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AL-WATAN & AL-MASRY AL-YOUM
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed Bin Salman Monday inspected a number of mega national projects in Ismaelia. The two leaders inspected tunnels, which bare dug under the Suez Canal.

Presidential Spokesman Bassam Radi said the President and the Saudi guest listened to an explanation from Vice Admiral Mohab mamish the chairman of the Suez canal authority on the economic zone of the Suez Canal. 

* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman attended on Monday a theatrical show titled "Sallem Nafsak" (Give yourself up) at Cairo Opera House, Presidency Spokesman Bassam Radi said.

* * * *

Grand Sheikh of Al Azhar Dr Ahmed El Tayyeb commended the role of Saudi Arabia in serving Islam and Muslims, as well as supporting the nation's issues, expressing Al Azhar and the Egyptian people's appreciation for this role. This came in a statement by Al Azhar after a meeting between Tayyeb and the Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman at Al Azhar's headquarters in Cairo.

* * * *

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud said Monday that Muslims all over the world appreciate Copts. This came during his historic visit to the Coptic Orthodox Cathedral and meeting with Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria and Patriarch of Saint Mark Diocese..
* * * *

Saudi Ambassador in Cairo Ahmed Bin Qattan Monday hosted the Saudi crown prince and number of media men for addressing economic and political matters. During the meeting Bin Salman played down interest in disagreement with Qatar. 

* * * *

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry Monday received US special representative on Qatar Anthony Zinni, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Arabian Gulf Affairs Tim Lenderking, and their accompanying delegation. The meeting mulled means to solve the Qatari crisis. 
* * * *

The Arab League council will   meet Wednesday at the level of foreign Ministers .An Arab diplomatic source said South Sudan would like to join the Arab league. The Arab League is due to offer a message from South Sudan to the Ministers to explore their views on South Sudan's accession to the Arab league. The meeting will also address how to confront Israeli plans in the African continent,
* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman al Saud inspected the progress of work on Al Azhar Mosque restoration. 
* * * *

Egypt and Saudi Arabia reiterated Tuesday their rejection of interference by Iran and Qatar in the politics of Arab countries, while stressing that they are continuing to counter Doha's backing of terrorism.
In a joint statement, Cairo and Riyadh affirmed that "strengthening Egyptian-Saudi cooperation is a fundamental pillar to protecting Arab national security and confronting foreign interference in the internal affairs of Arab countries, which has fueled tensions, conflicts and terrorist acts in Syria, Libya and Yemen."
* * * *

Chairman of the State Information Service (SIS) Diaa Rashwan Tuesday handed over an official protest to head of the BBC's Cairo Bureau Safaa Faisal over a BBC report aired in English on February 24 and 25, including huge professional mistakes on alleged torture of opponents and cases of enforced disappearances in Egypt.
* * * *

Russian Sputnik news Agency quoted a well-informed source as saying that Egypt has agreed on installing experts from a Russian security company at Cairo airport for securing air flights to Moscow.
* * * *

Egypt is keen to take part effectively in the Sixth Review of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, which will be conducted in June in New York, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Multilateral Affairs and International Security Ihab Fawzi said.

* * * *

Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar said that the Egyptians foiled the schemes of the powers of evil when they participated in the June 30 Revolution.

The Egyptian people worked on fighting terrorism and achieving development facing many challenges, he noted.

* * * *

Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar stressed on Wednesday the need for a strong will to fight terrorist groups and rioters, who seek to destabilize the region.

* * * *

The Foreign Ministry on Wednesday strongly denounced false allegations, included in a report on Egypt by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, at the Human Rights Council in Geneva.

* * * *

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has lauded partnership with Italian Eni company, appreciating the company' activities in Egypt and its commitment to abide by the timetable set for developing fields.
* * * *

The Arab League (AL) Council at the level of Arab foreign ministers Wednesday approved a draft resolution on developing the Arab terrorism-combat system.

The draft resolution, submitted by Egypt, calls for ceasing to provide any form of explicit or implicit support for entities or individuals involved in terrorist acts, in addition to rejecting all terror threats.

* * * *

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry renewed Egypt's keenness on removing obstacles hindering its relations with Sudan.

* * * *

A disturbing new video released by Daesh shows the dramatic militant ambush in Niger last October that left four US Special Forces soldiers dead.

Staff Sgt. Bryan Black, Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Johnson, Sgt. La David Johnson and Staff Sgt. Dustin Wright were killed as they returned from a low-risk patrol in Tongo Tongo with 30 Nigerian and up to 11 American soldiers.

* * * *

The 149th session of the Arab League Council of Foreign Ministers will be held Wednesday in Cairo. 

They are expected to discuss the preparation of the next Arab summit and political developments in a number of Arab countries.

* * * *

Egyptian Parliament Speaker Ali Abdel Aal said during a Tuesday parliamentary session that the Egyptian state will not accept the presence of any sit-ins or protests, noting that these acts are part of an old era.

* * * *

The Sudanese ambassador to Cairo Abdel Mohamoud Abdel al-Halim returned to Egypt on Monday to resume his duties, nearly two months after he was recalled for “consultations” by Sudan. 

Haliem left Cairo on January 5 after the Sudanese Foreign Ministry decided to recall him following news reports in Ethiopia claiming that Egypt was seeking to exclude Sudan from the tripartite negotiations over the impacts of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) which currently under construction.

* * * *

The House of Representatives approved on Tuesday a bill with amendments to the Penal Code, allowing authorities to jail family members of defendants charged with possessing explosive materials in cases where family members were aware of and covering up the crime. 

* * * *

The House of Representatives approved on Sunday a bill amending certain provisions of Law No. 152 of 1980 establishing the National Railways Authority, including allowing private actors to manage and operate the national railway network. 

The amendment allows parties from outside the National Railway Authority, including ordinary citizens and legal entities, to participate along with the National Railways Authority in the management, operation, and maintenance of the railway network and equipment as well as their development and consolidation.

* * * *

Minister of Transport Hesham Arafat took responsibility for the Beheira train collision which killed 15 people on Wednesday, admitting that “the railway system has not been developed in 60 years.” 

Parliamentarians criticized Arafat on Sunday, as well as the Egypt National Railways Authority, after yet another fatal Egyptian railway accident.

* * * *

The Red Sea Chamber of Tourist Companies revealed on Wednesday that tourist arrivals to Hurghada reached 174,000 from 27 different countries in February. 

According to the Chamber’s statistics, the number of tourist arrivals increased by 20,000 compared to January. German guests ranked first at 94,000 visitors, accounting for 70 percent of the total number of tourists in February.

