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· EGYPTIAN-SUDANESE SUMMIT OF TRANSPARENCY AND AMBITION

· SISI: WE ARE COMMITTED TO  IMPLEMENTING RENAISSANCE DAM DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES

· BASHIR: THERE IS STRONG POLITICAL WILL TO PUSH  FORWARD RELATIONS AND OVERCOME ANY OBSTACLES

· SISI, ABU MAZEN DISCUSS LATEST PALESTINIAN DEVELOPMENTS

· ARMED FORCES: 36 TAKFIRISTS KILLED, 345 ARRESTED  IN LAST 5 DAYS OF OPERATION SINAI 2018

· EGYPT PARTICIPATES IN GULF SHIELD 1  DRILLS IN ARABIA

· EGYPT, BAHRAIN  DISCUSS MILITARY COOPERATION

· NEA: VOTE COUNTING  IN PRESIDENTIAL  POLLS  ABROAD STARTS

· EGYPTAIR TO BE OFFICIAL CARRIER OF NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAM IN 2018 FIFA WORLD CUP

· EGYPT CONDEMNS TURKISH OCCUPATION OF SYRIA’S AFRIN

· BIN SALMAN VOWS TO ERADICATE MB IDEOLOGY

· AFTER LANDSLIDE VICTORY, RUSSIA’S PUTIN TELLS WEST: I DON’T WANT ARMS RACE
R O U N D - U P
Concluding a successful summit hosted by Cairo Monday, President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir said Egypt and the Sudan are one  family, and one people who are linked by time honored  bonds  .They said the Strength of Egypt and the Sudan are inseparable.

-------------------------------------------------------

President Sisi said Egypt is keen to maintain intensive coordination with the Sudan to expand cooperation and give a new push to eternal  sisterly relations with the Sudan.

-------------------------------------------------------

Bashir's visit to Cairo comes at a critical time as the two leaders are keen on enhancing bilateral relations in all fields in a way that could achieve the best interests of the two peoples.

-------------------------------------------------------

Sudanese President Omar al Bashir said Monday that Egypt and Sudan are on the verge of a historic stage due to crises witnessed by the region, stressing that there is a strong political will to cooperate in order to solve any problems between the two countries.

Addressing a joint press conference with President Sisi  following the Egyptian-Sudanese talks held Monday at the Presidential Palace in  Heliopolis Palace, President Bashir  said  that talks with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi took up various issues of mutual interest.

-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi renewed Egypt's keenness on intensifying coordination and consultation with Sudan and working on pushing forward ties between both countries as well as making a quantum leap that fulfills the aspirations of the two peoples.

President Sisi held talks with his Sudanese counterpart Omar al Bashir,  hailing historical relations binding the two nations, besides joint cultural and social aspects spanning for thousands of years, said presidential Spokesman Bassam Rady in press statements on Monday. 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Sudanese President Omar el Bashir attended on Monday the "Egyptian Family Celebration" at the covered hall of Cairo Stadium.

The ceremony saw massive presence of all Egyptian segments who welcomed Sisi and Bashir.

-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi called Monday on Egyptians to participate in the presidential elections next week, asking them to "make Egypt's voice heard."

In a speech during festivities held on Egyptian Family Day, Sisi described the participation of citizens would show the world "how nations are built."

-------------------------------------------------------

Sudanese President Omar el Bashir expressed pleasure over the warm welcome by  President  Abdel Fattah El Sisi and the Egyptian people, saying that he and Sisi discussed all issues that would contribute to improving relations between both countries and their brotherly peoples.

-------------------------------------------------------

The visit of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir to Egypt was hailed by Free Egyptians Party describing it as having special importance.

"The visit is a success and gives a strong boost to the bilateral relations between the two countries," the party's African affairs committee chairman Hatem Bashat.

-------------------------------------------------------

Mostafa Al Gendy, an Egyptian candidate to chair the African Parliament, said Monday the Egyptian-Sudanese talks establish a new stage of mutual cooperation between both countries. 

He stressed that the statements of Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his Sudanese counterpart Omar Al Bashir reflected that the two peoples have historical and strategic relations, which could not be damaged by any other party.

-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Monday had   a telephone conversation with Palestinian President  Mahmoud Abbas.

Both presidents discussed the latest developments pertaining to the Palestinian cause, according to presidential spokesman Bassam Radi.

-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi has congratulated  Russian President Vladimir Putin on his re-election on Sunday, wishing him success in office, and the friendly Russian people further progress and prosperity.

"The  president hailed the strategic relations between Egypt and Russia and the two countries' keenness to strengthen ties that serve the interests of the two friendly nations," according to a statement issued by the presidential spokesman.

-------------------------------------------------------

Armed Forces spokesman Tamer El-Refaie has said in a statement that 36 Takfiris were killed and 345 were arrested by army and police forces during the last five days of the counterterrorism Operation Sinai 2018, which started on 9 February in Sinai and other parts of the country.
-------------------------------------------------------

Elements of the Egyptian Armed Forces left for Saudi Arabia to take  part  in (Gulf Shield 1) joint drills with the participation of ground, naval and air forces from the GCC member states and a number of sisterly countries.
-------------------------------------------------------

In a wide-ranging interview with CBS’ 60 Minutes aired on Sunday night, Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed Bin Salman  Prince Mohammed, 32, offered a new vision for Saudi Arabia that turns the page on the harsh interpretation of Islam practice in the Kingdom since 1979. He called citizens of his generation “victims” that “suffered from this a great deal”.
-------------------------------------------------------

Mauritian President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz hailed Monday the role of Al Azhar institution in spreading moderate Islam in the face of extremist thoughts. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry met on Monday with a delegation of the Jewish United Fund (JUF), which is based in the US.
The meeting took up Egyptian-US ties, with Shoukry stressing Cairo's keenness on boosting cooperation and coordination with the US administration regarding issues of mutual concern, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt, Kenya and Sierra Leone have been elected from the African group as vice presidents of the Third Review Conference on the Program of Action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects.
The decision was taken by the Preparatory Committee of the Conference, said Egypt's Permanent Representative to the UN Mohamed Idris on Monday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt condemned on Monday Turkey's occupation of the Syrian city of Afrin and human rights violations committed by the Turkish army in the city.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptian Ambassador in Ramallah Essam Ashour asserted on Monday Egypt's support for the Palestinian people in line with international law, UN Security Council resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.
This came during a meeting held on Monday between Ashour and Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad Malki during which the Egyptian diplomat urged the US administration to adopt a well-balanced approach to the peace process in the Middle East.
-------------------------------------------------------

Al Azhar Grand Imam Ahmed el-Tayyeb witnessed on Monday the signing of two protocols of cooperation between Al-Azhar and Mauritania.
-------------------------------------------------------

In a related context, Tayyeb discussed with Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz ways and means of boosting cooperation, according to the Grand Imam.
-------------------------------------------------------

Armed Forces Chief of Staff Lt. General Mohamed Farid held a meeting on Monday with director of Bahraini military intelligence Khalifa bin Abdullah Al Khalifa and his accompanying delegation, which are currently visiting Egypt.
-------------------------------------------------------

Assistant Foreign Minister for African Affairs Hamdy Sanad Loza met on Monday with Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Minister Manabu Horii.

-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Immigration and Expatriates' Affairs Nabila Makram praised the efforts exerted by the Egyptian diplomats and members of the diplomatic corps as well as Egyptian communities' unions in the presidential polls that were held abroad over the past three days.

