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R O U N D - U P
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said the economic reform measures and the plan of action set by the state were aimed saving the funds necessary for carrying out Mega national projects such as East Port said development and rebuilding Sinai which costs L.E.275 billion. The President gave these statements during an inspection tour Saturday of a number of mega development projects in East port Said where he was welcomed by General Sedqi Sobhi, the Minister of Defense and Military production and the commander in Chief of the armed forces, and Chairman of the Suez Canal Authority and the Suez canal economic zone Mohab Mamish. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Answering a question by President Abdel Fattah El Sisi about the slowdown in implementing the platforms of the Port Said Port, the head of the consulting office affiliated to the Egyptian Armed Forces Engineering Authority Ashraf Wagih said that the project is being implemented in cooperation with Egyptian private sector and national companies as well as business sector firms which met some difficulties that caused the delay.
-------------------------------------------------------

President Sisi paid a visit to the administrative area of the industrial zone where Assistant Head of the Egyptian Armed Forces Engineering Authority Hassan Affifi expounded that the place consists of five buildings one housing a conference hall, a second for restaurants, and a building that includes an academic training hall besides administrative offices.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Ain Sokhna project consists of Ain Sokhna port and the economic zone in the north west of the Gulf of Suez in addition to the ports of West Port Said, Arish, Adibiya and El Tor. Mamish said the Suez Canal Economic Zone extends over 461 square kilometers across the three Suez Canal governorates of Suez, Port Said and Ismailia, and will include six maritime ports, to be completed by 2045.
-------------------------------------------------------

The National Elections Authority (NEA) said Saturday that the second day of voting for Egyptian expatriates in the 2018 presidential elections was “good” and “satisfactory.”

NEA spokesman Mahmoud El-Sherif said in a press conference that turnout was higher than the first day, which marked the first day of elections for Egyptians abroad.

-------------------------------------------------------

The operations room of the Immigration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs Ministry has reported a high turnout in the presidential elections in all countries, particularly Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait and Jordan. 

-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptian Ambassador in Berlin Badr Abdel Aati received on Saturday General Bishop of Copts in Germany Anba Damian.

-------------------------------------------------------

The Foreign Ministry is mulling a new proposal to increase the number of Egyptian voters abroad, Deputy Foreign Minister for African Affairs Hamdi Sanad Loza said Saturday.

-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptian students in Russia were eager to cast their votes in the Egyptian presidential elections that started Friday and run for three days.

They flocked from various far regions to the embassy headquarters, where they were received by Egyptian Ambassador to Russia Ehab Nasr and the cultural counselor.

-------------------------------------------------------

The Ministry of Interior has upgraded the state of alert for securing the Presidential elections which will be held on march 26. Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar called on all sectors to announce the state of alert for securing elections in coordination with the armed forces.

-------------------------------------------------------

Arab and World media have shed light on the Egyptian Presidential elections referring to the high turn out by Egyptians abroad to cast their votes in the Egyptian embassies and consulates abroad.

-------------------------------------------------------

As hundreds of Egyptians in London were standing in lines in front of the Egyptian embassy in London to cast their votes, some members of Terrorist Moslem Brotherhood attempted to prevent them from casting their votes. The British police came to the scene and secured Egyptians voting.

-------------------------------------------------------

A number of voters flocking into the Egyptian embassy in Kuwait to cast their votes said high turn out by Egyptians abroad is a strong slab to world human rights organizations and their claims on Egypt. They said high turn out would refute claims by suspicious human rights about the absence of the political participation in Egypt. 
-------------------------------------------------------

A large number of political figures and parties have commended high turnout by Egyptians abroad in the Presidential elections. They said this turnout will address a message that the Egyptian people do not surrender to plots which aim to destabilize Egypt.

-------------------------------------------------------

Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo and permanent representative to the Arab League (AL) Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said that Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir would pay an official visit to Cairo next Monday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry is scheduled to hold talks with his UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Cairo on Sunday.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian and French naval forces concluded on Saturday a joint maritime military drill that was conducted for several days in the Red Sea as part of the military partnership and cooperation between the two countries, Egypt's Armed Forces' spokesperson Tamer El-Refaie said in a statement.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Stability Cluster, regrouping the work of the Subcommittee on Justice and Security and the Working Group on Migration, Social and Consular Affairs of the Association Agreement between Egypt and the European Union (EU) held meetings in Cairo.
-------------------------------------------------------

Prosecutor General Nabil Sadeq called Saturday on the British authorities to send medical reports of Egyptian girl Mariam Mostafa, who was killed in England last week, as soon as possible.
Sadeq also ordered Egypt's prosecutors to inquire about healthcare services offered to the Egyptian girl during the days she spent at a British hospital before her death.
-------------------------------------------------------

For her part, Minister of Immigration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs Nabila Makram said Saturday that the body of Mariam Mostafa would be buried in Egypt at the request of her family.
-------------------------------------------------------

Al Azhar Grand Imam Ahmed El Tayyeb started his current first trip to Mauritania with a visit to the supreme council of fatwas.
-------------------------------------------------------

German Chancellor Angela Merkel rebuffed on Friday comments by her interior minister claiming Islam did not belong to Germany, saying the religion of four million of its citizens was part of the country just like Christianity and Judaism. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Luxor Governor Mohamed Badr discussed with Newly-appointed South Korean Ambassador to Egypt Yoon Yeo-cheol and his accompanied delegation ways and means of boosting joint cooperation, especially in Luxor Governorate.
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Health Ahmed Emad el Din inspected Saturday the Taba central hospital after its LE22-million renovation works.
The health minister’s visit came as part of the South Sinai Governorate’s celebrations marking the 29th anniversary of restoring Taba city from the Israeli occupation, on March 19, 1989.
-------------------------------------------------------

Cairo Criminal Court decided on Saturday to adjourn to Tuesday the trial of Muslim Brotherhood guide Mohamed Badie and 739 other leaders and members of the terrorist group for their involvement in the armed sit-in in Cairo's Rabaa el Adawiya Square.
-------------------------------------------------------

Cairo Criminal Court on Saturday postponed the trial of Gamal and Alaa Mubarak in connection with the sale of Al Watany Bank of Egypt, widely known as the "Stock Market Manipulation” case, to May 17, 2018.
The postponement came to review the report of a technical committee tasked with examining the case. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Al Ahly strolled into the African Champions League group stage with an easy 3-1 victory at Gabon's C.F. Mounana on Saturday to complete an emphatic 7-1 aggregate win.
Leading 4-0 from the first leg, it did not take long for Ahly to assert control in Libreville, with winger Mido Gaber giving them an early lead.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt's free-scoring winger Mohamed Salah set another Liverpool record after scoring four goals for the Reds in a 5-0 Premier League win over Watford on Saturday.
The effervescent forward's glorious night saw him become Liverpool's most prolific player in a debut season, having taken his tally to 36 goals in all competitions.
-------------------------------------------------------

Meteorologists expect hot weather to prevail on Sunday across Egypt. Mild temperatures will prevail over the North Coast, with cold weather at night. 
High temperatures are predicted for the following cities as follows; 32C in Cairo and 29C in Alexandria, 34C in Qena, 34C in Luxor, and 35C in Aswan.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt and the UAE agreed on promoting cooperation in various economic fields to make a quantum leap at the level of the commercial, industrial and investment relations.
-------------------------------------------------------

