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R O U N D - U P

AL-WATAN & AL-MASRY AL-YOUM
Saudi Arabia and its adversaries in Yemen’s armed Houthi movement are holding secret talks to try to end a three-year-old war that has unleashed the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, diplomats and Yemeni political sources said.

Speaking to Reuters on condition of anonymity, two diplomats and two Yemeni officials said the Houthi spokesman Mohammed Abdul-Salam had been in direct communication with Saudi officials in Oman on a comprehensive solution to the conflict. 

* * * *

Egyptians abroad Friday stood in long lines in front of the Egyptian embassies abroad to cast their votes in the presidential elections in which incumbent president Sisi is competing with Al Ghad Party Chief Moussa Moustafa Moussa. Counselor Mahmoud El Sherif, the deputy Chairman of the National Election Authority said initial information refer to a high turn out on the part of the Expatriates in the presidential elections. He said the NEA is following up through the video conference voting in 16 states from among 118 states where elections are held.

* * * *

Minister of Immigration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs Nabila Makram Friday hailed the Egyptian expats who flocked into the polling stations worldwide.

The minister said that expats who are keen to cast their ballots in the presidential elections send a good message to the whole world on their will to preserve the Egyptian state.

* * * *

Adel Essmat, the official spokesman for the campaign of Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa said voting abroad is progressing smoothly and is a source of honor. He said the national Election Authority has succeeded to a great extent to facilitate voting. He hailed efforts of the national election authority and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to organize elections hailing Egyptians keenness to take part in voting.

* * * *

Sudanese President Omar Al basher will visit Cairo Monday to discuss a number of files of common interest. During the one day visit, Bashir will have a summit meeting with President Sisi. Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said Al Bashir's visit comes within the framework of ongoing consultations between the two leaders.

* * * *

On the second day of the Presidential elections for Egyptians abroad, Egyptians abroad were seen in long line in front of Egyptian embassies and consulates abroad. Voters chanted slogans in support of the armed forces and the state. Voters said they were keen to mass up to express support for national enterprises and the march of development. Al Masry Al Youm quoted Egyptian women abroad as commending the praise poured by President Sisi on the Egyptian women.

* * * *

The Ministry of Interior has upgraded the state of alert for securing the Presidential elections which will be held on march 26. Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar called on all sectors to announce the state of alert for securing elections in coordination with the armed forces.

* * * *

A number of voters flocking into the Egyptian embassy in Kuwait to cast their votes said high turn out by Egyptians abroad is a strong slab to world human rights organizations and their claims on Egypt. They said high turn out would refute claims by suspicious human rights about the absence of the political participation in Egypt. They said Egyptians abroad represent the first line for defending the state abroad, renewing support for the armed forces personnel. They said Sinai 2018 operations aims at eliminating terrorism from Sinai.

* * * *

A large number of political figures and parties have commended high turnout by Egyptians abroad in the Presidential elections. They said this turnout will address a message that the Egyptian people do not surrender to plots which aim to destabilize Egypt.

* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said the economic reform measures and the plan of action set by the state were aimed saving the funds necessary for carrying out Mega national projects such as East Port said development and rebuilding Sinai which costs L.E.275 billion. The President gave these statements during an inspection tour Saturday of a number of mega development projects in East port Said where he was welcomed by General Sedqi Sobhi, the Minister of Defense and Military production and the commander in Chief of the armed forces, and Chairman of the Suez Canal Authority and the Suez canal economic zone Mohab Mamish. 

* * * *

Mahmoud Mohieddin, the First Deputy chairman of the world bank said Egypt is in need of achieving a growth rate of 7% in order to improve living standards. He said growth rates of 3-4% achieved during the past few years are not enough for achieving a tangible improvement in citizens lives.

* * * *

The Egyptian and French navies concluded Saturday a joint military drill that was conducted for several days in the Red Sea as part of the military partnership and cooperation between the two countries, Egypt's army spokesperson Tamer El-Refaie said in a statement.

* * * *

Russia has expelled 23 British diplomats in response to the UK’s measures against Moscow over the poisoning of a former spy. It has also ordered the closure of the UK’s consulate in St Petersburg and the British Council in Moscow. The Russian foreign ministry said in a statement on Saturday that the diplomats would have a week to leave after the UK expelled the same number of Russians earlier this week. 
* * * *

The cabinet  has  approved  Sunday the draft budget of the 2018/2019 fiscal year and submitted it to the parliament for approval.
* * * *

     President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Monday receives Sudanese President Omar Al basher at the Presidential Palace in Heliopolis. Presidential spokesman Ambassador Bassam Radi said the two leaders are due to address means of enhancing sisterly relations between the two countries in order to enhance the interests of the Egyptian and Sudanese Peoples .
* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has underlined the importance of upgrading relations between Egypt and the United Arab Emirates at all levels. 

The President furthermore underlined the need for sustaining discussions on different regional files , crises suffered by many countries in the region and the best  way to settle these crises with the  aim of ending the humanitarian  sufferings  spawned by them.

* * * *

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and his UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al Nahyan launched Sunday a political consultation mechanism between Egyptian  and the UAE foreign Ministries .
Launched at this time, the mechanism is meant to strengthen bilateral ties and cooperation, as well as consultation regarding the different regional and international files, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid.
* * * *

Egypt and the United Nations (UN) inked Sunday the Strategic Framework Agreement 2018-2022 costing  $1.2 billion.
The UN framework agreement is based on four pillars including comprehensive economic development, social justice, women empowerment and sustainable management of natural resources. 
* * * *

British Petroleum (BP) іѕ seeking buyers for іtѕ stake іn а 50-year-old oil and gas business іn Egypt; аѕ іt focuses оn newer deepwater gas fields off the country’s Mediterranean coast, banking sources said.

The London-based company has in recent weeks addressed potential buyers about its stake in Gulf of Suez Oil Company (GUPCO), a joint venture with the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation (EGPC) that was set up in the 1960s.

* * * *

French Judiciary issued an arrest warrant for Hessa bint Salman, daughter of the Saudi King Salman bin Abdul Aziz and sister of Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman.   

The Princess is suspected to have ordered her bodyguard to beat a craftsman who was working in her Parisian flat, and filed a complaint against her in 2016, informed sources said.

* * * *

Aeroflot announced that it will resume its direct flights between Cairo and Moscow as of April 11, 2018, adding that it sold 88% of the first six flights' tickets in two days.

The direct flights will be operated 3 days a week on "Airbus A320", from and to "S" stop in Sheremetyevo International Airport, said the Russian airlines' website. 

* * * *

Thousands of civilians escaped Syria's Eastern Ghouta into government-held territory yesterday in the largest numbers since the government assault on the enclave began.

They were seen fleeing on foot, in cars and on motorcycles via the town of Hammuriyeh, where the Syrian army opened a corridor. 

* * * *

The Russian airline Aeroflot stated on Thursday that its sales department sold approximately 88 percent of the first six Moscow-Cairo air flights tickets after they opened for reservation on Tuesday. 

