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· ARMED FORCES CONTINUE UPROOTING  TERRORISM IN SINAI

· 16 TAKFIRISTS KILLED, THREE OTHERS NABBED, AND 285 HIDEOUTS DESTROYED

· DEFENSE MINISTER VISITS INJURED  ARMED FORCES PERSONNEL IN MILITARY HOSPITALS

· BASHIR, EGYPT’S INTELLIGENCE CHIEF  DISCUSS BOOSTING  BILATERAL RELATIONS

· FM SHOUKRY  MONDAY STARTS  AFRICAN TOUR OF S. SUDAN, KENYA 

· SHOUKRY MEETS SALVA KIIR, SIGNS CONSULTATION MECHANISM WITH S. SUDAN

· EGYPTIAN EMBASSIES INTENSIFY PREPARATIONS AHEAD OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

· PRESIDENTIAL DECREE FORMING COMMITTEE  TO OFFER  LAND LOTS  OF N. SINAI  DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

· CABINET MULLS PROPOSALS ON DEVELOPING PRE-UNIVERSITY EDUCATION

· HEALTH, TELECOMMUNICATION MINISTERS  SIGN PROTOCOL ON MECHANIZATION OF HEALTH INSURANCE SYSTEM

· PM ISMAIL SAYS EGYPT IS KEEN  ON UPGRADING LEATHER INDUSTRY

· EGYPT’S EXPORTS TO TURKEY JUMP TO $1.998 BLN IN 2017

· BRITAIN INVESTIGATES “PUNISH A MUSLIM DAY,” TERMING IT AS CRIME OF HATRED

· CHINA’S XI ALLOWED  TO REMAIN ‘PRESIDENT  FOR LIFE’  AS TERM LIMITS REMOVED

R O U N D - U P
General Sedqi Sobhy, the Commander in Chief of the armed forces and the Minister of Defense and Military Production said the heroes of the armed forces are determined to defend Egypt, uproot terrorism and enjoying high morals. During a visit to officers and soldiers of the Armed Forces who were wounded during Comprehensive Operation Sinai 2018 operation, the minister conveyed greetings of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to them as well as his wishes for their speedy recovery.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Armed Forces have killed 16 Takfiris, including four dangerous ones, in central Sinai within the course of the Comprehensive Operation Sinai 2018 (COS 2018).
The Armed Forces Sunday issued statement No 15 on the outcome of Comprehensive Operation Sinai 2018 that was launched on February 9 to fight terrorism in North and Central Sinai and other areas in the Nile Delta and the desert areas west of the Nile Valley.
-------------------------------------------------------

Some 285 trenches, hideouts and warehouses containing machine guns, ammunition, military uniforms, daily supplies, spare parts and booklets advocating takfiri doctrine were destroyed.
-------------------------------------------------------

In cooperation between the armed forces and North Sinai Governorate, a new convoy of foodstuffs was dispatched to North Sinai in implementation of President Sisi directives to provide commodities at cost price to citizens in North Sinai. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir Sunday received major General Abbas Kamel, the Acting Chief of intelligence service and his accompanying delegation. Sudanese News Agency reported that the meeting dealt with the significance of communication between Egypt and the Sudan, the challenges facing the region and their impact on bilateral relations. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry will start an African tour of South Sudan and Kenya Monday with the aim of boosting bilateral cooperation with the two countries. 
During his tour, Shoukry will tackle a number of regional files of mutual concern, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry met Sunday with African Export-Import Bank Chairman Benedict Oramah.
The meeting touched on ways to promote cooperation between Egypt and the bank, said the foreign ministry's spokesman Ahmed Abu-Zeid.
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Justice Hossam Abdel Rehim said Sunday Egypt will succeed in eliminating terrorism which targets its security and stability, adding that Egypt exerts strenuous efforts to uproot such dark evil at the intellectual and security levels.
-------------------------------------------------------

Dr Shawqy Allam, the Mofty of the Republic has mourned the death of a non commissioned officer and a soldier and the injury of one of officer, one non commissioned officer and four soldiers during the campaign to eliminate terrorist hideouts. 

-------------------------------------------------------

With presidential elections approaching, Deputy Foreign Minister's Deputy Hamdi Loza, who oversees the elections for Egyptians abroad, discussed with Al Ahram the ministry's latest preparations for the vote.

Loza said that the ministry is holding training courses for committees that will supervise voting abroad under the supervision of the National Elections Authority (NEA), as well as other procedures aimed at facilitating the highest turnout from expatriates. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Egyptian Ambassador to France Ehab Badawi Sunday urged the Egyptian community in Paris to exercise their constitutional right and cast their votes in their country's coming presidential polls.
-------------------------------------------------------

The official campaign of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Sunday received the ambassadors of Bahrain, Jordan, Iraq, Algeria, the UAE, Palestine, Tunisia, Libya, Oman, and Lebanon in Cairo.
The campaign also hosted deputy head of the Saudi diplomatic mission to Egypt, as well as the Charge d'affaires of Mauritania and of Djibouti.
-------------------------------------------------------

A rally was held on Sunday in Maghagha city, Minya Governorate, to support President Abdel Fattah El Sisi in the upcoming elections. The campaign's secretary highlighted the president's achievements in eastern Nile villages, asserting that the village council will vote for the president in the forthcoming elections.

-------------------------------------------------------

Abdel Mohsen Salama, the Head of the Journalists Syndicate has stressed the importance pof positive participation in elections. He said calls for boycotting elections are rejected and clash with all democratic principles. Hamdy Al Konayssy, the Head of the mediamen syndicate said Egypt is living its gloriest days urging citizens to intensively take part in elections. He called on citizens not to pay attention to calls for boycotting elections
-------------------------------------------------------

An Egyptian security delegation returned to Gaza Sunday to follow up the Palestinian reconciliation file.
-------------------------------------------------------

Head of the National Council for Women Dr Maya Morsi left Cairo for New York on Sunday leading a delegation of the council to take part in the 62nd session of the UN Economic and Social Council's Commission on the Status of Women to open Monday and last for one week.
-------------------------------------------------------

Al Azhar Undersecretary Abbas Shuman arrived in Tokyo on Sunday to take part in a conference on fighting extremism and violence in the Middle East.
-------------------------------------------------------

Al Azhar Grand Imam Ahmed el Tayyeb discussed in Sunday's meeting with Mauritanian Ambassador to Egypt Weddadi ould Sidi Haiba ways and means of fostering bilateral ties in different cultural, religious and scientific fields.
-------------------------------------------------------

The House of Representatives' Committee for Media, Culture and Antiquities held a closed-door meeting on Sunday to a consider law aimed at regulating online media activities.

The 25-article law was drafted by MP Atef Nasser and approved by 60 deputies.

-------------------------------------------------------

The Ministry of Justice organized 12 workshops to activate alternative procedures that judges can resort to when a 15-year-old child commits a crime.
At a roundtable, the ministry's judicial protection department head Khaled el Abraq said the new alternative procedures reported in the child law include reprimand, rehabilitation, mandatory duties, judicial testing, and public benefit activities.
-------------------------------------------------------

The government has referred to the House of Representatives a draft law to pass a traffic bill. 
Another bill to amend articles of a law giving priority to Egyptian products was also referred to the House of Representatives, a Cabinet statement said Sunday.