* * * *

Minister of Tourism Rania al-Mashat said on Monday that the tourism sector is beginning to recover, pointing to the significant increase in tourists entering Egypt in 2017. 

Mashat made the remarks during a meeting with a media delegation representing Austrian newspapers as part of a press trip organized by the Tourism Promotion Authority from March 1 to 5 that took place in the framework of improving Egypt’s image abroad.

* * * *

Egypt’s 2018-19 government budget will assume an exchange rate of 17.5 Egyptian pounds per dollar, Reuters quoted three government sources as saying on Tuesday. 

The rate the sources cited would represent a slight strengthening of the pound, which is currently around 17.6 to the dollar. 

* * * *

Minister of Electricity Mohamed Shaker said on Monday that contracts have been signed for constructing a pumped-storage hydropower plant in Suez in June. 

Shaker added that the power station, to be located at Jabal Ataqa, will be the first in the Middle East to generate electricity from hydropower at a capacity of 2,400 megawatts produced from new and renewable sources. The energy will be put in long-term storage and will be used in times of need.

* * * *

Cairo governor Atef Abdel Hamid announced the start of development of the Stock Exchange area in downtown Cairo as part of a comprehensive plan to restore the Khedive architectural style of downtown Cairo by reconstructing buildings and facades, to turn the area into an open museum. 

* * * *
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President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed Bin Salman Monday inspected a number of mega national projects in Ismaelia. The two leaders inspected tunnels, which bare dug under the Suez Canal.

Presidential Spokesman Bassam Radi said the President and the Saudi guest listened to an explanation from Vice Admiral Mohab mamish the chairman of the Suez canal authority on the economic zone of the Suez Canal. 

Mamish said Monday the Suez Canal Development Corridor will turn Egypt into a global logistics hub. The decision to dig the canal is totally Egyptian as well as the planning, the implementation and the financing, he said.

Global trade rates are likely to increase within the coming years and consequently the number of ships transiting the canal, he added.

The new canal aims at facilitating traffic in the two directions and minimizing the waiting time for transiting ships, a matter that will cut down the trip cost and make the Suez Canal more attractive to shipping companies, he said.

Mamish said the Suez Canal project is a step on the road to push forward the national economy as it will turn Egypt into a global logistics hub.

As for the Suez Canal Development Project, Mamish said the project aims at maximizing the benefit from Egypt's potentials through setting up more ports and creating thousands of jobs.

Many industries can be carried out in the Suez Canal area, including oil refining, petrochemicals, car assembly, ship maintenance, textile manufacturing and others, he said.

He stressed that no specific industry will be imposed on investors. We will study investors' projects very well and see how far they are worthy before making any contract.

He greeted the Saudi crown prince on the 500-billion-dollar Neom project, a transnational city and economic zone to be constructed in Tabuk.

He said integration with the Saudi Neom project will be the direction of global trade movement within the coming period. 

Meantime, a government official who is close to the Egyptian Saudi coordination council said Neom investments built on Egyptian territories will be subject to panning and management by both sides

The Ministry of investment said an Egyptian Saudi fund with a capital of $ 16 billion will  be built.  The fund will pump Saudi investments in a number of projects in Egypt.

Sisi, Bin Salman attend 'Sallem Nafsak' Theatrical Show at Cairo Opera House

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman attended on Monday a theatrical show titled "Sallem Nafsak" (Give yourself up) at Cairo Opera House, Presidency Spokesman Bassam Radi said.

During the event, Culture Minister Inas Abdel Dayem briefed them with the history of Cairo Opera House and its role in culture. The show, directed by Khaled Galal, is discussing a number of negative phenomena in the modern societies notably changing family dynamics and the misuse of social media. 

Bin Salman Calls on Grand Sheikh of Al Azhar

Grand Sheikh of Al Azhar Dr Ahmed El Tayyeb commended the role of Saudi Arabia in serving Islam and Muslims, as well as supporting the nation's issues, expressing Al Azhar and the Egyptian people's appreciation for this role. This came in a statement by Al Azhar after a meeting between Tayyeb and the Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman at Al Azhar's headquarters in Cairo.

Tayyeb stressed the status of which Muslims hold for Saudi Arabia, commending relations between Egyptian and Saudi peoples, as well as the deeply-rooted relations between Al Azhar and Saudi Arabia.

For his part, the Saudi crown prince expressed Saudi Arabia's appreciation for Al Azhar and its distinguished scholars, stressing his personal appreciation for Al Azhar and Tayyeb. He underlined that he follows up Al Azhar's efforts as a pillar of Islamic thought. 
President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and the Saudi Crown Prince, accompanied by Grand sheikh Dr Ahmed El Tayyeb, will inaugurate the restoration work at Al Azhar mosque on Tuesday. The three-year project is the largest and most extensive development process in the history of Al Azhar, which dates back to more than 1000 years, a statement by Al Azhar said  
The restoration process, funded by a grant by former King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and sponsored by King Salman, includes replacing and upgrading the mosque's infrastructure, the statement added. The restoration has taken into account the archaeological nature of the mosque, as all steps were taken under full supervision of the Ministry of Antiquities. All stages of the restoration work were documented, noted the statement. 

Muslims Worldwide appreciate Copts

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud said Monday that Muslims all over the world appreciate Copts. This came during his historic visit to the Coptic Orthodox Cathedral and meeting with Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria and Patriarch of Saint Mark Diocese. The crown prince added that all Muslims know for sure Church's national role. He also offered his condolences to the pope over the victims of the Copts. Bin Salman also hailed Pope Tawadros' stance over the recent terror attacks that targeted the region, pointing out that leaders of Egypt, UAE and Jordan were able to confront such attacks.

During the meeting, Bin Salman reiterated his country's keenness on continuing cooperation with the Church. 
Bin Salman: I Am Not Preoccupied With Qatar

Saudi Ambassador in Cairo Ahmed Bin Qattan Monday hosted the Saudi crown prince and number of media men for addressing economic and political matters. During the meeting Bin Salman played down interest in disagreement with Qatar. 

He said the Saudi official who is in charge of the Qatari file is less than a minister in rank adding  Qatar's population are  less than   a street in Egypt. He said any minister in the Saudi government can solve the Qatar crisis. He said Iran is an enemy but we managed to besiege it in Africa and Pakistan.