UAE Economy Minister Sultan Sultan bin Saeed al Mansoori hailed Saturday the recent measures taken by the Egyptian government to streamline procedures of investors and lure more investments.
Speaking on the sidelines of meetings of the Egyptian-UAE committee, Al Mansoori said the number of UAE companies facing troubles in Egypt has dropped to only six, adding that the obstacles they complained of are currently being tackled.
-------------------------------------------------------

World Bank Group Senior Vice President Mahmoud Mohieldin has stressed that Egypt needs a growth rate of 7% to improve the Egyptians standard of living. 
He made the remarks in a meeting with the “Door-Knock” mission of the American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt (AmCham),, currently visiting the US. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Petroleum Minister Tarek el-Molla said that the petroleum sector is working on upgrading the services provided in the Upper Egyptian governorates. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail, who returned Saturday night to Cairo from Germany following a three-day visit, is planned to lay the foundation stone of the Central Business District (CBD) in Egypt's new administrative capital, some 50 kilometers east of Cairo.
-------------------------------------------------------

Communications Minister Yasser el Qadi discussed with Ali Saleh, the Senior Vice President and Chief Commercial Officer of General Electric (GE) Digital Middle East, Africa and Turkey, means of boosting bilateral cooperation. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt's permanent mission to the UN organized a number of events focusing on the economic empowerment of rural women in New York city on the sidelines of the 62nd session of the Commission on the Status of Women.
-------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------

MAIN STORY
SISI INSPECTS DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN EAST PORT SAID

L.E. 275 BILLION FOR DEVELOPING SINAI

SISI : NEW SUEZ CANAL, EAST PORT SAID PROJECTS FINANCED 
BY EGYPTIANS MONEY

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said the economic reform measures and the plan of action set by the state were aimed saving the funds necessary for carrying out Mega national projects such as East Port said development and rebuilding Sinai which costs L.E.275 billion. The President gave these statements during an inspection tour Saturday of a number of mega development projects in East port Said where he was welcomed by General Sedqi Sobhi, the Minister of Defense and Military production and the commander in Chief of the armed forces, and Chairman of the Suez Canal Authority and the Suez canal economic zone Mohab Mamish. 
The President said the money contributed by Egyptians for digging the new Suez Canal were not fully spent on the Suez canal but a part of them was spent on a number of east port said development projects which are currently being carried out. 
The President said the three enterprises( Newe canal, Tunnels and the Industrial zone in East Port said) were simultaneously launched adding the costs of the one square meter of land in East Port said development project amounts to L.E. 1500 to be ready for investors. the President Said the costs of building East port said port platforms costs L.E.80 billion. 

The head of the Armed forces engineering authority's consulting office Ashraf Wagih expounded to the president the project of constructing the East Port Said Port which is being implemented by the Arab Contractors Company.
The port consists of ten platforms constructed to handle the expected growth of shipments, Wagih said.
The second element in the harbor is the five-kilometer waterway, he said, noting that work at the project will be finalized by the end of May while dredging work will be ended in June. 

 Answering a question by President Abdel Fattah El Sisi about the slowdown in implementing the platforms of the Port Said Port, the head of the consulting office affiliated to the Egyptian Armed Forces Engineering Authority Ashraf Wagih said that the project is being implemented in cooperation with Egyptian private sector and national companies as well as business sector firms which met some difficulties that caused the delay.
Transport Minister Hisham Arafat said that the venture is considered the biggest modern one of its kind in the world, adding that it is a huge engineering project by all standards that is why it has needed more time to be finalized.
Wagih further asserted that there are ten companies carrying out the project which has been finalized by 60%. 

 President Sisi paid a visit to the administrative area of the industrial zone where Assistant Head of the Egyptian Armed Forces Engineering Authority Hassan Affifi expounded that the place consists of five buildings one housing a conference hall, a second for restaurants, and a building that includes an academic training hall besides administrative offices.
He said there are also two other buildings that have not been constructed yet one that will house administrative offices and exhibition areas for firms operating in the industrial zone besides a seven-star hotel.
He noted that the industrial zone is located on an area of 63 million square meters.
Up to 50% of roads in the area have been finalized, the official said, adding that a wastewater treatment plant with a capacity of 200 thousand cubic meters is being constructed.
Answering a question by the president about the time needed to finalize work on 20 million square meters of the industrial zone, Affifi said that this can be done within four years.

Sisi inspected also fish farming projects in east Port Said. Assistant Head of the Egyptian Armed Forces Engineering Authority Ehab Abdullah Ramadan expounded to the president that the venture groups 5,906 fish farming basins.
Ramadan said also that the second part of the venture is the main and subsidiary canals, adding that the main canal supplies 331 basins with fresh water.
The main canals are 39.7 kilometers long, while the subsidiary ones are about 200 kilometers long, he said.
There are main and subsidiary drainage systems that are being used to get rid of the water which is provided to the fish farming basins daily, Ramadan also said, noting that four million cubic meters are discharged every day.
Concerning the work progress of the first phase of the venture, the official said that it is constructed on 14.398 square meters and includes 5,331 basins, pointing out that it will be finalized by October. 
Addressing the ceremony, Port Said Governor Adel Al Ghadban said that several projects were achieved in his governorate.
He said Port Said became the first governorate in Egypt that is free from slum areas, he explained, adding that a logistical zone was set up in the Canal area.
The governor pointed out that up to 50,000 low-cost residential units were set up.
Also, the first complex for small-scale industries, including 58 factories, was set up, he added.
The governor further noted that three other factories for fish packaging, utensils manufacturing and power-saving lamps were established.
Another factory for producing car tyres and another for producing cooking oil will be set up by the end of this year at total cost of 4 billion pounds, he said, adding that the factories will provide around 5,000 jobs for young people. 
The Port Said Governor added that the City Hall has established a factory for garbage recycling.
The project is aimed are creating a clean environment in the governorate, he added.
Also two industrial waste recycling plants are under construction at an investment cost of 5.2 billion pounds, he pointed out.
He pointed out that up to 21 training programs were prepared for young people with a view to creating cadres that are capable to work in major projects that are carried in the eastern canal region.
Up to 7,000 young people were placed in jobs within the framework of the program, he added. 
Head of the Suez Canal Authority Mohab Mamish said East Port Said and Ain Sokhna harbors will help push forward the national economy and turn Egypt into a regional hub for world maritime trade.
Mamish said Port Said harbor is considered one of the most important Egyptian ports on the Mediterranean sea due to its geographical site as it is located on the Eastern entrance of the Suez canal.
He said East Port Said project includes East Port Said Port, three logistic areas, an industrial zone as well as the Technology Valley and the Industrial Zone project in Qantara in western Ismailia. 
The Ain Sokhna project consists of Ain Sokhna port and the economic zone in the north west of the Gulf of Suez in addition to the ports of West Port Said, Arish, Adibiya and El Tor. Mamish said the Suez Canal Economic Zone extends over 461 square kilometers across the three Suez Canal governorates of Suez, Port Said and Ismailia, and will include six maritime ports, to be completed by 2045.
Speaking about the Suez Canal Authority's efforts in East Port Said development project, he said the authority has been assigned to study the legal status of the lands allocated to "Mashreq" company to see whether they can be exploited in the activities of the economic zone.
The Suez Canal Authority was also assigned to start negotiations with Dubai Ports Authority to resolve the problem of the Sonker bunkering company and settle disagreements as regards the operation of Ain Sokhna port, he added.
Sonker is set to build and operate a bulk-liquids terminal for the import and storage of oil and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in the third basin of Ain Sokhna Port on the Red Sea.
Mamish said total investments of East Port Said project are estimated at 1.8 billion dollars. The project provides 8,000 direct and 20,000-25,000 indirect jobs.
The dredging operations of the project were carried out by Suez Canal Authority dredges over three stages with a total cost of 325 million dollars.
He added that dredging works in East Port Said is 81.3 percent complete and they will be totally finalized by September of 2019. 