-------------------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail lauded on Sunday the role played by former Saudi Ambassador in Cairo Ahmed al Qattan and his efforts of promoting bilateral relations in various fields especially the developmental, economic and investment ones.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Foreign Ministry has urged citizens to abide by Malaysian visa rules after repeated detention of Egyptians over violations. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Minister of Higher Education Khaled Abdel Ghaffar asserted the importance of boosting cooperation between Egypt and Portugal especially in the fields of higher education, science, technology and scientific research.
-------------------------------------------------------

The second Egypt-Japan forum for science kicked off at the headquarters of Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology (E-JUST) on Saturday.
The forum is organized by the university in cooperation with the Japanese Embassy here.
-------------------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail on Sunday attended a signing ceremony of a cooperation protocol between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology on mechanization of Egypt's social health insurance system.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian Academy for Engineering and Advanced Technology of the Military Production Ministry and Engineering Faculty of Badr University have signed a cooperation protocol.
-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt inaugurated on Sunday the first Athletic Heart Center (AHC) in the Middle East, which is meant to conduct full heart check-ups for athletes, which in turn could help mitigate the risks that might face them inside various sports pitches. 
-------------------------------------------------------

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi issued Sunday decree no. 107/2018 to form a committee, headed by Presidential Aide for National and Strategic Projects Ibrahim Mahlab, to offer land of North Sinai development project. 
-------------------------------------------------------

An Egyptian woman has donated all her jewelry, worth around LE260,000 pounds and an additional LE10,000 pounds to Tahya Misr Fund to contribute to developing Sinai.
-------------------------------------------------------

Giza Criminal Court decided on Sunday to set May 27 for the retrial of the Supreme Guide of the terrorist Muslim Brotherhood (MB) group Mohamed Badie and eight other prominent MB leaders over inciting and committing acts of violence in Giza's el Bahr el Azam.
-------------------------------------------------------

Alexandria Criminal Court on Sunday sentenced nine people to different jail terms over charges of murdering a person because of a feud in the Upper Egyptian governorate of Assiut.
-------------------------------------------------------

Irrepressible Al Ahly are just one point away from securing a third straight Egyptian Premier League title after an early goal gave them a 1-0 victory over Enppi at Cairo's Petrosport Stadium on Sunday.

-------------------------------------------------------

Egypt's exports to Turkey jumped 38.5 percent to $1.998 billion in 2017, compared to $1.443 billion, said the trade and industry ministry in a press release on Sunday.
-------------------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail said Sunday that Egypt is keen on upgrading the leather industry in a way that would boost productivity and exports. 
-------------------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail and representatives of Japan's Toyota Tsusho Corporation met Sunday to discuss joint cooperation.
-------------------------------------------------------

The Egyptian Financial Supervisory Authority (EFSA) seeks to increase the current social insurance umbrella to include 50 percent of Egyptians.
-------------------------------------------------------


-------------------------------------------------------

MAIN STORY
ARMED FORCES CONTINUE TO UPROOT TERRORISM FROM SINAI

ARMED FORCES: 16 TAKFIRIS KILLED IN CENTRAL SINAI

SOBHY: FULL MEDICAL CARE FOR THE INJURED

BASHIR DISCUSSES WITH INTELLIGENCE SERVICE DEVELOPING 
BILATERAL RELATIONS

General Sedqi Sobhy, the Commander in Chief of the armed forces and the Minister of Defense and Military Production said the heroes of the armed forces are determined to defend Egypt and uproot terrorism. During a visit to officers and soldiers of the Armed Forces who were wounded during Comprehensive Operation Sinai 2018 operation, the minister conveyed greetings of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to them as well as his wishes for their speedy recovery.
General Sobhy asserted that the Armed Forces personnel are resolute in their fight to eradicate terrorism and extremism and support Egyptians' endeavors to achieve stability and development. He further hailed the success achieved so far in Comprehensive Operation Sinai 2018.
The minister pledged to ensure that the injured servicemen are given the best possible medical care. 

16 Terrorists Killed 

The Armed Forces have killed 16 Takfiris, including four dangerous ones, in central Sinai within the course of the Comprehensive Operation Sinai 2018 (COS 2018).
The Armed Forces Sunday issued statement No 15 on the outcome of Comprehensive Operation Sinai 2018 that was launched on February 9 to fight terrorism in North and Central Sinai and other areas in the Nile Delta and the desert areas west of the Nile Valley.
According to the statement, the Armed Forces destroyed several targets and hideouts of terrorists. 
Air forces destroyed nine targets used by terrorists as hideouts and three booby-trapped vehicles.
Some 285 trenches, hideouts and warehouses containing machine guns, ammunition, military uniforms, daily supplies, spare parts and booklets advocating takfiri doctrine were destroyed.
Some 83 explosive devices were dismantled.
An under-ground warehouse containing 34 rockets, four RPGs and quantities of explosive materials was destroyed.
A lab used for manufacturing explosive devices in Sheikh Zuwaid was uncovered. Some 60 hand grenades, 200 detonators, wireless communications tools and explosive materials were found inside. 
Six vehicles and 32 unlicensed motorbikes were seized and destroyed.
Six bango and hashish farms were destroyed and more than 4,680 kg of narcotics were seized.
The Navy forces seized a ship in the precincts of Alexandria port after discovering 3.5 tons of hashish inside.
Border guards, in cooperation with Air Forces, detected and destroyed five 4by4 vehicles while attempting to sneak into Egyptian territories from western borders.
Combat groups of the Armed Forces and Interior Ministry continue operating 610 security patrols and setting up checkpoints across the nation.
The statement reiterated armed forces and police's persistence to eradicate the roots of terrorism and achieve security and stability for the great Egyptian people. 

New convoy of foodstuffs to North Sinai citizens

In cooperation between the armed forces and North Sinai Governorate, a new convoy of foodstuffs was dispatched to North Sinai in implementation of President Sisi directives to provide commodities at cost price to citizens in North Sinai. Minister of Supply Dr Ali Mesalhy has stressed the importance of full coordination with the armed forces and the holding company for foodstuffs to provide the needs of North Sinai of basic consumer commodities. He said wheat and flour quotas to North Sinai will be increased for producing subsidized bread and providing fresh vegetables and dairy products needed by the governorate

Al Bashir, Intelligence chief discuss developing relations
Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir Sunday received major General Abbas Kamel, the Acting Chief of intelligence service and his accompanying delegation. Sudanese News Agency reported that the meeting dealt with the significance of communication between Egypt and the Sudan, the challenges facing the region and their impact on bilateral relations. 
The meeting was witnessed by General Salah Abdallah, the Director of the Sudanese national security and intelligence and Hatem Hassan Bakhit, the Minister of State at the Sudanese Presidency.

The agency said the visit comes within the framework of the efforts by the Joint four-way committee which emerged from the meeting between Presidents Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Omar Al basher on the sidelines at the recent African summit in Addis Ababa.

FM to start African tour of S. Sudan, Kenya Monday

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry will start an African tour of South Sudan and Kenya Monday with the aim of boosting bilateral cooperation with the two countries. 
During his tour, Shoukry will tackle a number of regional files of mutual concern, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid. 
Shoukry will first stop in Juba to meet with President Salva Kiir Mayardit and sign a memorandum of understanding to establish a mechanism of political dialogue between the two countries, Abu Zeid said. 
Shoukry will deliver a shipment of logistics aid offered by the Egyptian Agency of Partnership for Development (EAPD), an affiliate to the Foreign Ministry, he added. 
The top diplomat is also set to meet with South Sudanese Health Minister Riek Gai Kok and visit the Egyptian clinic in Juba, the spokesman made it clear. 
He will also inaugurate a dialysis center established by Egypt at Juba Educational Hospital, Abu Zeid further said.
After Juba, the foreign minister will head for Nairobi, Kenya, to meet with Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta to convey a verbal message from President Abdel Fattah El Sisi on boosting bilateral cooperation. 
FM Shoukry, African bank chief mull cooperation

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry met Sunday with African Export-Import Bank Chairman Benedict Oramah.
The meeting touched on ways to promote cooperation between Egypt and the bank, said the foreign ministry's spokesman Ahmed Abu-Zeid.
Shoukry hailed as positive the bank's role in supporting trade among the African countries through guarantees and facilitation for exporters and importers in the continent.
He asserted Cairo's keenness to offer all support and required facilitation for the bank to help it play its role to serve African interests, said the spokesman.
Shoukry said that Egypt seeks more cooperation with the African bank during the coming period, including the bank's participation in ongoing development projects in Egypt.
He noted that the foreign ministry pays special attention to infrastructure projects in Egypt and all other African nations. He called on the bank to offer more support for such projects that help the African countries improve living standards of their people. 