FM, US Special Representative on Qatar Meet in Cairo

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry Monday received US special representative on Qatar Anthony Zinni, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Arabian Gulf Affairs Tim Lenderking, and their accompanying delegation. The meeting mulled means to solve the Qatari crisis. 
The minister reviewed concerns of Egypt and Qatar's boycotting countries regarding the negative role played by the latter in sponsoring terrorism and extremism either materially or by providing safe haven to terrorists, spreading hate speech and incitement. He also criticized Qatar's intervention in the internal affairs of countries, adding that Doha threatens the social peace of these countries and the entire Arab regional security and stability, spokesman for the Foreign Ministry Ahmed Abu Zeid said. The delegation briefed Shoukry on the outcome of their regional trip and their assessment of efforts made by the Kuwaiti Emir to resolve the crisis, he added.

The four countries are always ready for dialogue with Qatar provided that Doha fulfills all its obligations in fight against terrorism and stops its hostile policies in the region, the minister added. Qatar is the one that must be urged to prove its goodwill, Shoukry stressed.

For his part, Zinni expressed his hope for a satisfactory solution to all the disputing parties during the next phase. 
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ARAB LEAGUE TO DISCUSS SOUTH SUDAN ACCESSION

The Arab League council will   meet Wednesday at the level of foreign Ministers .An Arab diplomatic source said South Sudan would like to join the Arab league. The Arab League is due to offer a message from South Sudan to the Ministers to explore their views on South Sudan's accession to the Arab league. The meeting will also address how to confront Israeli plans in the African continent,
The development of the crisis with Iran, confronting Iranian interference in Arab countries domestic affairs and activating the Arab peace initiative.
Sisi, Bin Salman Inspect the Restoration of Al Azhar Mosque  

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman al Saud inspected the progress of work on Al Azhar Mosque restoration. 
The restoration process, funded by a grant by former King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and sponsored by King Salman, includes replacing and upgrading the mosque's infrastructure. 
Joint Statement

Egypt and Saudi Arabia reiterated Tuesday their rejection of interference by Iran and Qatar in the politics of Arab countries, while stressing that they are continuing to counter Doha's backing of terrorism.
In a joint statement, Cairo and Riyadh affirmed that "strengthening Egyptian-Saudi cooperation is a fundamental pillar to protecting Arab national security and confronting foreign interference in the internal affairs of Arab countries, which has fueled tensions, conflicts and terrorist acts in Syria, Libya and Yemen."
The two countries stressed their "categorical rejection of Iranian interference in the internal affairs of Arab countries," the statement said.
They also affirmed their commitment to "combating Qatari support of terrorism and Qatar's blatant interference in the affairs of Arab states," according to the statement.
The Saudi side also spoke about the Grand Renaissance Dam Ethiopia is building on the main tributary to the Egypt's River Nile, which Cairo fears could affect its share of Nile water.
"The kingdom affirmed its full respect for Egypt's rights and use of Nile water as the lifeblood of the Egyptian people, calling on all countries to take this into account and not to endanger Egyptian security," the statement read.
During the talks, El-Sisi and Bin Salman discussed bolstering bilateral cooperation in the political, security, military, trade and investment spheres. They also discussed counter-terrorism efforts in the Middle East.
The two sides discussed major regional issues, reiterating their support of the legitimate rights of Palestinians to establish an independent state and their backing of a political solution to the conflicts in Syria, Libya and Yemen.
Cairo, which supports Riyadh in its fight against Yemen's Iran-backed Houthi militants, stressed on Tuesday "its full solidarity with Saudi Arabia in the face of any threat to its security."
Sudanese Ambassador arrives In Cairo

Sudanese Ambassador in Cairo Abdel Mahmoud Abdel Halim, has returned Monday night after he was recalled by his government.
He told Al Masry Al Youm that the coming stage would witness intensive Egyptian Sudanese moves for solving all lingering issued inline of the two countries interests and the principle of mutual respect.

SIS Delivers official Protest over BBC Report on Enforced Disappearance

Chairman of the State Information Service (SIS) Diaa Rashwan Tuesday handed over an official protest to head of the BBC's Cairo Bureau Safaa Faisal over a BBC report aired in English on February 24 and 25, including huge professional mistakes on alleged torture of opponents and cases of enforced disappearances in Egypt.
SIS reaffirms its position demanding an appropriate apology from the BBC due to the false allegations included in the report, which amounts to counterfeiting and falsification, Rashwan told Faisal during their meeting.
He called on the BBC to deal seriously and promptly with its remarks on the entire report, and to take all necessary professional and administrative measures to rectify its errors, he added.
For her part, Faisal lauded the "constructive dialogue" conducted between the SIS and BBC's senior officials immediately following the broadcast of the report.
She hailed previous remarks made by Rashwan, affirming that freedom of media and access to information were guaranteed to all foreign media accredited in Egypt, including the BBC according to internationally recognized rules.
The BBC considers very seriously all the points included in this protest, Faisal said, adding that they are being reviewed and will be answered at the earliest opportunity.

Egypt Agrees on Installing a Russian Security Company at Cairo Airport

Russian Sputnik news Agency quoted a well-informed source as saying that Egypt has agreed on installing experts from a Russian security company at Cairo airport for securing air flights to Moscow.
Meantime, an official at the Ministry of Aviation said no final agreement has been reached on the installment of the Russian company at Cairo airport. However, the official said there is a principled agreement on the installment of a private security company for following up security measures at Cairo and Moscow airports.

Parliament votes in favor of death penalty for using ‎explosive materials in terrorist crimes. The parliament passed on Tuesday legislative amendments imposing the death penalty for using explosive materials in terrorist operations.
Both opposition and ‎majority MPs agreed that the amendments are necessary to help the state win its battle ‎against terrorist movements – particularly in North Sinai.‎
The government-drafted amendments of Egypt's penal code (law no.58/1937) were ‎approved first by parliament's Legislative and Constitutional Affairs Committee in a morning ‎meeting.
Head of the committee Baha eddin Abu Shoqa said the amendments to Article ‎‎102 of the penal code go in line with the state's strategy to toughen penalties on ‎terrorism-related crimes. "The new amendments address a wave of new crimes; that is ‎the use of explosive materials by terrorist groups to cause as much damage as possible," ‎said Abu Shoqa. The MP said that the amendments also aim to impose penalties on those who do not ‎report the illegal possession of explosive materials before they are used in terrorist attacks. ‎
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EGYPT KEEN TO PARTICIPATE IN 6TH REVIEW 
OF UN COUNTER-TERRORISM STRATEGY

Egypt is keen to take part effectively in the Sixth Review of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, which will be conducted in June in New York, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Multilateral Affairs and International Security Ihab Fawzi said.