Presidential spokesman Ambassador Bassam Rady said in press statements during the president’s visit that the projects are part of the Suez Canal Area Development Zone project, which covers around 460 square kilometres. 

“The Suez Canal Area Development is an integrated project that makes use of natural resources in Sinai, deriving maximum benefit from the Suez Canal area as an international logistics centre, not just as a waterway,” Rady said. 

ALL PAPERS
AM/SA
MAIN STORY II
ELECTORAL PROCESS HAS BEEN SATISFACTORY: NEA

EXPATRIATES AFFAIRS MINISTRY HAILS TURNOUT IN PRESIDENTIAL POLLS

DIPLOMAT SAYS PROPOSAL MULLED TO EASE VOTING OF EGYPTIANS ABROAD

The National Elections Authority (NEA) said Saturday that the second day of voting for Egyptian expatriates in the 2018 presidential elections was “good” and “satisfactory.”

NEA spokesman Mahmoud El-Sherif said in a press conference that turnout was higher than the first day, which marked the first day of elections for Egyptians abroad.

According to El-Sherif, Egyptians abroad continued to cast their votes at 116 polling stations in Egyptian embassies and consulates out of 139 polling stations in 124 countries worldwide.

El-Sherif said that some polling stations have not opened for voting due to time zone differences, adding that the last polling station set to close will be in Los Angeles at 6am local time on Monday.

The spokesman also said that there are currently no early indicators of the turnout, though he added that Egyptian communities in Arab Gulf countries continue to turn out heavily to vote.

El-Sherif added that the NEA has not received any complaints over the electoral process, which has so far been “orderly.”

Expat Affairs Ministry hails Turnout in Presidential Polls

The operations room of the Immigration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs Ministry has reported a high turnout in the presidential elections in all countries, particularly Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait and Jordan. 

The operations room has been set up directives from Immigration Minister Nabila Makram to ensure an easygoing ballot casting process for Egyptian expatriates.

The room is fully equipped to communicate and monitor the election process abroad. It contacts Egyptian embassies across the world to resolve any obstacle that might hinder the process. 

Bishop of Copts in Germany Hails Egyptian Presidential Polls

Egyptian Ambassador in Berlin Badr Abdel Aati received on Saturday General Bishop of Copts in Germany Anba Damian.

After voting in the presidential polls, Anba Damian said he was keen to cast his vote despite the far distance and cold weather.

"The presidential elections are a very important occasion as Egypt is not an ordinary country. Egypt has a history of 7,000 years," he said.

He also hailed great projects established in Egypt over the past four years under President Abdel Fattah El Sisi. 
Diplomat: a Proposal Mulled to Ease Voting of Egyptians Abroad

The Foreign Ministry is mulling a new proposal to increase the number of Egyptian voters abroad, Deputy Foreign Minister for African Affairs Hamdi Sanad Loza said Saturday.

In statements, Loza said the proposals will be sent to the National Election Authority and the House of Representatives soon to be considered.

He asserted that the secret voting is the best way for Egyptian expatriates to freely express their will.

Dozens of Egyptian Students in Russia Cast Ballots 

Egyptian students in Russia were eager to cast their votes in the Egyptian presidential elections that started Friday and run for three days.

They flocked from various far regions to the embassy headquarters, where they were received by Egyptian Ambassador to Russia Ehab Nasr and the cultural counselor.

The students expressed their appreciation for the efforts of the Egyptian embassy to facilitate their transportation from various areas to the premises of the polling stations with the aim of easing the voting process. 

Meantime, President and CEO of el Sewedy Electric Company Ahmed el Sewedy, sent a cable of thanks to all people working at the company's branches abroad for participating in the presidential polls, saying that such move has proved their keenness on the homeland's interest. 

Interior Ministry Declares State of Alert for Securing Presidential Elections

The Ministry of Interior has upgraded the state of alert for securing the Presidential elections which will be held on march 26. Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar called on all sectors to announce the state of alert for securing elections in coordination with the armed forces.

Security sources told Al Akhbar that the security plan aims at collecting enough information and aborting any plans aiming at aborting elections. Under the plan, the sources said vital and important facilities will be put under tight security measures with the aim of preventing terrorist and criminal elements from reaching them. The Minister of Interior said martyrs blood will not go in vain adding martyrs will remain a source of pride to Egyptians.

Arab, World Media Interested in Presidential Elections 

Arab and World media have shed light on the Egyptian Presidential elections referring to the high turn out by Egyptians abroad to cast their votes in the Egyptian embassies and consulates abroad.

The Washington post newspaper reported that thousands of votes are flocking into Egyptian embassies abroad to Cast their votes.

Reuters said Egyptians have intensively cast their votes abroad adding long lines of voters were seen in front of the Egyptian embassies abroad.

Terrorist Moslem Brotherhood Attempts to Obstruct Voting in London

As hundreds of Egyptians in London were standing in lines in front of the Egyptian embassy in London to cast their votes, some members of Terrorist Moslem Brotherhood attempted to prevent them from casting their votes. The British police came to the scene and secured Egyptians voting.

Voters: Turnout is Strong Slab to Suspicious Organizations 

A number of voters flocking into the Egyptian embassy in Kuwait to cast their votes said high turn out by Egyptians abroad is a strong slab to world human rights organizations and their claims on Egypt. They said high turn out would refute claims by suspicious human rights about the absence of the political participation in Egypt. They said Egyptians abroad represent the first line for defending the state abroad, renewing support for the armed forces personnel. They said Sinai 2018 operations aims at eliminating terrorism from Sinai.

German Politician Hails Transparency of the Voting Process 

A senior German politician has commended Egyptians participation in Germany in the Presidential elections. Following an inspection tour of the voting station, he said he is happy as democracy in Germany allows Egyptians to effectively take part I the Presidential elections.

Politicians: Egyptians Abroad Defeated Calls for Boycott and Inspiration

A large number of political figures and parties have commended high turnout by Egyptians abroad in the Presidential elections. They said this turnout will address a message that the Egyptian people do not surrender to plots which aim to destabilize Egypt.

They said large numbers of citizens which massed up in front of Egyptian embassies abroad addresses a clear cut message that Egyptians would not surrender to defeat and schemes.

