latest update of the Russian Central Election Commission, incumbent President Vladimir Putin is scoring 76.6% of the vote.
The Kremlin noted that "in general, the conversation was constructive and businesslike and focused on overcoming the problems that have accumulated in Russian-US relations."
"The sides agreed to develop further bilateral contacts, including in the context of reshuffles in the US State Department. Special attention was focused on the issue of a possible top-level meeting," the Kremlin said. 
MENA
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TURKISH ARMY CLOSES ENTRY, EXIT POINTS OF SYRIA'S AFRIN


The Turkish army decided to close all entries to and exits from the Syrian town of Afrin, Sky News channel reported Tuesday.
In a statement, the Turkish army said that it took unprecedented security measures since it gripped its control of the town three days ago.
Earlier, UN appealed for help to ease the catastrophic situation for tens of thousands of people impacted by fighting in Eastern Ghouta, outside Damascus, and the northern town of Afrin.
"We appeal to all parties to facilitate access to all people in need; and to protect civilians, medical workers, service providers and humanitarian workers," UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator in Syria, Ali Al-Za'tari said. 
It said that nearly 100,000 people have been displaced by hostilities in Afrin District. 
Al-Gomhuria p.17
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARAB SUMMIT ON APRIL 15, ABUL GHENT SAYS

Arab League Secretary General Ahmed Abul Gheit announced Tuesday that the 29th Arab summit will take place in Riyadh on April 15.
The General Secretariat has received an official notification from Saudi Arabia to this effect, Abul Gheit told diplomatic reporters at the Arab League headquarters. 
The summit will be preceded by a number of preparatory meetings as usual starting April 9, he said, adding that the member states have been informed of the date of the summit.
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23 RUSSIAN DIPLOMATS LEAVE BRITAIN AFTER BEING EXPELLED
Russian diplomats being expelled from Great Britain have set off to the airport to return to Russia, TASS news agency reported Tuesday. 
Minivans carrying the diplomats and their family members left the Russian embassy’s premises to the sound of the Proshchaniye Slavyanki patriotic march, the agency said. The diplomats will leave the United Kingdom on a special flight sent from Russia, it added.
Around 80 people are going to return to Russia, including many children.
The expulsion of diplomats is a result of a diplomatic storm between Moscow and London, which followed the poisoning of former Russian military intelligence (GRU) Colonel Sergei Skripal, who had been convicted of high treason in Russia, and his daughter Yulia. 
The two of them suffered the effects of a nerve agent in the British city of Salisbury on March 4. They are currently in the hospital in critical condition.
London accused Moscow of being involved in the attack. British Prime Minister Theresa May accused Russia of an "unlawful use of force" against the United Kingdom and announced the expulsion of 23 Russian diplomats and the suspension of high-level contacts.
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ABBAS ACCUSES HAMAS OF BEING BEHIND HAMDALLAH 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas accused Hamas of carrying out the roadside bombing that struck PA Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah and PA General Intelligence Services Majid Faraj’s motorcade in the northern Gaza Strip last week.


“We are fully aware that Hamas is the one who stands behind that incident and carried it out,” Abbas said.
On Tuesday morning, a roadside bomb exploded adjacent to Hamdallah and Faraj’s motorcade in Beit Hanoun in northern Gaza, injuring seven members of their staffs and damaging several cars.
On the same day, Abbas’s office said Hamas bears responsibility for the bombing, but stopped short of formally accusing Hamas of carrying it out.
Meanwhile, some Hamas officials suggested on Tuesday that Israel carried out the bombing, while other Hamas leaders insinuated the PA did.
Responding to Abbas’s accusation against it, Hamas said on its official Twitter account that it condemns the PA president’s “irresponsible statements,” asserting that they constitute “a violation of reconciliation agreements.”
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FRIEDMAN SUGGESTS ABBAS ANTISEMITE
 FOR CALLING HIM 'SON OF A DOG'

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas called US Ambassador to Israel David Friedman “a son of a dog” on Monday, with Friedman responding with a question: “Antisemitism or political discourse? Not for me to judge, I will leave that up to you.”

The US administration “has said that settlement building is legitimate,” Abbas said. 

“That’s what several American officials have said including, first and foremost, their ambassador in Tel Aviv, David Friedman. He said [settlers] are building on their land. Son of a dog, they are building in their land? He is a settler and his family members are settlers.”
Abbas was responding to a tweet earlier in the day by Friedman, who wrote of the recent terrorist attacks: “Tragedy in Israel.