The visit of Vladimir Voronkov, Head of the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism, comes within the framework of Egypt’s ongoing efforts to strengthen consultations with all international partners, the UN and all relevant international organizations, with the aim of developing the anti-terrorism international system, Fawzi said in a press statement on Wednesday. 
Interior Min.: Egyptians Foiled Schemes of Evil Powers

Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar said that the Egyptians foiled the schemes of the powers of evil when they participated in the June 30 Revolution.

The Egyptian people worked on fighting terrorism and achieving development facing many challenges, he noted.

These remarks came during the speech delivered by Abdel Ghaffar during his participation in the 35th session of the Council of Arab Interior Ministers (CAIM) held in Algeria on Wednesday.

During the meeting, the minister stressed the importance of implementing expanded strategy to eradicate terrorism to attain comprehensive development at all levels.

Abdel Ghaffar conveyed the greeting of President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to the participants of the two-day event, asserting that the get-together comes amid the challenges facing the Arab nation and threatening its stability as well as security. 

Interior Min. urges “Strong Will” to Fight Terrorist Groups

Interior Minister Magdy Abdel Ghaffar stressed on Wednesday the need for a strong will to fight terrorist groups and rioters, who seek to destabilize the region.

Abdel Ghaffar made the remarks during meetings with his Algerian, UAE, Libyan, and Somali counterparts on the sidelines of his participation in the 35th session of the Council of Arab Interior Ministers, currently held in Algeria.

He also called for unifying Arab efforts to foil such destructive plots. 
The meetings tackled means of boosting security cooperation and issues of mutual concern at the Arab level.  

Foreign Ministry Strongly Deplores UN Rights Chief’s Report on Egypt

The Foreign Ministry on Wednesday strongly denounced false allegations, included in a report on Egypt by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, at the Human Rights Council in Geneva.

The fabricated incidents stated in Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein’s report reflects a total disregard for the progress made in the file of human rights in Egypt, the Foreign Ministry said in a statement. 
The Foreign Ministry expressed its astonishment at mentioning Egypt’s upcoming presidential election in the report, based on information described by the UN human rights chief himself as "alleged,” the statement added.

Egypt rejects any attempt to cast doubt on the credibility and integrity of the forthcoming presidential poll without providing any evidence or substantiated information, the statement read.

The Foreign Ministry denies the state’s responsibility for the voluntary withdrawal of potential candidates or for their inability to complete their nomination papers, saying that any legal procedures against any individual are taken based on legal offences, the statement noted.

It is unacceptable to see such explicit support in the remarks of Al Hussein for a terrorist group and its members, as well as continued unfounded accusations regarding the status of non-governmental organizations and media in Egypt, the statement read.

Sisi Calls for Eliminating Obstacles Facing Eni Company 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi has lauded partnership with Italian Eni company, appreciating the company' activities in Egypt and its commitment to abide by the timetable set for developing fields.
During a meeting Wednesday with Chief executive of Eni Claudio Descalzi, the president expressed hope for pursuing partnership with the company to discover more gas fields in Egypt
The president instructed the Ministry of Petroleum to expand intensive cooperation with the Italian company and eliminate all obstacles hindering its activities in Egypt.
Presidential Spokesman Bassam Rady said the meeting, which was attended by Prime Minister Sherif Ismail, Minister of Petroleum Tareq Al Molla and the acting chief of the general intelligence, was part of efforts to follow up the company's activities in Egypt especially after the discovery of Zohr gas field in the Mediterranean.
The Chief executive of the Italian company said Egypt represents one of the most important markets in the light of the promising opportunities in the sector of energy in Egypt. 
He said the Egyptian government is giving more attention to the sector of new and renewable energy. Minister Molla lauded Egypt's successful cooperation with Eni, saying Egypt is now on its way to achieve natural gas self-sufficiency by the end of 2018.

Arab Foreign Ministers Approve Egypt's Suggestion for Combating Terrorism

The Arab League (AL) Council at the level of Arab foreign ministers Wednesday approved a draft resolution on developing the Arab terrorism-combat system.

The draft resolution, submitted by Egypt, calls for ceasing to provide any form of explicit or implicit support for entities or individuals involved in terrorist acts, in addition to rejecting all terror threats.

Also, it criminalizes traveling for the purpose of committing terrorist acts or funding terrorist activities.

The draft resolution sheds light on the importance of strengthening regional and international cooperation to support states' capabilities to counter extremism and international terrorism, while committing to the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. 
The council welcomed the Arab League (AL) Secretary General's decision to create an anti-terrorism department within the structure of the legal affairs sector of the AL's general secretariat. 

The Arab foreign ministers reiterated Wednesday their commitment to maintaining Libya's unity and sovereignty.

In their statement, the top Arab diplomats rejected interference in the domestic affairs of Libya and supported efforts exerted by the presidential council of the national accord government to fight terrorist groups in the country.

They also stressed the need for a political settlement to the Libyan crisis and urged implementing the Libyan political agreement, signed in Skhirat, Morocco, on December 17, 2015.


The Arab ministers also welcomed meetings hosted by Cairo to unify the Libyan military under the command of the presidential council. 
The Arab ministers renewed their firm commitment to preserving the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Syria in accordance with the charter and principles of the Arab League.

The Arab ministers asserted that the Syrian crisis could only be settled through a political solution based on the participation of all Syrian parties, in a way that satisfies the Syrian people's aspirations.

All Syrian parties should abide by the Geneva Communiqué of 30 June, 2012 and all relevant UN resolutions and statements, including the UN Security Council Resolution no. 2254 of 2015, the Arab foreign ministers said. 
Also, they called on the AL to enhance cooperation with the UN to render the Syrian negotiations a success. 
The ministers voiced concern over the ongoing military offensive and violations of de-escalation agreements in a number of areas in Syria.

Moreover, they expressed alarm at the recent military escalation in the northern regions in Syria and rejection of the ongoing military operation by the Turkish armed forces in Afrin region, which in turn could undermine efforts exerted to reach political solutions to the Syrian crisis.
The ministers condemned the intensive military bombardment, which targets civilians, infrastructure and medical facilities in the eastern Ghouta, in a gross violation of the international humanitarian law. 
They urged all parties to fulfill their obligations and allow immediate access to humanitarian assistance as stated in the UN Security Council Resolution no. 2401 of 2018. 
The ministers stressed their support for measures taken by the legitimate Yemeni government of President Abd Rabbu Mansour Hadi to normalize the situation on the ground, end the Houthi coup and restore security and stability across the nation.
The ministers reaffirmed their commitment to preserving the unity, integrity and independence of Yemen, in addition to rejecting any attempt to interfere in the country’s internal affairs. 
Also, the Arab foreign ministers voiced their support of the Yemeni government's stance and its adherence to the three references; the Gulf initiative, the outcome of the national dialogue conference, and the UN Security Council resolution no. 2216. 
The Arab Foreign MInisters reaffirmed support for a plan presented by Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas before the UN Security Council on February 20 to achieve peace.