The company stated that it would resume regular flights on this route starting April 11.

* * * *

Minister of Tourism Rania Al Mashat said that her ministry is working hard to attract Kuwaiti tourism in the coming period by offering interesting and satisfying travel programs. 

During a meeting between Al Mashat along with Yousuf Al Amiri, President of Kuwait National Business House, exchanged views and suggestions to enhance the tourism relationship between the countries.

* * * *

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail stated on Wednesday that extra fees will be collected from Umrah travellers who performed the minor pilgrimage within the last three years. 

The fees will be used for community development and development projects in North Sinai.

* * * *

Vice president of Alexandria University Mohamed Ismail decided to apply a fine of LE50 for misconduct of students on campus, including smoking, dumping rubbish, and writing on the wall. He also announced the prevention of entry for those who wear torn or ‘inappropriate’ clothing. 

* * * *

The Supreme State Security Prosecution ordered on Sunday five additional hard-line fans of the al-Ahly Club (Ultras Ahlawy) to be detained for 15 days pending investigations over their alleged participation in riots that erupted after a match against Gabon’s CF Mounana at the Cairo Stadium on March 6, making the total number of suspects detained climb to 17.
* * * *
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YEMEN'S HOUTHIS AND SAUDI ARABIA IN SECRET TALKS TO END WAR: SOURCES

Saudi Arabia and its adversaries in Yemen’s armed Houthi movement are holding secret talks to try to end a three-year-old war that has unleashed the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, diplomats and Yemeni political sources said.

Speaking to Reuters on condition of anonymity, two diplomats and two Yemeni officials said the Houthi spokesman Mohammed Abdul-Salam had been in direct communication with Saudi officials in Oman on a comprehensive solution to the conflict. 

“There are consultations between the Houthis and the Saudis, without a representative of the internationally recognized government, and it is clear that there is a desire of the Houthis and the coalition to go toward a comprehensive agreement,” one diplomat told Reuters. 

A coalition official denied that Saudi Arabia had any negotiations with the Houthis, and reaffirmed support, in a statement to Reuters, for U.N. peace efforts aimed at reaching a political solution. Houthi officials did not provide an official comment. 

Diplomats said the Saudi-Houthi dialogue had been going on for about two months and appeared aimed at providing a framework for a resolution to coincide with the arrival of a new U.N. envoy to Yemen, former British diplomat Martin Griffiths, who began his term on Sunday. 

But it was not immediately clear how much progress had been achieved. U.N.-backed peace talks between the Houthis and the Yemeni government were last held in Kuwait in August 2016. 

That round of dialogue and two previous ones in Switzerland, where there was no Saudi presence, ended without success. 

The current talks appear to have bypassed Yemen’s Riyadh-based government, whose restoration was the justification for the Saudi-led intervention, underlining a series of deepening Yemeni squabbles which have hobbled the coalition war effort. 

Two Hadi government officials contacted by Reuters were unaware of the dialogue, and their criticism of the coalition has mounted in recent days, accusing them of barring Hadi and other Riyadh-based officials from returning to the country. 

LONG LINES IN FRONT OF THE EGYPTIAN EMBASSIES ABROAD

Egyptians abroad Friday stood in long lines in front of the Egyptian embassies abroad to cast their votes in the presidential elections in which incumbent president Sisi is competing with Al Ghad Party Chief Moussa Moustafa Moussa. Counselor Mahmoud El Sherif, the deputy Chairman of the National Election Authority said initial information refer to a high turn out on the part of the Expatriates in the presidential elections. He said the NEA is following up through the video conference voting in 16 states from among 118 states where elections are held.

-In Saudi Arabia, where the more Egyptian expatriates reside than anywhere else, a large number of citizens cast their ballots in the Egyptian consulates in Riyadh and Jeddah, lifting banners of "Long Live Egypt."

In Kuwait, where nearly 600,000 Egyptian reside, thousands of citizens headed to the Egyptian embassy in Kuwait City, casting their votes while singing the famous Egyptian Special Army Forces anthem What Did They Say while waiving the Egyptian flags.

In Iraq , Egyptian expats voted at the Egyptian embassy in Baghdad amid a festive atmosphere, Egyptian ambassador to Iraq Alaa Moussa said in a statement.

In Lebanon, deputy head of the Egyptian Community in Lebanon Tawfik Helmy said that there has been a high turnout by Egyptian expatriates in Lebanon at the Egyptian embassy in Beirut.

In Jordan, where 1.5 million Egyptians reside, polling stations in Amman received crowds of voters Friday to express their will, carrying Egyptian flags and singing patriotic Egyptian songs.

In the UAE, large numbers of Egyptian citizens living in the United Arab Emirates headed Friday to the Egyptian Consulate in Dubai to vote in the presidential elections.

The embassy and consulate opened at 9 am UAE time, and voting is scheduled to continue until 9 PM on each of the three days of voting.

Egyptians in the Emirates comprise 12 percent of Egyptians living in Arab countries, numbering 765,000.

Voting in Abu Dhabi and Dubai has been extended due to the high voter turnout, according to the Egyptian ambassador.

 In Doha, the Head of Egypt's Diplomatic Mission in Qatar, Ahmed Ezzat, said Egyptian citizens turned out in unprecedented large numbers to cast their votes since polling stations opened their doors on Friday early morning.

"A large number of citizens came along with their children to express their will," Ezzat added, praising voters' civil behavior and keenness on practicing their democratic right.

Egyptian citizens in Yemen and Libya were not able to cast their votes due to the deteriorated security situations in those countries.

Expats Minister Hails Wide Turnout in Presidential Elections

Minister of Immigration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs Nabila Makram Friday hailed the Egyptian expats who flocked into the polling stations worldwide.

The minister said that expats who are keen to cast their ballots in the presidential elections send a good message to the whole world on their will to preserve the Egyptian state.

The voting process at the Egyptian diplomatic missions' headquarters worldwide is going on smoothly, she added in a statement.

Directives are issued to provide all facilities needed for voters to practice their constitutional political right, Makram said.

Representatives of the two candidates are attending the electoral process, she added.

An operation room is following up the situation to remove all obstacles that might face voters while casting their ballots to ensure an easy voting process, Makram said.

The room is equipped with all necessary communication devices to follow up the electoral process and solve any voting-related problems in coordination with embassies and consulates abroad, she added

Moussa Campaign: Voting Abroad is Organized 

Adel Essmat, the official spokesman for the campaign of Presidential candidate Moussa Moustafa Moussa said voting abroad is progressing smoothly and is a source of honor. He said the national Election Authority has succeeded to a great extent to facilitate voting. He hailed efforts of the national election authority and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to organize elections hailing Egyptians keenness to take part in voting.

Meantime, The Central operations room set up by the Presidential campaign of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has detected a high turnout in many Arab and European capitals. Magdy El Alfy, the Coordinator of President Sisi campaign in the UAE said turn out was high in the first day of the expatriates Egyptians voting.
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AL BASHIR VISITS CAIRO TO OVERCOME DIFFERENCES

Sudanese President Omar Al basher will visit Cairo Monday to discuss a number of files of common interest. During the one day visit, Bashir will have a summit meeting with President Sisi. Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said Al Bashir's visit comes within the framework of ongoing consultations between the two leaders.