Abbas also said that if Hamdallah and Faraj had died in the bombing, a bloody inter-Palestinian conflict would have broken out.
“If the assassination operation, God forbid, succeeded, that would have led to catastrophic consequences for the Palestinian people and opened the door to a bloody civil war,” Abbas said, adding: “Our response could have been different but we are responsible, national and people who know what we can do... We could have executed 20 people in a public square, but we are responsible.”
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SARKOZY INVESTIGATED OVER RECEIVING FUNDS FROM GADDAFI 

FOR ELECTION

Nicolas Sarkozy has been taken into police custody over claims he received millions of euros in illegal election financing from the regime of the late Libyan dictator Muammar

 HYPERLINK "https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/muammar-gaddafi"  Gaddafi, according to French judicial sources.
The former French President was questioned by officers at Nanterre police station, west of Paris, on Tuesday as part of a five-year investigation into the allegations.
The probe centres on funding for Mr Sarkozy’s victorious 2007 presidential election campaign.
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TRUMP MEETS WITH SAUDI CROWN PRINCE, AND TALKS ABOUT MONEY

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman kicked off his U.S. visit with talks and lunch at the White House, where President Trump displayed posters showing recent Saudi weapons purchases from the United States, saying that “we make the best equipment in the world.”

The $12.5 billion the Saudis were paying for planes, tanks, ships and munitions shown in the posters was “peanuts” for the oil-rich kingdom, Trump joked before cameras in the Oval Office. “You should have increased it,” he told Mohammed.

The poster’s list of finalized sales fell far short of the $110 billion figure that Trump cited during his visit to Riyadh last May, and some were initiated and approved during the Obama administration. Additional deals might still come to fruition.

Earlier, the prince went to the Capitol to meet with top congressional leaders, many of whom raised concerns over the Saudi-led coalition’s role in the war and massive humanitarian crisis in Yemen and the U.S. support role in the conflict.

“We talked about the importance of our relationship, no doubt,” Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.), chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said in a floor statement after his own session with Mohammed. “But we strongly, strongly pushed back on what is happening right now in Yemen and asked them to take strong corrective actions.”
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EDITORIALS & COLUMNS

Commercial warfare and economic globalization

“When a country (USA) is losing many billions of dollars on trade with virtually every country it does business with, trade wars are good, and easy to win” … with this tweet U.S. President Donald Trump responded to the critics of his decision imposing customs duties over his country’s imports of steel and aluminum by 25% and 10% respectively, writes Abdel-Fattah al-Gebaly in an article in al-Ahram on Wednesday.

Trump’s decision irked the United States’ trade partners. Canada, Mexico, China, Brazil and the European Union responded to the decision by asserting that they would take similar measures and said would lodge a complaint with the World Trade Organization (WTO).

The reverberations over Trump’s decision augur ill for the key players in the global trade system as signs of a commercial warfare are looming in the horizon.

The United States is the world’s second largest global exporter after China, while the EU’s share declined, brining a change in the map of the global trade and prompting Trump to say that the current U.S. trade policies have devastated the steel and aluminum industries.

The U.S. trade balance deficit kept growing year after another, rising from $783.5 billion in 2011 to $812.7 billion in 2015 but later went down to $796.7 billion in 2016, while China’s trade surplus grow from $155 billion to $594 billion and $511 billion during the same period, taking into consideration that the U.S. trade deficit with China has hit a record $375.2 billion last year, while it hit $71 billion with Mexico.

The United States imports steel from more than 100 countries. Its aluminum production covers only one-quarter of its needs. This industry, however, suffers a production decline from 112 million tons in 2000 to 86.5 million tons in 2016. Accordingly, jobs diminished from 135,000 to 83,000 in the same period.

Some think that the harms, which befell the U.S. labor, resulted from trade with China during the previous years.

Now the world is on the edge of a new stage based on criteria that are totally different than the current ones. In the absence of the United States, China will be the only party to set the standards of global trade, which means there will be Chinese domination at the expense of Washington.
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IT IS IMPORTANT TO DEFEAT ERDOGAN

By: Munir Amer

Writer Munir Amer in an article titled, "It is Important to Defeat Erdogan" published by "Al-Ahram" daily morning newspaper on Wednesday, March 21, pays tribute to the clear-cut accomplishments of President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi that spurs him to gladly head to the balloting booth to vote for President Sisi.
I am fully convinced that I should vote for President Abdel Fattah al Sisi for a second term of office because of his enormous accomplishments so far achieved.

There is no room for preference between presidential hopeful President Sisi and his rival nominee Moustafa Moussa.

President Sisi’s accomplishments are apparent and clear to everybody.

We are thankful for Moustafa Moussa’s mere acceptance to be nominated as a presidential hopeful.

Despite the hardships emanating from floating the Egyptian pound, yet we have ample hopes that the speedy and ever-lasting development in the entirety of Egypt will provide a promising future for all Egyptians.

All over the past forty years before the inauguration of Abdel Fattah Al Sisi as Egypt’s president, Egypt has not adopted a political map for development, planning, education, and adjusting the Public Sector’s irregularities.