They   demanded the establishment of a multilateral international mechanism under the umbrella of the UN to broker the Middle East peace process, in addition to holding an international conference to revive the stalled peace talks within a specific time frame and based on the resolutions of international legitimacy and the principle of land for peace, as well as a two-state solution on the borders of 1967.

The Arab foreign ministers reaffirmed their commitment to peace as a strategic option and to the 2002 Arab peace initiative to put an end the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

They slammed repeated violations committed by Jewish settlers against Al Aqsa Mosque under the protection of the Israeli government.

The Arab foreign ministers expressed their support for the Palestinian attempts to obtain a full UN membership.

They called for stepping up contacts and exchanging visits with the states that have not yet recognized the state of Palestine to take such a move. 
They said Trump administration’s decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and move the US embassy to the holy city constitutes a violation of the international law and international legitimacy resolutions and encourages the Israeli government  to further proceed with the practices of injustice through breaching the rights of Palestinian Muslims and Christians in Jerusalem.

Shoukry to His Sudanese Counterpart: we are Keen to eliminate any Obstacles  

Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry renewed Egypt's keenness on removing obstacles hindering its relations with Sudan.

He pointed out to the depth of historical ties binding the two nations.

These remarks came during Shoukry's meeting with his Sudanese counterpart Ibrahim Ghandour on the sidelines of the meetings of the Arab League Council at the level of foreign ministers.

Shoukry and Ghandour probed means of enhancing bilateral ties and regional issues of common interest.

Both ministers discussed the latest developments of the Renaissance Dam negotiations as well as means of implementing recommendations issued by the tripartite committee comprising Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia on the sidelines of the last African summit held in Addis Ababa, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Ahmed Abu Zeid. 

Russian Industrial Zone to be Set Up in East Port Said

The Cabinet approved Wednesday an agreement to establish a Russian industrial zone in East Port Said with $7 billion in investments, according to a Cabinet statement.

The zone is set to be built on a 5.25 million square-meter plot of land over three phases.

The industrial zone is expected to generate 35,000 jobs.
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DAESH PROPAGANDA VIDEO SHOWS DEADLY AMBUSH 
ON US SOLDIERS IN NIGER

A disturbing new video released by Daesh shows the dramatic militant ambush in Niger last October that left four US Special Forces soldiers dead.

Staff Sgt. Bryan Black, Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Johnson, Sgt. La David Johnson and Staff Sgt. Dustin Wright were killed as they returned from a low-risk patrol in Tongo Tongo with 30 Nigerian and up to 11 American soldiers.

The more than nine-minute video was taken with a helmet camera worn by Johnson, according to BBC, which viewed the video. It was released by Daesh Sunday.

The graphic footage begins with the Green Berets trying to take cover behind an SUV as Daesh militants surround them. The soldiers fire colored smoke grenades in hopes of alerting friendly aircraft overhead before running for cover – but it’d be another two hours before French aircraft would arrive.

One of the soldiers is struck by a bullet and dragged by another behind the SUV.

At one point, Johnson goes down screaming as armed Daesh fighters come into view. One last shot apparently fired at point-blank range then fills the screen. The camera cuts off.

The video also shows still photos of the bodies of the slain American soldiers and evidence that their bodies were mutilated, the Mail reported.

The Pentagon is expected to release findings from its investigation into the Niger attack later this week. It has not yet commented on the new video.

President Trump sparked outrage after telling Johnson’s widow that the Green Beret “knew what he signed up for … but when it happens, it hurts anyway.”
AL SHOROUK 7/3/2018
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
ARAB FOREIGN MINISTERS TO DISCUSS PREPARATIONS 
FOR ARAB SUMMIT IN RIYADH

The 149th session of the Arab League Council of Foreign Ministers will be held Wednesday in Cairo. 

They are expected to discuss the preparation of the next Arab summit and political developments in a number of Arab countries.

The next Arab summit will be held in the Saudi capital Riyadh late March.
The session is expected to discuss the pan-Arab plans for countering terrorism and what has been achieved over the past years. 

It is expected to address the issues of Yemen, Syria, Libya, and Somalia mainly the threats posed by Houthis, al-Qaeda and Daesh.

AL SHOROUK 7/3/2018
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EGYPT NOT TO ACCEPT ANY TYPE OF SIT-INS OR PROTESTS: 

 PARLIAMENT SPEAKER

Egyptian Parliament Speaker Ali Abdel Aal said during a Tuesday parliamentary session that the Egyptian state will not accept the presence of any sit-ins or protests, noting that these acts are part of an old era.

He added that demanding rights through illegal channels are not acceptable, in reference to the sit-ins and protests. 

Abdel Aal’s statements came while members of Parliament were discussing recent sit-ins organized by workers at the National Cement Company.

AL SHOROUK 7/3/2018
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SUDANESE AMBASSADOR TO CAIRO RETURNS 
TO EGYPT AFTER DIPLOMATIC SPAT

The Sudanese ambassador to Cairo Abdel Mohamoud Abdel al-Halim returned to Egypt on Monday to resume his duties, nearly two months after he was recalled for “consultations” by Sudan. 

Haliem left Cairo on January 5 after the Sudanese Foreign Ministry decided to recall him following news reports in Ethiopia claiming that Egypt was seeking to exclude Sudan from the tripartite negotiations over the impacts of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) which currently under construction.

Another source of tensions between Egypt and Sudan is the dispute over the Halayeb and Shalateen region. Sudan accuses Egypt of occupying the territory, while Egypt says it is rightfully under its sovereignty.

Sudan’s Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Ghandour has said that Egypt and Sudan agreed not to escalate the dispute regarding the Halayeb and Shalateen area, instead leaving the matter to the presidents of the two countries.

In a recent statement, Ghandour described Sudanese-Egyptian relations as historic and undeniable, saying that the two neighbors have at times suffered from ups and downs, but never reached the level of a confrontation. 

 Al-Masry Al-Youm, 7/3/2018
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PARL. AMENDS LAW TO JAIL TERRORISTS’ FAMILY MEMBERS 
IN CASES OF NON-REPORTING

The House of Representatives approved on Tuesday a bill with amendments to the Penal Code, allowing authorities to jail family members of defendants charged with possessing explosive materials in cases where family members were aware of and covering up the crime. 

