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· EGYPTIAN-SUDANESE SUMMIT IN CAIRO MONDAY

· PRESIDENT SISI CALLS FOR  JOINING FORCES AGAINST ATTEMPTS TO DESTABILIZE ARAB COUNTRIES

· SISI ASSERTS EGYPT’S KEENNESS ON UPGRADING RELATIONS WITH UAE AT ALL LEVELS

· EGYPTIAN, UAE FMS  LAUNCH POLITICAL  CONSULTATION MECHANISM

·  DURING A PHONE CALL, EGYPTIAN, CYPRIOT PRESIDENTS DISCUSS MEANS TO  ENHANCE RELATIONS

· EGP 1.412 TRILLION IN VALUE OF NEW STATE BUDGET

· PM ISMAIL LAYS FOUNDATION STONE  FOR  BIGGEST  BUSINESS   DISTRICT IN ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL

· ISMAIL: 20 COMPANIES TO BE FLOATED FOR INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING (IPO)  IN BOURSE WITHIN 18 MONTHS

· EGYPT, U.N. SIGN STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT  WORTH  $1,2 BILLION

· U.S. STUDY: MOHAMED MORSI RETURNED  THOUSANDS OF TERRORISTS DETAINED IN EGYPTIAN JAILS TO AL QAEDA

· TURKISH FORCES OCCUPY AFRIN CITY, NORTH SYRIA

· POLLS CLOSE FOR EXPATS  IN EGYPT’S 2018 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
R O U N D - U P
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Monday receives Sudanese President Omar Al bashir who will arrive in Cairo within the framework of ongoing consultations between the two countries. Presidential spokesman Ambassador Bassam Radi said the two leaders are due to address means of enhancing sisterly relations between the two countries in order to enhance the interests of the Egyptian and Sudanese Peoples. The two leaders are due to hold a world Press conference.

-------------------------------------------------------

Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir will pay a few hours visit to Cairo Monday for talks with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi, Egypt's Ambassador to Sudan Osama Shaltout said.
In statements to MENA, Ambassador Shaltout also said that the talks between both presidents will tackle boosting bilateral cooperation.
-------------------------------------------------------

Presidential spokesman Bassam Radi highlighted the importance of the visit of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir to Cairo on Monday, saying it comes at a critical time.
-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has underlined the importance of upgrading relations between Egypt and the United Arab Emirates at all levels. The President furthermore underlined the need for sustaining discussions on different regional files, crises suffered by many countries in the region and the best way to settle these crises with the aim of ending the humanitarian sufferings spawned by them. The President hailed the special nature of Egyptian UQAE relations describing them as a model of strategic cooperation among Arab countries.

-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and his UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al Nahyan launched Sunday a political consultation mechanism between Egyptian and the UAE foreign Ministries. 

Launched at this time, the mechanism is meant to strengthen bilateral ties and cooperation, as well as consultation regarding the different regional and international files, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid.
-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said Egypt is seeking to unify the National Libyan army, and combat terrorism adding Egypt is sincerely seeking to support efforts to hold the Presidential elections in Libya in the near future and open new vistas of agreement on the future of Libya. 

He said Egypt is working for preserving the interests of the Libyan people and supporting the political agreement there. Minister Shoukry said Iranian and Turkish interference complicates the Syrian scene adding Egypt and the UAE are acting in cooperation with the UN to support the political course and unify the Syrian opposition. He stressed the need for eliminating terrorist organizations which destabilize the Syrian security. 
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian Foreign Ministry has a long history of defending Egypt's interests and maintaining its security, Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said on Sunday.
Speaking at a ceremony marking the Egyptian Diplomacy Day, Shoukry called on the ministry's staffers to spare no effort to defend Egypt during this critical period, according to the ministry's spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid.
-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi received Sunday a phone call from his Cypriot counterpart Nicos Anastasiades.
-------------------------------------------------------

Voting for expatriates in the presidential elections concluded in embassies and consulates around the world on Sunday, one week before polls are set to open domestically. 

Voting in Los Angeles and Canada will close on Monday due to the time zone difference.

-------------------------------------------------------

The operations room of the Immigration Ministry said Sunday voting in the presidential election abroad went on smoothly without any hurdles.
The operations room cited a high turnout by Egyptian expatriates in most of countries, especially Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Jordan and Kuwait.
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Immigration and Expatriates Affairs Nabila Makram asserted that the high turnout of Egyptian expatriates in the presidential polls has proven their keenness on participation in the political decision-making in their homeland.
-------------------------------------------------------

Turnout for the Egyptian presidential election in New Zealand and Australia was high, said Immigration Minister Nabila Makram Sunday. 
The voting process went just smoothly over three days, the minister said in press statements.
-------------------------------------------------------

Secretary of the House of Representatives' Foreign Relations Committee Ghada Agami said Sunday that votes of Egyptians abroad is a bullet in the heart of every cowardly terrorist trying to intimidate innocent people.
-------------------------------------------------------

Maya Morsy, the Chairwoman of the National Council for Women has expressed her appreciation and respect of Egyptian women abroad for their honorable performance during the voting process abroad. She said women at home will astonish the world during the elections which will be held on march 26-28. She said the Egyptian women abroad has offered a new model in patriotism and demonstrated Egypt's civilized face.
-------------------------------------------------------

Mohamed Abu Hashem, the Vice President of Al Azhar University said participation in elections which determines the future of the nation is a national duty. 
-------------------------------------------------------

The General Federation of Non governmental Organizations NGOs has set up a central operations room to face up to call for boycotting Presidential elections and urging voters to take part in elections.

-------------------------------------------------------

The family of Student Mariam Moustafa, who died three weeks after being left in a coma following the brutal assault outside a shopping centre in Nottingham last month, believed the attack on the 18-year-old was racially motivated after the Egyptian-born teenager was targeted by the same group of girls the previous month.
-------------------------------------------------------

In another context, Prosecutors in Rome have opened an investigation into the death of Mariam Moustafa, who was born in Rome.
The Rome prosecutor has asked the UK authorities to share details of the investigation, Italian media reported.
-------------------------------------------------------

Mauritanian Minister of Islamic Affairs and Traditional Education Ahmed Ould Ahl Dawood lauded the leading role of Al Azhar institution in the Islamic world. 
-------------------------------------------------------

The World Association for Al Azhar Graduates organized on Sunday a seminar for students coming from India as part of efforts to immune them against extremism and terrorism.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian embassy in Somalia delivered two tonnes of medical supplies to the Somalia's Health Ministry on Friday, Egypt's ambassador to Somalia Walid Ismail said in a statement on Sunday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Mohamed Abdel Maqsoud, an Egyptian journalist, has won the Al Owais Award in honor of 22 years of work with UAE media. 
Abdel Maqsoud is the first Egyptian to win the award, which is usually granted to UAE intellectuals. 
-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has congratulated Chinese President Xi Jinping for being re-elected for a new term. 
-------------------------------------------------------

The Ministry of Environment has organized a semi-regional workshop on managing information exchange among Arabic speaking countries. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Four massive stone blocks were transferred to the open-air museum in al Masalla area of Cairo's Matariya district on Sunday, said head of the Egyptian Antiquities Sector Ayman Ashmawi.
-------------------------------------------------------

Mohamed Abou El Enein, Chairman of the Egyptian-European Business Council, has said 100 scholarships would be granted to sons and daughters of martyrs of the Armed Forces and police to join the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport (AASTMT).
-------------------------------------------------------

While the self-proclaimed Islamic State has dominated the headlines and preoccupied national security officials for the past four years, Al-Qaeda has been quietly rebuilding. Its announcement last summer of another affiliate—this one dedicated to the liberation of Kashmir—coupled with the resurrection of its presence in Afghanistan and the solidification of its influence in Syria, Yemen, and Somalia, underscores the resiliency and continued vitality of the United States’ preeminent terrorist enemy, said a US study conducted by Bruce Hoffman and published in the Council on Foreign relations' website.