Tareq Radwan, the Chairman of the Foreign relations committee at the House of Representatives said the visit reflects strong willingness of both countries to settle differences. He said in exclusive statements to Al masry Al Youm that Both Egypt and the Sudan are linked by strong relations adding the two leaders have managed to stamp out crisis.

Meantime Hany Raslan, the researcher at Al Ahram center for strategic studies said the visit has a clear cut significance as it represents a big development in shutting down the page of tensions.

Voting abroad went smoothly 

On the second day of the Presidential elections for Egyptians abroad, Egyptians abroad were seen in long line in front of Egyptian embassies and consulates abroad. Voters chanted slogans in support of the armed forces and the state. Voters said they were keen to mass up to express support for national enterprises and the march of development. Al Masry Al Youm quoted Egyptian women abroad as commending the praise poured by President Sisi on the Egyptian women.

Mahmoud El Sherif, the spokesman for the National Election Authority said Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the UAE topped the list of states witnessing high turn out. He said voting was proceeding steadily. 

According to El-Sherif, Egyptians abroad continued to cast their votes at 116 polling stations in Egyptian embassies and consulates out of 139 polling stations in 124 countries worldwide.

El-Sherif said that some polling stations have not opened for voting due to time zone differences, adding that the last polling station set to close will be in Los Angeles at 6am local time on Monday.

The spokesman also said that there are currently no early indicators of the turnout, though he added that Egyptian communities in Arab Gulf countries continue to turn out heavily to vote.

El-Sherif added that the NEA has not received any complaints over the electoral process, which has so far been “orderly.”

Interior Ministry declares state of alert for securing presidential elections

The Ministry of Interior has upgraded the state of alert for securing the Presidential elections which will be held on march 26. Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar called on all sectors to announce the state of alert for securing elections in coordination with the armed forces.

 Security sources told Al Akhbar that the security plan aims at collecting enough information and aborting any plans aiming at aborting elections. Under the plan, the sources said vital and important facilities will be put under tight security measures with the aim of preventing terrorist and criminal elements from reaching them. The Minister of Interior said martyrs blood will not go in vain adding martyrs will remain a source of pride to Egyptians

Terrorist MB attempts to obstruct voting in London
As hundreds of Egyptians in London were standing in lines in front of the Egyptian embassy in London to cast their votes, some members of Terrorist Moslem Brotherhood attempted to prevent them from casting their votes. The British police came to the scene and secured Egyptians voting.

Voters: turnout is strong slab to suspicious organizations 

A number of voters flocking into the Egyptian embassy in Kuwait to cast their votes said high turn out by Egyptians abroad is a strong slab to world human rights organizations and their claims on Egypt. They said high turn out would refute claims by suspicious human rights about the absence of the political participation in Egypt. They said Egyptians abroad represent the first line for defending the state abroad, renewing support for the armed forces personnel. They said Sinai 2018 operations aims at eliminating terrorism from Sinai.

Politicians: Egyptians abroad defeated calls for boycott and inspiration

A large number of political figures and parties have commended high turnout by Egyptians abroad in the Presidential elections. They said this turnout will address a message that the Egyptian people do not surrender to plots which aim to destabilize Egypt.

They said large numbers of citizens which massed up in front of Egyptian embassies abroad addresses a clear cut message that Egyptians would not surrender to defeat and schemes.

They said high turnout abroad would encourage Egyptians at home to take part in voting in support of President Sisi in fending off the challenges facing the Egyptian state. 

Sisi: Sinai developed by the money of Egyptians

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said the economic reform measures and the plan of action set by the state were aimed saving the funds necessary for carrying out Mega national projects such as East Port said development and rebuilding Sinai which costs L.E.275 billion. The President gave these statements during an inspection tour Saturday of a number of mega development projects in East port Said where he was welcomed by General Sedqi Sobhi, the Minister of Defense and Military production and the commander in Chief of the armed forces, and Chairman of the Suez Canal Authority and the Suez canal economic zone Mohab Mamish. 

The President said the money contributed by Egyptians for digging the new Suez Canal were not fully spent on the Suez canal but a part of them was spent on a number of east port said development projects which are currently being carried out. 

The President said the three enterprises( Newe canal, Tunnels and the Industrial zone in East Port said) were simultaneously launched adding the costs of the one square meter of land in East Port said development project amounts to L.E. 1500 to be ready for investors. the President Said the costs of building East port said port platforms costs L.E.80 billion. 

Presidential spokesman Ambassador Bassam Rady said in press statements during the president’s visit that the projects are part of the Suez Canal Area Development Zone project, which covers around 460 square kilometers. 

“The Suez Canal Area Development is an integrated project that makes use of natural resources in Sinai, deriving maximum benefit from the Suez Canal area as an international logistics centre, not just as a waterway,” Rady said. 

World Bank: Egypt needs to achieve a growth rate of 7%

Mahmoud Mohieddin, the First Deputy chairman of the world bank said Egypt is in need of achieving a growth rate of 7% in order to improve living standards. He said growth rates of 3-4% achieved during the past few years are not enough for achieving a tangible improvement in citizens lives.

He said during a meeting with Egyptian Door knocking delegation that Egypt needs to raise saving rate to 25-30 % in order to achieve the targeted growth rate. He said saving rate achieved during the past two years ranged from 5-6%, a ratio which is not enough for achieving an investment rate which is capable of enhancing economic growth.

Egyptian, French navies conclude joint military drill in Red Sea: Egypt Armed Forces spokesman 

The Egyptian and French navies concluded Saturday a joint military drill that was conducted for several days in the Red Sea as part of the military partnership and cooperation between the two countries, Egypt's army spokesperson Tamer El-Refaie said in a statement.

The drill included exercises involving Egyptian and French Mistral helicopter carriers, marine scouting, anti-terror operations, boosting maritime security and fighting capabilities, as well as ship inspection.

Part of the drill involved exercises on a French Mistral ship, which were attended by Egyptian naval Commander-in-Chief Ahmed Khaled.

"The exercise comes in the framework of boosting military cooperation between Egypt and France, using modern methods of marine combat and maximising the joint benefits for both sides," El-Refaie added.