The bill, which the government proposed to parliament, initially included a clause exempting the husband, wife, and relatives from any punishment in cases where they were aware of the defendant’s possession of explosive materials. Parliament, however, passed the bill after removing this clause.

Removing the clause stirred controversy during Tuesday’s general session. MP Talaat Khalil objected to its removal, arguing that “it is irrational that a father or mother reports their son, or vice versa. This goes against logic.”

MP Diaa Eddin Dawoud also opposed the removal, saying it may be unconstitutional.

However, MP Mohamed Abu Hamed saw logic in its removal. He said that the philosophy of the article is to eliminate the environment that incubates terrorism, even if it requires targeting the people closest to the alleged terrorist. “This paragraph eliminates the terrorist elements, because the father who is covering up his son opens the door to the fall of a large number of victims,” he said.

Parliament Speaker Ali Abdelaal spoke of the “bitter reality” of terrorism. He said there have been “many crimes in which the perpetrator [was] covered up by his family and close relatives: mother, father, brother, and son.” In such cases, he continued, “it becomes more complicated, especially in places of a tribal nature, where you can’t know the place of the culprit.”

Head of the Legislative and Constitutional Affairs Committee, Bahaa Abo Shaqa, said that the amendments to the law indicate the necessity of combining the efforts of all state institutions in supporting every effort exerted by the armed forces and the police in order to achieve security, safety, and to preserve the capabilities of the Egyptian state, in the light of the comprehensive military operation ‘Sinai 2018’.

“If a father knew that his son possessed explosives and is heading to blow up an institution in the state, is it permissible to exempt him from punishment so that he can cause a disaster?” said Shaqa.

 Al-Masry Al-Youm, 7/3/2018
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PARL. AMENDS LAW TO ALLOW PRIVATE SECTOR TO MANAGE RAILWAYS

The House of Representatives approved on Sunday a bill amending certain provisions of Law No. 152 of 1980 establishing the National Railways Authority, including allowing private actors to manage and operate the national railway network. 

The amendment allows parties from outside the National Railway Authority, including ordinary citizens and legal entities, to participate along with the National Railways Authority in the management, operation, and maintenance of the railway network and equipment as well as their development and consolidation.

The amendments stipulate that those franchised shall be chosen within a framework of competition and the franchise period shall not exceed 15 years. The authorities will determine the ways of technical and financial supervision and follow-up to ensure the smooth and regular operation of the facility in question.

The rules and procedures also state that the prime minister must grant the franchise approval and specify the terms and conditions of the agreement and share it with the government, which needs to approve it.

Those franchised must maintain the facilities in place and make them usable throughout the franchise period, and all the facilities shall be transferred to the state at the end of the franchise period free of charge and in good working condition.

The bill allows the National Railways Authority to set up joint companies alone or with other partners. The shares of these companies shall be traded as soon as they are established. The employees of the Authority shall have priority in buying up to 10 percent of these shares, in order for the authority to achieve its stated purposes. 

Minister of Transport Hisham Arafat said in September that the concession would be given to the private sector because the authority cannot bear the expenditures of operating all the lines, explaining that it was serving six million passengers annually in 1952, a number that has climbed to 350 million today.

AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 5/3/2018
AG/MA

RAILWAY SYSTEM NOT BEEN DEVELOPED FOR 60 YEARS:  

TRANSPORT MINISTER

Minister of Transport Hesham Arafat took responsibility for the Beheira train collision which killed 15 people on Wednesday, admitting that “the railway system has not been developed in 60 years.” 

Parliamentarians criticized Arafat on Sunday, as well as the Egypt National Railways Authority, after yet another fatal Egyptian railway accident.

During the parliament’s general session, Speaker of the House of Representatives Ali Abdelaal blasted the railway system as “out of date,” saying it needs huge investments to modernize it.

Abdelaal added that the state “must participate with the private sector like Arab and foreign countries did. If the state budget was totally used to reform the railway authority, it will not be enough [to modernize it].

Meanwhile, Arafat took responsibility saying “I confirm to you I am responsible.” He noted that the ministry has prepared a plan to improve the country’s trains, but admitted that progress has been slow.

“We have 900 train vehicles under development, but they have not been completed. Only their metal iron and tiles were changed.”

“There is also a maintenance problem,” he said, “we have engine transport vehicles which have been moving on the railroads since 1970, although they were meant to work only for 12 years.”

Arafat spoke of issues facing the entire railway transport system, expanding beyond the trains themselves. “The problem is not only limited to locomotives and vehicles, signals are also a major problem.”

He continued, “85 percent of signals work mechanically, dependent on a human element, while 15 percent of signals rely on electricity.”

“98 percent of accidents [were caused by] electric signal [failures] over the past 30 years,” he said.

Arafat affirmed that the railway authority is implementing LE55 billion into projects which will be complete in 2022, to improve the current locomotives.

Another 100 locomotives which were provided to Egypt in 2008 are being repaired.

 AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 5/3/2018
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GERMANS MAIN TOURIST GROUP TO HURGHADA IN FEBRUARY

The Red Sea Chamber of Tourist Companies revealed on Wednesday that tourist arrivals to Hurghada reached 174,000 from 27 different countries in February. 

According to the Chamber’s statistics, the number of tourist arrivals increased by 20,000 compared to January. German guests ranked first at 94,000 visitors, accounting for 70 percent of the total number of tourists in February.

British tourists ranked second, reaching 20,000 in February, representing an increase of 5,000 people compared to January.

British global travel company Thomas Cook increased flights to Hurghada and Marsa Alam to 98 monthly charter flights with an average of 90 flights to Hurghada and 8 flights to Marsa Alam.

The company will organize an additional 10 flights to Hurghada in the summer of 2019.

Meanwhile, member of the Steering Committee of the Chamber of Tourism Companies Ihab Shokry said that Egypt will participate in the Berlin Tourism Exchange on Wednesday with 80 Egyptian hotels and tourist companies in the Red Sea, South Sinai and Luxor expected to attend. More than 10,000 expiators and 120,000 professionals from 187 countries will participate in Berlin Tourism Exchange on area of 160,000 square meters.

Egypt has been struggling to revive its tourism sector since a Russian passenger plane crashed in late 2015 over the Sinai, killing everyone onboard. The Islamic State-affiliated Sinai Province group took responsibility for downing the aircraft.

 AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 7/3/2018
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EGYPT TOURISM SECTOR BEGINNING TO RECOVER AFTER 
SUCCESSFUL YEAR: MINISTER

Minister of Tourism Rania al-Mashat said on Monday that the tourism sector is beginning to recover, pointing to the significant increase in tourists entering Egypt in 2017. 