They said high turnout abroad would encourage Egyptians at home to take part in voting in support of President Sisi in fending off the challenges facing the Egyptian state. 
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SUDANESE AMBASSADOR: BASHIR TO PAY OFFICIAL VISIT
 TO CAIRO ON MONDAY
Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo and permanent representative to the Arab League (AL) Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said that Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir would pay an official visit to Cairo next Monday.
In press statements, the Sudanese ambassador pointed out that Bashir would pay a one-day visit to Cairo on Monday, adding that a Sudanese-Egyptian summit would be held in Cairo between Bashir and President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to tackle ways and means of boosting bilateral ties.   
Abdel Halim returned to Cairo early March, nearly two months after he was recalled to Khartoum.
AL-AKHBAR, P1
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT, UAE FMs TO HOLD TALKS IN CAIRO ON SUNDAY
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry is scheduled to hold talks with his UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Cairo on Sunday.
The talks, planned to be held at Tahrir Palace, will tackle the bilateral ties, cooperation in various fields and regional issues of common interest.
The two top diplomats will hold a joint press conference after their meeting.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT, FRANCE CONCLUDE JOINT MARITIME MILITARY DRILL IN RED SEA

The Egyptian and French naval forces concluded on Saturday a joint maritime military drill that was conducted for several days in the Red Sea as part of the military partnership and cooperation between the two countries, Egypt's Armed Forces' spokesperson Tamer El-Refaie said in a statement.
The drill included exercises involving Egyptian and French Mistral helicopter carriers, marine scouting, anti-terror operations, boosting maritime security and fighting capabilities, as well as ship inspection.
Part of the drill involved exercises on a French Mistral ship, which were attended by Egyptian naval Commander-in-Chief Ahmed Khaled.
"The exercise comes in the framework of boosting military cooperation between Egypt and France, using modern methods of marine combat and maximising the joint benefits for both sides," El-Refaie added.
Last February, the Egyptian and French navies carried out the joint exercise "Cleopatra 2018" in the Red Sea, which involved exercises that coincided with Egypt's counterterrorism Operation Sinai 2018.
AL-AHRAM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EU-EGYPT STABILITY CLUSTER HOLDS MEETING

The Stability Cluster, regrouping the work of the Subcommittee on Justice and Security and the Working Group on Migration, Social and Consular Affairs of the Association Agreement between Egypt and the European Union (EU) held meetings in Cairo.
The meeting was jointly chaired by Ambassador Raouf Saad, chairman of the National Bureau for the Implementation of the Association Agreement, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Sibylle Bikar, the acting head of Division, Middle East and North Africa, European External Action Service.
The meeting took place when Egypt and the EU are on the verge of launching a new level of cooperation and dialogue in a wide range of areas, based on their Partnership Priorities 2017-2020.
The two sides conducted a comprehensive and frank dialogue covering many issues of mutual interest, including judicial cooperation; fight against drugs and organized crimes; combating terrorism; migration and asylum; social policy and social development and consular cooperation.
They took stock of the latest developments in all these issues and explored ways to further promote their dialogue and cooperation for the benefit of both sides.
Both sides recognized the importance of benefiting from the past experience, and expressed their determination to strengthen their dialogue and cooperation through a comprehensive and balanced approach in addressing all areas of mutual interest as well as common challenges, in the interest of both Egypt and the EU as well as the wider region.
MENA
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PROSECUTOR GENERAL REQUESTS MEDICAL REPORTS 
OF EGYPTIAN STUDENT KILLED IN UK
Prosecutor General Nabil Sadeq called Saturday on the British authorities to send medical reports of Egyptian girl Mariam Mostafa, who was killed in England last week, as soon as possible.
Sadeq also ordered Egypt's prosecutors to inquire about healthcare services offered to the Egyptian girl during the days she spent at a British hospital before her death.
Last month, the 18-year-old engineering student based in Nottingham, was brutally beaten by British women of African descent before breathing her last at a British hospital. 
The incident stirred condemnation of both the Egyptian Foreign Ministry and the British Embassy in Cairo.
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry received a cable of condolences from UK Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson over the brutal murder of the student. 
In statements on Friday, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid said that this tragic incident will not go unpunished, urging UK authorities to swiftly bring perpetrators to justice. 
The Foreign Ministry is following up with the Egyptian embassy and general consulate in London and her family’s lawyer investigations into the case, the spokesman said. 
Body of Mariam Mostafa to be Buried in Egypt at Family's Request: Immigration Minister
For her part, Minister of Immigration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs Nabila Makram said Saturday that the body of Mariam Mostafa would be buried in Egypt at the request of her family.
In a statement, Makram added that the Egyptian Embassy in the UK has finalized Mostafa's burial procedures and it awaits judicial approvals to carry the body to Egypt.
Makram pointed out that she is following up the probe into the Egyptian girl's death on a daily basis with British authorities, stressing that Egypt is capable of maintaining rights of its nationals abroad.
More Tests Needed to Establish Whether Mariam Moustafa's Death was Linked to Assault: Nottinghamshire Police
In another context, Nottinghamshire Police said that a decision on whether the incident would be investigated as a crime more serious than that of assault would be made following the outcome of a post-mortem examination, which took place on Friday (March 16).

The force has now revealed that the outcome of the post-mortem was inconclusive and that more tests will be carried out.
A statement released on Saturday (March 17) said: "The outcome of a Home Office post-mortem examination into the death of an 18-year-old, who was assaulted in the month before her death, is inconclusive.
"More tests will now be carried out to establish if there was a link between the assault in the city centre on February 20 and the subsequent death of Mariam Moustafa."
The family of Mariam Moustafa said that her death could have been prevented if police acted further on an earlier incident.
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
AL-AZHAR IMAM VISITS FATWA COUNCIL IN MAURITANIA

Al Azhar Grand Imam Ahmed El Tayyeb started his current first trip to Mauritania with a visit to the supreme council of fatwas.
Tayyeb was welcomed upon arrival by Islamic Affairs Minister Ahmed Ould Daoud and the council's chairman Mohammad Mukhtar Ould Ambala.
Ambala hailed the relations between Al Azhar and Mauritania. He hoped the visit of Tayyeb will help in combating extremism.
The Imam thanked the Mauritanian side for inviting him to visit the African country.
ALL PAPERS &MENA

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MERKEL: 'ISLAM BELONGS TO GERMANY'

German Chancellor Angela Merkel rebuffed on Friday comments by her interior minister claiming Islam did not belong to Germany, saying the religion of four million of its citizens was part of the country just like Christianity and Judaism. 
Speaking at a joint news conference with Swedish Premier Stefan Lofven in Berlin, Merkel underlined the significance of Christianity and Judaism in the country’s history, and highlighted that Islam too was part of the country’s culture.
“Our country is largely shaped by Christianity, and it continues to be so,” Merkel said, adding that Judaism had also been significant in the country’s history and culture. 
“But now four million Muslims are living in Germany, and they are practicing their religion here. 