Russia expels 23 British diplomats
Russia has expelled 23 British diplomats in response to the UK’s measures against Moscow over the poisoning of a former spy. It has also ordered the closure of the UK’s consulate in St Petersburg and the British Council in Moscow. The Russian foreign ministry said in a statement on Saturday that the diplomats would have a week to leave after the UK expelled the same number of Russians earlier this week. 
Tension between London and Moscow has risen significantly since the poisoning of Sergei Skripal, a former Russian military intelligence agent living in the UK, and his daughter Yulia earlier this month with a rare nerve agent manufactured during the Soviet era. Theresa May said Britain would consider its next steps in the coming days, “alongside our allies and partners”. 
The Foreign Office said the National Security Council would meet early next week to consider the next steps. Speaking at the Conservative Spring Forum in London on Saturday, Mrs May said the UK would never tolerate a threat to the life of British citizens and others on British soil from the Russian government. 
“Russia’s response doesn’t change the facts of the matter — the attempted assassination of two people on British soil, for which there is no alternative conclusion other than that the Russian State was culpable,” she said. “It is Russia that is in flagrant breach of international law and the Chemical Weapons Convention.” 
The foreign secretary escalated the diplomatic clash on Friday by accusing Vladimir Putin of personally ordering the poisoning. Boris Johnson said that it was “overwhelmingly likely” that the decision to carry out an assassination attempt was made by the Russian president. Mr Johnson said: “Our quarrel is with Putin’s Kremlin, and with his decision — and we think it overwhelmingly likely that it was his decision — to direct the use of a nerve agent on the streets of the UK, on the streets of Europe for the first time since the second world war.”
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23 profit making companies and banks to be offered in the stock exchange 

The cabinet  has  approved  Sunday the draft budget of the 2018/2019 fiscal year and submitted it to the parliament for approval.
Speaking at a press conference following the cabinet meeting, Prime Minister Sherif Ismail said the government will offer stakes of around 20 companies as part of a program on initial public offering (IPO) state enterprises in a year and a half from now.
Ten of these companies are listed in the Egyptian bourse, Ismail pointed out.
The government eyes around 1.4 trillion pound budget and a growth rate of 5.8 percent, he added. 

The Prime  Minister said the government uis seekig to achieve a growth rate of 5.8% and a total deficit of 8.4% adding the government is expecting a deficit of 9.6-9.8% .

He said Egypt has overcome its economic crisis and the  state is taking care of its  citizens.

Ina related development, the Ministry of Finance issued  Sunday a list of the companies which will be offered in the stock exchange adding total value  of the  shares which will be offered will amount to L.E.80 billion.

Sisi Bashir summit in Cairo Monday

     President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Monday receives Sudanese President Omar Al basher at the Presidential Palace in Heliopolis. Presidential spokesman Ambassador Bassam Radi said the two leaders are due to address means of enhancing sisterly relations between the two countries in order to enhance the interests of the Egyptian and Sudanese Peoples .
Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said Al Bashir's visit comes within the framework of non-stop consultations between the leaderships of both countries.

Egyptian Ambassador in Khartoum Ossama Shaltout said Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir will pay a few hours visit   to Cairo  Monday for talks with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi.
Ambassador Shaltout also said that the talks between both presidents will tackle boosting bilateral cooperation.
They will also cover regional and international issues of mutual concern, he said, adding that this is the 21st meeting between the two presidents since Sisi assumed office.

The visit comes to complete talks that were held between Sisi and Bashir in January in Addis Ababa where they agreed on the convening of four-way meetings in Cairo involving the foreign ministers and intelligence chiefs of both countries. 
Saad Al Gammal, the Head of the Arab Affairs committee at the House of Representatives said sisterly relations between the two countries have enabled them of overcoming all difficulties and attempts to foment sedition and estrangement

Boycott countries insist on their conditions 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has underlined the importance of upgrading relations between Egypt and the United Arab Emirates at all levels. 

The President furthermore underlined the need for sustaining discussions on different regional files , crises suffered by many countries in the region and the best  way to settle these crises with the  aim of ending the humanitarian  sufferings  spawned by them.

The President hailed the special nature of Egyptian UAE relations describing them as  a model of strategic cooperation among  Arab countries.
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi  gave these remarks at a his meeting  Sunday  with  UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al Nahyan . The two sides also discussed ways of boosting economic and investment cooperation.
Presidential Spokesman Bassam Radi said President Sisi underlined the importance of maintaining consultations over regional files and crises in the area to mull the best ways of settling them in a way that guarantees the integrity of the unrest-hit countries.
He said Egypt is keen on promoting fraternal relations with the UAE at all levels.
Egyptian, UAE FMs launch political consultation mechanism

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and his UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al Nahyan launched Sunday a political consultation mechanism between Egyptian  and the UAE foreign Ministries .
Launched at this time, the mechanism is meant to strengthen bilateral ties and cooperation, as well as consultation regarding the different regional and international files, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid.
Minister Shoukry welcomed organizing an Egyptian-UAE business forum on the sidelines of meetings of the Joint Egyptian-UAE economic committee, which was held in Cairo on Saturday.
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said Egypt is seeking to unify the National Libyan army, and combat terrorism adding Egypt is  sincerely seeking to support efforts to hold the Presidential elections in Libya in the near future and open new vistas of agreement on the future of  Libya .
He said Egypt is working for preserving the interests of the Libyan people and supporting the political agreement there. Minister Shoukry said Iranian and Turkish interference complicates the Syrian scene adding Egypt and the UAE are acting in cooperation with the UN to support the political course and unify the Syrian opposition.
He stressed the need for eliminating terrorist organizations, which destabilize the Syrian security.
Answering a question on the Crisis with Qatar, Minister Shoukry said there is nothing new on relations with Qatar calling on Doha to act sincerely for addressing concerns of the   four boycotting countries.
He denied reports on fixing a date for a meeting with the US envoy on the crisis with Qatar and reports on convening a US gulf summit in Camp David in the near future.
During a joint press conference held at the end   of expanded talks between the two sides Sunday, Shoukry said that President Abdel Fattah El Sisi received the UAE foreign minister as the leadership in both countries asserted keenness on promoting bilateral cooperation.
Egypt, UN sign Strategic Framework Agreement worth $1.2 bln.

Egypt and the United Nations (UN) inked Sunday the Strategic Framework Agreement 2018-2022 costing  $1.2 billion.
The UN framework agreement is based on four pillars including comprehensive economic development, social justice, women empowerment and sustainable management of natural resources. 
The partnership agreement was signed by Investment and International Cooperation Minister Sahar Nasr and UN Resident Coordinator in Egypt Richard Dictus.
The agreement aims at supporting the Egyptian government's efforts seeking to achieve Cairo's national development plans.
UN Strategic Framework 2018-2022 was outlined in accordance with the outcome of the national consultations that were held with the participation of representatives of a number of Egyptian ministries and competent bodies along with its development partners and UN organizations.

In a statement, Nasr said that the deal was reached upon consultations with about 400 bodies representing ministries and competent governmental bodies alongside the steering committee members of the partnership framework.

AM/KH        
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BP SEEKS BUYERS FOR ITS STAKE IN EGYPTIAN OIL BUSINESS

British Petroleum (BP) іѕ seeking buyers for іtѕ stake іn а 50-year-old oil and gas business іn Egypt; аѕ іt focuses оn newer deepwater gas fields off the country’s Mediterranean coast, banking sources said.

The London-based company has in recent weeks addressed potential buyers about its stake in Gulf of Suez Oil Company (GUPCO), a joint venture with the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation (EGPC) that was set up in the 1960s.

A spokeswoman fоr BP declined tо comment.