-------------------------------------------------------

The government referred on Monday a draft law on general planning of the state to the House of Representatives, according to a statement released by the cabinet's media office. 
-------------------------------------------------------

In another context, Prime Minister Sherif Ismail stressed on Monday that the state is keen to upgrade work inside the Egyptian Radio and TV Union (ERTU), terming it as a "significant edifice".
-------------------------------------------------------

The Ministry of Antiquities started restoring a tomb of an ancient Egyptian statesman in King Senusret I era in Lesht region in Giza.
-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said on Monday that marking the 29th anniversary of raising the Egyptian flag over Taba is a bright and unforgettable phase of Egypt's history. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Prosecutor General Nabil Ahmed Sadeq ordered referring Menoufia Governor Hisham Abdel Baset and two others to Cairo Criminal Court.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian National Football Team have launched their closed camp, including several talented foreign-based players, in preparation for the 2018 World Cup finals in Russia, the Egyptian Football Association (EFA) announced on Monday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Petroleum Minister Tareq el Molla said the petroleum sector will drill 10 wells within Phase 9b project in the West Nile Delta in the Mediterranean Sea as of April.
-------------------------------------------------------

A higher committee that was formed to review the status of the railway network and develop it convened on Monday under Presidential Assistant for National and Strategic Projects Ibrahim Mahlab.
-------------------------------------------------------

Nader Riyad, chairman of the Egyptian-German Business Council (EGBC), said on Monday a number of major German companies are mulling investing in large projects in Egypt. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt and the UAE inked a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to organize the fourth edition of the Egyptian Dates Festival, to be held in Siwa in November.
-------------------------------------------------------

Trade and Industry Minister Tarek Qabil said that a delegation from the Belgian furniture manufacturers association will visit Egypt in the next few days.
-------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------

MAIN STORY
EGYPTIAN SUDANESE SUMMIT 
FOR BOLSTERING HISTORICAL RELATIONS
SISI: WE ARE KEEN TO EXPAND CONSULTATIONS, 
DEEPEN  COOPERATION LINKS
EGYPT COMMITTED TO DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
ON RENAISSANCE DAM
AL BASHIR: STRONG POLITICAL WILL TO SHORE UP RELATIONS

Concluding a successful summit hosted by Cairo Monday, President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir said Egypt and the Sudan are one  family, and one people who are linked by time honored  bonds  .They said the Strength of Egypt and the Sudan are inseparable.

President Sisi said Egypt is keen to maintain intensive coordination with the Sudan to expand cooperation and give a new push to eternal  sisterly relations with the Sudan.

Addressing a Joint Press conference with the Sudanese President  , President said" Since  the River Nile is the artery of life  to the peoples  of Egypt and the Sudan, we have  expressed determination to work together with our brothers in Ethiopia to reach a partnership  in the river to  benefit  all  parties without any prejudice  and to  implement the results of the three way summit held in Addis Ababa on the Renaissance Dam within the framework of the declaration of Principles which was signed in Khartoum on March 23, 2015 " 

  President Sisi said the visit of his Sudanese counterpart Omar Al Bashir reflects a positive spirit, consultation, coordination and cooperation in different fields between the two countries.

"We agreed on opening and broadening new horizons for mutual cooperation in the different fields to serve the two countries' interests," Sisi said at a press conference following his meeting with Bashir.

Earlier President Sisi welcomed Bashir upon his arrival at Cairo International Airport for summit talks on Egyptian-Sudanese relations.

Bashir's visit to Cairo comes at a critical time as the two leaders are keen on enhancing bilateral relations in all fields in a way that could achieve the best interests of the two peoples.

President Sisi welcomed the Sudanese leader and his delegation in Egypt and highlighted the eternal cordial and close ties between the two peoples of Egypt and Sudan,"

President Sisi stressed that the Egyptian and Sudanese peoples are aware of the importance of having strategic partnership and cementing mutual cooperation in light of their aspirations and good social, cultural, political, security and economic relations.

 President Sisi said the visit of President Bashir and his delegation reflects a positive spirit, coordination and cooperation in different fields and enhances consultation regarding mutual issues."

The President pointed out that he discussed with Bashir how to promote the mutual interests in terms of full respect of internal affairs and joint action to protect the national security of both countries. 

President Sisi explained that such efforts aim to increase mutual cooperation to the highest level to reflect the significance of having strong ties between the two Arab countries. 

The president noted that he agreed with Bashir on broadening new horizons for cooperation and consultation in all fields and issues and considering available opportunities between Egypt and Sudan. 

He reiterated that the two countries agreed on having several effective mechanisms through the different joint committees to remove any obstacles or challenges that could endanger their close friendly ties.

"We agreed on maintaining such effective mechanisms regularly to secure the interests of both countries and overcome any challenges," Sisi said. 

He stressed that Egypt and Sudan have expressed keenness  to go ahead with promoting cooperation in the fields of power and land, sea and air transport and projects of infrastructure, in addition to making use of consultative and implementation expertise of both countries. 

President Sisi said that work will continue to implement the results of the tripartite summit between Egypt, Sudan, and Ethiopia on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. This step aims to put the agreement, signed in Khartoum on March 23, 2015, into effect. 

He added that Egypt and Sudan agreed to prepare for holding a joint committee this year in Khartoum. This committee will be chaired by Sisi and Bashir, while the previous committee was held in Cairo in 2016.

President Sisi said he is very happy to meet the Sudanese President expressing hope to have more cooperation in different fields between Egypt and Sudan to reflect cordial and friendly ties and achieve the interests of our peoples.  

Bashir: 

There Is Strong Political Will to Solve Any Problems Between Both Countries  

Sudanese President Omar al Bashir said Monday that Egypt and Sudan are on the verge of a historic stage due to crises witnessed by the region, stressing that there is a strong political will to cooperate in order to solve any problems between the two countries.

Addressing a joint press conference with President Sisi  following the Egyptian-Sudanese talks held Monday at the Presidential Palace in  Heliopolis Palace, President Bashir  said  that talks with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi took up various issues of mutual interest.

He further asserted that there will be more consultation and cooperation between both countries via joint mechanisms established in various domains to follow up these issues. 

The Sudanese President said that bilateral meetings were positive and had a great impact on increasing understanding which leads in turn to promoting joint cooperation in various domains.

Historical relations bind Egypt and Sudan as they share the same culture and religion, he asserted, adding that all these ties contribute to bolstering bilateral cooperation.

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi tackled projects to link the two countries via roads and the River Nile, Bashir affirmed, noting that the talks took up developing the River Transport Authority and the Nile Navigation Authority.

There will also be electricity linkage and connection between Egypt's railways with that of Aswan to facilitate the movement of citizens and goods which is actually the desire of both peoples, the Sudanese president reiterated.

Joint cooperation is a point of strength, Bashir underscored, adding that the talks will tackle afterwards mechanisms established in various fields.

More directives pertaining to some issues can be tackled during summits held between Cairo and Khartoum or during meetings held on the sidelines of conferences.

"We do not have other choice except to cooperate and work together because this is the will of our peoples," Bashir said. 

Sisi Stresses Egypt's Keenness on Continuing Coordination, 

Consultation with Sudan

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi renewed Egypt's keenness on intensifying coordination and consultation with Sudan and working on pushing forward ties between both countries as well as making a quantum leap that fulfills the aspirations of the two peoples.

President Sisi held talks with his Sudanese counterpart Omar al Bashir,  hailing historical relations binding the two nations, besides joint cultural and social aspects spanning for thousands of years, said presidential Spokesman Bassam Rady in press statements on Monday. 

President Sisi commended the positive development of bilateral at various levels, pointing out to the quartet meeting that grouped the two countries' foreign ministers and heads of intelligence services in Cairo last month. The meeting tackled issues of common interest with full transparency, he said.

Bashir welcomed the ongoing consultations between both countries, noting that challenges emerging from the current regional conditions entail continuing coordination which contributes to achieving joint interests besides promoting cooperation at various levels including the security ones, the spokesman reiterated.

The two sides agreed on bolstering joint economic cooperation in the fields of agriculture, livestock production, transportation and infrastructure, besides establishing vital ventures, he said. They also stressed the importance of swiftly finalizing the electricity linkage project between Egypt and Sudan, Rady underlined.