"These Muslims belong to Germany, and also their religion of Islam belongs to Germany,” she said. 
Her remarks contradicted remarks of Horst Seehofer, the country's new interior minister, who has chaired Merkel’s sister party, the CSU, for 10 years. 
“Islam does not belong to Germany. Germany is characterized by Christianity,” Seehofer told German daily Bild on Friday. 
“Muslims who are living here of course belong to Germany. But of course that doesn’t mean because of that we would make false considerations and give up our country-specific traditions and customs,” he said.
AL-AHRAM, P16
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LUXOR GOVERNOR, S. KOREAN AMBASSADOR 
PROBE BOOSTING JOINT COOPERATION
Luxor Governor Mohamed Badr discussed with Newly-appointed South Korean Ambassador to Egypt Yoon Yeo-cheol and his accompanied delegation ways and means of boosting joint cooperation, especially in Luxor Governorate.
Badr emphasized the importance of implementing agreements signed with South Korea, especially in fields of investments, noting that he tackled Yeo-cheol operating flights between Luxor and South Korea to attract more tourists.
For his part, the South Korean diplomat said that Luxor governorate should be marketed so that it could attract more tourists from all over the world.
AL-GOMHURIA, P2   
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HEALTH MINISTER INSPECTS TABA HOSPITAL AFTER RENOVATIONS
Minister of Health Ahmed Emad el Din inspected Saturday the Taba central hospital after its LE22-million renovation works.
The health minister’s visit came as part of the South Sinai Governorate’s celebrations marking the 29th anniversary of restoring Taba city from the Israeli occupation, on March 19, 1989.
Emad el Din said that Taba hospital was refurbished and equipped according to the highest international standards, noting that it accommodates 30 beds, two surgery rooms, two beds for the intensive care, and clinics for different medical specialties.
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TRIAL OF BADIE, OTHER MB LEADERS IN "RABAA SIT-IN" CASE ADJOURNED
TO TUESDAY
Cairo Criminal Court decided on Saturday to adjourn to Tuesday the trial of Muslim Brotherhood guide Mohamed Badie and 739 other leaders and members of the terrorist group for their involvement in the armed sit-in in Cairo's Rabaa el Adawiya Square.
The court decided to postpone the trial to hear the defense pleadings.
The defendants are accused of possessing weapons, blocking roads, violating citizens' rights and vandalizing public property, holding an armed gathering in Rabaa sit-in, disturbing public peace as well as murdering a number of citizens and policemen, in addition to other accusations.
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TRIAL OF ALAA, GAMAL MUBARAK IN STOCK MARKET MANIPULATION CASE DELAYED TILL MAY 19
Cairo Criminal Court on Saturday postponed the trial of Gamal and Alaa Mubarak in connection with the sale of Al Watany Bank of Egypt, widely known as the "Stock Market Manipulation” case, to May 17, 2018.
The postponement came to review the report of a technical committee tasked with examining the case. 
Gamal and Alaa, the sons of former president Hosni Mubarak, and seven other businessmen, who are officials and former members of the board of directors of El Watany Bank of Egypt, face charges of illegal gains from selling the bank assets, wasting public money, causing huge losses to the national economy and destroying the country's banking system through manipulating the stock exchange.
The prosecution charged the defendants with obtaining EGP 493.6 million, which is the value of selling the bank, in violation of the provisions of the Capital Market Law and regulations of the Central Bank of Egypt.
The defendants agreed to control the shares of the bank by forming a controlling stake through the purchase of closed investment funds and selling them without disclosing their identity on the stock exchange, according to investigations.
They have also been accused of hiding their identity while speculating on the shares of the bank through cluster companies and closed investment funds they owned in Cyprus and some of the British Isles and transferring their profits abroad.
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AHLY DEFEAT GABON'S MOUNANA AGAIN TO STROLL INTO AFRICAN
 CHAMPIONS LEAGUE GROUP STAGE
Al Ahly strolled into the African Champions League group stage with an easy 3-1 victory at Gabon's C.F. Mounana on Saturday to complete an emphatic 7-1 aggregate win.
Leading 4-0 from the first leg, it did not take long for Ahly to assert control in Libreville, with winger Mido Gaber giving them an early lead.
In-form Moroccan striker Walid Azaro doubled their lead before David Massamba netted a consolation for Mounana on the stroke of halftime after a mistake from goalkeeper Mohamed El-Shennawi.
Walid Soliman completed the rout with a late strike as Ahly eased through.
The Red Devils are looking to make up for last year's disappointment when a final defeat by Morocco's Wydad Casablanca prevented them from winning a record-extending ninth title.
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LIVERPOOL'S FREE-SCORING MO SALAH HITS FOUR AGAINST WATFORD 
TO SET ANOTHER RECORD
Egypt's free-scoring winger Mohamed Salah set another Liverpool record after scoring four goals for the Reds in a 5-0 Premier League win over Watford on Saturday.
The effervescent forward's glorious night saw him become Liverpool's most prolific player in a debut season, having taken his tally to 36 goals in all competitions.
He surpassed Spanish striker Fernando Torres, who netted 33 goals in his debut season with Liverpool in 2007-08.
Salah also went four goals clear of Tottenham striker Harry Kane, who is out through injury, on top of the Premier League's scoring charts with 28. 
The 25-year-old is just one goal short of equaling Didier Drogba's record for the most goals by an African player in a Premier League season. The former Ivory Coast hitman netted 29 goals in 2009-10. 
Salah is also the first Liverpool player to score four goals in a Premier League game since Luis Suarez against Norwich in December 2013.

AL-AHRAM
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HOT WEATHER EXPECTED FOR SUNDAY, CAIRO 32C
Meteorologists expect hot weather to prevail on Sunday across Egypt. Mild temperatures will prevail over the North Coast, with cold weather at night. 
High temperatures are predicted for the following cities as follows; 32C in Cairo and 29C in Alexandria, 34C in Qena, 34C in Luxor, and 35C in Aswan.
The Egyptian Meteorological Authority (EMA) said last week that Egypt is expected to be exposed to a heat wave starting Sunday. The heat wave will last for at least a week, where temperatures will increase above the normal range between 5 to 7 degrees during daylight hours.
Low and medium-level clouds are anticipated on Sunday over the North Coast, with mist affecting visibility in the morning.
Winds are expected to be mostly southwesterly and moderate in strength. They will be active throughout northern parts until northern Upper Egypt, plowing up sand and dust, also active on the Mediterranean Sea, disrupting maritime navigation there.
Waves in the Mediterranean Sea will be moderate to rough and range between 2 to 2.5 meters in height, with southeasterly surface winds.
Waves in the Red Sea are mild and ranging between 1.5 to 2 meters in height, with northwesterly surface winds.
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ECONOMY

EGYPT, UAE AGREE ON MAKING QUANTUM LEAP 
            IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL TIES
Egypt and the UAE agreed on promoting cooperation in various economic fields to make a quantum leap at the level of the commercial, industrial and investment relations.
This came during the conclusion meeting of the Egyptian-UAE joint economic committee, co-chaired by Egypt's Minister of Trade and Industry Tarek Qabil and UAE Minister of Economy Sultan bin Saeed al Mansoori.
In a press conference held on Saturday, Qabil said that the meetings stressed the importance of enhancing Egyptian-UAE efforts to upgrade ties in all fields, especially the commercial and investment ones.
The economic and commercial relations between the two nations have been developed during the past period as a number of joint developmental ventures were implemented, he said.
Both sides agreed on removing obstacles hindering commercial ties to increase trade exchange, the minister added.
Talks between the two sides covered increasing joint investments, a draft MoU on qualifications and measurements, a proposed agreement on "halal" food, and the exchange of expertise and know-how in the customs domain.
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UAE MINISTER PRAISES EGYPT’S SUPPORTIVE-INVESTOR MEASURES