-------------------------------------------------------

Cairo Criminal Court adjourned on Sunday the trial of 23 terrorists of Ansar al Sharia Brigades to April 5.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Court of Cassation issued on Sunday a final acquittal for Mubarak-era culture minister Farouk Hosni, who was tried for profiteering while serving as minister.
-------------------------------------------------------

Head of the Administrative Prosecution Authority (APA) Feriyal Qotb on Sunday referred the former and current directors of the Egyptian Museum to an urgent trial over their alleged failure to develop the museum’s basement in spite of receiving an estimated LE10.5 million sum to implement the project.
-------------------------------------------------------

The prosecution has ordered the four-day detention pending investigation of a man who climbed to the top of the Great Pyramid of Giza with the intention of committing suicide by jumping off.
The prosecution charged the unnamed worker, who is in his 20s, with endangering himself and others as well as climbing the 4,500-year-old Pyramid of Khufu, which is prohibited by law.
-------------------------------------------------------

The cabinet approved, on Sunday, the draft budget of the FY 2018/2019 and submitted it to the House of Representatives (HoR) for approval.
-------------------------------------------------------

The government is keen on pushing forward the sustainable development plan in Upper Egypt, Minister of Planning Hala el Saeed said on Sunday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptian Ambassador to Canada Moataz Zaharan visited, on Sunday, the Egyptian pavilion at the Ottawa Travel and Vacation Show.
-------------------------------------------------------

In "Al-Ahram" symposium, Public Enterprise Sector Minister Khaled Badawi said that the current year will witness floating new 10 companies affiliated to the sector in the Egyptian bourse to be added to other 17 companies that are already enlisted in the bourse.

-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt and the United Nations (UN) inked, on Sunday, the Strategic Framework Agreement 2018-2022 at a total cost of $1.2 billion.
-------------------------------------------------------

Ismailia Governor Yassin Taher met with Italian Ambassador to Egypt Giampaolo Cantini on Sunday at the governorate's headquarters, as they discussed the economic potentials, activities and national projects and plans in the governorate.
-------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------
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EGYPTIAN SUDANESE SUMMIT IN CAIRO MONDAY

SISI CALLS FOR RALLYING RANKS AGAINST ATTEMPTS TO DESTABILIZE ARAB COUNTRIES

SISI STRESSES IMPORTANCE OF UPGRADING RELATIONS WITH UAE

EGYPT, CYPRUS PRESIDENTS DISCUSS BOOSTING RELATIONS

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Monday receives Sudanese President Omar Al bashir who will arrive in Cairo within the framework of ongoing consultations between the two countries. Presidential spokesman Ambassador Bassam Radi said the two leaders are due to address means of enhancing sisterly relations between the two countries in order to enhance the interests of the Egyptian and Sudanese Peoples. The two leaders are due to hold a world Press conference.

Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said Al Bashir's visit comes within the framework of non stop consultations between the leaderships of both countries.

Sisi, Bashir to hold talks in Cairo on Monday

Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir will pay a few hours visit to Cairo Monday for talks with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi, Egypt's Ambassador to Sudan Osama Shaltout said.
In statements to MENA, Ambassador Shaltout also said that the talks between both presidents will tackle boosting bilateral cooperation.
They will also cover regional and international issues of mutual concern, he said, adding that this is the 21st meeting between the two presidents since Sisi assumed office.
The visit comes to complete talks that were held between Sisi and Bashir in January in Addis Ababa where they agreed on the convening of four-way meetings in Cairo involving the foreign ministers and intelligence chiefs of both countries. 
He commended the impact of talks held by the Egyptian and Sudanese foreign ministers on the sidelines of a recent Arab League ministerial meeting on promoting strategic ties between the two neighboring countries.

Sudanese president’s visit to Cairo comes at critical time- official

Presidential spokesman Bassam Radi highlighted the importance of the visit of Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir to Cairo on Monday, saying it comes at a critical time.
Speaking to the private Extra News channel, Radi said the visit followed the meeting which gathered President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Al Bashir on January 28 on the sidelines of the African Union Summit in Addis Ababa.
Radi wished that the visit would enhance bilateral cooperation.
Sisi underlines importance of facing up to Arab National security risks 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has underlined the importance of upgrading relations between Egypt and the United Arab Emirates at all levels. The President furthermore underlined the need for sustaining discussions on different regional files, crises suffered by many countries in the region and the best way to settle these crises with the aim of ending the humanitarian sufferings spawned by them. The President hailed the special nature of Egyptian UQAE relations describing them as a model of strategic cooperation among Arab countries.

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi gave these remarks at his meeting Sunday with UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al Nahyan. The two sides also discussed ways of boosting economic and investment cooperation.
The meeting was attended by Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry, the acting intelligence chief and the UAE ambassador in Cairo.
The two sides tackled the latest regional developments and threats to Arab national security.
They underlined the importance of facing all attempts meant to undermine the Arab countries' security and stability.
Presidential Spokesman Bassam Radi said President Sisi underlined the importance of maintaining consultations over regional files and crises in the area to mull the best ways of settling them in a way that guarantees the integrity of the unrest-hit countries.
He said Egypt is keen on promoting fraternal relations with the UAE at all levels.
The UAE minister praised strategic relations binding the UAE with Egypt, underlining the importance of maintaining consultations towards different regional issues.
He also lauded remarkable progress realized in Egypt in different domains over the past period, wishing more prosperity and goodness to beloved Egypt. 

Egyptian, UAE FMs Launch Political Consultation Mechanism

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and his UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al Nahyan launched Sunday a political consultation mechanism between Egyptian and the UAE foreign Ministries. 

Launched at this time, the mechanism is meant to strengthen bilateral ties and cooperation, as well as consultation regarding the different regional and international files, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid.
Minister Shoukry welcomed organizing an Egyptian-UAE business forum on the sidelines of meetings of the Joint Egyptian-UAE economic committee, which was held in Cairo on Saturday.
The Egyptian top diplomat expressed happiness with the new partnership between Dubai Ports International (DPI) and the General Authority for Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone), which will help create new aspects of joint cooperation, the spokesman asserted.
Both ministers tackled means of enhancing bilateral economic and investment relations, Abu Zeid added. 
They also discussed the latest developments in Syria, Libya and Yemen, stressing the need to work together to encourage effective international and regional parties to act to avoid further escalation.
The top diplomats also stressed the importance of coordination and consultation to counter a growing interference in Arab internal affairs, which threatens the stability and security of the region.
The Egyptian and UAE sides probed joint efforts to fight terrorism, the spokesman added.
Shoukry posted the UAE top diplomat on the latest developments regarding Operation Sinai 2018, which is launched within the framework of Egypt's ongoing endeavors to fight terrorism and extremist ideologies, the spokesman concluded. 

Egypt, UAE Stress Imp. of Boosting Bilateral Cooperation to Face Challenges

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said Egypt is seeking to unify the National Libyan army, and combat terrorism adding Egypt is sincerely seeking to support efforts to hold the Presidential elections in Libya in the near future and open new vistas of agreement on the future of Libya. 

He said Egypt is working for preserving the interests of the Libyan people and supporting the political agreement there. Minister Shoukry said Iranian and Turkish interference complicates the Syrian scene adding Egypt and the UAE are acting in cooperation with the UN to support the political course and unify the Syrian opposition. He stressed the need for eliminating terrorist organizations which destabilize the Syrian security. 
Answering a question on the Crisis with Qatar, Minister Shoukry said there is nothing new on relations with Qatar calling on Doha to act sincerely for addressing concerns of the four boycotting countries . He denied reports on fixing a date for a meeting with the US envoy on the crisis with Qatar and reports on convening a US gulf summit in Camp David in the near future. 
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed have stressed the importance of the deep ties binding their two countries in various fields.

During a joint press conference held at the end of expanded talks between the two sides Sunday, Shoukry said that President Abdel Fattah El Sisi received the UAE foreign minister as the leadership in both countries asserted keenness on promoting bilateral cooperation.
He touched upon similar points of view regarding challenges facing the two countries. 
Shoukry also praised UAE support for Egypt during a critical stage of its history.
The meeting with Sheikh Abdullah also took up regional issues, topped by the Arab national security, as well as challenges in Yemen, Syria and Libya.
For his part, the UAE foreign minister said his talks with Sisi and Minister Shoukry focused on efforts to enhance bilateral relations and develop work between the two nations to counter challenges.
The talks also took up threats posed by Israel, Iran and Turkey, as well as aggression on Arab territories and interference in Arab affairs. 
Shoukry: Foreign Ministry has Long History of Defending Egypt's Interests

The Egyptian Foreign Ministry has a long history of defending Egypt's interests and maintaining its security, Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said on Sunday.
Speaking at a ceremony marking the Egyptian Diplomacy Day, Shoukry called on the ministry's staffers to spare no effort to defend Egypt during this critical period, according to the ministry's spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid.
Egypt managed to restore its leading role at the regional and international levels following the June 30 revolution, Shoukry noted.
On March 15, the Foreign Ministry celebrates the Egyptian Diplomacy Day marking the anniversary of resuming its activities after the Declaration of Independence from Britain on February 22, 1922. 