During the talks, Sisi asserted Egypt's keenness on backing Sudan and its institutions, adding that political conditions and the security challenges entail unity among the institutions of both countries because the national security of the Nile basin countries is integral, the spokesman said.

The two presidents agreed on enhancing joint security ties via the security committee formed between both countries. 

Sisi, Bashir attend 'Egyptian Family Celebration' at Cairo Stadium

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Sudanese President Omar el Bashir attended on Monday the "Egyptian Family Celebration" at the covered hall of Cairo Stadium.

The ceremony saw massive presence of all Egyptian segments who welcomed Sisi and Bashir.

The "Egyptian Family Celebration" started by an artistic show that was followed by a patriotic song entitled "Sudan for Egypt, and Egypt for Sudan", highlighting historical ties binding both brotherly countries. 

Then, the Egyptian band presented a musical show, reflecting sisterly  relations between both countries and their peoples.

After that, a video clip shedding light on the heroes of the Egyptian Armed Forces (commandos) was screened. 

Sisi Calls on Citizens to Vote in Elections

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi called Monday on  Egyptians to participate in the presidential elections next week, asking them to "make Egypt's voice heard."

In a speech during festivities held on Egyptian Family Day, Sisi described the participation of citizens would show the world "how nations are built."

"You are the hope, the hope of this nation, the loyal sons who answer the call of duty," El-Sisi said during the celebration, which was attended by his Sudanese counterpart Omar Al-Bashir.

Sisi said he does not doubt the Egyptian people's commitment to their duty in the national elections, describing their participation as one that "would push the country forward towards the future" regardless of political orientation.

The president said that Egyptian expats have been an "inspirational model," showing the world an "example of patriotism."

"All my respect, my appreciation, and greetings to those Egyptians," Sisi said.

"We overcame the power of evil, we face it now with determination and persistence," El-Sisi said, adding that the Egyptian people have overcome "difficult times."

Bashir: Egypt's Achievements Matter of Pride For All Of US

Sudanese President Omar el Bashir expressed pleasure over the warm welcome by  President  Abdel Fattah El Sisi and the Egyptian people, saying that he and Sisi discussed all issues that would contribute to improving relations between both countries and their brotherly peoples.

"Egypt's achievements are  a matter of pride for all of us, Egypt's power is part and parcel of that of Sudan", the Sudanese president said.

The Sudanese president said that he is honored to be in Egypt, terming it as "his second homeland".

Bashir conveyed greetings of the Sudanese people to the Egyptians, stressing the common aspects binding the two nations and their brotherly peoples.

He pointed out to the deeply-rooted and historic relations between Egypt and Sudan that have been boosted thanks to historical ties and common aspirations. 

He expressed hope that Egyptian people would enjoy peace and prosperity. 

Free Egyptians Party Hails Sudanese President 'S Visit to Cairo

The visit of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir to Egypt was hailed by Free Egyptians Party describing it as having special importance.

"The visit is a success and gives a strong boost to the bilateral relations between the two countries," the party's African affairs committee chairman Hatem Bashat.

He added that President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has succeeded in resolving the tension between the two countries, in a way that is positive for the historical relations between the two countries and the two brotherly peoples.

He pointed out that President Sisi adopts a diplomatic plan to consolidate Egypt's foreign relations with the Gulf countries and Africa. 

Egypt-Sudan Talks Establish New Stage of Cooperation, Politician Says

Mostafa Al Gendy, an Egyptian candidate to chair the African Parliament, said Monday the Egyptian-Sudanese talks establish a new stage of mutual cooperation between both countries. 

He stressed that the statements of Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his Sudanese counterpart Omar Al Bashir reflected that the two peoples have historical and strategic relations, which could not be damaged by any other party.

Al Gendy reiterated that Egypt and Sudan are "one entity" and cooperation between the two countries sets an example that should be followed by all African countries to overcome all challenges and threats. 

He praised Sisi's statements, in which the Egyptian leader stressed that "the Nile is the artery of life" for all peoples around the river.

Al Gendy cited the remarks of Sisi, who vowed to work with Sudan and Ethiopia to reach a partnership to serve the interests of all parties without doing harm to anyone.

He also lauded Bashir, who stated that there is a strong political will to cooperate in order to solve any problems between the two countries. 

Sisi, Abbas Discuss Inter-Palestinian Reconciliation

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Monday had   a telephone conversation with  Palestinian President  Mahmoud Abbas.

Both presidents discussed the latest developments pertaining to the Palestinian cause, according to presidential spokesman Bassam Radi.

The two leaders agreed on the need to go ahead with the efforts aiming at achieving inter-Palestinian reconciliation and overcoming disputes and obstacles facing the alignment of the Palestinian people and their interest, the spokesman said.

They also tackled the latest developments related to a number of Arab and regional files, a move that falls within the framework of the periodical coordination and consultations between both presidents, Radi added.

 Abbas expressed appreciation for Egypt's historic efforts in support of the Palestinian case, pointing out that Cairo's stances towards the Palestinian cause reflect the deeply-rooted and distinguished Egyptian-Palestinian relations and the long standing ties binding peoples of both countries, Rady noted. 

They concluded the telephone call by agreeing to continue consultations and coordination towards various issues of common interest, Radi said. 

Sisi Greets Putin on His Re-Election for New Term in Office

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi has congratulated  Russian President Vladimir Putin on his re-election on Sunday, wishing him success in office, and the friendly Russian people further progress and prosperity.

"The  president hailed the strategic relations between Egypt and Russia and the two countries' keenness to strengthen ties that serve the interests of the two friendly nations," according to a statement issued by the presidential spokesman.

Putin won a landslide re-election victory on Sunday, extending his rule over the world's largest country for another six years. Now aged 65, he will be 71 years old by the end of his new term.

He has been in power, either prime minister or president, since 2000, sharing power with close political ally Dmitry Medvedev, who is the current prime minister and served as president from 2008 to 2012.
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MAIN STORY

ARMY SAYS 36 TAKFIRIS KILLED IN NORTH, CENTRAL SINAI

​​

EGYPTIAN ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATE IN (GULF SHIELD I) DRILLS IN ARABIA

SAUDI CROWN PRINCE: 
WE WILL EXPEL MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD ELEMENTS FROM OUR SCHOOLS

Armed Forces spokesman Tamer El-Refaie has said in a statement that 36 Takfiris were killed and 345 were arrested by army and police forces during the last five days of the counterterrorism Operation Sinai 2018, which started on 9 February in Sinai and other parts of the country.
"One officer and three soldiers were killed during operations, while another three officers, a non-commissioned officer and five soldiers were injured," the spokesman said.
The statement added that six Takfiris were killed during a shootout with police forces in the North Sinai capital of El-Arish.
Air forces destroyed 12 targets used as shelter by terrorists and as well as a booby-trapped vehicle whose driver attempted attack a security checkpoint west of El-Arish.
The army has also located and destroyed 17 vehicles, 67 motorbikes, and 93 IEDs, in addition to confiscating large amounts of TNT, plastic explosives, ammunition and firearms.
The operation targets "terrorist and criminal elements and organisations" in northern and central Sinai, as well as parts of the Nile Delta and the Western Desert, the army said at the start of the operation.
The spokesman said that counterterrorism forces from the army, along with police forces and border guards, are continuing combing operations in pursuit of any terrorists or criminal elements.
The border guards, in cooperation with forces tasked with securing the Suez Canal waterway, are continuing their mission to protect navigation and tighten security measures at the crossings leading into the Sinai Peninsula.
Egyptian Armed Forces participate in (Gulf Shield 1) drills in Arabia

Elements of the Egyptian Armed Forces left for Saudi Arabia to take  part  in (Gulf Shield 1) joint drills with the participation of ground, naval and air forces from the GCC member states and a number of sisterly countries.
In a statement on Monday, the Armed Forces said the drills aim at exchanging expertise in the fields of planning, organizing and implementing different training activities and developing the military readiness of participating countries to secure vital targets, face possible threats and protect maritime corridors.
The drills come as part of Egyptian Armed Forces' plan of holding joint military exercises with their counterparts in sisterly countries to boost military cooperation. 