The banking sources reported that GUPCO produces оvеr 70,000 barrels реr day оf oil аnd 400 million cubic feet реr day оf gas.

BP' stake at GUPCO is estimated at аrоund $500 million (£358.1 million). BP wаѕ managing thе sales process, thеу added.

“We hаvе successfully managed tо maintain oil production flat іn thе Gulf оf Suez аnd оur goal іѕ tо grow аnd sustain production levels fоr thе years ahead,” BP’s website says.

Egypt hаѕ bесоmе а key hub fоr BP іn rесеnt years; аѕ іt ramped uр gas production іn thе eastern Mediterranean frоm fields ѕuсh аѕ thе West Nile Delta development аnd іtѕ stake іn thе Eni-operated giant Zohar field.

BP сurrеntlу produces аlmоѕt 15% оf Egypt’s entire oil output аnd close tо 30% оf іtѕ gas production wіth іtѕ partners, ассоrdіng tо іtѕ website.
AL-MASRY AL YOUM
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FRANCE ISSUES ARREST WARRANT FOR SAUDI KING'S DAUGHTER

French Judiciary issued an arrest warrant for Hessa bint Salman, daughter of the Saudi King Salman bin Abdul Aziz and sister of Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman.   

The Princess is suspected to have ordered her bodyguard to beat a craftsman who was working in her Parisian flat, and filed a complaint against her in 2016, informed sources said.

The sources added that the arrest warrant was issued by a French judge late December 2016. 

On his part, the craftsman said that he was taking pictures of the room he was supposed to work on, but the Princes accused him of trying to take pictures to sell it online. 

He added that the angry Princess ordered her bodyguard to beat him, noting that he was insulted and hit on the face.

The Princess' bodyguard was accused of armed violence, theft, kidnapping and death threats.

The Agence France-Presse (AFP) reported that the French craftsman suffered from injuries that held him from work for eight days till recovery.

While the Saudi Ministry of Culture and Information refused to comment on the warrant, said BBC News. 

AL-MASRY AL YOUM

AGA/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RUSSIAN AEROFLOT: 6 FLIGHTS HEAD TO EGYPT ON APRIL 11 AND 88%
OF TICKETS SOLD

Aeroflot announced that it will resume its direct flights between Cairo and Moscow as of April 11, 2018, adding that it sold 88% of the first six flights' tickets in two days.

The direct flights will be operated 3 days a week on "Airbus A320", from and to "S" stop in Sheremetyevo International Airport, said the Russian airlines' website. 

The company noted that it will start increasing the number of daily flights between the two capitals from June 12 to July 2; due to the increased demand on air travel during World Cup 2018.

In a related context, a number of tourism experts assured that the Egyptian tourism is witnessing a promising comeback, after receiving several painful blows arising from the instability caused by political turmoil and terrorist attacks.

AL-MASRY AL YOUM
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THOUSANDS FLEE EASTERN GHOUTA AS SYRIAN ARMY ADVANCES

Thousands of civilians escaped Syria's Eastern Ghouta into government-held territory yesterday in the largest numbers since the government assault on the enclave began.

They were seen fleeing on foot, in cars and on motorcycles via the town of Hammuriyeh, where the Syrian army opened a corridor. 

Up to 50 civilians were reported killed in the fighting and shelling of the rebel-held area as the government offensive continued, the Guardian reported.

Syrian state television broadcast footage from the town on Thursday and said army troops had brought out dozens of residents who had remained in their neighbourhood as it fell to the government. 

Women, children and elderly were seen gathered at a collection point, chanting pro-government slogans alongside Syrian troops. A new convoy carried desperately needed food into Eastern Ghouta on Thursday, as Syria's war entered its eighth year.

More than 400,000 people have been killed since the conflict erupted on 15 March seven years ago with protests against President Bashar al-Assad.

Defying expectations, Assad has maintained his grip on power and his forces were on Thursday edging closer to securing the once-threatened capital with an assault on Eastern Ghouta.

Hunger-stricken residents in Ghouta's largest town received food aid on Thursday in a new aid convoy, said the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Twenty-five trucks were carrying food parcels and flour bags for more than 26,000 people, ICRC's communication coordinator Pawel Krzysiek told AFP. "This is just a little of what these families need," the ICRC said.

As volunteers were distributing food parcels from the trucks, mortar rounds hit nearby and sent aid workers scrambling for cover, an AFP correspondent said. They were able to resume delivery shortly after, with columns of smoke emerging in the cloudy sky overhead.

Eastern Ghouta has been suffering a devastating five-year siege imposed by government troops that has left its 400,000 residents struggling to find food and its hospitals crippled by shortages.

AL-MASRY AL YOUM
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
88% OF MOSCOW-CAIRO FLIGHTS TICKETS SOLD: AEROFLOT

The Russian airline Aeroflot stated on Thursday that its sales department sold approximately 88 percent of the first six Moscow-Cairo air flights tickets after they opened for reservation on Tuesday. 

The company stated that it would resume regular flights on this route starting April 11.

According to the statement, the company will operate Airbus A320 for three flights a week from and to Sheremetyevo International Airport.

Tickets have been on sale since March 13th, the statement added.

The schedule of Moscow-Cairo air flights has been set out: SU400 flights will operate on Saturdays, Mondays, and Wednesdays. Their departure time from Moscow will be 20:50 p.m. and their arrival to Cairo will be 00:25 a.m. Meanwhile, the departure time from Cairo will be 1:24 a.m and their arrival to Moscow will be 6:50 p.m., on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays.

Increased Egypt-Russia flights are expected in the period between June 12 to July 2, to accommodate increased demand during the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia.

 Al-Masry Al-Youm, 16/3/2018
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT WORKS TO ATTRACT TOURISTS FROM KUWAIT: MINISTER

Minister of Tourism Rania Al Mashat said that her ministry is working hard to attract Kuwaiti tourism in the coming period by offering interesting and satisfying travel programs. 

During a meeting between Al Mashat along with Yousuf Al Amiri, President of Kuwait National Business House, exchanged views and suggestions to enhance the tourism relationship between the countries.

According to a press statement released by the Ministry of Tourism, Al Mashat said that there are deep relations between Egypt and Kuwait on official and popular sides. She also praised the efforts exerted by the Kuwait House for National Works along with the ‘Gulf to support Egypt’ organization to promote tourism and identify Egyptian tourist spots for Kuwaiti visitors.

The meeting discussed several ways to boost the inflow of Kuwaiti tourists to Egypt and the mechanisms of strengthening tourism of this sort. The minister stressed the importance of the Kuwaiti market and the Gulf tourists generally which are one of the pivotal pillars of the growth of tourists visiting Egypt.

Moreover, a proposal was made about organizing a joint Arab forum in the fields of tourism, investment, industry and culture to take place during April 24-28. The forum will represent a good opportunity for mutual exchange between both countries.

They also discussed increasing tourist traffic to Hurgada through promotional initiatives such as the “Hurghada Beach Tourism Capital” initiative.