Mashat made the remarks during a meeting with a media delegation representing Austrian newspapers as part of a press trip organized by the Tourism Promotion Authority from March 1 to 5 that took place in the framework of improving Egypt’s image abroad.

During the meeting, she said that Egypt is taking serious steps to restore the country its position on the world tourism map, stressing that it is a unique destination with unlimited possibilities and that its diversity contributes to attracting different types of tourists.

In response to a question about hotel capacity in Egypt and its ability to absorb the increase in the number of incoming tourists, she said, “There are about 200,000 hotel rooms in Egypt.”

She added that the government is now establishing new cities adhering to global standards, such as the new city of Alamein on the northern coast, which will be a residential, industrial and tourism-integrated city, and will have about 25,000 hotel rooms, and can be reached through three airports; Borg al-Arab, Alamein, and the Marsa Matrouh.

Mashat said that her ministry attaches great importance to cultural tourism, as Egypt possesses treasures that are unmatched in the world, and its land still conceals many of the secrets that are unveiled from time to time, pointing to recent archaeological discoveries. 

The minister pointed out that the Grand Egyptian Museum will be opened at the end of 2018, and it will be a great archaeological monument.

On tourism cooperation between Egypt and neighboring countries, Mashat stressed that the ministry is ready to cooperate and exchange tourism with all countries and gave an example of the cooperation between Egypt, Cyprus and Greece in cruise tourism trips.

Al-Masry Al-Youm, 5/3/2018
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GOV'T TO RAISE DOLLAR PRICE IN NEW BUDGET: REUTERS
Egypt’s 2018-19 government budget will assume an exchange rate of 17.5 Egyptian pounds per dollar, Reuters quoted three government sources as saying on Tuesday. 

The rate the sources cited would represent a slight strengthening of the pound, which is currently around 17.6 to the dollar. 

It is a weaker rate than the rate announced by the finance ministry, which was 16 pounds per dollar. 

The pound halved in value after Egypt floated the currency in November 2016, and has barely strengthened since then despite an improvement in some economic indicators. 

 AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 7/3/2018
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EGYPT TO CONSTRUCT FIRST PUMPED-STORAGE HYDROPOWER PLANT: 
MINISTER

Minister of Electricity Mohamed Shaker said on Monday that contracts have been signed for constructing a pumped-storage hydropower plant in Suez in June. 

Shaker added that the power station, to be located at Jabal Ataqa, will be the first in the Middle East to generate electricity from hydropower at a capacity of 2,400 megawatts produced from new and renewable sources. The energy will be put in long-term storage and will be used in times of need.

The project is launched in cooperation with Chinese state-owned hydropower engineering company Sinohydro through a 100 percent concessional financing agreement.

The minister pointed out that measures are currently being taken to establish electricity production plants using clean coal technology with capacities of up to 6000 megawatts in Al-Hamrawain on the Red Sea coast with the participation of Japanese, Chinese and American companies. The alliance of the main partner companies in the project will soon be announced, Shaker said.

Egypt has been suffering from an energy crisis in the past few years, with power outages reaching a peak in 2014. The Egyptian government claims that the problem has completely been overcome since June 2015.

The Electricity Ministry says it plans to upgrade old power stations in cooperation with specialized companies in order to reduce fuel consumption and optimize the operation of these stations. 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi said in a recent speech reviewing his first presidential term, that ending the power crises that hit Egypt in 2014 came as one of the main priorities of his presidential agenda. The administration worked to double power stations in Egypt to sustain an estimated 25,000 megawatts, he added.

 AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 6/3/2018
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CAIRO LOCAL AUTHORITIES BEGIN REDEVELOPMENT OF DOWNTOWN STOCK EXCHANGE AREA

Cairo governor Atef Abdel Hamid announced the start of development of the Stock Exchange area in downtown Cairo as part of a comprehensive plan to restore the Khedive architectural style of downtown Cairo by reconstructing buildings and facades, to turn the area into an open museum. 

Abdel Hamid said in a press statement on Monday that the Stock Exchange area includes 23 buildings, 17 of which are currently under development through funding worth approximately LE5 million, provided by the National Bank of Egypt (NBE).

The NBE will also finance the development of 12,000 sq meters of the surrounding pedestrian streets in the area, he added.

The governor said owners of closed down shops can reopen them, after they coordinate with authorities and obtain relevant licenses regarding their shop’s activities.

Saeed al-Bahr, Director of Khedive Cairo Development Project, said that the Stock Exchange area is located between Qasr al-Nile Street, Mohamed Sabry Abu Alam Street, al-Qady al-Fadel Street, and Elwy street. It is being developed with funding from major economic entities such as banks and companies, he said.

Meanwhile, the Cosmopolitan Hotel building has been redeveloped by its owners, and the Suez Canal Bank building has also been redeveloped with a funding of LE500,000 provided by the bank. The bank provided another LE500,000 for the development of the surrounding area, according to Bahr.

Streets will be repaved and the elevation of sidewalks will be adjusted. Additionally, lighting poles will be installed, trees will be trimmed, and fences will be painted as part of the project, said Bahr.

 AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 6/3/2018
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DOZENS SMASH POLICE CARS AFTER MAN KILLED BY OFFICER AT CAFÈ 
IN DAKAHLIA

Dozens smash police cars after man killed by officer at cafè in Dakahlia

Angry mobs in el-Manzala city of al-Dakahlia governorate accused a police officer of shooting a man to death at a cafe on Tuesday. 

A large number of the victim’s relatives gathered at Manazala General Hospital and smashed two police vehicles, blocked the traffic at the road next to the hospital, set fire to tires, broke into the reception of the hospital and broke the morgue door.

The prosecutor office in Manzala is investigating the incident, inspected the scene of the incident, and ordered the forensic medicine department to do an autopsy of the body to determine the cause of death.

Police received a report regarding the death of Mohamed Khattab, 34, after a first lieutenant from Manzala police station opened fire at a café during a patrol in el-Gouna neighborhood. Large numbers of the residents gathered and the police fled the scene.

Eyewitnesses said that when the officer passed by a cafe a man rushed out to escape the police and the officer fired several shots.

One of these shots hit Khattab, who was passing by the area, and a large number of citizens gathered around the body and smashed the police car, and tried to kill the officer who fled the scene.