Saudi Crown Prince: We will expel Muslim Brotherhood elements from our schools
In a wide-ranging interview with CBS’ 60 Minutes aired on Sunday night, Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed Bin Salman  Prince Mohammed, 32, offered a new vision for Saudi Arabia that turns the page on the harsh interpretation of Islam practice in the Kingdom since 1979. He called citizens of his generation “victims” that “suffered from this a great deal”.
The Saudi Crown Prince was particularly critical of the Muslim Brotherhood ideology, of extremism and the schism with the West created by Al Qaeda and Osama bin Laden through the orchestration of the 9/11 terror attacks.
Asked by journalist Norah O’Donnell about education reforms in the country toward espousing a more moderate form and curriculum about Islam, the Saudi Crown prince said: “Saudi schools have been invaded by many elements from the Muslim Brotherhood organisation, surely to a great extent.”
“Even now, there are some elements left. It will be a short while until they are all eradicated completely.”
He added that “no country in the world would accept that its educational system be invaded by any radical group”.
The counter-extremism push was vivid in how he approached the subject of women’s rights. The Crown Prince, who last year ended a ban on women driving, reopened cinemas and allowed families and women to attend sports stadiums, spoke in sentimental terms about Saudi Arabia pre-1979.
“We were living a very normal life like the rest of the Gulf countries. Women were driving cars," he explained. "There were movie theatres in Saudi Arabia. Women worked everywhere. We were just normal people developing like any other country in the world until the events of 1979.”
1979 was a seminal year for the region, with the Islamic revolution in Iran and the siege of Makkah in Saudi Arabia. Both events triggered a hard turn to the religious right in the Kingdom.
“We have extremists who forbid mixing between the two sexes and are unable to differentiate between a man and a woman alone together and their being together in a work place” the Saudi leader told CBS. “Many of those ideas contradict the way of life during the time of the Prophet and the Caliphs.” he  said 

Mauritanian President Praises Al Azhar's Role in Spreading Moderate Islam

Mauritian President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz hailed Monday the role of Al Azhar institution in spreading moderate Islam in the face of extremist thoughts. 
The Mauritanian president was speaking during a meeting with Al Azhar Grand Sheikh  Dr  Ahmed Al Tayyeb at the presidential headquarters. 
Abdel Aziz lauded Al Azhar's suggestion of establishing an Islamic center affiliated to the institution in Mauritania and forming a joint scientific committee, headed by Mauritanian Minister of Islamic Affairs and Traditional Education Ahmed Ould Ahl Dawood. 
Meanwhile, Tayyeb hailed similarities between Al Azhar and the Mauritanian educational institutions and their role in spreading the values of moderation and countering terrorism. He also said that Al Azhar is ready to grant a number of scholarships for studying at its faculties. 
ALL PAPERS 
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EGYPT
FM, "JUF" DELEGATION CONFER ON EGYPT-US RELATIONS
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry met on Monday with a delegation of the Jewish United Fund (JUF), which is based in the US.
The meeting took up Egyptian-US ties, with Shoukry stressing Cairo's keenness on boosting cooperation and coordination with the US administration regarding issues of mutual concern, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid. 
Shoukry also reviewed the positive outcome of visits by the envoy of the US president and US secretary of state to Egypt during which Egyptian officials highlighted Cairo's vision regarding regional crises, Abu Zeid said. 
Shoukry had agreed with his US counterpart to hold a strategic dialogue during the second half of 2018, he noted. 
During his meeting with the JUF delegation, Shoukry reviewed the latest political and economic developments in Egypt, the spokesman further said. 
He also posted them on preparations for the upcoming presidential election, Abu Zeid added. 
The meeting took up Egyptian efforts to fight terrorism, with focus on the comprehensive military operation currently going on in Sinai, he said.
The meeting also tackled the situation in Syria, with Shoukry reiterating the need to support aspirations of the Syrian people and protect their national unity through a political solution, the spokesman added. 
They also discussed the latest Palestinian developments and efforts exerted by Egypt to revive negotiations with the aim to reach just and comprehensive peace, Abu Zeid said. 
The JUF delegates were keen on listening to a detailed explanation about the Egyptian economic reform program, Abu Zeid said, noting that they were pleased with tangible progress in Egypt's economic performance. 
ALL PAPERS & MENA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT ELECTED VICE-PRESIDENT OF UN CONFERENCE 
ON ILLICIT WEAPONS TRADE
Egypt, Kenya and Sierra Leone have been elected from the African group as vice presidents of the Third Review Conference on the Program of Action to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects.
The decision was taken by the Preparatory Committee of the Conference, said Egypt's Permanent Representative to the UN Mohamed Idris on Monday.
Idris stressed that Egypt attaches great importance to strengthening the UN handling of all its organs with the unprecedented increase in the access of small arms and light weapons to armed and terrorist groups and the fact that some countries supply weapons to terrorists, especially in the Middle East and Africa. He added that these states direct criminal groups to target civilians and military personnel alike.
"This is a violation of the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, especially the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of states and respect for sovereignty and work to settle disputes by peaceful means," said the diplomat.
He asserted that Egypt has succeeded during its non-permanent membership of the Security Council in adopting resolution 2370 of 2017 on the prevention of terrorists from access to weapons, noting that weapons seized with terrorist groups by Egyptian security forces were supplied to terrorists by states.
The Third Review Conference will be held in June.
MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT CONDEMNS TURKISH OCCUPATION OF SYRIA'S AFRIN

Egypt condemned on Monday Turkey's occupation of the Syrian city of Afrin and human rights violations committed by the Turkish army in the city.
A statement released by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Monday stressed Egypt's rejection of the incessant violation of the sovereignty of the Syrian state, adding that it only exacerbates the political situation and the humanitarian crisis in Syria.
The ministry's statement further reiterated Egypt's support for a political settlement that will take into account the sovereignty and unity of Syria as well as the inspirations of the Syrian people.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DIPLOMAT STRESSES EGYPT'S SUPPORT TO PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

Egyptian Ambassador in Ramallah Essam Ashour asserted on Monday Egypt's support for the Palestinian people in line with international law, UN Security Council resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.
This came during a meeting held on Monday between Ashour and Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad Malki during which the Egyptian diplomat urged the US administration to adopt a well-balanced approach to the peace process in the Middle East.
Ashour also warned against being misled by the US-Israeli agenda that compromises the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people.
For his part, Malki hailed Egypt's stance regarding the Palestinian people and their rights, adding that liaison between the Egyptian and Palestinian governments must continue to confront any plots targeting the Palestinian cause.
Reviewing Israeli violations in the occupied lands, Malki called for an urgent intervention by the international community to bring an end to these violations and oblige the occupation forces to observe the international law and UNSC resolutions.
MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Al-AZHAR SIGNS TWO COOPERATION PROTOCOLS WITH MAURITANIA

Al Azhar Grand Imam Ahmed el-Tayyeb witnessed on Monday the signing of two protocols of cooperation between Al-Azhar and Mauritania.
The protocols were inked with University of Islamic Sciences and Advanced Institute for Islamic Studies and Research.
They are meant to boost scientific and religious cooperation between two sides.
Tayyeb, Mauritanian President Mull over Promoting Cultural Relations
In a related context, Tayyeb discussed with Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz ways and means of boosting cooperation, according to the Grand Imam.
In a press statement following his meeting with the Mauritanian president at the Presidential Palace in Nouakchott on Monday, the Grand Imam said that, ways and means of upgrading cultural relations between Al Azhar and Mauritanian educational institutions "Mahazer" were tackled at the meeting.
Tayyeb affirmed that it is high time Islamic teachings promoting the acceptance of differences among the nation and its scholars prevailed, highlighting that Al Azhar would activate scholarships for the Mauritanian students in Islamic and other scientific sectors. 
The meeting was attended by Egyptian Ambassador to Mauritania Maged Nafie and Mauritanian Minister of Islamic Affairs and Traditional Education Ahmed Ould Ahl Dawood.
Mauritanian PM Discusses Islamic Issues with Tayyeb
Mauritanian Prime Minister Yahya Ould Hademine on Monday received Tayyeb, as they discussed various current Islamic issues.
The pair also reviewed the role of Al Azhar in the Islamic world in spreading tolerance of Islam.
The Grand Imam also met with members of the Egyptian community in Mauritania, who praised Al Azhar's efforts to convey the message of Islam.