Justice Minister: Egypt will succeed in Combating Terror

Minister of Justice Hossam Abdel Rehim said Sunday Egypt will succeed in eliminating terrorism which targets its security and stability, adding that Egypt exerts strenuous efforts to uproot such dark evil at the intellectual and security levels.
Addressing a two-day symposium organized by the ministry on confronting terrorist ideologies, the Minister said the Armed Forces and the police are exerting great efforts to confront terror at the security and military levels, adding that what Egypt is facing is an international and regional kind of terror that is orchestrated by some countries and organizations.
These countries fund and train terrorists and recruit youth for terrorist organizations through mass media and websites, he said, asserting that Egypt will succeed to curb and uproot terrorism.
The symposium is attended by representatives of various authorities and ministries.

Grand Sheikh of Al Azhar Dr Ahmed el Tayyeb said the Armed Forces and the police are fighting a ferocious war against terror and Takfiri organizations in Sinai and elsewhere in Egypt. Al Azhar stands side-by-side with the Egyptian state in the war on terror, he said.
In his address, read out on his behalf by Secretary General of Al Azhar's Islamic Research Academy Dr Mohieddin Afifi, Al Azhar's Grand Sheikh said Al Azhar exerts strenuous efforts to confront terror intellectually, referring to a new curriculum at Al Azhar institutes to correct misconceptions about a number of issues adopted by terrorist organizations such as Jihad.
Al Azhar teaches various sects including those against its ideology so that its students learn to be open and accept others, he added.
He explained that Jihad in Islam is not absolute but rather for defending self, the homeland, property and funds and not to attack others. Differences in religious beliefs and thought is never a reason for killing, he stressed.

Mufti of the Republic: army, police personnel sacrifice their lives for the sake of the homeland
Dr Shawqy Allam, the Mufti of the Republic has mourned the death of a non commissioned officer and a soldier and the injury of one of officer, one non commissioned officer and four soldiers during the campaign to eliminate terrorist hideouts. He called on Egyptian citizens to rally efforts and support the armed forces and police in their fight against the powers of evil and terror. He said the Egyptian people will continue to praise the sacrifices of the police and army servicemen taking part in Sinai operation.
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MAIN STORY II
EGYPTIAN EMBASSIES ABROAD INTENSIFY PREPARATIONS 
FOR ELECTIONS

SISI OFFICIAL CAMPAIGN RECEIVES ARAB AMBASSADORS

With presidential elections approaching, Deputy Foreign Minister's Deputy Hamdi Loza, who oversees the elections for Egyptians abroad, said in an interview with Al Ahram the ministry's latest preparations for the vote.

Loza said that the ministry is holding training courses for committees that will supervise voting abroad under the supervision of the National Elections Authority (NEA), as well as other procedures aimed at facilitating the highest turnout from expatriates. 

Loza called on Egyptians abroad to participate in the presidential elections, which will begin on March 16 and last for three days.

“The embassies do not inquire about any official documents or legal residence; the only thing that matters to us is providing all the facilities for Egyptians to vote, wherever they are,” the ambassador affirmed. 

On the nature of the cooperation between the foreign ministry and the NEA, Loza affirmed that the NEA is the sole entity responsible for supervising the electoral process, and that the ministry has begun communication with expatriates after the NEA set the timeline for the presidential elections in January.

In addition to providing advisors, a technical staff from the NEA will supervise the equipment used in voting abroad, Loza said.

The courses will be organized directly before the elections so that supervisors are aware of the latest information related to the electoral process, which will take place from 9am to 9pm for Egyptians abroad.

Loza said that voting for Egyptian expats is limited to countries where Egypt has diplomatic missions.

Voting will not be taking place in countries like Libya, where there is currently no Egyptian embassy due to the security situation, which will prevent the participation of a large number of Egyptians, Loza said.

On the expected turnout of expatriates, Loza said that he hopes it will be similar to that of the 2014 elections, when Egyptians registered in high numbers to "support their nation and prove to the international community that what happened in Egypt represents the will of the people".

"There are two mechanisms to promote the presidential elections; electoral campaigns, which support candidates and have no connection to Egyptian embassies, and general conferences, which are held to encourage expats to participate in the elections," he added. 

Loza also said that training sessions are being held for 140 members of the foreign ministry who will be part of diplomatic missions abroad supervising polling stations.

"The foreign ministry members will ensure that no Egyptians who cast ballots abroad will be able to vote inside Egypt during the 26-28 March elections," he added. 

Loza also said that 139 diplomatic missions will be supervising the elections worldwide, adding that Kuwait, Jeddah, Riyadh and Dubai have large Egyptian expatriates communities.

In a related development, Egyptian communities abroad are holding rallies to urge citizens to intensively take part in voting. Communities stressed the importance pf the political participation.

Egyptian Diplomat Urges Nationals in Paris to Cast their Votes in Presidential Polls

Egyptian Ambassador to France Ehab Badawi Sunday urged the Egyptian community in Paris to exercise their constitutional right and cast their votes in their country's coming presidential polls.

The ambassador underlined the importance of effective and positive participation in the coming elections, hoping Egyptian expats will play a role in drawing up the country's future.

He said all technical and logistic preparations for the polls were finalized at the Egyptian embassy in Paris and the consulate in Marseille.

Sisi Official Campaign Receives Arab Ambassadors

The official campaign of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi Sunday received the ambassadors of Bahrain, Jordan, Iraq, Algeria, the UAE, Palestine, Tunisia, Libya, Oman, and Lebanon in Cairo.
The campaign also hosted deputy head of the Saudi diplomatic mission to Egypt, as well as the Charge d'affaires of Mauritania and of Djibouti.
General Coordinator Mahmoud Karem briefed the ambassadors on the presidential elections' timetable and the campaign's plan of action.
The campaign does not reflect the official position of the state and respects transparency, he added.
For their part, the ambassadors hailed Sisi's wise leadership which helped achieve development, security and safety in Egypt.
They voiced belief that Egypt would organize democratic, free and fair elections. 
Pro-Sisi Rally in Maghagha, Minya

A rally was held on Sunday in Maghagha city, Minya Governorate, to support President Abdel Fattah El Sisi in the upcoming elections.

The campaign's secretary highlighted the president's achievements in eastern Nile villages, asserting that the village council will vote for the president in the forthcoming elections.

Another rally was held in Assiut governorate in support of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi for a second term.

Coordinator of the campaign in Assiut's Sahel Selim, Osama Zekry, underlined that the ongoing pro-Sisi rallies reflect confidence in the president to continue the march of achievements and attain sustainable development.

At the end of the rally, a documentary depicting Sisi's achievements and stages of implementing national mega projects was screened. 

Public Figures: Citizens Participation in Elections is a National Duty

Abdel Mohsen Salama, the Head of the Journalists Syndicate has stressed the importance pof positive participation in elections. He said calls for boycotting elections are rejected and clash with all democratic principles. 

Hamdy Al Konayssy, the Head of the mediamen syndicate said Egypt is living its gloriest days urging citizens to intensively take part in elections. He called on citizens not to pay attention to calls for boycotting elections
Hisham Zazou, the former Minister of Tourism said citizens should realize the importance of taking part in elections. He said Egypt is witnessing an economic boom and hence they should support President Sisi efforts for shoring up the main pillars of the state.
Eng Ossam Kamal, the former Minister of Petroleum said elections are importance for both candidates and the public life in Egypt. He said participation in elections reflects citizens role in preserving their country's national security.

Gaber Assfour, the former Minister culture said citizens participation in elections would enhance the principle of partnership.