Egypt, Cyprus Presidents Discuss Bilateral Relations

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi received Sunday a phone call from his Cypriot counterpart Nicos Anastasiades.
The two leaders discussed means of boosting relations between Egypt and Cyprus at all levels, according to presidential spokesman Bassam Radi.
President Anastasiades expressed his keenness on boosting relations with Egypt in all fields and urged stepping up bilateral coordination to solve issues of mutual concern.
Sisi, for his part, praised strong and deeply-rooted ties with Cyprus in all fields to serve the best interests of the peoples of the two countries. 
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POLLS CLOSE FOR EXPATS IN EGYPT'S 2018 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

Voting for expatriates in the presidential elections concluded in embassies and consulates around the world on Sunday, one week before polls are set to open domestically. 

Voting in Los Angeles and Canada will close on Monday due to the time zone difference.

Voting abroad took place in 124 countries from March 16 to 18, with Egyptians at home due to vote from March 26 to 28.

Mahmoud El-Sherif, spokesman for the National Elections Authority (NEA), said there had been no early indicators of the turnout, but he revealed that Egyptian communities in Arab Gulf countries turned out in large numbers.

El-Sherif said that no complaints had been received over the three days of voting, adding that voting process had been well organized.

Meantime, Head of the National Elections Authority (NEA) Ibrahim Lasheen said the presidential election abroad went on smoothly in a civilized way.
The NEA received no complaints during the third and last day of the polls, he noted.
In statements, Lasheen said the highest turnout was recorded in the Gulf states.


Egypt's Presidential Elections Abroad Running Smoothly - Operations Room

The operations room of the Immigration Ministry said Sunday voting in the presidential election abroad went on smoothly without any hurdles.
The operations room cited a high turnout by Egyptian expatriates in most of countries, especially Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Jordan and Kuwait.
For two days, the operations room has been answering back 284 queries by Egyptian expatriates mainly related to the location of voting stations and necessary papers for voting.
Makram: Egyptian Expats Proved their Keenness on Participation in Political Decision-Making

Minister of Immigration and Expatriates Affairs Nabila Makram asserted that the high turnout of Egyptian expatriates in the presidential polls has proven their keenness on participation in the political decision-making in their homeland.
In statements to "Extra News" on Sunday, the minister greeted all Egyptian expatriates who flocked to electoral committees at Egyptian embassies and consulates abroad, adding that their participation proved their affiliation to their country.
She said the high turnout of Egyptians at the polling stations has given a strong message to foreign media which is trying to show a negative image about Egypt.
The minister also voiced her great appreciation to Egyptians in Kuwait and thanked the Kuwaiti authorities which extended help to Egyptians to ease their arrival to the diplomatic missions in Kuwait to cast their ballots.

Minister: High Turnout for Egyptian Presidential Election in New Zealand, Australia

Turnout for the Egyptian presidential election in New Zealand and Australia was high, said Immigration Minister Nabila Makram Sunday. 
The voting process went just smoothly over three days, the minister said in press statements.
Egyptian expatriates have shown that they are a significant power that contributes to the making of political decisions, Makram noted. 
The participation of expatriates sends a positive message to Egyptians at home and refutes claims by international media of a low turnout, she said. 
Polling stations in the Egyptian embassies in Wellington and Canberra and the consulates in Sydney and Melbourne will close at 9.00 p.m. local time, the minister added. 



House Delegation in Kuwait Praises Election Turnout

Secretary of the House of Representatives' Foreign Relations Committee Ghada Agami said Sunday that votes of Egyptians abroad is a bullet in the heart of every cowardly terrorist trying to intimidate innocent people.
In statements during a visit to the election station at the Egyptian embassy among a parliamentary delegation, Agamy said queues of voters at the Egyptian embassy in Kuwait makes people proud and full of optimism for the future of Egypt.
The long lines of voters reflect keenness of expatriates on maintaining connection with their homeland, she said.
Secretary of the Parliament's Human Rights Committee Margaret Azer said voters casting ballots in Kuwait represent all Egyptian men, women, youth and the elderly. Even people of special needs were keen to cast their votes, she said.
The Egyptian parliamentary delegation praised preparations taken by the Egyptian embassy in Kuwait to facilitate the election process.
Egypt's Ambassador to Kuwait Tareq el Quni hailed the awareness of the Egyptian community in Kuwait and their distinguished role in supporting the Egyptian state through their high turnout in the election process.

National Council for Women: Egyptian Women at Home will Astonish the World

Maya Morsy, the Chairwoman of the National Council for Women has expressed her appreciation and respect of Egyptian women abroad for their honorable performance during the voting process abroad. She said women at home will astonish the world during the elections which will be held on march 26-28. She said the Egyptian women abroad has offered a new model in patriotism and demonstrated Egypt's civilized face.
Campaigns to Resume Activity

The Presidential campaigns or candidates Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Moussa Moustafa Moussa will resume activity to urge citizens to take part in elections following the end of the five day voting silence. These campaigns will get more momentum following the high turnout by the Egyptians abroad.
Al Azhar University: Participation in Elections is a National Duty 

Mohamed Abu Hashem, the Vice President of Al Azhar University said participation in elections which determines the future of the nation is a national duty. 
He said the June 30 revolution which was launched by the people has aborted all schemes which are plotted against the middle east as whole.

He said the Egyptian people are capable of selecting their policies and leadership and determining their future without any interference in their affairs.

Operations Room Set up in Preparation for Elections at Home 

The General Federation of Non governmental Organizations NGOs has set up a central operations room to face up to call for boycotting Presidential elections and urging voters to take part in elections.

Talaat Abdel Qawy, the Chairman of the federation said Egypt has 48,000 NGOs which are confronting calls for boycotting elections at home and abroad.

ALL PAPERS
AM/SA
EGYPT
SISTER OF EGYPTIAN NATIONAL KILLED IN UK:
 MARIAM'S DEATH RACIALLY MOTIVATED
The family of Student Mariam Moustafa, who died three weeks after being left in a coma following the brutal assault outside a shopping centre in Nottingham last month, believed the attack on the 18-year-old was racially motivated after the Egyptian-born teenager was targeted by the same group of girls the previous month.
Sister Malak, 16, said that she and her sister had previously clashed with the girls in August last year "because they said we were staring at them".
She added: “She recognized them from the first attack and tried to walk away but they started shouting at her and followed her.
"They called Mariam ‘Black Rose’ because someone on social media with that name had been arguing with them. I think it was Instagram", she noted.
"But Mariam said it wasn’t her and they called her a liar and started to attack her", she added.
She went on to say: "Then they started to push her and hit her and she ended up in a coma and died".
Rome Prosecutor Opens Investigation into Mariam Moustafa's Death
In another context, Prosecutors in Rome have opened an investigation into the death of Mariam Moustafa, who was born in Rome.
The Rome prosecutor has asked the UK authorities to share details of the investigation, Italian media reported.
The Italian foreign ministry said the ambassador to the UK was closely following the investigation.
UK police said more tests would take place to establish if there was a link between the assault and her death.
Investigators said they were keeping an "open mind" about whether the attack on Miss Moustafa, an engineering student at Nottingham College was racially motivated.
A 17-year-old girl, who was arrested on suspicion of assault occasioning grievous bodily harm, remains on bail.
AL-AKHBAR, P3
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MAURITANIAN MINISTER PRAISES AZHAR'S ROLE

Mauritanian Minister of Islamic Affairs and Traditional Education Ahmed Ould Ahl Dawood lauded the leading role of Al Azhar institution in the Islamic world. 
These remarks were made to MENA on Sunday on the sidelines of Al Azhar Grand Imam Ahmed El Teyyab's visit to Mauritania. 
Meanwhile, the grand imam held a meeting with Mauritanian scholars and thinkers, during which he discussed the role of scholars in confronting extremism.
Islamic Gathering in West Africa Commends Tayyeb's Visit to Mauritania
For its part, The Islamic Cultural Gathering in Mauritania and West Africa hailed the current visit of Tayyeb to Mauritania.
In a statement on Sunday, the gathering's president, Sheikh Mohamed Al Hafiz Al Nahawi, underlined the importance of the visit which is the first by Al Azhar grand imam.
He voiced hope that the visit would boost academic and religious cooperation between Egypt and Mauritania. 
He also wished the visit would help bolster Islamic unity.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR AZHAR GRADUATES HOLDS SEMINAR
 TO PROTECT STUDENTS FROM TERRORISM