ALL PAPERS & MENA
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EGYPT, BAHRAIN DISCUSS MILITARY COOPERATION

Armed Forces Chief of Staff Lt. General Mohamed Farid held a meeting on Monday with director of Bahraini military intelligence Khalifa bin Abdullah Al Khalifa and his accompanying delegation, which are currently visiting Egypt.
The meeting touched upon several files and issues of common concern, in light of the partnership and military cooperation relations between both countries, as well as exchanging expertise in various military phases.
The meeting was attended by a number of top-brass officers.
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EGYPT, JAPAN DISCUSS BOOSTING BILATERAL TIES, COOPERATION
Assistant Foreign Minister for African Affairs Hamdy Sanad Loza met on Monday with Japanese Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Minister Manabu Horii.
They discussed ways and means of promoting cooperation at all levels. They hailed the recent steady growth in relations between the two countries.
Joint projects including the Grand Museum and Japanese schools were lauded in particular.
The senior diplomats exchanged views on regional and international issues of mutual concern.
MENA
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IMMIGRATION MINISTER: EGYPTIAN EXPATs SHOW STRONG AFFILIATION 
TO HOMELAND
Minister of Immigration and Expatriates' Affairs Nabila Makram praised the efforts exerted by the Egyptian diplomats and members of the diplomatic corps as well as Egyptian communities' unions in the presidential polls that were held abroad over the past three days.
In statements on Monday, Makram lauded the remarkable turnout on the presidential polls that were held on March 16-18 in 139 electoral committees in 124 countries worldwide.
She said this high turnout of the Egyptian expats showed their strong affiliation to their homeland and reflected the fact that they are part and parcel of the political decision-making in Egypt.
Makram also said the ministry's operation room has been electronically linked with the premises of the diplomatic missions abroad to follow the voting process minute by minute.
She also praised the active role of Egyptian women at the presidential elections, adding that the operation room has recorded a high turnout by Egyptian families and employees in all countries, especially in Arab ones such as Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Kuwait, Bahrain and Jordan.
The ministry said any inquiries or complaints have been immediately handled upon receiving them whether by phone or by email, she said, adding that the operation room responded to 270 inquiries by Egyptian expats over the past days.
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GOV'T REFERS PLANNING DRAFT LAW TO PARL.
The government referred on Monday a draft law on general planning of the state to the House of Representatives, according to a statement released by the cabinet's media office. 
The draft law targets putting an integrated system for balanced developmental planning, as well as determining the roles of competent authorities of the planning and mechanisms of cooperation among them. 
It also aims to achieve social justice, upgrade the efficiency of usage of the state's resources, push up economic growth rates, improve the quality of citizens' lives and fill the developmental gaps at the geographical level, added the statement.
PM Stresses State's Keenness on Upgrading Work at "ERTU"
In another context, Prime Minister Sherif Ismail stressed on Monday that the state is keen to upgrade work inside the Egyptian Radio and TV Union (ERTU), terming it as a "significant edifice".
The prime minister made the remarks at a meeting held with Head of the National Media Commission Hussein Zein to follow up the general development plan of Maspero during the current and coming phases.
Ismail said that the development process of Maspero should include better management of its human and technical resources, a fact that would contribute to restoring its major role in view of attracting Egyptian viewers, hailing steps undertaken in Maspero to upgrade it including the state-run TV Channel 1.
For his part, Zein shed light on efforts undertaken in Maspero as part of the development plan in view of the technical, financial and administrative aspects.
AL-AHRAM & MENA
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TOMB OF ANCIENT EGYPTIAN STATESMAN TO BE RESTORED 
IN GIZA
The Ministry of Antiquities started restoring a tomb of an ancient Egyptian statesman in King Senusret I era in Lesht region in Giza.
The tomb will be renovated according to a comprehensive plan and will be reopened to the public soon.
In statements on Monday, Head of the Antiquities Ministry's Central Department of Maintenance and Renovation Gharib Sonbol said that the tomb was attacked in 2011 after January 25 Revolution.
The renovation team started cleaning the walls of the tomb, he said.
The renovations will include building an outer wall around the tomb, making a wooden ceiling to protect it from the sun and factors causing erosion, renovating the broken parts of the stone columns inside it and removing the dust and sand to reveal its ground, said Director of the department responsible for renovating Egyptian antiquities in Giza Mostafa Ahmed.
Lesht region was known anciently by the name of (ETH-TAWI) which means the controller of the people on earth. It was the capital of the Middle Kingdom of Egypt, he said.
The tomb, which is built of limestone, is architecturally designed on a longitudinal axis that is extended from the east to the west and it is composed of two halls that include several limestone columns, he said.

ALL PAPERS & MENA
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FOREIGN MINISTRY: "FLAG RAISING" OVER TABA UNFORGETTABLE MOMENT
Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said on Monday that marking the 29th anniversary of raising the Egyptian flag over Taba is a bright and unforgettable phase of Egypt's history. 
It was a major breakthrough of which Egyptian diplomats and men of law are proud, Abu Zeid tweeted. 
It was an honorable political and legal battle that saw Egypt regain control over all its soil, he added. 
Defense Minister Delegates Leaders of Military Zones to Lay Wreaths at Unknown Soldier Memorial
Minister of Defense and Military Production Sedki Sobhi delegated the leaders of military zones and assistants of chiefs of staff in the second and third armies to lay wreaths at the Unknown Soldier Memorial on the 29th anniversary of liberating Taba.
During the ceremony, the leaders were accompanied by a number of governors and security chiefs, while the military music was played.
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PROSECUTOR GENERAL REFERS MENOUFIA GOVERNOR, 2 OTHERS
TO CRIMINAL COURT
Prosecutor General Nabil Ahmed Sadeq ordered referring Menoufia Governor Hisham Abdel Baset and two others to Cairo Criminal Court.
The defendants are facing charges of asking for and accepting funds in the form of a bribe. 
Abdel Basset and the two perpetrators were arrested after investigations conducted by the Administrative Control Authority revealed that they are involved in the bribery case.
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EGYPT START PREPARATORY CAMP FOR 2018 WORLD CUP FINALS
The Egyptian National Football Team have launched their closed camp, including several talented foreign-based players, in preparation for the 2018 World Cup finals in Russia, the Egyptian Football Association (EFA) announced on Monday.
"The national team will start their only training session in Egypt at Cairo stadium on Monday before flying to Switzerland on Tuesday by private jet to launch the preparatory camp," the EFA revealed in a media statement.
"The Egypt national team's preparatory camp will continue until 28 March, with the team playing two friendlies against Portugal on 23 March and Greece on 27 of the same month."
On 6 March, Argentinean coach Hector Cuper called up 17 foreign-based players for the Switzerland camp, before calling up 11 local-based players for the same camp, ahead of the World Cup in June.
Egypt have been placed in Group A of the competition along with hosts Russia, Uruguay and Saudi Arabia.
EgyptAir to be Official Carrier of National Football Team in 2018 FIFA World Cup
In another context, EgyptAir will be the company sponsoring and in charge of transporting the national football team in the 2018 FIFA World Cup, which will be held in Russia in June. 
The national carrier said that it painted the team's plane with the Egyptian flag and decorated it with Egypt's professional footballer Mohamed Salah. 
It is scheduled that the contract of transporting the team would be signed in a ceremony to be attended by Civil Aviation Minister Sherif Fathy and Chairman of EgyptAir Holding Company Safwat Musallam. 
Nile Air Company was the official carrier of the national team during its participation in the Africa Cup of Nations in 2017.