Constitutional expert Dr Shaweqy El Sayed said citizens should preserve the interests of the homeland through electing the President who will lead the country in the coming stage.

Professor of Political sociology Saeid Sadeq said participation in voting will enhance citizens role in building their country. He called for facing up to calls for troubling elections as Egypt is in need of more investments in the coming stage..

Dr Hany El Nazer, the former head of the National Research center has stressed the importance of citizens participation in elections as this political right should not be ceded at all.
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EGYPT
EGYPTIAN SECURITY DELEGATION BACK TO GAZA 
TO FOLLOW UP RECONCILIATION FILE
An Egyptian security delegation returned to Gaza Sunday to follow up the Palestinian reconciliation file.
The Egyptian delegation left for Gaza on Thursday after talks that had lasted for 12 days with Palestinian officials and leaders of factions, as well as businessmen and tribes. 
The talks were part of an Egyptian-brokered reconciliation agreement between the movements of Fatah and Hamas.
AL-GOMHURIA & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"NCW" CHIEF TO DELIVER EGYPT'S SPEECH AT "UN" MEETING ON WOMEN
Head of the National Council for Women Dr Maya Morsi left Cairo for New York on Sunday leading a delegation of the council to take part in the 62nd session of the UN Economic and Social Council's Commission on the Status of Women to open Monday and last for one week.
The commission will discuss challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls.
Morsi told reporters before departure that she will deliver Egypt's address at the meeting which will shed light on the key role played by rural women in Egypt in terms of enhancing agricultural and rural development and improving food security.
She will also expound obstacles facing rural women around the world which hinder obtaining their full rights.
Morsi will highlight the various mega projects taking place in Egypt which will be beneficial to rural women and their families and give recommendations on improving their status and living conditions.

ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Al-AZHAR TAKES PART IN ANTI-EXTREMISM CONFERENCE IN TOKYO
Al Azhar Undersecretary Abbas Shuman arrived in Tokyo on Sunday to take part in a conference on fighting extremism and violence in the Middle East.
During the several-day conference, Shuman is planned to expound Al Azhar’s expertise in combating the extremist and terrorist thoughts through Al Azhar Global Observatory and Fatwa Center, Al Azhar Center for Translation, efforts to develop the curriculum, and conferences aimed at spreading the teachings of moderate Islam.
Al-Azhar Condemns Torching Mosque in Berlin
In another context, Al Azhar condemned on Sunday an arson attack by unknown assailants against Koca Sinan Camii mosque on Kühleweinstraße, Berlin.
Al Azhar warned that such criminal acts, violating the sanctity of worships, are spreading hatred and racism in communities.
In its statement, the Sunni institution called on protecting the worships and respecting its sanctities for peacefully performing the religious rituals.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Al-AZHAR IMAM, MAURITANIA AMBASSADOR DISCUSS BOOSTING 
BILATERAL TIES
Al Azhar Grand Imam Ahmed el Tayyeb discussed in Sunday's meeting with Mauritanian Ambassador to Egypt Weddadi ould Sidi Haiba ways and means of fostering bilateral ties in different cultural, religious and scientific fields.
During the meeting, el Tayyeb has described Mauritania as a leading scientific hub in the Islamic world, highlighting its key role in preserving the Islamic and Arab heritage.
Also, the Grand imam asserted the importance of strengthening intellectual and cultural exchange between Al Azhar and various Mauritanian religious institutions.
For his part, Haiba expressed his country’s appreciation of the role played by Al Azhar and its imam in offering scholarships for Mauritanian students.

MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PARL. DISCUSSES NEW LAW ON REGULATING ONLINE MEDIA ACTIVITIES
The House of Representatives' Committee for Media, Culture and Antiquities held a closed-door meeting on Sunday to a consider law aimed at regulating online media activities.
The 25-article law was drafted by MP Atef Nasser and approved by 60 deputies.
Nasser, parliamentary spokesman of the "Future of a Nation" party, said his draft law covers all online media activities affiliated with publishing houses, news agencies, press organizations, advertising and commercial businesses, and satellite audio-visual channels.
The draft law stipulates that online activities for each of the above should be headed and run by an executive manager.

"Besides, the law outlines what qualities this manager should have in order to be licensed as a online manager," Nasser added. 
The law imposes penalties on unlicensed online activities and content violations such as fake news, statements and information. And it defines the authorities that will be in charge of licensing online media activities.
"It states that once an online media activity is authorised, it should first obtain a 10-year license, which can be renewed for another 10 years under certain conditions," Nasser said.
MP Stresses Need to Boost Cultural Exchange with S. Korea
In another context, the cultural committee of the House of Representatives has stressed the importance of enhancing cultural exchange with South Korea.
Cultural relations between peoples come first, even before common economic interests, said head of the committee Osama Heikal during a meeting with South Korean Ambassador in Cairo Yoon Yeo-cheol Sunday. 
The meeting took up ways and means of boosting relations between Cairo and Seoul in all fields, culture in particular. 
South Korean investments in Egypt have increased, Heikal said, noting that the investment climate encourages businessmen around the world, including South Koreans, to pump new investments into Egypt. 
Egypt's foreign policy is based on common interests, the MP said, stressing that his country is not party to any conflicts. 
He reiterated Egypt's firm stance regarding the importance of nuclear disarmament with the aim to achieve world peace. 
The South Korean ambassador said President Abdel Fattah El Sisi's recent visit to Seoul sure helped boost cooperation between the two sides.
He said the investment climate in Egypt is very attractive to Korean companies.
AL-AHRAM & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
JUSTICE MINISTRY MULLS OVER ACTIVATING ALTERNATIVES PROCEDURES 
IN CHILD LAW
The Ministry of Justice organized 12 workshops to activate alternative procedures that judges can resort to when a 15-year-old child commits a crime.
At a roundtable, the ministry's judicial protection department head Khaled el Abraq said the new alternative procedures reported in the child law include reprimand, rehabilitation, mandatory duties, judicial testing, and public benefit activities.
The roundtable was organized by the Social Solidarity Ministry in cooperation with the UN Office on Drugs and Crime. 
Other alternatives also include placing the juvenile in a social care institution or in a specialized hospital, he added. 
Though any child accused of a crime should be sent to a juvenile court, some children are tried as adults because of shortcomings in the age assessment process that sometimes misleads the court, he added, noting that these shortcomings need to be addressed and fully corrected.
State Council Finalizes Reviewing Amendments to Building Law
In another context, The State Council's Legislation Department has finalized its review of proposed amendments of the building law, the farmers' and farm producers' syndicate draft law as well as a draft law allowing the Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation (EGPC) explore for gold in Um Oud and Hanjaliya areas in the Eastern Desert.
The legislation department also finalized reviewing a draft bill presented by the manpower minister to issue an executive statute of the laws organizing work of the trade union organizations.
In statements on Sunday, Deputy Chairman of the State Council Counselor Abdel Raziq Mahran said the department is still reviewing other important draft laws.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CABINET REFERS DRAFT LAW ON TRAFFIC TO PARL.
The government has referred to the House of Representatives a draft law to pass a traffic bill. 
Another bill to amend articles of a law giving priority to Egyptian products was also referred to the House of Representatives, a Cabinet statement said Sunday.
Gov't Mulls over Proposals on Developing Pre-University Education In another context, the Cabinet held a meeting on Sunday under Prime Minister Sherif Ismail to discuss several strategic files related to the development of the pre-university education.
The government considers the development of the educational process a cornerstone for achieving the goals of the sustainable development strategy "Egypt Vision 2030".
A Cabinet statement said that Minister of Education Tarek Shawky briefed the ministers on the main obstacles facing the current pre-university education system involving some 20 million students.
The minister affirmed that the system should be based on cognitive learning and innovation in order to keep abreast of the advancements in communication, information and digital knowledge technologies.
Ideas to overcome the current problems and develop the pre-university education system have been tackled.

ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PM HAILS QATTAN'S ROLE IN BOOSTING EGYPTIAN-SAUDI TIES
Prime Minister Sherif Ismail lauded on Sunday the role played by former Saudi Ambassador in Cairo Ahmed al Qattan and his efforts of promoting bilateral relations in various fields especially the developmental, economic and investment ones.
The Saudi diplomat's endeavors included exchanging points of view pertaining to issues of common interest and working together on achieving stability in the region, the premier noted.
These remarks came during the meeting held with Qattan on occasion of ending his tenure.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOREIGN MINISTRY URGES EGYPTIANS TO ABIDE 
BY MALAYSIAN VISA RULES
The Foreign Ministry has urged citizens to abide by Malaysian visa rules after repeated detention of Egyptians over violations. 
Many Egyptians have, in violation of Malaysian law, overstayed their tourist visas to search for jobs, the Ministry said. 
It advised citizens to abide by Malaysian visa rules to avoid detention, fine and deportation. 
Those who overstay their visas will be included in the Malaysia ban list for five years, the Ministry warned.
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MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION, PORTUGUESE AMBASSADOR DISCUSS BOOSTING BILATERAL COOPERATION
Minister of Higher Education Khaled Abdel Ghaffar asserted the importance of boosting cooperation between Egypt and Portugal especially in the fields of higher education, science, technology and scientific research.
This came during Abdel Ghaffar's meeting on Sunday with Portuguese Ambassador to Egypt Magdalena Fischer and her accompanying delegation.
The meeting took up mechanisms of activating cooperation in several domains including exchange of expertise between the Egyptian and Portuguese universities and conducting scientific research in the fields of mutual interest.
The meeting also tackled cooperation between Egyptian and Portuguese researchers in addition to providing scholarships and sending scientific missions to Portugal to get Masters and PhD degrees in business administration, engineering, architecture and medicine, according to a statement by the Ministry of Higher Education.
Both sides agreed on inking a cooperation protocol in the fields of higher education and scientific research in June.
Also, a workshop will be held between Egypt and Portugal to exchange expertise.
The meeting also discussed cooperation in the field of curing cancer in cooperation with 57357 Hospital.
Meanwhile, Fischer asserted her country's keenness on documenting cooperation with Egypt especially in the field of higher education, science and technology.

MENA
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EGYPT, JAPAN HOLD SECOND SCIENTIFIC FORUM
The second Egypt-Japan forum for science kicked off at the headquarters of Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology (E-JUST) on Saturday.
The forum is organized by the university in cooperation with the Japanese Embassy in Cairo.

The forum expounded the latest scientific and technological developments in the domains of science and engineering. It also reviewed researches in the business administration domain.
President of the university Ahmed el Gohary said that the forum aims at increasing interaction between students and specialists.
Japan's Ambassador Urges Egyptian Youth to Work on Achieving Dreams 
In another context, Japan's Ambassador to Egypt Takehiro Kagawa has urged Egyptian youth to work on achieving their dreams and aspirations and to spread peace.
In a lecture delivered on Saturday on the sidelines of the second scientific exhibition of schools for stellar students, hosted by the Egyptian-Japanese University in Borg el Arab City, the ambassador called on youth to give back their knowledge to their society, country and the whole Mankind.
He said he has always dreamt of establishing peace around the world. It all started as a dream, he said, adding that after he finished his university studies he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and was asked to learn Arabic. I was so surprised because I had never studied anything about the Middle East despite the fact that it has always been a key axis in international politics throughout history, he said.
Egypt was the first foreign country he visited to learn Arabic at the American University in Cairo. I still remember the great hospitality of the Egyptian family I stayed with for two years during which I got closely acquainted with the Egyptian culture. It was a very rich experience and Egypt has given me an extensive experience at the personal and professional levels, he added.
After I concluded my studies in Egypt I took part in activities related to peace in various parts of the world among peace-keeping forces in Cambodia and Iraq, he said, adding that he spent some time with Japanese soldiers in northern Iraq where he provided relief aid to students and hospitals.
The Middle East has always been restive, he said, calling on youths to give attention to supporting peace and openness to the society and community services. There should be a role for the university toward the society, he said.
He said that he enjoys very much working in Egypt as Japan's ambassador and contributing to key developmental projects, mainly the Egyptian-Japanese University.

MENA
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HEALTH, COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRIES SIGN PROTOCOL ON MECHANIZATION OF HEALTH INSURANCE SYSTEM
Prime Minister Sherif Ismail on Sunday attended a signing ceremony of a cooperation protocol between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology on mechanization of Egypt's social health insurance system.
The protocol covers the use of communications and information technology in applying the new comprehensive system.
It aims to improve quality of the health services provided by the health sector in order to save time and effort both for citizens and staff.
The protocol also aims to support decision makers at various levels by providing them with needed relevant data.
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MILITARY PRODUCTION MINISTRY SIGNS COOPERATION PROTOCOL
 WITH BADR UNIVERSITY
The Egyptian Academy for Engineering and Advanced Technology of the Military Production Ministry and Engineering Faculty of Badr University have signed a cooperation protocol.
Addressing the signing ceremony, State Minister for Military Production Mohamed Said Assar said the protocol includes conducting basic and applied scientific research in order to link scientific research with industry and developing the manufacturing and production system in Egypt.
Upon the protocol, the academy will offer facilities to students of the Engineering Faculty to use its laboratories, thanks to its advanced capabilities, said the minister.
Training courses will also be provided for the students at companies and facilities affiliated to the Military Production Ministry, he added.
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EGYPT OPENS FIRST ATHLETIC HEART CENTER IN MIDDLE EAST
Egypt inaugurated on Sunday the first Athletic Heart Center (AHC) in the Middle East, which is meant to conduct full heart check-ups for athletes, which in turn could help mitigate the risks that might face them inside various sports pitches. 
Speaking at the inauguration ceremony, Minister of Health Ahmed Emad el Din described the center as the biggest medical complex in Egypt and the Middle East, citing the possibility of serious incidents that could happen in different sports fields as a result of ignoring medical check-ups for athletes. 
“Any person wants to practice any kind of sports should undergo the necessary heart check-ups,” the health minister said.
For his part, Minister of Education and Technical Education Tareq Shawqi said the center is expected to contribute to the development of general and specialized medicine, expressing his willing to boost cooperation between the AHC and all colleges of medicine nationwide. 
For his part, Minister of Youth and Sports Khaled Abdel Aziz stressed that the center would help Egypt to become a global destination for sports medicine through performing full medical examinations for athletes worldwide.
A cooperation protocol will be signed between the AHC at Wadi El Neel Hospital and the Sports Ministry, Abdel Aziz said.
Also, he called on all presidents of the Olympic committees, sports federations and clubs to cooperate with the center in order to ensure the safety of all athletes. 
All cadres participating in the AHC have been qualified on how to conduct all medical tests for all sportsmen, John Keith, a representative of Liverpool John Moores University said.
In a related context, Director of Wadi El Neel Hospital Hospital Hazem Khames said that the unique and modern center will provide its services for all sportsmen in Egypt and abroad in collaboration with the Liverpool John Moores University.