With the same idea of the “Hala February” festival in Kuwait, they also discussed the possibility of “Hona Cairo” initiative which already was proposed earlier this year to shed more light on Egyptian tourist destinations in the Gulf and related tourism activities including shopping for a whole month. Hala February, running from February 1 to 28, is a month-long event commemorating the liberation of Kuwait and plays a vital role in enhancing tourism in the country.

The two sides discussed the efforts that could be exerted to promote Egypt as a tourist destination before the advent of the holy month of Ramadan, in addition to developing a vision to promote cultural tourism in Egypt, especially in the cities of Luxor and Aswan, for the Kuwaiti tourist.

On the other hand, Al-Amiri expressed his desire to obtain data on tourist attractions in Egypt and send them to the Kuwait Business House to create a “tourist catalog” that would be printed about Egypt and distributed to hotels.

On a separate note, Majida Behbehani, head of the tourism sector at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry in Kuwait, told the press that Egypt is a favorite tourist destination among Kuwaitis.

She also pointed out that the promotional programs of Egyptian tourism targeting Kuwaitis are not diverse enough and need a thorough revision.

Al-Masry Al-Youm, 17/3/2018
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PM ANNOUNCES EXTRA FEES FOR UMRAH TRAVELLERS

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail stated on Wednesday that extra fees will be collected from Umrah travellers who performed the minor pilgrimage within the last three years. 

The fees will be used for community development and development projects in North Sinai.

Ismail added that the new measure aims to complete the state’s comprehensive development projects in the Sinai peninsula and upgrade the level of services provided to the inhabitants of Sinai.

The Egyptian government announced in February that the Ministry of Tourism set several requirements and controls on Umrah in 2018 as travellers who performed the pilgrimage during the last three years have to pay SR2000, to be deposited in an account at the Central Bank of Egypt (CBE).

The travellers will pay extra SR1000 if they perform further Umrah during the same year.

The new controls provoked anger among tourism operators who organize religious trips. According to Ihab Abdel Aal, the owner of a tourism company, the ministry’s data on number of recurrent Umrah travels are inaccurate, believing that the decision will cause a collapse of the tourism sector.

The Ministry of Tourism noted that the families of the armed forces and police personnel and civilians who were killed or injured in terrorist attacks will be exempt from paying the extra fees.

Children younger than 12, owners of tourism companies and the tourist supervisors will also be exempted from paying the fees.

Al-Masry Al-Youm, 16/3/2018
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ALEXANDRIA UNIVERSITY TO FINE STUDENTS WEARING TORN CLOTHES

Vice president of Alexandria University Mohamed Ismail decided to apply a fine of LE50 for misconduct of students on campus, including smoking, dumping rubbish, and writing on the wall. He also announced the prevention of entry for those who wear torn or ‘inappropriate’ clothing. 

Ismail confirmed that this decision was approved by the board of the Alexandria University and all the deans of the faculties of the branch, in order to preserve the values and ethics of the community and educational establishments.

Dean of Faculty of Agriculture at Alexandria University, Tarek Sorour, issued a decision banning torn pants and excessive jewellery on female students in September 2017.

Sorour claimed that torn trousers and revealing clothing that ‘stir up feelings’ among young people may cause sexual harassment incidents.

In statements to Al-Masry Al-Youm, Sorour said that torn trousers show students’ bodies, which he considered a breach of university traditions.

Feminist activists rejected the decision and described it as “unacceptable,” saying he had no right to define a particular garment for students, emphasizing that harassment can not be linked to dress.

Al-Masry Al-Youm, 16/3/2018
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FIVE ADDITIONAL ULTRAS AHLAWY FANS DETAINED OVER FOOTBALL RIOTS

The Supreme State Security Prosecution ordered on Sunday five additional hard-line fans of the al-Ahly Club (Ultras Ahlawy) to be detained for 15 days pending investigations over their alleged participation in riots that erupted after a match against Gabon’s CF Mounana at the Cairo Stadium on March 6, making the total number of suspects detained climb to 17.
The suspects face several charges, including joining and leading a group that aims to incite the disregard for the constitution and law, to prevent state institutions and public authorities from carrying out their work, and threatening the safety and security of society.

Ahly and Mounana faced off at the first leg of the first round of the CAF Champions League with Ahly winning the game 4-0.

Some of the fans reportedly shouted offensive slogans, and clashes broke out, which resulted in substantial damages to the stadium, making the prosecution open an investigation into the events.

The Ultras Ahlawy group issued a statement apologizing for the trouble which it said was caused by individuals who do not represent Ahly fans.

According to the preliminary investigations, some Ultras Ahlawy supporters went to a part of the stadium not reserved for spectators and clashed with security personnel there. They then started to chant hostile slogans and ignited fireworks and smashed chairs.

Investigations said some of the fans included members of the Muslim Brotherhood and planned to attack security forces.

Crowds have been banned from attending Egyptian football matches since clashes at a Port Said stadium in on 1 February 2012 left 74 people dead when fans of Port Said’s home team al-Masry stormed the pitch following a victory over Cairo-based Ahly. Eye-witness accounts said that security forces failed to intervene as the violence transpired.

Al-Masry Al-Youm, 18/3/2018
AG/MA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MO SALAH BECOMES TOP SCORER IN EUROPE’S TOP FIVE LEAGUES

Egyptian winger and Liverpool footballer Mohamed Salah has been crowned the top scorer in Europe’s top five leagues for the 2017/2018 season, overtaking football legend Lionel Messi with a four goal difference (28-24).
The feat was achieved after Salah scored his first super hat-trick on Saturday against British team Watford, granting Liverpool a 5-0 win in the 31st round of the Premier League.
On the top-five list, Salah and Messi are followed by Ciro Immobile, Harry Kane and Einson Cavani who all tie with Messi at 24 goals, followed by Lewandowski at 23 goals.
This puts Salah as one of the favorites for the prestigious European Golden Shoe for the season 2017/18.
Besides his four-goal-in-a-one-match achievement, Salah assisted in a fifth goal by Liverpool, thus further establishing himself as the season’s top scorer with a comfortable four-goal-lead over his nearest competitor.
Salah has never before scored a super hat-trick, neither with the Egyptian national team nor abroad.

But the 25-year-old has previously scored two regular hat-tricks (three goals) during his career. The first one was in 2013 with the Egyptian national team, when he scored three goals against Zimbabwe in the 2014 FIFA World Cup qualification, granting Egypt a 4-2 win.

Al-Masry Al-Youm, 18/3/2018
AG/MA

ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS

TURKEY SEEKS UP TO 15 YEARS JAIL FOR OPPOSITION NEWSPAPER STAFF IN TERROR CASE

Turkish prosecutors on Friday demanded prison sentences of up to 15 years for 13 staff from the opposition Cumhuriyet newspaper, the daily and state media reported.
A total of 17 current and former writers, cartoonists and executives from Cumhuriyet ("Republic") are currently on trial on terror charges in a case which has raised alarm over press freedom under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
The trial began on July 24, 2017, and despite several conditional releases in previous hearings including two last week, the paper's chairman Akin Atalay remains in jail.
The prosecutor requested between 7.5 and 15 years in jail for 13 staff for "helping an armed terror organisation without being a member" during the hearing in Istanbul, Cumhuriyet and state news agency Anadolu reported.
The 13 included Atalay, the daily's editor-in-chief Murat Sabuncu, investigative reporter Ahmet Sik, cartoonist Musa Kart and veteran political commentator Kadri Gursel.
Cumhuriyet did not specify what the prosecutor demanded in relation to the others.