UAE Economy Minister Sultan Sultan bin Saeed al Mansoori hailed Saturday the recent measures taken by the Egyptian government to streamline procedures of investors and lure more investments.
Speaking on the sidelines of meetings of the Egyptian-UAE committee, Al Mansoori said the number of UAE companies facing troubles in Egypt has dropped to only six, adding that the obstacles they complained of are currently being tackled.
“Most of the troubles the investors encounter are related to the red tape and the delay in issuing official paperwork,” Al Mansoori said.
“The time factor is significant to investors while making decisions,” he added.
The UAE minister said the major three Arab economies (UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt) are seeking to achieve economic integration and political stability.
Meantime, Trade and Industry Minister Tarek Qabil said a national Egyptian trade system, called “EgyTrade”, was launched for the electronic linking between customs offices and ports.
Qabil said that necessary documents needed for export were reduced to just five instead of nine, and to six against eleven for imports, adding they were planned to be lowered again to only three documents by the end of the year. 
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7% GROWTH RATE NEEDED TO IMPROVE EGYPTIANS STANDARD OF LIVING: MAHMOUD MOHIELDIN

World Bank Group Senior Vice President Mahmoud Mohieldin has stressed that Egypt needs a growth rate of 7% to improve the Egyptians standard of living. 
He made the remarks in a meeting with the “Door-Knock” mission of the American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt (AmCham),, currently visiting the US. 
A growth rate of 3 or 4% that has been recorded in the recent years is not enough to make a significant improvement in the citizen’s standard of living, Mohieldin said. 
He noted that Egypt needs to raise the saving rate to 25-30% to achieve the targeted growth rates, pointing out that the current saving rate of Egypt ranges between 5 and 6%. 
The WB official called for establishing an Egyptian sovereign wealth fund to manage the surpluses of the profitable companies.
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MINSTER SAYS GOVERNMENT SEEKS PROVIDING UPPER EGYPT’S NEEDS 
OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

Petroleum Minister Tarek el-Molla said that the petroleum sector is working on upgrading the services provided in the Upper Egyptian governorates. 
He made the remarks in a meeting, chaired by el Molla, to approve the 2017 results of the Nile Petroleum company. 
The ministry is expanding petroleum activities in the Upper Egyptto meet the demands of residents and achieve the state’s development goals.
He said that marketing and distributing petroleum products in these governorates have significantly improved over the last period.

Head of the Nile Petroleum company, Amr el-Kaky, said that it distributed petroleum products in Upper Egypt through 69 gas stations, after the entry of seven new stations in 2017.
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PM TO LAY FOUNDATION STONE OF BUSINESS DISTRICT OF NEW CAPITAL

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail, who returned Saturday night to Cairo from Germany following a three-day visit, is planned to lay the foundation stone of the Central Business District (CBD) in Egypt's new administrative capital, some 50 kilometers east of Cairo.
Egypt has signed a deal with the China State Construction Engineering Corporation (CSCEC) in order to build the district that will include 20 towers. 
The Chinese company will also build a 385m-high skyscraper, set to be Africa’s tallest building.
Finalizing the deal, whose initial signing was witnessed by Chinese President Xi Jinping and Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El Sisi during Xi's first state visit to Egypt in January 2016, manifests the depth of the China-Egypt cooperation.
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COMMUNICATIONS MIN., GE FIRM MULL BILATERAL COOPERATION

Communications Minister Yasser el Qadi discussed with Ali Saleh, the Senior Vice President and Chief Commercial Officer of General Electric (GE) Digital Middle East, Africa and Turkey, means of boosting bilateral cooperation. 
Talks touched on establishing joint projects based on advanced software and applications, with the view of providing smart solutions and mechanisms that would contribute to the implementation of the state's strategy aiming at achieving digital transformation, read a statement released by the ministry on Saturday.
Qadi reviewed the state's strategy for digital transformation, highlighting plans of action connected to setting up a "Knowledge City" in the New Administrative Capital, that is expected to be a beacon of creativity that would attract the best qualified young cadres.
Qadi pointed out that cooperation with the GE Company in the coming period will include its provision of technological expertise needed for upgrading the modern technological system of Egypt's medical care sector.
The coming phase will also see close cooperation between Cairo and EG Company to internalize technology and digital solutions, he said, adding that means of working together as partners in implementing the Knowledge City project were also tackled.


For his side, Saleh voiced the company's keenness on offering its innovative technologies to contribute to the implementation of Egypt's strategy for the digital transformation. 
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EGYPT HOLDS SESSION IN NEW YORK ON ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT 
OF RURAL WOMEN

Egypt's permanent mission to the UN organized a number of events focusing on the economic empowerment of rural women in New York city on the sidelines of the 62nd session of the Commission on the Status of Women.
The activities were held in cooperation with the National Council for Women and the International Federation of Business and Professional Women, according to a press release by the council on Saturday.
Speaking at a theme session on empowering rural women and girls, Egypt's Permanent Representative to the UN Mohamed Idris praised the role played by rural women in the field of development.
"According to recent studies, women were found to have great contributions to sustainable development and economic growth," he noted.
Idris pointed out that the Egyptian mission intends to hold a number of meetings and workshops this year, expressing hope that non-governmental organizations would take part in these events in order to make use of their expertise in the fields of women's empowerment and gender equality.
The 62nd session of the Commission on the Status of Women is the UN’s largest gathering on gender equality, is taking place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 12 – 23 March 2018. It will focus on the theme, “Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls”.
The Commission is one of the largest annual gathering of global leaders, NGOs, private sector actors, United Nations partners and activists from around the world focusing on the status of rights and empowerment of all women and girls, everywhere.
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FIGHTING STILL ON IN SYRIA’S GHOUTA 
SOME 100 PEOPLE KILLED- REPORTS
Airstrikes in Syria killed more than 100 people on Friday as civilians, weary and many wounded, fled besieged areas for the second straight day.
Syrian government forces stepped up their offensive in the rebel-held eastern suburbs of the capital, Damascus, capturing a major town and closing in on another under the cover of Russia’s air power.
The majority of the deaths occurred in eastern Ghouta, where government forces have been on a crushing offensive for three weeks, capturing 70 percent of the besieged area. The weekslong violence has left more than 1,300 civilians dead, 5,000 wounded and forced thousands to flee to government-controlled areas.
Friday’s staggering death toll came a day after Syria passed the seven-year mark in its relentless civil war that has killed some 450,000 people and displaced half the country’s population.
The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said bombing and shelling by government and Russian forces killed a total of 76 people in eastern Ghouta, including 64 killed in Kafr Batna and another 12 in Saqba. Government forces also captured the nearby town of Jisreen, it said.
“If the world does not move, Ghouta will be exterminated,” said Siraj Mahmoud, a member of the opposition’s Syrian Civil Defense search-and-rescue group.
The Observatory said another 36 people were killed in the Kurdish-held town of Afrin in northern Syria, where Turkish troops and Turkey-backed Syrian opposition fighters have been on the offensive since Jan. 20. The dead included nine killed in airstrikes that hit the town’s general hospital.
Friday’s government attack on Kafr Batna was with cluster bombs, napalm-like incendiary weapons, and conventional explosives, the Observatory said.
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LEBANON RECEIVES 'FREE' MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM RUSSIA

Stressing the necessity to boost the army's combat abilities, Russia has announced at the Rome II Conference that it will provide "part of military products to Lebanon at no charge".