ALL PAPERS & MENA

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE FORMING COMMITTEE TO OFFER LAND 
OF N. SINAI DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi issued Sunday decree no. 107/2018 to form a committee, headed by Presidential Aide for National and Strategic Projects Ibrahim Mahlab, to offer land of North Sinai development project. 
The committee includes the presidential adviser for security and terrorism-combat affairs, representatives of the General Intelligence, Finance Ministry, Defense Ministry and the Administrative Control Authority and the chairman of Sinai Development Authority. 
It will be in charge of taking the relevant legal procedures, among other responsibilities.
Presidential Decree Allocating Land for Establishing New Alamein City
In another context, President Sisi issued a presidential decree approving earmarking land lots belonging to the state for the interest of establishing New Alamein City.
The decree was published in the official gazette.
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EGYPTIAN WOMAN DONATES HER JEWELRY TO TAHYA MISR FUND
An Egyptian woman has donated all her jewelry, worth around LE260,000 pounds and an additional LE10,000 pounds to Tahya Misr Fund to contribute to developing Sinai.
Fatheya Ismail headed to Tahya Misr Fund where she was welcomed by the financial director and handed him the jewelry. "Egypt is more precious than the gold I have. Gold can be replaced when I live in a country in peace, security and stability," she said.
She called on Egyptian businessmen and artists to donate for the fund for a better future instead of using loans at high interests.
Tamer Abdel Fattah, the fund's financial director praised Ismail's gesture and thanked her deeply for such honorable patriotic act.
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COOPERATION WITH KUWAIT TO RECEIVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL COFFIN: OFFICIAL
An agreement is being concluded with a specialized company in Kuwait to carefully and scientifically wrap suspected archaeological coffin seized at Kuwaiti airport before sending it back to Cairo, said General Director of Recovered Antiquities Department within the Ministry of Antiquities Shaaban Abdel Gawad on Sunday.
Speaking to MENA, Abdel Gawad added that there is cooperation with Kuwaiti authorities to restore the coffin in order to be examined to ensure whether it was archaeological or not.
An antiquities committee, formed by Kuwait's national council for culture, arts and letters to examine the coffin which was seized by Kuwaiti customs authority within air freight luggage, has recommended returning the coffin to Egypt.
Abdel Gawad explained that the decision comes in light of the committee's inability to decide on the coffin's identity and whether its archaeological or not.
He pointed out that the coffin would be examined in the ministry's laboratories by specialists in order to determine its authenticity.
The coffin is believed to be from to Ancient Egypt's Ptolemaic dynasty.
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FORMER ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF ABU SHENAF DIES
Former army chief-of-staff Safie el Din Abu Shenaf passed away on Sunday.
Promoted in infantry ranks till becoming the army’s chief, Abu Shenaf took part in the Trilateral Aggression and the wars of Yemen, 1967, attrition, October 1973, and the Gulf.
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COURT SETS MAY 27 FOR RETRIAL OF 8 MB LEADERS 
IN EL BAHR EL AZAM VIOLENT INCIDENTS
Giza Criminal Court decided on Sunday to set May 27 for the retrial of the Supreme Guide of the terrorist Muslim Brotherhood (MB) group Mohamed Badie and eight other prominent MB leaders over inciting and committing acts of violence in Giza's el Bahr el Azam.
The decision comes against the backdrop of the Court of Cassation's verdict to abolish previous life imprisonment sentences handed down against the defendants.
The defendants include prominent MB leaders such as Badie, Mohamed el Beltagy and Essam el Erian.
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4 PERSONS SENTENCED FOR LIFE OVER FEUD MURDER
Alexandria Criminal Court on Sunday sentenced nine people to different jail terms over charges of murdering a person because of a feud in the Upper Egyptian governorate of Assiut.
Four defendants were sentenced for life, two for 10 years in prison, a seventh for five years, and the last two for one year in prison.
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AHLY ONE POINT AWAY FROM EGYPTIAN LEAGUE TITLE AFTER ENPPI WIN
Irrepressible Al Ahly are just one point away from securing a third straight Egyptian Premier League title after an early goal gave them a 1-0 victory over Enppi at Cairo's Petrosport Stadium on Sunday.
Central defender Ayman Ashraf struck as early as the third minute as Ahly chalked up a 15th consecutive win which put them within touching distance of a record-extending 40th league triumph.
Should fourth-placed Masry, who have two matches in hand, fail to beat El-Entag El-Harby on Monday, Ahly will be crowned champions with six matches to spare without kicking a ball.
The Red Devils are on top of the table with 75 points, a staggering 22 points ahead of second-placed Ismaily.
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ECONOMY
EGYPT'S EXPORTS TO TURKEY JUMP BY 38.5%, IMPORTS

 BY 13.7% LAST YEAR-REPORT

Egypt's exports to Turkey jumped 38.5 percent to $1.998 billion in 2017, compared to $1.443 billion, said the trade and industry ministry in a press release on Sunday.
Imports, on the other hand, plunged 13.7% to $2.360 billion from $2.733 billion, according to the statement.
Given the increase in exports and the drop in imports, the trade deficit between Egypt and Turkey declined in 2017 to $360 million, compared to 2016.
Following the UAE, Turkey is the second largest importer from Egypt, said the press release.
Chemicals, textiles, ready-made clothes, plastic and rubber were the main exports in 2017, noted the statement, which praised efforts exerted by Egypt's commercial representation office in Istanbul to promote Egyptian products in Turkey.
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PM SAYS EGYPT KEEN ON UPGRADING LEATHER INDUSTRY,

FACELIFTING OLD HUB
Prime Minister Sherif Ismail said Sunday that Egypt is keen on upgrading the leather industry in a way that would boost productivity and exports. 
Establishing a specialized city that takes into consideration the environmental, social, economic and technical aspects is part of efforts exerted in this regard, Ismail noted, giving orders that the old hub "Magra Al-Ayoun" will be removed and the area will be completely facelifted.

 
Ismail was speaking in a meeting to follow up the leather city project in el Robeiki. 
The meeting was attended by the trade and industry minister, Cairo governor and representatives of a number of parties concerned with the issue.
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PM, TOYOTA REPRESENTATIVES DISCUSS PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT IN SUEZ

Prime Minister Sherif Ismail and representatives of Japan's Toyota Tsusho Corporation met Sunday to discuss joint cooperation.
The meeting, which took up a project to establish a complex of petrochemicals in Suez city, was attended by the ministers of petroleum and electricity and the Japanese ambassador in Cairo. 
Ismail said Cairo is looking forward to increasing Toyota investments in the coming period.
The company representatives said they are interested in doing business in Egypt. They cited a recently signed agreement to establish a wind farm at the Gulf of Suez to generate 250 megawatts of electricity. 
There are many investment opportunities in the refining and petrochemicals domains, Petroleum Minister Tarek el Mulla said during the meeting.
He said economic and legislative reforms as well as political stability encouraged the ministry and investors to carry out new projects in the petrochemical and refining domains.
He said the ministry aims at optimizing the country's petroleum wealth, securing local market's needs of petrochemical products, decreasing imports and exporting the surplus. 
Eni Sells 10 Percent Of Egypt's Shorouk Concession To Mubadala Petroleum


Italian oil company Eni said on Sunday it would sell a 10 percent stake in the Shorouk concession in Egypt's Zohr gas field to Mubadala Petroleum of the United Arab Emirates for $934 million, The New York Times reported.
Eni currently holds through its subsidiary IEOC a 60 percent stake in the block, the biggest ever gas discovery in the Mediterranean, with 400 million standard cubic feet per day.
Rosneft holds a 30 percent share and BP 10 percent.
"(The deal) represents a further signal about the strength and quality of this world-class asset," said ENI Chief Executive Claudio Descalzi. 

MENA
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US DOLLAR EXCHANGE RATE STABLE AT MAJOR BANKS

The US dollar exchange rate was relatively stable at Egypt's major banks on Sunday.
The dollar rate reached EGP 17.55 for buying and EGP 17.65 for selling at the National Bank of Egypt and Banque Du Caire.
At Banque Misr, the dollar price stood at EGP 17.54 for buying and EGP 17.64 for selling.