The prosecutor also asked that Atalay -- who spent his 500th day in prison on Wednesday -- remain behind bars. 
The Cumhuriyet staff have been accused of coverage which offered support to three groups Turkey views as terrorists -- the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), the ultra-left Revolutionary People's Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C), and the movement of US-based preacher Fethullah Gulen who is accused of ordering the July 2016 attempted coup.
Al-Masry Al-Youm, 18/3/2018
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DECIPHERING SISI!

When President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi was elected president of the republic in the summer of 2014, he was known to have been “the strongman who made his way to power in a key Middle East country”, writes Abdel-Moni’m Saeed in an article in Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper on Sunday.

There has been a lot of fuss about whether the June 30 incidents had been a revolution or a coup, but in the end Sisi won fair election that no one cast doubt over.

However, no one in Washington was willing to give the new president a chance to express himself or his policies. Accordingly, there was a great need for deciphering Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi for the U.S. public opinion, something which I put in a paper, later on published by the Crown Center for Middle East Studies.

The pressing question is, “Who is Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi?” The answer comes in four forms: the religious, the professional military man, another Gamal Abdel-Nasser and – perhaps this is the most common – the savior who took the hopes of a popular upheaval to the presidential palace.

The mental map I have drawn of the new president to offer to the U.S. public opinion was about development and construction of Egypt, whose pillars are stability, institutionalization and spreading of values over two decades, and later on the Western standards may be applied.

The essence of this new Egypt rests on the concepts of hard work that makes unemployment retreat and large investments that raises the growth rate for the national income.

Four years have passed since President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi was first deciphered. 
The reality now attests that Egypt is pursuing a way he had heralded four years ago, despite terrorism, lack of a partisan political support and daily increase of the Egyptian population.

President Sisi is worthy of having four more years in order to resume his platform for Egypt.







Al-Masry Al-Youm, March 18
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A NEW SLAP FOR BROTHERHOOD

ABDEL AZIM DARWISH

A couple of days ago, the Egyptians abroad started lining up in front of thepolling stations to choose their leader for the coming four years. However, the achievements realized on the ground reveal that the one whom they chose already or the one whom some of them will select once again.

After 10 years, voting will start in Egypt and the citizens will not listen to the calls of the Brotherhood group urging them to boycott the elections.

The queuing of the citizens in front of the polling stations is "a new slap" on the face of the members of the terrorist Brotherhood group who wished the citizens would listen to their naïve calls of boycotting the elections, as such terrorists and their followers regard "Sisi" as their enemies and so they exert desperate attempts, pursuing all possible means to, to  topple[h1]  him or embarrass him in front of the world.

If the "hawks of Egypt" and its courageous soldiers offered their souls and lives in defending the nation against the black terrorism, so our contribution with them is represented in our participation in the voting process.

Similarly, all state bodies should assert their commitment to "full neutrality regarding the candidates" so as to ensure a transparent elections process.

However, the reality asserts that the electoral competition is confined between "Sisi" and "Moussa Moustafa" despite the  difficulties  which the latter faces in convincing the voter of his program in light of the achievements accomplished over the four past years, which he himself acknowledged.

AL WATAN MARCH 17
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EUROPEAN RACISM

The different approaches of Britain's accusation against Russia of poisoning the double agent Sergei Scribal and its handling of the Egyptian teen Mariam is the proper expression of an abhorrent racist spirit.

This spirit started to expand in some of the European scocieties and apparently reached the official circles.

The case of Mariam cannot be described as a criminal offence, but it is in every way a racist assault.

The details of the incident, its nature, how the pedestrians dealt with it and the offenders show that hatred, discrimination and violent tendencies against non-Europeans have started to spread.

Mariam's murder is not the first of its kind; and the way the authorities in states, where similar accidents took place, are reacting is not different from the ongoing investigations in Britain, which mostly end up to nothing.

It is neither about chanting, mutual incitement or calling for countermeasures, nor about threatening to cut ties; but there are some remarks that must be taken into consideration.

Most important of these remarks are the repeated assaults against Arabs or Muslims in Britain whose authorities keep insisting that they are only criminal offences. 

In addition, they refuse to deal with the incidents as racist assaults and to admit that hatred, violence and discrimination are spread in the society.                 

What happened in reality is that the British authorities did not adopt any effective or even limited measures to deal with violent and hatred tendencies of extremists. 

This has undoubtedly caused these tendencies to go beyond the far right to other sects of the society.   

This is not only limited to the British society, the "mother of democracy", which is overwhelmed by liberalism. 

Yet, there is evidence that this racist and aggressive mood is expanding to other European societies.   

It is interesting how the European Union was keen on issuing a statement on human rights conditions in Egypt; whereas it turns a blind eye to the racist crimes occurring on its lands and their prevention.

Moreover, assaults have escalated to public incitement against Arab organizations and figures by Qatari, terrorist and Egyptian bodies and groups that are protected and supported by the European authorities; some of them operate from within the UN offices in Europe.

The world is now facing the danger of violence and discrimination; no party shall survive at the expense of the other. 

If Europe does not respond to urges to cooperate, stop promoting lies of mercenaries, and funding terrorists; this will backfire on it.   

Al-Watan, March 17

AGA/MA           

EGYPTIAN VOTER TURNOUT IS TEST FOR IMMIGRATION MINISTER, AMBASSADOR

 The Egyptian Minister of Immigration Nabila Makram spent the past weeks traveling from one city to another, calling on Egyptians to participate in the presidential elections.

The poll kicked off abroad on March 15, and each Egyptian expat in any state positively responded to the minister's call, writes Soliman Gouda in an article in Al-Masry Al-Youm on Thursday.

When Egyptian expats show keenness on voting, they are fulfilling a national duty that they cannot refrain from, regardless of the minister's call. 

However, these Egyptian expats have rights that must be guaranteed by the minister, just as they have obligations towards their country, whether taking part in the elections or other duties.

Such rights are to be supported immediately and strongly by the minister whenever any citizen faces a situation that might affect their dignity or rights, first as a human being and then as an Egyptian.

Hence, the case of Egyptian student Mariam Mustafa is a test for the ministry of immigration and Makram till Mariam's parents and her country get their rights back.

Mariam, who was studying and living in the United Kingdom, was brutally assaulted in the street a few weeks ago. 

As a result she was taken to the nearest hospital in a critical condition, where she spent days in pain and fought for her life till she passed away.

Information released on the incident indicates that the surveillance cameras on the spot recorded the assault; which means that the offenders could be easily arrested and brought to justice.