AL-AHRAM & MENA
AG/MA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ECONOMY
PETROLEUM MIN.: PLANS TO START DRILLING 10 WELLS 
IN WEST NILE DELTA IN APRIL
Petroleum Minister Tareq el Molla said the petroleum sector will drill 10 wells within Phase 9b project in the West Nile Delta in the Mediterranean Sea as of April.
Head of Rashid Petroleum Company/Burullus Gas Company (Rashpetco) Hisham el Attar presented a report to the petroleum minister on gas production within the framework of Phase 9b project, which is part of the West Nile Delta (WND) project.
According to the report, the company will drill two exploration and eight production wells. The company will start by digging two exploration wells using Noble Globetrotter 1 (NGT1) drillship that have already moved from Gulf of Mexico to the drilling site.
Gas production will start from three wells within Phase 9b project during the fiscal year of 2018/2019, the report said.
Production will start from the other seven wells in 2019, it added. 
The project will be implemented by the petroleum sector and Shell Company, with total investments amounting to 807 million dollars.
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COMMITTEE ON REVIEWING STATUS OF RAILWAY NETWORK
CONVENES UNDER MAHLAB

A higher committee that was formed to review the status of the railway network and develop it convened on Monday under Presidential Assistant for National and Strategic Projects Ibrahim Mahlab.
The committee reviewed all operating conditions and safety procedures that are currently implemented and others that are set to be carried out to guarantee upgrading safety rates to cope with the international standards. 
Attending the meeting were Minister of Transport Hisham Arafat and Presidential Adviser for Urban Planning Amir Sayed Ahmed, who are also members of the committee.
AL GOMHURIA, MENA
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GERMAN FIRMS MULL PARTICIPATING IN MAJOR PROJECTS
IN EGYPT, EGBC SAYS
Nader Riyad, chairman of the Egyptian-German Business Council (EGBC), said on Monday a number of major German companies are mulling investing in large projects in Egypt. 
These companies will also study the German government's support of such projects, he added.
"The heads of major German and Egyptian companies met with Egypt's President Abdel Fattah El Sisi last week, Riyad told MENA.
He said the Egyptian leader expounded the available projects in an attractive manner.
Riyad expects there will be good news in the coming period related to German participation in these projects. 
MENA
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EGYPT, UAE INK MOU TO ORGANIZE EGYPTIAN DATES FESTIVAL
IN SIWA IN NOVEMBER
Egypt and the UAE inked a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to organize the fourth edition of the Egyptian Dates Festival, to be held in Siwa in November.
The MoU was signed by Chairperson of the Industrial Council for Technology and Innovation (ICTI), affiliated to Egypt’s Ministry of Trade and Industry, Hanan el Hadary and Secretary General of the UAE Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation Abdul Wahab Zayed
The event will be held under the auspices of UAE Minister of Tolerance Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak al Nahyan.
In a statement issued by the Trade and Industry Ministry, Hadary said that holding this festival for the fourth year in a row comes after the success it had achieved during the three previous editions since 2015.
Sponsored by the president during its second and third rounds, the festival plays an important role in supporting the dates sector, not only in Siwa but also nationwide, the statement read.
 AL AHRAM, MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TRADE MIN.: DELEGATION OF BELGIAN FURNITURE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION TO VISIT EGYPT SOON
Trade and Industry Minister Tarek Qabil said that a delegation from the Belgian furniture manufacturers association will visit Egypt in the next few days.
This remark came during the get-together held between the association's head as part of meetings organized by the Egyptian commercial office in Brussels on the sidelines of the minister's participation in the Union for the Mediterranean Trade Ministerial Meeting.
Qabil underlined that Egypt has great capabilities in the field of textile and furniture industry which is considered one of the promising aspects in his ministry's strategy.
This allows Egypt to be a hub for manufacturing and exporting textiles and furniture to various foreign markets especially in Africa.
MENA
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FINANCE MINISTER TO START FOREIGN TOUR TO PROMOTE
 FOR EGYPT’S IPO PROGRAM
Egypt’s Finance Minister Amr El Garhy on Monday said he will visit London, the first leg of his foreign tour, to promote for the Egyptian initial public offering (IPO) program. 
Speaking to Al Ahram, El Garhy expected that the program will be attractive to investors and financial institutions. 
Egypt announced on Sunday the names of 23 state companies that will sell stakes from this year under its plan to raise 80 billion Egyptian through minority share offerings on the Cairo bourse.
The 23 companies range from banking and petroleum to real estate and will look to sell stakes ranging from 15-30 percent in the next two to two-and-a-half years, the finance ministry said in a statement announcing the list.
The list includes some companies already traded on the exchange and others that will hold an initial public offering.
El Garhy said that the first stake sale would be held within two to three months.
Egypt’s economy has been struggling to recover since a popular uprising in 2011 drove foreign investors and tourists away, but a $12 billion International Monetary Fund lending programme signed at the end of 2016 has helped to spur growth and lure back foreign investors.

The state owns vast swathes of Egypt’s economy, including three of its largest banks – National Bank of Egypt, Banque Du Caire, the United Bank of Egypt – along with much of its oil industry and real estate sector.
ENPPI has been discussed previously as a candidate to be the first state company to offer shares this year, and others such as Banque Du Caire have been mentioned in recent years but their offerings have been delayed.
The last time state-owned companies were listed on the exchange was in 2005 when shares of Telecom Egypt, the state’s landline monopoly, and oil companies Sidi Kerir Petrochemicals and AMOC were floated. Sidi Kerir Petrochemicals will now sell another stake and was included in the list announced on Sunday.

AL AHRAM 
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27TH MRO AFRICA CONFERENCE, EXHIBITION IN CAIRO KICK OFF
Minister of Civil Aviation Sherif Fathi inaugurated on Monday the 27th MRO Africa Conference & Exhibition in Cairo.
The inauguration ceremony has been attended by top officials of the aviation industry in Egypt and the region, mainly President of Civil Aviation Authority Hani Al-Adawi and International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Middle East Regional Director Mohamed Rahma.
Major manufacturers of aircraft, aircraft engines and spare parts, representatives of African airlines, suppliers of aircraft spare parts, providers of training activities and other aviation services have taken part in the ceremony.
Addressing the conference, Fathi said he referred to the importance of Egypt's pivotal role in the field of civil aviation and the close relations it brings with its African brothers and its keenness to extend bridges of cooperation and ties with African countries. 
He also stressed the keenness of the political leadership to support the African continent in all fields and intensifying joint investments with African countries.
Following the opening session, the minister of civil aviation toured the exhibition ground and visited the distinguished booth of EGYPTAIR Holding and its subsidiaries. 
The event witnessed bilateral meetings during the exhibition with positive results as an agreement was signed between EgyptAir Maintenance and Engineering and Kenya Airways under which EgyptAir shall provide maintenance services for Kenya Airways in Cairo.
The agreement signing ceremony was witnessed by Minister of Civil Aviation Sherif Fathi and a number of aviation sector leaders during their visit to EgyptAir booth at the exhibition.
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MIN/MA

BOURSE LOSES EGP 6.3BLN
The Egyptian Exchange (EGX) closed on Monday down due to profit-taking by domestic and Arab investment funds and institutions.
The market capital lost about EGP 6.3 billion to hit EGP 974.6 billion, after transactions of EGP 2.05 billion.
The main benchmark EGX 30 index went down by 0.57 percent reaching 17,172.13 points.
The broader EGX 70 index of the leading small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) dropped by 0.67 percent recording 888.61 points.
The overall EGX 100 index was down 0.29 percent reaching 2,266.57points.
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS
SAIF AL-ISLAM GADDAFI SAYS READY 

FOR LIBYA'S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, the son of late Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, said he will run for president in the next Libyan election.