The dollar exchange rate registered EGP 17.57 for buying and EGP 17.67 for selling at the Arab African International Bank
At the Commercial International Bank (CIB) and Bank of Alexandria, the dollar price stood at EGP 17.56 for buying and EGP 17.66 for selling.
The dollar exchange rate reached EGP 17.58 for buying and EGP 17.68 for selling at Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank.
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EFSA SEEKS TO INCLUDE 50% OF EGYPTIANS WITHIN SOCIAL INSURANCE UMBRELLA
 The Egyptian Financial Supervisory Authority (EFSA) seeks to increase the current social insurance umbrella to include 50 percent of Egyptians.
At a press conference, EFSA head Mohamed Omran said the authority seeks to include 23 million school and university students, including Al Azhar students, within the social insurance network.
The authority also seeks to get a social coverage on state assets and irregular workers, he added.
Omran said the authority is not only playing a regulatory role but also works for developing markets for the activities that fall under its monitoring in order to activate necessary mechanisms for financing projects, including micro enterprises.
The size of micro enterprises funding reached ten billion pounds, including 7.2 billion pounds secured by companies and societies, he said.
Around 2.2 million citizens benefited from these projects, he also said.
Meanwhile, Omran unveiled underway amendments to registration regulations at the bourse, saying the move aims at increasing trading.
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NASR ANNOUNCES LAUNCH OF MOVABLE GUARANTEES REGISTRY SYSTEM

 Investment and International Cooperation Minister Sahar Nasr announced on Sunday the official launch of the movable guarantees registry system.
This system facilitates the funding of small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs). It grants projects the chance to obtain financing by guaranteeing machinery and equipment, patents, and engineering designs, she said during a press conference.
She said this would contribute to promote Egypt's march towards financial inclusion in line with directives of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi. She said this will also improve Egypt's ranking in the World Bank's Doing Business report.
ALL PAPERS & MENA
EECA TO ANNOUNCE FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR CIF ON MONDAY
The Egypt Expo & Convention Authority (EECA) will hold a press conference on Monday to announce final preparations for Cairo International Fair (CIF) due to open on Wednesday.
Cameroon will be the guest of honor of the event - due to wrap up work on March 23.
CIF is a well-established multi-sector trade event that has in the last forty seven years provided a unique platform for marketing products and services. It has enabled participants from overseas to introduce new and improved technologies on Egypt and Middle East markets.
CIF’s business success is demonstrated by the increased participation of exhibitors from both the foreign and in the host country.
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS
SYRIAN ARMY ISOLATES EASTERN GHOUTA

Syrian government forces divided the eastern Ghouta area outside Damascus into two portions in an attempt to isolate it from other parts of the enclave.

The step deals a major setback to rebels and threatened to exacerbate an already dire humanitarian situation at the doors of Damascus.
Government warplanes continued to attack Harasta, according to media reports.
State television on Sunday broadcast from the eastern Ghouta town of Mudeira, which state television and a war monitor said the army had captured to link up with units on the other side of the enclave.
A military media unit run by the Iran-backed Lebanese group Hezbollah, an ally of the Syrian government, said the army had also entirely surrounded the town of Doma.
Footage showed several massive plumes of smoke in the distance behind a war-ravaged townscape with big holes in walls and roofs, and yet more smoke wafting across the streets. The sound of blasts could be heard.
Russia tested 210 weapons in Syria: Defense Minister
Russia has tested 210 weapons in Syria, Russia's Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said in Andrei Kondrashov’s new film dubbed Putin, TASS reported on Sunday.
According to the minister, the Russian Armed Forces have gained huge experience in Syria.

"We have tested 210 weapons. Tried them together with the Syrians on the battlefield. What we have tried, the notes, the additions - all that, I am sure, will in the future save the lives of those who will use these weapons," he said.
Rostech's Head Sergei Chemezov stressed many Russian weapons nowadays are better than the analogues in the EU or the US.
Mattis Warns Against Use Of Chemical Weapons In Syria
US Defense Secretary James Mattis warned the Syrian government not to use chemical weapons in its civil war and said the US administration has made it clear that it would be “very unwise” to use gas in attacks.
Mattis told reporters traveling with him to the Mideast that he was disturbed by reports of civilian casualties from bombings by Syrian President Bashar Assad’s forces, The Washington Post reported on Sunday.
“Right now we’re getting reports — I don’t have evidence that I can show you — but I’m aware of the reports of chlorine gas use,” he said before arriving in Oman.
Mattis said Russia, which intervened militarily in Syria to support the Assad government, could be complicit in the civilian casualties.
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PUNISH A MUSLIM DAY’ LETTERS  RATTLE U.K. COMMUNITIES
Counter-terrorism police are investigating after 'Punish a Muslim day' letters were distributed to homes throughout the UK.
People in London, the West Midlands and Yorkshire have reported receiving the shocking letter, said The Mail newspaper.
The letter encourages people to harm and commit crimes against Muslims on April 3 and publishes a sickening point-scoring system of punishments.
The horrific letter encourages people to 'help turn things around' as it claims that Western Europe is being 'overrun'.
The point scoring system ranges from 10 points if you 'verbally abuse a Muslim' to 2500 points if you 'Nuke Mecca'.
Other sickening acts include 50 points for throwing acid in a Muslim's face and 1000 points for bombing or burning a mosque.   
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CHINESE PARLIAMENT PASSES AMENDMENTS TO ALLOW PRESIDNET 
TO REMAIN IN OFFICE INDEFINITLY

China's parliament on Sunday passed a series of constitutional amendments, including one to allow President Xi Jinping to remain in office indefinitely.

The announcement of the vote was passed with two "no" votes and three abstentions among almost 3,000 delegates.

China's ruling Communist Party proposed the amendment last month and there was never any doubt it would pass as parliament is packed with loyal party members who would not have opposed the proposal.
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HADI MEETS UN RESIDENT COORDINATOR IN YEMEN
President of Yemen Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi met on Sunday UN resident representative, Lise Grande and the delegation accompanying her.

During their meeting, Hadi reiterated the importance of UN efforts in Yemen to fulfill the urgent needs the Yemeni people stemming from the scourge of the civil war inflicted by Houthi militias, Saba news agency reported.

Hadi also hailed the role played by UN envoys to provide support to the Yemeni people and inform the international community of the violations committed by Houthi militias paying no due regard to UN or international resolutions, especially Resolution No. 2216
For her part, Grande praised the president’s efforts to end the crisis in his country and ensure that it is moving forward.

Moreover, Grande expressed readiness to provide any form of assistance to the Yemeni people to help them move past the challenges facing them, including any humanitarian, medical or relief needs.
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EDITORIALS & COLUMNS
MY WONDERFUL FRIEND WHO QUIT THE IKHWAN!


The Egyptians have made sure that the reason behind the alliance of the political Islam camp with foreign powers is that the state seeks an Arab project standing over scientific, military and economic pillars, writes Hisham al-Naggar in an article in al-Ahram on Monday.

The Muslim Brotherhood leaders’ reactions over the Sinai 2018 Operation launched against armed terrorist groups emphasize that they are only a group that has nothing to do with patriotism and hirelings who support whoever pays them.

Who is providing refuge for Ayat Oraby and Asim Abdel-Majid and help them to disseminate their black propaganda against the Egyptian state and army?

This question and many others are no longer being asked after the nature of the anti-Egypt project in which the Ikhwan and their allies alongside foreign intelligence agencies has been revealed.

This has been asserted in the experiment of the Turkish Justice & Development Party (AKP), which inspired the Arab Islamists. In the AKP congress in September 2012 on the 10th anniversary as prime minister of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan claimed that he staunchly believed in democracy, but later he actually strangled democracy so that he may stay in power until the last day of his life.

Unfortunately, political Islam movements have for many decades established themselves into the depths of the society and employed Islamic concepts and even had them out of context with the objective of mobilizing the people around these movements’ political visions.

Now matters are different. Today the majority of the society has become aware of religious knowledge enough to enable it to deny these Islamist groups the chance to deceive the people once again.