Catastrophic Era of Deposed Mubarak
During the chaotic era of deposed Hosni Mubarak, Prime Minister Atef Ebeid has convinced him to sell all of the gigantic companies to the private sector.

This aggravated the already bad living conditions of millions of Egyptians after the high rates of unemployment and high cost of living.

Accordingly, millions of the Egyptian youth flocked to streets on January 25th, 2011, to protest against their deteriorating living conditions.

Regrettably, Egypt was exposed to looting operation by the Muslim Brotherhood organization that managed to falsify our faith.

A leading official of the Muslim Brotherhood group, Mohamed El Beltaguy, threatened the Egyptians that terrorists from all over the world will entrench in the Sinai Peninsula to restore the Muslim Brotherhood group’s ruling of Egypt.

Thanks to the strict decision-making of the armed forces, we managed to get rid of the MB’s falsified Islam.

It is Important to Defeat Erdogan

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan wants more backwardness for Egypt.

Erdoğan dreamed to revive the defunct Ottoman Empire applying a policy of encouraging extremists and terrorists.

That’s why it is important to defeat Erdogan.

Supporting the terrorist Daesh group was one of Erdogan’s styles to encourage extremism and terrorism.

Daesh beheaded its victims applying the same horrible mechanisms of the defunct Ottoman Empire.

Beheading the heads of the innocent was an Ottoman ordinary exercise.

Thanks to the Egyptian armed forces’ good understanding of history and geography, they managed to get rid of the Muslim Brotherhood’s political Islam.

It is noteworthy that the Egyptian authorities have already detained 29 suspects for 15 days, pending investigations into allegations that they engaged in espionage with Turkey.

The Egyptian intelligence accused Turkish intelligence of involvement in a plot, together with members of the international Muslim Brotherhood, to take over power in Egypt through destabilizing state institutions.
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The three Cairo morning dailies give prominence to the interview of president Abdel Fattah  El Sisi with renowned Egyptian director Sandra Nashaat on Tuesday, where the president said the will of people is a "decisive" factor at any time, anywhere and in any state, highlighting the great popularity he gained following the June 30th revolution.





Asked about the criteria for picking the state's officials, president Sisi said the main factors in selecting the officials are ethics, discipline, personal integrity, honesty, honor and sincerity. He added that the state is working on qualifying cadres for assuming high-profile posts. 





Asked about the current phase, president Sisi talked about the ongoing efforts to stabilize the state through eliminating the remnants of terrorism in Sinai, saying that the fight against terrorism was not limited to military and security solutions, rather it required achieving an overall development in the Sinai Peninsula.





Asked about the volume of the military establishment’s economy, President Sisi said it is between two and three percent of Egypt’s Gross Domestic Product, noting that the GDP is estimated at EGP 4.3 trillion.





Meanwhile, Sisi on Tuesday underlined Egypt's keenness on promoting relations with Greece and praised the current development in bilateral ties in the meantime at many levels. This came during a meeting with Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias. 





On another plane, President Sisi issued directives to officials to continue efforts aimed at upgrading transportation system and enhancing its capabilities. He also directed officials to take the necessary measures to tighten the safety and security measures at railways, increase the use of modern technological systems as well as to continue developing the national road network across the country.





The president also met with Civil Aviation Minister Sherif Fathi, where he stressed the importance of stepping up efforts to develop the civil aviation sector in Egypt.





Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry will head on Wednesday for New Delhi leading an Egyptian delegation to the 7th session of the Egyptian-Indian higher committee. He will meet in New Delhi with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and hand over to him a message from President Abdel Fattah El Sisi on means of boosting bilateral relations.





Liverpool are facing a world record £200million fight to hold on to magic man Mo Salah.Real Madrid, Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain all want the Egyptian strike ace.





The 6th meeting on unifying Libyan military institutions kicked off Tuesday under Egypt's sponsorship, where Libyan army commanders agreed to maintain the unity of Libya as a civil state, saying the military should avoid any polarization that would affect the army role. 





Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas  attacked U.S. Ambassador to Israel David Friedman on Monday, calling him a "son of a dog" for saying Jewish settlements in the West Bank are a part of Israel. The White House responded with scorn,  calling the comments “insulting.”





Twenty three expelled Russian diplomats and their families left London for Moscow on Tuesday as Britain and Russia traded recriminations over a nerve agent attack in England that has plunged relations into their worst crisis since the Cold War.

















EDITORIALS:








Al Ahram editorial hails the keenness of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to  meet representatives of the Egyptian family  in their celebrations, a matter which asserts that the  president’s  confidence in the coherence of the Egyptian citizens is the only way to confront the challenges currently facing the nation.





Al Gomhuria editorially praises  the keenness of the Egyptians abroad to cast ballots in the  Egyptian presidential elections, saying that Egyptians in Egypt are ready to  participate in this important event within few days. 
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