The World Association for Al Azhar Graduates organized on Sunday a seminar for students coming from India as part of efforts to immune them against extremism and terrorism.
The event is the first in a series of seminars meant to interact with students coming from abroad to face extremist ideas.
The seminar was held under the theme of Al Azhar's role in facing extremist thought with the participation of top scholars of Al Azhar.
The scholars called on Muslim countries to take steps to protect youths from destructive ideas.
Youssef Amer, vice president of Al Azhar University for Students' Affairs, said extremist thoughts originate from the misinterpretation of Islamic Sharia rules and texts.
The seminar held an open dialogue between students and Al Azhar scholars as regards the concepts of Jihad, takfir and tolerant teachings of Islam.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT DONATES TWO TONNES OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES TO SOMALIA: AMBASSADOR

The Egyptian embassy in Somalia delivered two tonnes of medical supplies to the Somalia's Health Ministry on Friday, Egypt's ambassador to Somalia Walid Ismail said in a statement on Sunday.
The humanitarian aid shipment was donated by the Egyptian Agency of Partnership for Development (EAPD), which is part of the Egyptian foreign ministry.
Ismail said that the aid was donated as a matter of "brotherly relations" between the two countries, as Egypt helps a partner to combat drought and related diseases, as well as severe injuries resulting from terrorist attacks.
Somalia is suffering from a prolonged, devastating civil war between the government and radical militant groups.
Egypt has been providing aid to help the Somali government cope with the consequences of the conflict.
In May 2017, the Egyptian Armed Forces sent a military transport plane with food and medical supplies to Somalia.
AL-AHRAM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPTIAN JOURNALIST WINS AL OWAIS AWARD IN UAE

Mohamed Abdel Maqsoud, an Egyptian journalist, has won the Al Owais Award in honor of 22 years of work with UAE media. 
Abdel Maqsoud is the first Egyptian to win the award, which is usually granted to UAE intellectuals. 
Abdel Maqsoud deserved the award for his contribution to the cultural and media sectors in the UAE, said chairman of the committee organizing the event Sultan Saqar al Sweidi in statements to MENA Sunday. 
The Al Owais Awards are a bi-annual prize for artistic and cultural achievement in the Arab world. It is administered by the Sultan Bin Al Owais Cultural Foundation of the UAE.
The award was established by the late Emirati businessman and philanthropist Sultan Bin Ali Al Owais. The awards were first given out in 1988-89.
Al Owais Cultural Awards are given in four categories: Poetry, Novels, Criticism and Studies.
Winners in each category receive a prize of $100,000 for a total of $400,000 making it one of the richest literary prizes in the world. A fifth award called the Sultan Bin Ali Al Owais Award for Scientific and Cultural Achievement has different rules and criteria, with a prize amount of $100,000.
MENA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PRESIDENT SISI CONGRATULATES XI ON NEW PRESIDENTIAL TERM

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has congratulated Chinese President Xi Jinping for being re-elected for a new term. 
A statement by the presidency said Sunday Sisi wished Xi success and the Chinese people further progress and prosperity. 
Sisi hailed as "strong and distinguished" ties between Cairo and Beijing, noting that the two sides are acting to further boost bilateral cooperation to better serve the best interests of their peoples.
AL-AHRAM & MENA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY ORGANIZES WORKSHOP 
ON MANAGING BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
The Ministry of Environment has organized a semi-regional workshop on managing information exchange among Arabic speaking countries. 
The workshop is meant to provide technical support for and build skills of Arab countries through activating terms of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and an international strategic plan 2011-2020, said Environment Minister Khaled Fahmi Sunday. 
The workshop is meant to hone skills of directors of the Arab information exchange chamber and facilitate scientific and technological cooperation among Arab countries, he noted.
AL-AKHBAR & MENA

4 STONE BLOCKS TRANSFERRED TO OPEN-AIR MUSEUM
 IN CAIRO'S MATARIYA DISTRICT
Four massive stone blocks were transferred to the open-air museum in al Masalla area of Cairo's Matariya district on Sunday, said head of the Egyptian Antiquities Sector Ayman Ashmawi.
The four blocks were unearthed during the 2005 and 2012 excavations of the Egyptian-German archaeological mission operating in Matariya district, Ashmawi, the Egyptian chairman of the mission, said.
Among the pieces are the bust of the red granite-made statue of King Snousert I, one of the great Kings of the medium kingdom (dynasty XII) and basalt-made blocks with inscriptions written in Egyptian hieroglyphs.
The museum was open in mid February and it includes the obelisk of King Snousert I in addition to 135 artifacts from ancient times to the modern era.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
100 SCHOLARSHIPS GRANTED TO SONS, DAUGHTERS OF MARTYRS: 
ABOU EL ENEIN
Mohamed Abou El Enein, Chairman of the Egyptian-European Business Council, has said 100 scholarships would be granted to sons and daughters of martyrs of the Armed Forces and police to join the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport (AASTMT).
Addressing the International Maritime Transport & Logistics Conference (MARLOG 7), organized by the AASTMT, Abou El Enein said he appreciated the martyrs' sacrifices.
He underlined the importance of the conference for the Egyptian economy. 
"Egypt's geographical location in the world makes the maritime transport sector a key element of the country's development process," he said. 
The AASTMT is organizing the conference in cooperation with Marseille Fos Port, Valenciaport Foundation for Research, Promotion and Commercial Studies of the Valencian region (Valenciaport Foundation), Suez Canal Authority (SCA) and Suez Canal Economic Zone (SCZone).
AL-AHRAM & MENA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MORSI FREES THOUSANDS OF QAEDA PRISONERS, STUDY FINDS
While the self-proclaimed Islamic State has dominated the headlines and preoccupied national security officials for the past four years, Al-Qaeda has been quietly rebuilding. Its announcement last summer of another affiliate—this one dedicated to the liberation of Kashmir—coupled with the resurrection of its presence in Afghanistan and the solidification of its influence in Syria, Yemen, and Somalia, underscores the resiliency and continued vitality of the United States’ preeminent terrorist enemy, said a US study conducted by Bruce Hoffman and published in the Council on Foreign relations' website.

Although al-Qaeda’s rebuilding and reorganization predates the 2011 Arab Spring, the upheaval that followed helped the movement revive itself. At the time, an unbridled optimism among local and regional rights activists and Western governments held that a combination of popular protest, civil disobedience, and social media had rendered terrorism an irrelevant anachronism. 
The longing for democracy and economic reform, it was argued, had decisively trumped repression and violence. However, where the optimists saw irreversible positive change, al-Qaeda discerned new and inviting opportunities, the study stated.
The thousands of hardened al-Qaeda fighters freed from Egyptian prisons in 2012–2013 by former President Mohammed Morsi galvanized the movement at a critical moment, when instability reigned and a handful of men well-versed in terrorism and subversion could plunge a country or a region into chaos. Whether in Libya, Turkey, Syria, or Yemen, their arrival was providential in terms of advancing al-Qaeda’s interests or increasing its influence, the study added.
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COURT ADJOURNS TRIAL OF 23 ANSAR AL SHARIA ELEMENTS TO APRIL 5
Cairo Criminal Court adjourned on Sunday the trial of 23 terrorists of Ansar al Sharia Brigades to April 5.
The trial was postponed to hear testimonies of witnesses after the court completed unsealing the exhibits of the case.
The defendants face charges of murdering 12 police personnel, attempting to murder nine others, possessing firearms and manufacturing explosives.
Investigations revealed that the prime suspect el Sayyed el Sayyed Ata Morsy had formed the terrorist group to spread extremist thoughts, carry out attacks on military and police personnel and target Copts, their places of worship and property.
According to the probe, the suspect had helped the group carry out several terrorist operations, ordered members to fight in Syria, trained others in making bombs and provided them with shelter.
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COURT ISSUES FINAL ACQUITTAL FOR MUBARAK-ERA CULTURE MINISTER
The Court of Cassation issued on Sunday a final acquittal for Mubarak-era culture minister Farouk Hosni, who was tried for profiteering while serving as minister.
The court rejected on Sunday an appeal by the prosecution against an acquittal order by a criminal court in January 2013.
In 2013, Hosni was found not guilty of making illicit gains and profiteering from October 1987 to January 2011.
The January decision came several months after Cairo Administrative Court reversed a verdict freezing Hosni's assets worth LE9 million.
Last week, Cairo Criminal Court dismissed a corruption case against Mubarak-era steel tycoon Ahmed Ezz and the former head of the Industrial Development Authority Amr Assal, removing their names from a travel ban list after the pair reached a financial settlement with the state.
Ezz will pay LE1.7 billion as part of a reconciliation deal with the Egyptian government, according to Prosecutor-General Nabil Sadek.
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DIRECTORS OF EGYPTIAN MUSEUM REFERRED TO TRIAL OVER FAILURE 
TO CARRY OUT MUSEUM DEVELOPMENT
Head of the Administrative Prosecution Authority (APA) Feriyal Qotb on Sunday referred the former and current directors of the Egyptian Museum to an urgent trial over their alleged failure to develop the museum’s basement in spite of receiving an estimated LE10.5 million sum to implement the project.
The APA received a report from the Supreme Council of Antiquities and attached a report by the Accountability State Authority (ASA) concerning claimed irregularities in the development project.
Investigations into the case have already begun with prosecutors having heard testimonies of officials from the Antiquities Ministry and the architect of the museum, who all acknowledged that the artifacts contained in the basement should have been evacuated to make way for its development.
The witnesses said that it was imperative for the successive directors of the Egyptian Museum during the contract period to put in place a timetable to evacuate the basement, in whole or in part, to enable development work as stipulated under the contract.
The contract maintained that the museum administration agreed to partially empty the basement in order to make way for the agreed upon renovations. However, investigations revealed that not more than 40 percent of the renovations have been completed.
The investigation also revealed that the suspects should have addressed the Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Antiquities to inform him of the plan of the evacuation in order for the project to be implemented.
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PROSECUTION ORDERS DETENTION OF MAN WHO ATTEMPTED TO COMMIT SUICIDE BY JUMPING OFF GREAT PYRAMID
The prosecution has ordered the four-day detention pending investigation of a man who climbed to the top of the Great Pyramid of Giza with the intention of committing suicide by jumping off.
The prosecution charged the unnamed worker, who is in his 20s, with endangering himself and others as well as climbing the 4,500-year-old Pyramid of Khufu, which is prohibited by law.
According to the prosecution, the tourism police arrested the man on Saturday after they – with the help of the man's father and sister – were able to talk him out of committing suicide.
Investigators say the man suffered a psychotic break triggered by problems with his neighbors, which sparked his suicidal thoughts.
Egypt has strict rules against scaling pyramids, which is punishable by up to three years in prison.
In February 2016, Egypt's antiquities ministry sent an official notice to the German embassy in Egypt informing them that a German citizen had been banned from visiting Egypt after he scaled a pyramid to shoot a collection of photographs and videos of the Giza Plateau.