"Moscow considers essential the contribution to strengthening the combat capabilities of the Lebanese army and internal security forces, which are responsible for the security and stability of the country," Russian special envoy to the Middle East and Africa, Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov said at the conference.
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TURKEY SEEKS UP TO 15 YEARS JAIL FOR OPPOSITION

NEWSPAPER STAFF IN TERROR CASE

Turkish prosecutors on Friday demanded prison sentences of up to 15 years for 13 staff from the opposition Cumhuriyet newspaper, the daily and state media reported.
A total of 17 current and former writers, cartoonists and executives from Cumhuriyet ("Republic") are currently on trial on terror charges in a case which has raised alarm over press freedom under President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
The trial began on July 24, 2017, and despite several conditional releases in previous hearings including two last week, the paper's chairman Akin Atalay remains in jail.
The prosecutor requested between 7.5 and 15 years in jail for 13 staff for "helping an armed terror organisation without being a member" during the hearing in Istanbul, Cumhuriyet and state news agency Anadolu reported.
The 13 included Atalay, the daily's editor-in-chief Murat Sabuncu, investigative reporter Ahmet Sik, cartoonist Musa Kart and veteran political commentator Kadri Gursel.
Cumhuriyet did not specify what the prosecutor demanded in relation to the others.


The prosecutor also asked that Atalay -- who spent his 500th day in prison on Wednesday -- remain behind bars. 
The Cumhuriyet staff have been accused of coverage which offered support to three groups Turkey views as terrorists -- the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), the ultra-left Revolutionary People's Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C), and the movement of US-based preacher Fethullah Gulen who is accused of ordering the July 2016 attempted coup.
ALAHRAM P.16
RUSSIA- BRITAIN DIPLOMATIC WAR FLARES UP
RUSSIA EXPELS 23 BRITISH DIPLOMATS
Russia has expelled 23 British diplomats in a deepening geopolitical dispute over a nerve agent attack on a former spy in Britain, Russia Today channel reported.
The Russian foreign ministry summoned the British ambassador on Saturday to inform him of the retaliatory action that follows the UK’s expulsion of 23 Russian diplomats earlier this week.
The British diplomats were given one week to leave the country.
Also, Russia has announced withdrawing its approval to open a British consulate in St. Petersburg city. Moscow also suspended the activity of the British Cultural Council in Russia.
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ISRAELI FORCES TARGET FARMERS

AND FISHERMEN IN GAZA STRIP
Israeli occupation forces opened fire on Saturday morning at Palestinian farmers and shepherds in eastern Gaza city and fishermen in northern the city.
The Israeli troops stationed at the vicinity of Malaka military site opened fire towards Palestinian agricultural lands of farmers and shepherds, forcing them to flee the site, WAFA news agency reported.
Farmers in al Fukhariya area were also targeted by Israeli soldiers, according to eyewitnesses.
No casualties were reported in both incidents.
Meanwhile, Israeli navy targeted fishermen and their boats that were sailing within four nautical miles in al Sudaniya area, to the northwest of the city.
The boats were damaged and fishermen were forced to leave the area in fear of getting shot.
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SAUDI, UAE, QATARI LEADERS 
TO VISIT TRUMP IN MARCH, APRIL
Senior Saudi, Emirati and Qatari leaders will meet with U.S. President Donald Trump in March and April  U.S. officials said, amid efforts by Washington to try to resolve a dispute between the Gulf neighbors.

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan of the United Arab Emirates and Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani are all planning to have bilateral visits with Trump in March and April, a senior U.S. official said.
The agenda will include setting up a Gulf Cooperation Council summit, the official said, which Washington hopes will be held later this year, as well as Middle East peace and Iran.

The UAE, along with Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Egypt, cut off travel and trade ties with Qatar last June, accusing it of supporting terrorism and their arch-rival Iran. Doha denies the charges and says the countries aim to curtail its sovereignty.

Washington is hoping to lay the groundwork for a summit by the summer.

“We would hope the dispute is resolved before the summit to allow maximum focus on other strategic concerns like Iran,” another U.S. official said.

Qatar is host to U.S. and international forces at Al Udeid Air Base, which is home to the Combined Air Operations Center. The center coordinates an array of data and intelligence from satellites, drones, radar and U.S. planes flying over hot spots in the Middle East and bombing Islamic State positions.
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EDITORIALS & COLUMNS
WHY DID TRUMP SACK TILLERSON?
By dumping U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson in one of his tweets, Republican President Donald Trump has got rid of one of his secretaries he hates the most. Tillerson was keen on being independent and refused to be a yes-man and most of the time he described Trump as foolish, writes Makram Mohamed Ahmed in a column in Al-Ahram on Sunday.

Since November, Trump made Tillerson’s ouster a matter known to everyone. It happened several times that Trump ignored him in his decisions, particularly his recent decision to meet North Korean leader Kim Jong-un by the end of May, let alone the two men’s rift over Iran’s nuclear deal.

By firing Tillerson, Trump has managed to set up a team of his like and mood as he apparently does not tolerate differences with his economic or political decisions. The U.S. president wants secretaries and officials who only act like a choir singing to his tune.

Trump picked CIA Director Mike Pompeo, who gives the thumbs-up to most of the U.S. president’s opinions and does not differ with him on any global or regional issue.

Pompeo also supports Trump on all the economic issues and agrees 100% over increasing the customs tariffs over the United States’ imports of steel and aluminum, although it extremely harmed America’s European allies, namely Germany, the top exporter of steel for the Untied States.
Obviously, Trump’s successful handling of the unemployment problem has won him the bravery of taking tough economic decisions, enhanced his self-confidence and made him more adamant that his ruling elite would be more committed to his policies.

Trump apparently has no problem changing his aides all the time. Last week he accepted his chief economic adviser Gary Cohn, who objected the decision to raise duties on America’s steel and aluminum imports, and appointed TV economic commentator Larry Kudlow in his place.

The White House is experiencing an atmosphere of anxiety as rumors are have it that some will soon exit the Trump administration. The most important question now is who will be included in the forthcoming wind of change?
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SHUTTING DOWN FACEBOOK

Facebook users undoubtedly make a lot of mistakes, but it cannot be denied that social media has several advantages, at least allowing humans in each society and even across the universe to communicate like never before. 

In general, Facebook's advantages outdo its users' mistakes, not only regarding their number but their impact as well, writes Ahmed Abel Tawab in an article in Al-Ahram on Sunday. 

It is enough that posting views and debating them, even writing casual comments, has become a basic element in shaping the public opinion about crucial issues. 

Yet, this does not refute the fact that some social media users babble, prattle and spread lies and rumors, sometimes intentionally and other times unknowingly; in addition to degrading the language to an unacceptable way…etc. 

This overlap between mistakes and advantages creates a difficult mission for those who imagine that they can, with just one click, spare the state and citizens these negativities.

Moreover, this issue now matters each and every one; as Facebook is worldly used.