A campaign spokesperson said in a news conference in Tunisia on Monday said Saif will seek to implement a "reform" program that will focus on reconstruction to serve all Libyans, said Ayman Abu Ras, an official in the Libyan Popular Front party.
Gaddafi, who is wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) for alleged crimes against humanity during the 2011 NATO-backed uprising that toppled his father, was sentenced to death in absentia by a court in Tripoli in 2015.
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SYRIAN ARMY RECAPTURES 80% OF GHOTA LANDS

Syrian Army forces advanced further in the operation to liberate Eastern Ghouta in Damascus Countryside from opposition groups.
Reports said the army managed to liberate 80 percent of Ghouta lands after fierce battles with the opposition.

Army units carried out intensive operations during the past few hours using tactics suitable for preserving civilians’ lives, and these operations resulted in eliminating the last of the terrorists’ positions in Saqba and Kafr Batna towns, said Syria's SANA news agency.

US Concerned Over Situation In Syria's Afrin
The United States is "deeply concerned" about events in the Syrian town of Afrin, where most of the population appear to have fled amid a threatened attack by Turkey, the US State Department said. 

"The United States calls on all relevant actors operating in the northwest, including Turkey, Russia, and the Syrian regime, to provide access for international humanitarian organizations," the department said in a statement quoted by The New York Times on Monday. 

The State Department said United States "does not operate" in the Afrin area and was "deeply concerned over reports from Afrin city in the last 48 hours."
EU officials Impose sanctions On Syrian figures

The EU on Monday imposed  sanctions on four senior Syrian officials over the use of chemical weapons against civilians.
EU foreign ministers hit a brigadier-general and three scientists working for the Syrian Scientific Studies and Research Center (SSRC) with travel bans and asset freezes, taking to 261 the number of regime figures punished by the bloc over the seven-year conflict
.
"The EU added these four persons for their role in the development and use of chemical weapons against the civilian population, in line with the EU's policy to fight the proliferation and use of chemical weapons," said a statement after ministers agreed the measures in Brussels.
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ARAB COALITION SHOWS IRANIAN BALLISTIC MISSILES 
IN PRESS CONFERENCE
The Arab Coalition revealed new evidence that exposes Iran’s involvement in smuggling ballistic missiles and weapons to the Houthis.
In a press conference, the coalition showed ballistic missiles which Iran smuggled to militias in Yemen and detail how Iran threatens regional and international security and spreads chaos.
ALL PAPERS 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PUTIN TO WEST: I DON'T WANT ARMS RACE
Russian President Vladimir Putin has eased his tone towards the West on Monday after winning his biggest ever election victory.

Putin said he had no desire for an arms race and would do everything he could to resolve differences with other countries.
Putin’s victory, which comes at a time when his relations with the West are on a hostile trajectory, will extend his political dominance of Russia by six years to 2024, said Reuters. That will make him the longest-serving ruler since Soviet dictator Josef Stalin and has raised Western fears of spiralling confrontation.
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ABBAS ACCUSES HAMAS OF TRYING

TO ASSASSINATE HAMDALLAH
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has accused Hamas of carrying out a roadside bombing that targeted the motorcade of Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah and General Intelligence Services Chief Majid Farajin northern Gaza Strip last week.

"We are fully aware that Hamas is the one who stands behind that incident and carried it out," Abbas was quoted by Palestinian media as saying at a meeting of the Palestinian Authority on Monday.

Abbas said that Hamas is unwilling to enter into any reconciliation, adding that he has decided to take "all national, legal and financial measures to preserve the national project".

He congratulated Hamdallah and Faraj for their safety after the bombing, pledging to bring the perpetrators to justice.
MENA
ASH/MA

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EDITORIALS & COLUMNS
ERDOGAN IN AFRIN!

The Turkish invasion forces, conducting Operation Olive Branch, backed by the Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated Syrian rebels, managed to control the northern Syrian city of Afrin after two months of fighting and the Turkish military raised its flags over the city hall amidst wild celebrations with bullets shot in the air, writes Makram Mohamed Ahmed in a column in Al-Ahram on Tuesday.

Although the civilians in Afrin, more than 200,000 of Kurds, Alawites and Yezidis, are escaping to the mountains and surrounding villages from the invaders, the Kurdish militias prevented the Kurds from leaving the city for the Turks.

The Turks claim their attacks on Afrin, which started in January, as defense of their national security under the pretext that the Kurdish militias that belong to the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) are actually supporters of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) that is fighting the Turkish state for more than four decades in the hope of obtaining autonomy. As the Turkish warplanes drop fliers over the inhabitants of the city urging them to stop the fighting and surrender, the Arabs of Afrin deplore the Kurds’ exit from the city, where they have been for long.

The majority of those Kur         ds do not belong to the PKK militias, namely the SFD that fought bravely against Daesh and kicked it out of most of the Syrian territories, starting from Kobane in the far northern parts of Syria to al-Raqqa, Daesh’s capital city, which had been liberated lately by the Kurds, and the oil-rich city of Deir al-Zor.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan seems to have entered Afrin to stay. Although he pledged to hand the city over to its original inhabitants, who he did not know, the Turks plan to stay in the city which they consider as a cornerstone so as to guarantee their influence over the future of the region.

It is not clear though whether the Turkish forces would advance east of Afrin to the city of Manbij, where there are 2,000 U.S. troops present next to the Kurdish militias allied to the United States and form part of the SFD.

Erdogan asked the Americans that the SFD fighters cross the Euphrates to the other side so as to avoid any possible showdown with the invading Turkish troops as a key condition to improve Turkish-U.S. relations.

The Americans are now busy negotiating with the Turks to reach for a compromise to end the escalating crisis between them. However, the Turks called on the U.S. forces to withdraw from Mabij to avoid an “Ottoman slap” if the Turkish forces crossed the area in their chase of the Kurdish militias.
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EXPATRIATES’ VOTING AND BOYCOTT!

An important indication of the Egyptian expatriates’ unexpected turnout on the ballot boxes in the presidential election was that the calls for boycott were not met with positive response, writes Ahmed Abdel-Tawwab in a column in al-Ahram on Tuesday.

The massive turnout per se reveals the gap between those who think they can speak for the people, the purest, the deepest in awareness and the most politically know-it-all.

This category suspects the persons with different opinions and cast doubts over their motives and objectives. It may even attack them and accuse them of working in the service of the security agencies.

On the other side, there are the masses who live the true reality, not the virtual one, and see the affairs in the country through a different window.

This specific segment of the society – both sexes, all professions and handicrafts and all ages – have gone to the polling stations in hordes in exceptional elation.

The rates of voter turnout were so close despite the huge distances from New Zealand in the uttermost East to the West Coast of the United States under various weather modes from smoldering hot to ice-cold.

The proponents of voting boycott have not recognized the importance of telling the masses why impeding the election should serve the public interests.

Their calls have just been confined to boycotting and nothing else.

Unfortunately, it seems no one has learned their lessons. Still, some insist to keep their eyes shut about what is going on. They even try to twist the truth to serve their visions.
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SO, THEY ARE CRAZY!
As the Egyptians abroad went to the Egyptian embassies to vote in the Presidential election, and some of them traveled hundred of kilometers because their houses and work places are far from the embassies especially in the big countries like U.S.A, Russia and China, the evil circles and their T.Vs got crazy and started to defame this honourable event, writes Morsi Attallah.