Here emerges the need for Minister Makram and the Egyptian embassy in UK to act.  

Perhaps then the offenders would realize that a whole country (Egypt) with its government supports her; and that the minister would not waiver the right of any citizen for which she is responsible.

I know that the minister has originally delegated her assistant for expatriates' affairs, Samir Taha, to check on Mariam, hours after the accident took place.         

I know too that the Egyptian ambassador in London, Nasser Kamel, is exerting great effort to bust the offenders; and I know that Makram was touched knowing that Mariam passed away. 

I know all this, and I appreciate it; but what I want is for Mariam's family to get even with those who took the life of their beloved daughter.  

I want the British authorities to realize that the deceased has a ministry and an embassy in her back, and that these two belong to a state that would never compromise on its citizen's rights. 

I want the authorities concerned in the UK to understand that they are not the only ones which can make a fuss about Russia for taking down a guy named Sergei Scribal, who is a former Russian double agent now living in the UK, was poisoned with his daughter on March 4.        

Egypt can too act in a way that says that Mariam's life to it is no less important than the intoxicated double agent's is to the British.       

Al-Masry Al-Youm, March 15 

AGA /MA
SPORTS ARE NO LONGER SPORTS

 Sports have changed from what we used to know; namely the sporting spirit, international communication, exchanging experience, improving games and finally the equally important economic element.    

This is evident in what Al-Ahly Sporting School is facing of money and oil motivated external attempts to take over it, the internal conflicts over power happening in Zamalek SC, the objections against Qatar hosting World Cup 2020, and recently UK's formal boycott of Russia World Cup 2018.  

Sports officials could not separate it from politics, neither were politicians able to keep themselves detached from sports and athletes. 

As a result, this public entertainment outlet has become exposed to the tides of riot, boycott, disagreements, and frictions.  

All these should not have accessed the world of sports; till there is at least a fine line that could be used to bridge the gaps here and there, and it is ensured that the relations among peoples are separate from political disputes.            

All evidence proof that sports have become subject to politics and economy, and that money has become the main drive at the expense of values and history. 

Moreover, politics are casting shadows on the ultimate objective of sports. The audiences are watching from a distance although they are the true general assemblies, even if they are not members in this or that club.

Even the general assemblies have become divided within themselves between money power and establishing morals; and between sports principles and political polarization.

Meanwhile, many questions pose themselves on the arena, most important of which are: Is it appropriate that sports become subject to political storms and fluctuations? What does the sports international regulations have to say about this? 

Anyhow, the British Prime Minister Theresa May could have declared UK's withdrawal from Russia World Cup because of the ongoing tensions. However, the decision issued stated that neither the royal family nor the ministers would attend the inauguration or the games.

This assures that there is a sense of responsibility towards this event which is considered the most legendary in sports world.

Till recently some people used to wonder at how the sporting institutions transformed into big economic bodies that sell and buy players and buildings…etc. 

Yet, what is even more new to this is that sports have increasingly become a political pressure card, like never before; including players transferring from one club to another.   

Egypt was the region's only active actor in sports since the 1920s, at a time when many states have not even existed yet. 

Thus, the Egyptian audience won't accept undermining the past, the present nor the future for the sake of short-term and narrow-minded interests, whether political, economic, financial or material. 

This is especially important since we are about to play in the World Cup for the first time in 28 years and we should have prepared earlier by being independent on every side. 

Al-Masry Al-Youm, March 18              
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INTERVIEW
DELEGATION OF 50 US COMPANIES TO VISIT EGYPT
IN OCTOBER: AMCHAM

A delegation of 50 big American companies will be visiting Egypt in October, Head of the American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt (AmCham) Tarek Tawfik told reporters on the sidelines of the Door Knock mission in Washington.  He said that the visit will give the chance for American companies to know about the investment opportunities in Egypt. 

Tawfik said that this year’s mission is different as Egypt’s economic reform program starts to bear fruits. 

He referred to the legislative reform, such as the new investment law, the flotation of the Egyptian pound and slashing subsidies. 

He said that during the meetings, the American side has praised the reform steps led by President Abdel Fatah al-Sisi, who risked his popularity to implement the reforms. 

Tawfik added that the American side said that they observed a close relationship between Sisi and U.S. President Donald Trump, which was reflected in the visit of US senior officials to Egypt recently. 

Concerning investment, Tawfik said that American companies are now expanding in Egypt and that there is a good appetite to invest in Egypt; however bureaucracy should be addressed because 90 percent of small and medium companies cannot deal with bureaucracy unlike multinational companies. 

Tawfik added that the government is currently working on addressing this issue, saying that measures have already been introduced to facilitate procedures for investment. 

Members of AmCham arrived in Washington DC on March 11 to start the annual “Door Knock” mission in Washington. The mission, which took place from March 11-16, aimed to promote investment in Egypt. The delegation included 35 Egyptian companies. 

Bilateral Trade between Egypt and the U.S stood at $5.61 billion in 2017, compared to $4.97 billion in 2016, increasing by 13 percent, Trade Minister Tarek Kabil said last month. 

The most prominent Egyptian exports to the U.S include readymade garments, textiles, fertilizers, iron and steel, vegetables and fruits, while imports from the U.S include soya beans and civil aircrafts, Kabil said. 

U.S investments in Egypt currently stand at $2.4 billion represented in 1,222 projects in the fields of industry, services, construction, agriculture, communication and information technology, the minister said. 

He added that the U.S. investments in Egypt represent around 35.4 percent of the U.S’s total direct investment in Africa and 46.2 percent of its investment in the Middle East.

AL MASRY AL YOUM 18/3/2018
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MAHMOUD MOHIELDIN: EGYPT SHOULD IMMEDIATELY LAUNCH 
SOVEREIGN WEALTH FUND

World Bank Group Senior Vice President Mahmoud Mohieldin on Sunday said that Egypt needs to launch sovereign wealth fund to manage the sovereign and financial assets which are important in providing huge financial resources.

Egypt can make use of some countries experiences in this regard, such as Norway and Singapore, Mohieldin added.

He made the remarks in a meeting with the “Door-Knock” mission of the American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt (AmCham), currently visiting the US. 

The growth indicators of the global economy have not recovered after the global financial crisis of 2008 despite the relative improvement in investment, manufacturing and trade rates over the past period, Mohieldin said. 

There are global fears of new financial crises in the coming period for many reasons such as the potential negative effects of the so-called cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin, the WB official noted. 

He warned of such cryptocurrencies, pointing out that they are subject to no regulations. 

Mohieldin has stressed that Egypt needs a growth rate of 7% to improve the Egyptians standard of living. 

A growth rate of 3 or 4% that has been recorded in the recent years is not enough to make a significant improvement in the citizen’s standard of living, Mohieldin said. 

He noted that Egypt needs to raise the saving rate to 25-30% to achieve the targeted growth rates, pointing out that the current saving rate of Egypt ranges between 5 and 6%. 

Al Masry Al Youm 18/3/2018
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