It has become part of the daily routine of some people. It is ensured by constitutions, laws and international conventions, even if this was not stated clearly in the laws drafted before Facebook's invention.                                                   

It has become harder for those to accept any hindrances in practicing this routine; they even ask for more technologies that would provide a faster and more effective service.    

This problem exists worldwide; and to face it we must abide by certain rules, most importantly are making sure that freedoms of thought, expression and speech are protected, while at the same time providing guarantees to protect the society and citizens from some of the negativities mentioned above.

In this case and amid the circulating news on efforts to deal with this issue, we can learn from the democratic states' experiences in this regard. 

Freedom advocates realized that some Facebook users imagined that they move in a free space where they are not obliged to commit to the rules protecting the country and citizens.

Thus, they made use of their previous experiences with journalism and media in strictly enforcing the law. 

In France, the USA and other states, for instance, some people were penalized for insulting their national army that fights ISIS.  

All related information is available online for anyone who is interested in getting knowledge and benefiting the public dialogue in Egypt.  
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EGYPT’S SOFT POWER

By: Attiya Essawi
Writer Attiya Essawi in a column titled, "Egypt’s Soft Power" published by "Al-Ahram" daily morning newspaper on Sunday, March 18, displays the influence of Egypt’s soft power in the African Continent over many decades particularly the last 6 decades.
In last century’s fifties and sixties, Egypt’s soft power proved its effectiveness to maintain its security, strategic and economic interests in the African Continent.

Since the outbreak of the June 30th Revolutionary, Egypt is endeavoring to restore its role that has relatively tapered away in Africa.

Egypt managed to realize some success by improving its relations with the African countries. 

Egypt also managed to curb any attempt to harm its interests and strengthened its ties with the Dark Continent’s people.

In the past, hopes of the African people for independence and development have been pinned to Egypt’s assistance to the liberation movements and development goals.

Egypt versus Colonialists

Egypt had firmly faced the colonialists’ attempts to loot the African countries resources.

In return, Egypt received appreciation and support for the Arab causes in the international forums.

The brotherly Arab countries abstained from any conduct that maybe detrimental to the Egyptian causes like the Israeli occupation of the Sinai Peninsula, the Syrian Golan Heights or some Jordanian territories.

Still, Egypt hosted the African liberation movements, trained its members and provided them with arms.

Kidney Dialysis Unit

Recently, Egypt gave South Sudan a kidney dialysis unit as a gift to help the South Sudanese people recover from kidney diseases. The South Sudanese people received the dialysis unit with high interest.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Sameh Shoukry also inaugurated on March 12th with the South Sudanese Minister of Health, Dr. Riek Gai, the dialysis unit offered by Egypt to the Juba Educational Hospital, which includes two dialysis units and a water treatment unit.

The Foreign Minister was ceremoniously received by school, university students and officials of the Ministry of Health in South Sudan. Shoukry proceeded to ribbon-cutting and mark the opening of the unit amid cheers of the South Sudanese people, who lined up to pay tribute and express their happiness and appreciation for Egypt’s present.

Shoukry affirmed Egypt's intention to continue its efforts in support of the health sector in South Sudan. He said that Egypt will increase the number of dialysis units in the Juba Educational Hospital from two to 8 units.

He added that Egypt will also dispatch a medical delegation to operate the dialysis center for two months, starting April 2018, as well as providing training for a South Sudanese medical staff to operate the center.

The Spokesman noted that Shoukry also referred to the dispatch of a medical convoy specialized in ophthalmology and fistula treatment to the city of "Wau".​
Deep Appreciation for Egypt

South Sudanese President Salva Kiir expressed his deep appreciation for Cairo’s stances siding with his country.

President Salva Kiir expressed appreciation for the deeply-rooted relations binding Egypt and South Sudan, saying his country is keen on boosting relations with Egypt given its pivotal role in the region.
Salva Kiir expressed appreciation for Egypt's efforts to ease tension between the conflicting parties; particularly Egypt has been a member at the UN Security Council and the African Union's Peace and Security Council.
Moreover, the South Sudanese officials praised Egypt’s efforts to achieve national unity in their country through a national dialogue and efforts to implement the peace agreement signed in August 2015.

They also expressed his country’s appreciation for Egypt’s efforts in organizing an operation earlier last year to airlift 100 tonnes of humanitarian aid to the South Sudanese people.
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Two major issues figure high on Cairo morning dailies, the  inspection tour of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to east port Said projects and  the massive participation of the Egyptian expats abroad.


President Abdel Fattah El Sisi carried out an inspection tour Saturday of a number of projects in East Port Said Port where he was accompanied by Defense and Military Production Minister Sedqi Sobhy. He said that the developing East Port Said Port would require more than EGP 80 billion. During his inspection visit to Port Said Governorate, Sisi said that developing the East Port Said Port and its vicinity came as part of Egypt’s efforts to support the development process in Sinai, according to presidential spokesman Bassam Rady.


Sisi also said he can accept a delay of 3-4 months in the development projects of the East Port Said Zone due to security measures taken in the area.


The National Election Authority (NEA) has not received any complaints about presidential polls abroad, the body's spokesman Mahmoud el Sherif said on Saturday. Speaking at a press conference at the authority's headquarters, Sherif said the electoral process is going very well abroad for the second day in a row.


The British police  said it deals with the  incident of killing Mariam Moustafa, an Egyptian girl, as it is a “major crime”, and pledged to  pursue investigation to determine circumstances of attacking her, warning at the same time from publishing  ane comments that affect the investigations.


Meanwhile, Prosecutor General Nabil Sadeq requested on Saturday British authorities to send medical reports of Egyptian girl Mariam Mostafa, who was killed in England last week, as soon as possible.


Units of the Egyptian and French naval forces concluded on Saturday joint maritime exercises in the Red Sea. The several-day exercises included marine survey and conducting naval drills.


Sudanese Ambassador to Egypt Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim said that Sudanese President  Omar al Bashir will visit Egypt tomorrow for a summit meeting with President Sisi on means of  augmenting bilateral relations.


Trade and Industry Minister Tarek Qabil asserted that  the Egyptian-UAE relations  has recently witnessed a marked momentum at the  economic and trade levels, which has been culminated at the trade exchange level with UAE topping the list of the importing companies from  Egypt last year, with Egyptian exports valued at $2.5 billion. 


The government is to announce within days the wheat purchase prices for the new season  prior to referring them to the parliament. The prices are expected to increase to 10 – 15 percent.


Russia has expelled 23 British diplomats in a deepening geopolitical dispute over a nerve agent attack on a former spy in Britain, Russia Today channel reported.


The Russian foreign ministry summoned the British ambassador on Saturday to inform him of the retaliatory action that follows the UK’s expulsion of 23 Russian diplomats earlier this week.


Britain, France and Germany have proposed fresh EU sanctions on Iran over its ballistic missiles and its role in Syria’s war, according to a confidential document, in a bid to persuade Washington to preserve the 2015 nuclear deal with Tehran.
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Al Ahram editorial says the massive turnout of the Egyptians abroad on casting ballot in the presidential elections sends a message to the world asserting that the Egyptians have chosen the future which means stability, and security, along with marinating the nation’s unity and integrity.





Al Gomhuria editorially, within the same context, praises the intensive turnout of the Egyptian expats in an atmosphere of celebrations and joy.
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