AL-AHRAM

WALI: PARTICIPATION IN PARALYMPICS PART OF STATE DIRECTIVES TO DECLARE 2018 "YEAR OF DISABLED"
Minister of Social Solidarity Ghada Wali said that her participation in the opening ceremony of the Special Olympics MENA Games Abu Dhabi 2018 Saturday evening falls within the framework of the ministry's keenness on supporting the file of persons with special needs, in conformity with President Abdel Fattah El Sisi's directives to declare 2018 the year of the disabled.
A statement released by the ministry on Sunday said Wali stood alongside the participating Egyptian delegation which comprises 160 players to take part in 16 games.
The Egyptian mission is competing in all games and their participation is considered the largest in the history of the Paralympics.
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ZAMALEK SUFFER SHOCK CONFED CUP EXIT AFTER SHOOTOUT DEFEAT
Al Zamalek suffered a shock exit from the CAF Confederation Cup round of 32 after losing 4-3 on penalties to Ethiopia's Wolaitta Dicha following a 2-2 aggregate draw in Cairo on Sunday.
After losing 2-1 in Hawassa earlier this month, Zamalek triumphed with the same scoreline in regular time to force a penalty shootout that condemned them to a bitter exit at the first hurdle. 
Playmaker Ahmed Madbouli gave the hosts the lead from the spot following a disputed penalty on the stroke of half-time before adding another goal just three minutes after the break.
An ill-fated mistake from international keeper Ahmed El-Shennawi, however, allowed the visitors to stun the home crowd through Abdul-Samad Ali in the 52nd minute to level the aggregate score. 
The match went straight into penalties, where Zamalek playmaker Ayman Hefni struck the bar and midfielder Mahmoud Abdel-Aziz had a tame effort saved to allow Dicha to cause a huge upset.
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ECONOMY
CABINET APPROVES DRAFT BUDGET OF FY 2018/2019 

The cabinet approved, on Sunday, the draft budget of the FY 2018/2019 and submitted it to the House of Representatives (HoR) for approval.
Speaking at a press conference following the cabinet meeting, Prime Minister Sherif Ismail said that the government will offer stakes of around 20 companies as part of a program on initial public offering (IPO) state enterprises in a year and a half from now.
Ten of these companies are listed in the Egyptian Stock Exchange (EGX), Ismail pointed out.
The government eyes around LE1.4 trillion budget and a growth rate of 5.8 percent, he added. 

Gov't focuses on sustainable development in Upper Egypt: min.

The government is keen on pushing forward the sustainable development plan in Upper Egypt, Minister of Planning Hala el Saeed said on Sunday.
Saeed’s comments came in a press conference after the cabinet meeting, during which outlines of the medium term sustainable development plan till the FY 2021/2022 and investments estimated in the plan's first year 2018/2019 were reviewed.
This came amid the government’s keenness on continuing its economic, social and administrative reforms, she noted.
The government's focusing on Upper Egyptian governorates aims at narrowing developmental gaps in remote places and activating role played by youth and women in the economic field. 

Cabinet approves loan agreement with AfDB

The Cabinet approved, on Sunday, a 150-million-dollar loan agreement with the African Development Bank (AfDB) to develop water and sanitation projects in the Giza village of Abu Rawash, Investment and International Cooperation Minister Sahar Nasr said.
Speaking in a press conference, Nasr said that the Egyptian government gives priority to funding infrastructure projects nationwide. 

Housing units for all social standards, jobs in New Administrative Capital

On the other hand, Ismail said, on Sunday, that the New Administrative Capital will include housing units for all social standards and provide new jobs for youth during the construction works and afterwards.
The New Administrative Capital is considered an integral city that comprises all activities and represents the vision of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi in establishing new and modern cities, he added.
The state seeks to turn the area into the largest business hub in the Middle East and North Africa region, he said, referring to around $3 billion of investment in the money and business district which will be implemented within three years.

PM lays foundation stone of new Business District in Administrative Capital

Ismail laid, on Sunday, the foundation stone of the Central Business District designed to attract international and global enterprises in the New Administrative Capital. 
Housing Minister Mustafa Madbouli, head of the New Administrative Capital Company Ahmed Zaki Abdine, the Chinese ambassador in Cairo and a host of senior officials attended the ceremony.
Ismail said that this ceremony is held under the sponsorship of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping.
He lauded the giant project which is carried out by a Chinese company in cooperation with Egyptian contracting companies.
The project will include 20 residential, service, administrative and business towers, including a 385-meter-high tower that could be the tallest in Africa.
The three-billion-dollar project will be funded by a Chinese loan. The New Urban Communities Authority has paid 15 percent of the value of the loan as a down-payment while the rest will be re-paid over ten years with a 42-month grace period.
The project covers 1.7 million square meters of lands.
Madbouli briefed the premier on the initial designs of the towers, adding that the land of the project was handed over to the Chinese company to start immediate construction works.
The new capital will consist of 8 residential neighborhoods in addition to a central business district, an embassies district, a government district, a banking district, the city center, the City of Justice, Knowledge Land (smart village) and a cultural city. 
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EGYPTIAN AMB. VISITS EGYPTIAN PAVILION IN OTTAWA TRAVEL SHOW

Egyptian Ambassador to Canada Moataz Zaharan visited, on Sunday, the Egyptian pavilion at the Ottawa Travel and Vacation Show.
The Egyptian Foreign Ministry said that the fair's visitors hailed the Egyptian pavilion as encouraging for visiting Egypt in the coming period.
The pavilion had bright tourism promotion placards and booklets about tourism in Egypt. 

MENA
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PUBLIC ENTERPRISE SECTOR MIN. IN "AL-AHRAM" SYMPOSIUM: 
PRESIDENT SISI HAS A FULL KNOWLEDGE OF COs' PROBLEMS, 
DIRECTS SOLVING THEM RADICALLY

In "Al-Ahram" symposium, Public Enterprise Sector Minister Khaled Badawi said that the current year will witness floating new 10 companies affiliated to the sector in the Egyptian bourse to be added to other 17 companies that are already enlisted in the bourse.