A young man who has recently quit the Muslim Brotherhood sent me a book he wants to see published. The book, which destroyed the ideologies of these organizations and revealed how shallow they are, gave me the impression as if I were reading Guy de Maupassant’s novel Bel Ami.
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GOOD-BYE “FACEBOOK” TERRORISM

In an opinion article, Fekry Abdel Salam of Al Ahram Newspaper touched upon the usage of social media platforms to fuel terrorism, shedding the light on the Egyptian efforts to fight acts of media terrorism through such platforms. 
Recently, Egypt's Prosecutor General has ordered senior prosecutors to monitor, investigate and take legal measures against media and social media outlets that deliberately publish false news with the aim of disturbing public security, striking fear into citizens, and harming the general interests of the state
The columnist said that the decision has been welcomed with open arms by the Egyptian people who “suffered from attempts by the 'forces of evil' to undermine the security and safety of the country” through publishing lies and fake news through different media outlets and social media.
Unfortunately, most of those who circulate such lies and fake news are hypocrites and traitors who are living amongst us, Abdel Salam said, pointing out that many Egyptians followed their steps in good faith without knowing that those traitors are under the control of devilish states and organizations whose objective is the destruction of the Arab World. 
Plans of such malicious powers managed to destroy part of the Arab and Islamic world but their blatant attempts soon broke down when being faced by Egypt, armed with it army and police, Abdel Salam added. 
He called on all Egyptians cautious when using the social media platforms, especially Facebook. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS ARE NO EXCUSE FOR MURDER AND CHAOS

God's Sharia, justice and reason all agree that no murderers would enjoy human rights; for such vicious must be subject to the divine law of "An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth", writes Galal Dwidar in an article in Al-Akhbar.

It is not a secret that some lurking hostile powers are trying to exploit efforts of combating terrorists and the chaos and destruction they cause; to distort the image of the targeted states. Such dubious attempts aim at adding pressure on the targeted states to serve certain interests and goals.

To that end, these hostile powers make use of human rights platforms to protect terrorists who work for them, without any consideration to the crimes committed against innocent civilians and their safety, security and stability.

Such condemned way of thinking implies that nations which fight for a better life free of hegemony, authoritarianism and terrorism, cannot enjoy human rights.

Although certain powers make suspicious allegations that fighting terrorism is a violation of human rights, their stances in real life contradict with such false pretences. Meanwhile, they assert that the international community has no active role in combating terrorism. 

Add to this, such powers push some human rights organizations and associations to promote such allegations defending terrorists and vandals around the world. 

The weapon motivating this civil society counts on grants showered over them by such hostile powers to serve this unfortunate reality. Even more, they do not mind ripping other states off their right to sovereignty; to prevent them from facing the crimes of such organizations. 

Most states have come to realize what lies beneath voiding the true human rights principles off their meaning and elevated goals, and that those who stand behind this aim are serving their own plots and hostility. 

The conspiring powers' pressure and threats to stop funding upright human rights associations hindered the latter from adopting decisive stances towards human rights abuse.  

There is currently an international agreement for using human rights as pretence to cover the new imperial powers' interventions and pressures. 

The proper response from the international community, to protect its safety and stability against these powers are summed up in one sentence: This is an old trick. Find yourself a new one.      

Al-Akhbar, P. 20
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AFRICAN FEVER

The African continent seems to be a scene for a cut-throat competition between the world superpowers, Atef Saqr of Al Ahram Newspaper said in an opinion article. 
Shedding the light on simultaneous visits by US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to the African continent, Saqr said that the competition was very clear in the statements of the two top diplomats in their African tour.
The US diplomat criticized the Chinese policy in the black continent, saying that Chinese investment does have the potential to address Africa's infrastructure gap, but its approach has led to mounting debt and few if any jobs in most countries. 
"When coupled with political and fiscal pressure, this endangers Africa's natural resources and its long-term economic and political stability,” the Al Ahram columnist quoted Tillerson as saying. 
Such statements triggered reactions defending the Chinese policy seeking the development of African countries and reducing their dependence on Western countries, mainly the United States of America, Saqr noted. 
He stressed that Djibouti, a country in the Horn of Africa on the Red Sea, turned into a hot spot of competition between Washington and Beijing.
China is building its first permanent overseas military base in Djibouti, the action seen by many Americans as a threat to the only permanent U.S. military base in Africa, Al Ahram columnist concluded. 
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Cairo morning dailies give prominence to the 15th statement issued by the Armed Forces on the outcome of Comprehensive Operation Sinai 2018. According to the statement, the Armed Forces have killed 16 takfiris, including four dangerous ones, in central Sinai. Moreover, ome 285 trenches, hideouts and warehouses containing machine guns, ammunition, military uniforms, daily supplies, spare parts and booklets advocating takfiri doctrine were destroyed.


Defense and Military Production Minister Sedki Sobhi paid a visit to officers and soldiers of the Armed Forces who were wounded during the Sinai 2018 operation and are receiving treatment in military hospitals.


President Abdel Fattah El Sisi issued Sunday decree no. 107/2018 to form a committee, headed by Presidential Aide for National and Strategic Projects Ibrahim Mahlab, to offer land lots of North Sinai development project. 


Sudanese President Omar al Bashir received on Sunday acting director of Egypt's General Intelligence Service (GIS) Abbas Kamel, where they discussed the importance of maintaining communication between Egypt and Sudan. They also reviewed regional challenges.


Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry will start on Monday an African tour of South Sudan and Kenya with the aim to boost bilateral cooperation with the two countries. Shoukry will first stop in Juba to meet with President Salva Kiir and sign a memo of understanding to establish a mechanism of political dialogue between the two countries. 


The foreign minister will then head for Nairobi, Kenya, to convey to Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta a verbal message from President Abdel Fattah El Sisi on boosting bilateral cooperation.


The Cabinet held a meeting Sunday under Prime Minister Sherif Ismail to discuss several strategic files related to the development of the pre-university education, considering it a cornerstone for achieving the goals of the sustainable development strategy "Egypt Vision 2030".


Premier Ismail on Sunday witnessed a signing ceremony of a cooperation protocol between the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology on mechanization of Egypt's social health insurance system. Meanwhile, Ismail said Sunday that Egypt is keen on upgrading the leather industry in a way that would boost productivity and exports. This came during a meeting to follow up the leather city project in el Robeiki.


Egypt's exports to Turkey jumped 38.5 percent to $1.998 billion in 2017, compared to $1.443 billion, said the trade and industry ministry in a press release on Sunday. Imports, on the other hand, plunged 13.7% to $2.360 billion from $2.733 billion, according to the statement.


A number of anonymous letters arrived this weekend in plain white envelopes with second-class stamps, and were sent to people in at least six communities in England. Inside was a message so hateful that it sent ripples of alarm across the country and prompted a national counterterrorism investigation. The message said April 3 would be "Punish a Muslim Day", and points would be awarded for acts of violence: 25 for pulling a woman's head scarf, 500 for murdering a Muslim and 1,000 for bombing a mosque. The Metropolitan Police of London and other officials have warned Britons to be vigilant, and counterterrorism officials are investigating.


China has approved the removal of the two-term limit on the presidency, effectively allowing Xi Jinping to remain in power for life. The constitutional changes were passed by the annual sitting of parliament, the National People's Congress.

















EDITORIALS:





The Egyptian leadership is exerting serious and intensive efforts to disperse differences or any misunderstanding with the brotherly Arab countries, especially the neighboring, mainly Sudan, al Ahram editorial says.





Within this context, acting intelligence chief Abbas Kamel met on Saturday with Sudanese president Omar Al-Bashir in Khartoum, where they discussed the importance of communication between the two countries. The positive and  intensified activities between Cairo and Khartoum reflect a real will to restore the momentum in the Egyptian-Sudanese relations.





Such meetings come within the framework of the Egyptian trend to coordinate with Arab countries, especially Sudan, to confront the regional challenges.





Al Gomhuria editorial  refers to the meeting of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi with the prime minister and the minister of finance, where they  discussed the new state budget. The meeting reviewed the results of the fiscal year 2017-2018 including a plunge of the total budget deficit to about 9.5-9.7 percent in addition to achieving a surplus for the first time in more than 10 years.
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