They realized that all their schemes of sedition and incitement against the election were in vain and passed like clouds in the summer.

The Egyptians, who have a strong will to reconstruct their country, proved that they are powerful enough than the claims of destruction and those who attempted to disencourage them. In Europe and other western states, where the bad weather was prevailing in, the voters were keen to respond to their leadership and observe the constitutional right.

What the Egyptians abroad achieved is just the preface to another national event inside the Egyptian territories, when the date of the election comes on March 26-28.

This election is different from that took place about four years ago, when the country was suffering a sharp state of division, instability and economic backwardness.

Now, we have been recovering and many achievements were fulfilled everywhere, besides regaining of security and stability.

We have to show to the world that we are adamant to score a success and support our will against those who deal in blood, death and destruction, the writer concluded.

Al-Ahram
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SINAI AND PROJECT OF CENTURY
The history will write that one of the most important projects Egypt has witnessed in the 21 century is what is taking place now in Sinai whether in uprooting terrorism or developing it. I'm sure that after one hundred years, the coming generations, will talk and write down these events, writes Hany Emara.

More than two hundred years ago, during the era of Mohammed Ali and his dynasty which had ruled Egypt for decades, they were the first who decided to construct a modern Egypt.

They decided to extend construction eastward, so the Suez Canal was dug to link the Mediterranean with Red Sea and Egypt had become a vital and influential sate in the world.

Moreover, they had established many new cities like Ismailia, Port Said and Port Tawfik in Suez, but I think that this drive of construction had stopped at the canal's west bank and didn't reach the east one.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi's interest in Sinai is considered the second wave of reconstruction that reaches all parts of Sinai to put an end to its isolation and deter whoever thinks to seize it.

I expect that Sinai will be leading in terms of development throughout the coming years like the case in other foreign cities such as Hong Kong, Singapore and Dubai, the writer concluded.

Al-Ahram
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WHAT AFTER "EDGE OF ABYSS" IN SYRIA
Under this heading, Dr. Mohamed al-Said Edris of "Al-Ahram" paper writes to say in part ad effect: 
What is currently happening in Syria reflects adopting "edge of an abyss" polices by all parties to the conflict whether international or regional.
This is clear via the US, British and French practices there on one hand and Russia on the other hand, as they are accusing Russia of covering up for violating the UNSC resolution no 401 by the Syrian army, a resolution that calls for a truce in the Eastern Ghouta.
In addition, there are US, French and British threats to make a joint and strict response in case the Syrian army forces used chemical weapons anew.
On the other hand, the head of the operations room at the Russia armed forces' staff said that there are clear indications that Washington is getting ready for launching strikes against the Syrian regime.
This comes in terms of a deliberate Turkish escalation against the US ally, a matter which might lead to a US-Turkish clash, but the two parties are still keen on avoiding that.
In addition, there are Israeli preparations against Iran in Syria not only for preventing Iran from imposing influence and military presence in the Syrian lands but also for avoiding the trail of the Israeli PM in many corruption cases.
Now, all parties are standing on the edge of an abyss, as US had announced that it might be forced into taking an action in Syria, while Russian foreign minister, for his part, had warned that any US military strike might lead to dangerous repercussions. 
The question that should be raised now is what after the edge of an abyss?
What seems more dangerous now is the escalation between US and Russia in the field of producing nuclear weapons and missiles that might be turned into military clashes in Syria or outside it.
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AFTER 4 YEARS … WHAT HAPPENED?
Under this heading, Ashraf Al-Ashri of "Al-Ahram" paper writes to say in part and effect:
After the passing of four years of the tenure of President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, there is no doubt that all people now can witness successes scored by him.
After four years of Sisi's tenure, we have now a real state and we have now also all capabilities that any regional power like Egypt should have.
That is why I expected witnessing high turnout for the polling stations at the Egyptian embassies and consulates abroad.
This would be also repeated in the polling stations inside Egypt, as Egyptians believe now in the victories achieved by this candidate.
There is no doubt that this candidate has a deep vision for solving the crises in Egypt. 
All people realized that the mission of that man in the presidential palace was difficult due to the extent of challenges, but he faced these challenges via his thoughts and determination. 
He is a strong man in taking decisions and translating them.
Sisi succeeded, via his determination and ambitions, in making Egypt a modern, strong and successful country enjoying heavy weight in the region. 
Now, the opportunity is available for all Egyptians to reflect their love for the nation and appreciation for this candidate via choosing him for a second term in office next Monday for having a batter and promising future for Egypt.
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The summit meeting  held yesterday between President Abdel Fattah El Sisi  and his Sudnese counterpart Omar al Bashir figures high on Cairo morning dailies.


President Sisi warmly welcomed Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir and his accompanying delegation, hailing the depth and strength of the relations between Egypt and Sudan.


Sisi stressed Egypt's keenness on continuing intensified coordination and consultation with Sudan to enhance cooperation during the coming phase and working on pushing forward ties between both countries as well as making a quantum leap that fulfills the aspirations of the two peoples.


Bashir welcomed the ongoing consultations between both countries, noting that challenges emerging from the current regional conditions entail continuing coordination which contributes to achieving joint interests besides promoting cooperation at various levels including the security ones.


President Sisi held Monday a telephone conversation with his Palestinian opposite number Mahmoud Abbas, where they discussed the latest developments pertaining to the Palestinian cause, and agreed on the need to go ahead with the efforts aiming at achieving inter-Palestinian reconciliation. 


At least 36 takfiri elements have been killed in a shootout with military troops in North and Central Sinai as part of an operation going on the peninsula now, a statement by the Armed Forces said Monday.


Elements of the Egyptian Armed Forces left for Saudi Arabia to partake in (Gulf Shield 1) joint drills with the participation of ground, naval and air forces from the GCC member states and a number of sisterly countries.


Armed Forces Chief of Staff Lt. General Mohamed Farid held a meeting on Monday with visiting director of Bahraini military intelligence Khalifa bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, where they discussed several files and issues of common concern, in light of the partnership and military cooperation relations between both countries as well as exchanging expertise in various military phases.


The National Election Authority (NEA), under Counselor Lashin Ibrahim, is currently counting the number of votes of Egyptian expatriates in the presidential elections abroad which ended on Sunday. 


EgyptAir will be the company sponsoring and in charge of transporting the national football team in the 2018 FIFA World Cup, which will be held in Russia in June. The national carrier said that it painted the team's plane with the Egyptian flag and decorated it with Egypt's professional footballer Mohamed Salah.


Egypt condemned on Monday Turkey's occupation of the Syrian city of Afrin and human rights violations committed by the Turkish army in the city. A statement released by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Monday stressed Egypt's rejection of the incessant violation of the sovereignty of the Syrian state. 


Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman offered a strong defense of his economic and social reforms in the Kingdom.  In a wide-ranging interview with CBS’ 60 Minutes aired on Sunday night, the Saudi Crown Prince was particularly critical of the Muslim Brotherhood ideology, saying “Saudi schools have been invaded by many elements from the Muslim Brotherhood organization, surely to a great extent. It will be a short while until they are all eradicated completely.”


Russian President Vladimir Putin struck a softer tone towards the West on Monday after winning his biggest ever election victory, saying he had no desire for an arms race and would do everything he could to resolve differences with other countries.

















EDITORIALS:





Al Ahram editorial says one of the most importance achievements of the Egyptian – Sudanese summit between President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his Sudnese counterpart Omar al Bashir is that they asserted that bilateral relations are back on track. Moreover, the two leaders agreed, during their summit, on the mechanisms to solve any differences between the two countries. 





Al Gomhuria editorially  says the Egyptian people is looking forward to  urgent duties and missions entailed in the  state’s new budget, to be referred  to  the  House of Representatives for endorsement before the end of March,  given that  the items of the budget should be translated into decisions, projects, investments and laws on the ground.





MS/SA			                   THE EDITOR














