He noted that the he has inked an agreement with the finance ministry in this regard.

The minister added that president Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi has a full knowledge of the problems of the companies and asked for solving them radically.

We have 214,000 workers and nobody will be harmed because of the development plans, the minister added.

The problems of ailing companies should be solved via brave reform, the minister went on to say.

A decision had been made to stop the tender of developing Helwan plant, as Egypt does not need a rebar plant now, the minister went on to say.

AL-AHRAM P6
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EGYPT, UN INK STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT WORTH $1.2BN

Egypt and the United Nations (UN) inked, on Sunday, the Strategic Framework Agreement 2018-2022 at a total cost of $1.2 billion.
The UN framework agreement is based on four pillars including comprehensive economic development, social justice, women empowerment and sustainable management of natural resources. 
The partnership agreement was inked by Investment and International Cooperation Minister Sahar Nasr and UN Resident Coordinator in Egypt Richard Dictus.
The agreement aims at supporting the Egyptian government's efforts seeking to achieve Cairo's national development plans.
UN Strategic Framework 2018-2022 was outlined in accordance with the outcome of the national consultations that were held with the participation of representatives of a number of Egyptian ministries and competent bodies along with its development partners and UN organizations 
In a statement, Nasr said that the deal was reached upon consultations with about 400 bodies representing ministries and competent governmental bodies alongside the steering committee members of the partnership framework.
UN organizations operating in Egypt as well as non-governmental associations and the private sector took part in the consultations, Nasr added.
The framework agreement comes in line with the priorities of the Egyptian people and the government's program for the coming years, she noted. 
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ISMAILIA GOVERNOR, ITALIAN AMB. DISCUSS ECONOMIC COOP. 

Ismailia Governor Yassin Taher met with Italian Ambassador to Egypt Giampaolo Cantini on Sunday at the governorate's headquarters, as they discussed the economic potentials, activities and national projects and plans in the governorate.
During the meeting, Cantini said that he was happy to visit Ismailia for the first time, referring to its strategic position as part of the Suez Canal Economic Zone.
The ambassador also noted that a number of memos were concluded between the two countries, covering cooperation in maritime, international trade, as well as the ongoing logistical projects in the Suez Canal economic zone and the development projects in Sinai. 

MENA
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SUPPLY MIN., BUSINESSMEN REVIEW INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Supply Minister Ali Moselhi had talks, on Sunday, with a number of investors in the field of establishing and developing logistical zones and mega markets.
The talks tackled the ministry's investment plan under which mammoth logistical zones will be established in line with directives of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi.
Moselhi said that the Egyptian market is promising and needs pumping more investments.
Chairman of the Food Industries Holding Company (FIHC) Alaa Fahmy attended the meeting alongside Chairman of the Internal Trade Development Authority Ibrahim Ashmawi, Chairman of the Al Suwaidi Electric Group Ahmed Al Suwaidi, Head of the company's Development Sector Nadia Hamza, Chief Operating Officer of Majid Al Futtaim Group Dr. Herve Magdieh and Carrefour Egypt Manager Jean Luc. 
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PETROLEUM MIN. REVIEWS INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
WITH CHAIRMEN OF POWERCHINA, METHANEX

Petroleum Minister Tareq el Molla separately met, on Sunday, with the chairmen of PowerChina and Methanex Corporation to discuss means of boosting cooperation with Cairo and expanding in Egypt. 
In his meeting with Yan Zhiyong of PowerChina, Molla discussed infrastructure projects, as well as investment opportunities in the petroleum sector. 
Molla, in his meeting with Senior Vice President of Methanex Corporation Brad Boyd, discussed means to expand activities in Egypt through increasing production of methanol, which now stands at 1.3 million tons, according to a statement by the Petroleum Ministry. ​​​​​​​​​​​They also talked about a new production line, the statement said. 

ALL PAPERS & MENA 
INDUSTRY MIN. LEAVES FOR BRUSSELS TO ATTEND 10th UNION FOR MEDITERRANEAN TRADE CONF.

Industry Minister Tareq Qabil left Cairo, on Sunday, for Brussels to attend the 10th Union for the Mediterranean Trade Ministerial Conference.
In a statement on Sunday, the minister said that the meeting will focus on Euro-Mediterranean cooperation, especially in the trade domain.
The talks will also tackle promoting current free trade agreements and inking new comprehensive free trade deals.
The conference will gather the 43 Trade Ministers of the Union for the Mediterranean Member States. 

The conference is expected to develop initiatives to facilitate and increase trade and investment flows, in order to enhance and strengthen the mutually-beneficial economic integration process in the Mediterranean region. 
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AGRICULTURE MIN. TO ATTEND ABU DHABI-HOSTED 
INT'L DATE PALM CONF. 

Agriculture Minister Abdel-Monem el-Banna is set to participate in the International Date Palm Conference in Abu Dhabi on March 19-21.
In press statements on Sunday, the minister said that he will review Egypt's experience in developing the sector, noting that representatives of around 40 countries will be attending.
International and regional bodies will also be present.
The gathering is a chance to share up-to-date technologies in this domain, added the minister. 

As many as 181 scientific papers will be mulled at the conference. 
On the sidelines of the conference, the winners in an agricultural innovation competition will be granted awards.

AL-GOMHORIA P2 & MENA

CAPMAS: NUMBER OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT VEHICLES 
HIT ALMOST 8.9 THOUSAND

The number of vehicles owned by the Public Transportation Authority reached 8.9 thousand buses and mini-buses in 2016-2017, up by 0.5 percent compared to the year before, according to figures released by the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics (CAPMAS).
In a country with chronic and severe traffic problems, as well as an ever-growing population, the number of people using different forms of public transportation reached 2.17 billion passengers in 2016/2017, up by 0.4 percent compared to the previous year, according to CAPMAS.
The total number of public transport tracks reached 2,003 lines in 2016/2017 compared to 2,500 in the year before, down by 8.3 percent due to the setback in the activities of some cooperatives that have been operating extra buses to help meet the needs of the huge number of passengers.

AL-GOMHORIA P2 & MENA
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS
TURKISH FORCES SEIZE SYRIAN CITY OF AFRIN
Turkish forces have seized control of the Syrian city of Afrin. A source in President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's office said in a statement, that as of Sunday morning, the Turkish military and its Free Syrian Army allies have seized control of the city center. The northwestern, Kurdish-majority city has been the target of a two-month Turkish offensive against a Syrian Kurdish militia, known as the People's Defense Units, or YPG, despite calls from Europe and elsewhere for the operation to end.
The Turkish assault on Afrin raises tensions with the U.S. Turkey views the Kurdish fighters as terrorists, even though the U.S. has armed and trained some to fight against Islamic State forces in Syria.
Reuters reports that Erdogan said, "Units of the Free Syrian Army, which are backed by Turkish armed forces, took control of the center of Afrin this morning." He added that a "large number" of Kurdish fighters had "fled with their tail between their legs," and that de-mining operations in the city are underway.
Turkish army infantry commander killed during Operation "Olive Branch" in Afrin
The Turkish authorities announced on Sunday that a Turkish army infantry commander succumbed to the wounds he sustained during operation "Olive Branch" in mid March, Russia Today reported quoting Turkish media.
The Turkish military said Sunday it had taken complete control of the Afrin town center in northwestern Syria.
“The Afrin town center was taken under control by Turkish Armed Forces and Free Syrian Army,” the General Staff said on its official Twitter account.
A search operation for mines and improvised explosive devices is under way, it added.
Earlier, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced that Turkey-backed forces took complete control of the Afrin town center.
Putin Wins Another Six Years At Russia's Helm In Landslide Victory
Russian President Vladimir Putin won a landslide re-election victory on Sunday, extending his rule over the world's largest country for another six years at a time when his ties with the West are on a hostile trajectory.
Putin's victory will extend his total time in office to nearly a quarter of a century, until 2024, by which time he will be 71. Only Soviet dictator Josef Stalin ruled for longer. Putin has promised to use his new term to beef up Russia's defences against the West and to raise living standards.
In a widely expected outcome, an exit poll showed Putin, who has dominated the political landscape for the last 18 years, had won 73.9 percent of the vote. The Central Election Commission, speaking after almost a third of the votes had been counted, put Putin on 73 percent.
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U.S. STUDY ADMITS: QAEDA IS BIGGEST BENEFICIAL OF ARAB SPRING

Nearly seven years after the killing of Osama bin Laden, al-Qaeda is numerically larger and present in more countries than at any other time in its history. Indeed, the movement now boasts of some 40,000 men under arms, with approximately 10,000–20,000 fighters in Syria; 7000-9000 in Somalia; 5000 in Libya; 4000 in Yemen; a similar number dispersed throughout other countries across the Maghreb and Sahel; 3000 in Indonesia; and approximately 1000 in South Asia. From north-west Africa to South East Asia, al-Qaeda has been able to knit together a global movement of some two dozen local franchises.

A  US study prepared by Bruce Hoffman said that al-Qaeda proved remarkably adept at exploiting the upheaval and instability that swept across North Africa and the Middle East in 2011 and 2012 during the Arab Spring.

The thousands of hardened al-Qaeda prisoners Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi freed, who fled to Libya, Turkey, Syria, Yemen, and other locales, endowed the movement at an opportune moment with combat expertise, leadership skills, and foot soldiers. Then, the military coup that subsequently toppled Morsi greatly enhanced al-Qaeda’s credibility and appeal: validating its new leader Ayman al-Zawahiri’s repeated admonitions to Muslims not to trust the West or have any faith in the sanctity of democratic processes.

the civil unrest that unfolded in Syria as part of the Arab Spring, and rapidly gave way to outright civil war, breathed new life into al-Qaeda’s efforts to appear relevant and reinsert itself into the region’s politics. Within weeks of bin Laden’s killing, for instance, al-Zawahiri had publicly affirmed al-Qaeda’s support for the uprisings in Syria, as well as those in Yemen and Libya.
Taking advantage of the historical rivalry between Sunni and Shi’a (of which Syria’s ruling Alawites are a minority sect), al-Qaeda’s incessant, blatantly sectarian messaging sharpened these frictions and enabled the group to establish a presence in Syria – a country long-heralded by Muslims as sacred territory.
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PROTESTERS AND POLICE CLASH IN TUNISIA MINING BASIN
Tunisian police used tear gas on Sunday to disperse dozens of protesters demanding jobs and development in a mining town in the centre of the country. 
"Work, freedom, national dignity," protesters chanted in Mdhilla, demanding that a portion of revenues produced from phosphate mining in the region be allocated to its development. 
Protesters are again chanting the 2011 slogans of the Arab Spring uprising amid a wave of unrest over persisting poverty and unemployment, as anger has risen over new austerity measures after a year of rising prices.
Tensions began on Friday after a ministerial meeting aimed at finding solutions to the mining basin's economic crisis. 
On Saturday night, police fired tear gas at protesters who tried to block trains that were transporting phosphate.
Sunday's protest, attended by many young men and women, broke down into clashes after some demonstrators threw stones at police, who again used tear gas to disperse the crowd.  
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ISRAELI SETTLER STABBED IN JERUSALEM, STABBER SHOT
An Israeli settler was badly injured after being stabbed on Sunday evening in the Old City, Jerusalem.
Israeli police shot a young man for allegedly stabbing an Israeli settler "security guard" in Bab al-Wad in the Old City, Palestinian sources said, adding that the young man's nationality had not been identified yet.
According to Israeli sources, the settler was badly injured, as he received several stabs in the upper part of his body.
The stabber was neutralized by gunfire, and Israeli security forces were summoned at the stabbing site, Israeli media reported.
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NORTH KOREA'S KIM JONG UN COULD ATTACK EUROPE WITH MISSILES, 
GERMANY WARNS
North Korea could launch a missile attack capable of hitting Germany and central Europe, a top Germany foreign intelligence official told lawmakers this week, the Bild am Sonntag newspaper reported. BND Deputy Director Ole Diehl said during a private meeting that he was “certain” North Korean leader Kim Jong Un could carry out the act of war, Reuters reported.
Kim threatened last year to strike the U.S. and other nations, but North Korea has more recently pursued diplomatic options with world leaders. A senior North Korean diplomat was expected to arrive in Finland this week to meet with former U.S. and South Korean officials, Yonhap News Agency reported. Talks are also underway about holding a U.S.-North Korean summit.
Japan and South Korea have long been most vulnerable to North Korea's war attacks, but the U.S. and Europe have in more recent years joined the potential list of targets as North Korea has invested in its military and missile testing program.
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QATAR BEHIND DEAL OF THE CENTURY!

Although I closely follow up the U.S. media on a daily basis to get confirmed information about the so-called deal of the century, I found nothing at all about it, writes Ashraf Abul-Hol in an article in Al-Ahram on Tuesday.

If this deal was true, then it would be yet another folly of the U.S. administration. However, I have eventually come to the belief that this deal was born at the hands of the Qatari officials in Doha, where the details of this so-called deal are being drawn.

This is emphasized by the fact that most of the reports that talk about that imaginary deal come from media outlets that are affiliated to Qatar.

For instance, the Middle East Eye, a British news portal being financed by Doha, claimed that the deal provides for the establishment of a Palestinian state with temporary borders covering half of the West Bank and Gaza Strip without occupied Jerusalem.

It also envisages working on solutions for the refugees question and that the Palestinians will have to build a new Jerusalem over the lands of villages and residential communities near the city.

Regarding the holy city that is home to the Aqsa Mosque and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre as well as the rest of Muslim and Christian sites, the Qatar-financed news site noted that the plan spells out the construction of a corridor between the new Palestinian state and Old Jerusalem for prayers.

Apart form all other details, these reports function only as flagrant attempts to link this dubious deal to Saudi Arabia and claim that Riyadh approves it, something which was vehemently denied by Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman.

Accordingly, the dirty Qatari hands appear so clearly behind these fake reports, now that it is impossible for Arabs – Muslims or Christians – to wash their hands of their sanctities.
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SOCIETAL DIALOGUE!

The societal dialogue expresses the interests and visions of the whole society, not a certain group, writes Amr Abdel-Sami’e in a column in Al-Ahram on Monday.

Societal dialogue is actually detection of the people’s opinions to take their demands into account when forging political and administrative decisions. It is never an arena for enhancing popular considerations over technical and political aspects in the decisions.

In other words, we do not want a repetition of the new state administrative division dossier, which had been declared by President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi during his first campaign.

When that societal dialogue was floated, the draft decision has become a space for demagogues and dabblers that we no longer hear anything about that administrative division.

This societal dialogue requires fine-tuning and understanding that the people live in a state that goes beyond the frontiers of governorates, neighborhoods or the streets.

It is not either a field where the persons show their skills of screaming which they had learnt during the past seven years, when everybody’s sound became as repugnant as that of a drake!

There had been rumors about putting the plan for developing pre-college education accomplished by the minister of education, to be discussed at the cabinet, for societal education.

Bearing in mind the seriousness and sensitivity of the issue of education, I think that the societal dialogue must be conducted among specialists so as to avoid leaving a space for useless arguments or the expression of interests of a very limited category of people.

We have to give the education issue its due importance and seriousness it deserves. 
We need due respect in the way the people handles the political or administrative decisions of the state.
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WHEN MASKS FALL DOWN!

By: Morsi Attallah

Columnist Morsi Attallah in a column titled, "When Masks Fall Down!" published by "Al-Ahram" daily morning newspaper on Monday, March 19, lashes out at those people who urge the Egyptian electors not to go for ballots and vote for the coming presidential elections.
I wonder why some people repeat the word democracy like parrots without understanding its real meaning or its true content.

The evidence is that those people unleashed calls for the Egyptian voters to boycott the imminent presidential elections.

They also alleged that boycotting is a democratic behavior.

Accordingly, the urgent question now is what elections are and what their importance within the democratic practice is?

Without slipping down into the argument labyrinths, the answer is that elections are one of the most important tools of the democratic exercise.   

An election is a formal decision-making process by which a population chooses an individual to hold a public office.

Elections have been the usual mechanism by which modern representative democracy has operated since the 17th century.
Public opinion considers election as a sacred right to choose and change rulers upon their own free will.

Not only the elections provide the right for voters to choose, but also provides the electors with the right to annul their votes.

This is what President Abdel Fattah Al Sisi meant when he said that participation in elections is important even if the electors said “NO”.

Democracy is a process of showing opinion on cards. Democracy is not hubbub on the TV screens!

All advanced nations best-known for their sound democracy systems attach an utmost significance to the elections.

This means that any calls for boycotting the elections represents irregularity as far as democracy was globally known.

This means that any calls for urging electors to abstain from going to the balloting booths embody improper and dishonest conduct.
During these extraordinary circumstances which Egypt is undergoing, boycott calls represent cruelly malicious conduct that is involved in or devoted to wickedness.
Furthermore, calls for boycotting the coming presidential elections reflect the flagrant absence of believing in our homeland.

In this juncture, it is necessary for all of us to crowd and close our ranks for the sake of protecting our homeland against all hazards.

After the bitter experience of the emaciated and lean years of the past, I think that the Egyptian people perfectly understand that those who call for boycott are the same who misled the Egyptian public opinion in the past.

Formerly, they have covered the true facts with a heavy curtain of lies and fallacies to destabilize Egypt.

Egyptians’ mass flocking out to the balloting booths for electing Egypt’s new president will be an opportunity to unmask the ugly faces of boycott-callers. 

The big flock for electioneering will be an opportunity to remove masks off the faces of boycott-callers.

When masks fall down, boycott callers will go to oblivion that is waiting for them.

I much believe that this is the harshest punishment and most right penalty.

"Al-Ahram,” P.12
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“DEAL OF THE CENTURY”: PALESTINE REJECTS, ISRAEL SKULKS

In an opinion piece, Mohamed Abdel Maksoud of Al Ahram Newspaper touched upon the so-called “deal of the century” and the US plans for the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
The US White House has hosted a conference to address the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, but the Palestinian Authority boycotted the meeting, angered by the Trump administration’s policies on Jerusalem.
The American conference was meant to mislead the international public opinion and cover up the main problem which is the Israeli practices in Jerusalem and the West Bank, Abdel Maksoud said. 
He noted that the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) has recognized the objectives of the conference, rejecting to join and slamming it.
The conference comes at a time when the Trump administration is getting ready to announce the “deal of the century” that pays special attention to the Gaza Strip, the columnist said. 
The plan calls for annexing 10-15% of the West Bank and major settlement blocs to Israel in return for establishing a demilitarized Palestinian state with no real powers regarding the security, he added. 
It is very odd that the Israeli media and some suspicious Arabic websites have claimed that Egypt has expanded buffer zone along Gaza border, in preparation for giving a part of the Egyptian territories to Palestine as part of the alleged deal,  Abdel Maksoud further said. 
The columnist said that such media reports are part of the information war on Egypt that is meant to provoke the public ahead of the Egyptian presidential elections, slated for the next week. 
At the same time, a Palestinian official has criticized Egypt’s foreign policy, claiming that Cairo is taking part in the blockade imposed on Palestinians, Abdel Maksoud said, stressing that such official is trying to achieve internal political gains that may help him succeed the current Palestinian president. 
“In fact, Egypt pays no attention to such polemics, as the Egyptian stances supporting all Arab revolutions, national regimes and Palestine Liberation Organization, the only representative of the Palestinian people, are clear and visible to all,” he said. 
According to the reports, the American administration plans to announce the deal in months, however, many complications are facing the implementation of the deal, mainly the Palestinian outright rejection to such plans in addition to the deteriorating political situation in Israel that will certainly enforce Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to make no concessions to the Palestinians.

The Zionist attempts to enforce the Trump deal are meant to highlight the Palestinian rejection to the US peace initiative and to evade the requirements of the peace process.
The Palestinian and Arab efforts should be intensified in order to set up a unified strategy targeting the quick conclusion of a Palestinian reconciliation agreement and to set up a comprehensive political program against the Israeli plans.
The Arab, Islamic and international media should have a role in uncovering the Israeli practices and pressing on the world peoples and governments to face up to their responsibilities, the Al Ahram columnist concluded. 
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INTELLECTUALS' PLIGHT IN EGYPT

Change is a natural feature of intellect and thought, because a man's thinking is defined by time, place and conditions, writes Mohamed Nasser in an article in Al-Ahram on Monday. 

Thoughts are a result of a grinding process by the mind in which it pounds ideas with the time, place and human changes.  

Thus, intellectuals' ideas change with each alteration in society and time. Even nations' ideas change with the change in their conditions.

For instance, within one century, Europe shifted from traditionalism to modernism and behaviorism then to postmodernism, and later entered a phase of pluralism.

Moreover, Russia turned from feudalism to communism and then to post-communism.                                   

This happens across the world; intellectuals moves from one idea to another with the change occurring in society, circumstances, international powers' formations and their relative weights.  

Ideas themselves are not sacred, but they are means to greater ends; whether man's happiness, society development, or nations' glory.

Holding on to and cherishing ideas transforms them to ideologies, a religion-like doctrines, or even a religion.

This is the case with Egypt and many Arab and Muslim states; where ideas are held tight to even though they are outdated; and neither the place nor society are what they used to be when these ideas first appeared.

If we look at the intellectuals in our society, we will find that the majority of them are locked up in their own ideas or others' ideas that they have adopted; unable to break free, judge or abandon them without being criticized themselves.

Only few of them have managed to change their ideas and improve themselves intellectually. 

In Egypt, for instance, the number of these cannot be more than five over a whole century, while the rest lived their entire life captured in an intellectual system or wreckage that changed into a doctrine.
Then, some sort of a merger happened between themselves and their ideas that letting go or abandoning them became like waivering their personalities or dignity. 

The case of knowledge imprisonment has overwhelmed our Egyptian and Arab world; that the intellectuals have become an obstacle before any true social change; because they keep repeating history with all of its ordeals and afflictions.
It is impossible that any reasonable person would accept that there are thinkers in Egypt that are still confined to the 1930s socialism with all its ideas, suggestions and mottos. They keep repeating the words of Henry Cohen, Leon Trotsky and others as if they came out today. 
No sane person would accept that there are people who dream of achieving Bismarck's nationalism in the Arab World and believe in ethnic-based states at a time in which economic ties top all religion, language or race-based links.             
These kinds of prisoners stick to their ideas and views no matter how reality proves them wrong.
They reject reality and ignore facts just to prove themselves and their ideas right.  
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President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and his Sudanese counterpart Omar al Bashir will hold a press conference Monday following their talks at el Ithadiya Palace, Cairo press reports. 


Bashir's visit to Egypt comes within the framework of continuing consultations between the two leaders, who are expected to probe efforts to enhance brotherly ties in all fields for the welfare of their peoples, said presidential spokesman Bassam Rady Sunday.


Meanwhile, President Sisi discussed on Sunday with UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al Nuhayyan ways of boosting economic and investment cooperation.


Within the same context, Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry and his UAE counterpart Sheikh bin Zayed al Nuhayyan started on Sunday a political consultation mechanism between their ministries, with the aim of strengthening bilateral ties and cooperation, as well as consultation regarding the different regional and international files. 


President Sisi received on Sunday a phone call from his Cypriot counterpart Nicos Anastasiades, where they discussed means of boosting relations between Egypt and Cyprus at all levels. 


Voting for expatriates in the Egyptian presidential elections concluded in embassies and consulates around the world on Sunday, one week before polls are set to open domestically. 


The cabinet approved on Sunday the draft budget of the 2018/2019 fiscal year and submitted it to the parliament for approval. The government eyes around 1.4 trillion pound budget and a growth rate of 5.8 percent, Prime Minister Sherif Ismail said. 


Meanwhile, Ismail on Sunday laid the foundation stone of the Central Business District designed to attract international and global enterprises in the New Administrative Capital. He lauded the giant project which is carried out by a Chinese company in cooperation with Egyptian contracting companies.


Egypt and the United Nations  inked on Sunday the Strategic Framework Agreement 2018-2022 at a total cost of $1.2 billion. The agreement is based on four pillars including comprehensive economic development, social justice, women empowerment and sustainable management of natural resources.


Turkish forces have seized control of the Syrian city of Afrin. A source in President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's office said in a statement, that as of Sunday morning, the Turkish military and its Free Syrian Army allies have seized control of the city center.


A U.S. study said that nearly seven years after the killing of Osama bin Laden, al-Qaeda is numerically larger and present in more countries than at any other time in its history. Indeed, the movement now boasts of some 40,000 men under arms. From North-West Africa to South East Asia, al-Qaeda has been able to knit together a global movement of some two dozen local franchises.


The study, prepared by Bruce Hoffman, revealed that the thousands of hardened al-Qaeda prisoners Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi freed, who fled to Libya, Turkey, Syria, Yemen, and other locales, endowed the movement at an opportune moment with combat expertise, leadership skills, and foot soldiers.

















EDITORIALS:





With the approach of the celebrations held on the anniversary of the  return of Taba, Egypt sends an important message asserting that the Egyptians won’t squander any part of the Egyptian territories, al Ahram says in its editorial.





Al Gomhuria editorially refers to the inspection tour made by President Abdel Fattah El Sisi  to the projects accomplished  in East Port Said,  and which provide thousands of job opportunities to the youth.
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