However, sources in Dakahlia Security Directorate said that the victim was killed by mistake, and that the leadership of the Security Directorate moved to the location of the incident and tried to calm the crowd. 
They promised the citizens to investigate the incident saying they will look into the investigation of the Public Prosecution, and that victim’s rights won’t be lost.

 AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 7/3/2018
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MO SALAH RANKS THIRD IN GOLDEN SHOE COMPETITION

Egyptian and Liverpool star Mohamed Salah climbed up to third place in Europe’s ‘Golden Shoe’ award given to Europe’s top scorers, after his goal in Liverpool’s 2-0 victory over Newcastle United on Saturday took his English Premier League goals tally to 24, equal with Tottenham Hotspur’s Harry Kane. 

Salah has currently garnered 48 points in the Golden Shoe list, moving up from fourth last week, when he had 46 points.

Although Salah ranks third, he boasts an equal number of points with the top two in the list, Uruguay and PSG’s Edinson Cavani and Lionel Messi, as well as Kane, who fell to fourth place. Each has gained 48 points after scoring 24 goals in their respective domestic leagues this season.

Cavani ranks first because his 24 goals have come in just 25 matches. Messi, meanwhile, scored his goals in 27 matches, while Salah scored his in 28 matches.

Italy and Lazio striker Ciro Immobile slipped to fifth place with 46 points from his 23 goals after ranking third last week.

Meanwhile, Benfica’s Brazilian striker, Jonas Oliviera, ranks sixth with 45 points from 30 goals, while Argentina’s Manchester City forward Sergio Aguero ranks seventh with 42 points from 21 goals.

PSG star Neymar, Bayern Munich’s Robert Lewandowski, and Barcelona’s Luis Suarez rank eighth, ninth, and tenth respectively.

 AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 5/3/2018
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FRENCH MEDIA FIGURES PROMOTE TOURISM IN EGYPT

Egypt's tourism office in France, headed by Adel Al-Masry, cooperated with the Arab World Institute's chief Jack Lang to plan a visit for France's media and journalism figures to Cairo, Alexandria and Suez and Port Said's landmarks. 

The visit that kicked off on Monday, March 5, and lasts till March 12, includes convening with officials in the New Administrative Capital, Suez Canal and The Bibliotheca Alexandrina.

For his part, Al-Masry said that such a visit aims at engaging France's most influential media figures in correcting Egypt's image among the French; to attract the French tourists back to Egypt. 

The head of Egypt's tourism office in Paris pointed out that the French visit coincides with the inauguration of the Suez Canal National Museum, adding that the museum, which exhibits the canal's history since the pharaohs to the 21st century, would be hosted by the Arab World Institute from March 28 to August 5, before moving to Marseille from October 17 to March 31 2019, then back to Egypt.

He asserted that the museum sheds light on the political, economic and cultural renaissance of Egypt.   

AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, MARCH 7   
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ARAB & WORLD AFFAIRS

EMAILS SHOW UAE-LINKED EFFORT AGAINST TILLERSON

The BBC has obtained leaked emails that show a lobbying effort to get US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson sacked for failing to support the United Arab Emirates against regional rival Qatar.

Major Trump fundraiser and UAE-linked businessman Elliott Broidy met US President Donald Trump in October 2017 and urged him to sack Mr Tillerson, the emails reveal.

In other emails, he calls the top US diplomat "a tower of Jello", "weak" and says he "needs to be slammed".

Mr Broidy says Qatar hacked his emails.

"We have reason to believe this hack was sponsored and carried out by registered and unregistered agents of Qatar seeking to punish Mr Broidy for his strong opposition to state-sponsored terrorism," a spokesman for the businessman said.

He said some of the emails "may have been altered" but did not elaborate. 

Saudi Arabia, UAE and a number of Arab countries cut diplomatic ties with Qatar in June 2017 over its alleged support for terrorism, a claim which it denies. The unprecedented move was seen as a major split between powerful Gulf countries, who are also close US allies.

Qatari officials denied the claims in a statement to the BBC.

Its communications office said: "Qatar would like to state unequivocally that it has not engaged in or committed any of the alleged accusations made falsely by Mr Broidy, nor has it engaged or paid anyone to do so. 

"We believe that Mr Broidy's baseless accusations are simply a diversionary tactic to distract attention from the serious allegations against himself and his client the Government of the United Arab Emirates. 

"The Government of Qatar reserves its right to taking any necessary legal action as the victim of false allegations by Mr Broidy or others."

Mr Broidy's defence company Circinus has hundreds of millions of dollars worth of contracts with the UAE, according to the New York Times newspaper. 

He had recently returned from the UAE when he met Mr Trump at the White House in October.

According to a memorandum he prepared of the meeting, Mr Broidy urged continued support of US allies the UAE and Saudi Arabia and advised Mr Trump against getting involved in last year's row with Qatar.

Mr Broidy called Qatar "a television station with a country" - alluding to broadcaster Al Jazeera - and said it was doing "nothing positive", according to the emails.

He said he touted a regional counter-terrorism force being set up by the UAE that his company was involved with, and suggested that the US president "sit down" with Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, the crown prince of Abu Dhabi and a top UAE military commander.

"I offered that MBZ [the crown prince] is available to come to the US very soon and preferred a quiet meeting in New York or New Jersey. President Trump agreed that a meeting with MBZ was a good idea," Mr Broidy wrote in an email. 

He also said he advised the president on Mr Tillerson - who was "performing poorly and should be fired at a politically convenient time".
MrHYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-40232856" HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-40232856"TillersonHYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-40232856" had HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-40232856"criticisedHYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-40232856" the blockade of Qatar and called for it to be eased, in comments that contrasted with Mr Trump's support for the move.
Mr Tillerson spent most of the first year in his position embattled and weakened.
Last autumn, in a rare move for the soft-spoken secretary, the state department held a press conference in which HYPERLINK "https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/tillerson-s-fury-trump-required-intervention-pence-n806451"MrHYPERLINK "https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/tillerson-s-fury-trump-required-intervention-pence-n806451" HYPERLINK "https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/tillerson-s-fury-trump-required-intervention-pence-n806451"TillersonHYPERLINK "https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/tillerson-s-fury-trump-required-intervention-pence-n806451" pushed back against reports he had called the president "a moron".
AL SHROUK FEB.7
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QAEDA LEADER ZAWAHIRI URGES NORTH AFRICAN MUSLIMS 
FIGHT AGAINST FRANCE

Al Qaeda Leader Ayman al Zawahiri urged North African Muslims to fight against French soldiers, who he clams have returned to the region to occupy their lands.

In a message entitled “France Has Returned Oh Descendants of the Lions, Zawahiri, who addressed Muslims in the Maghreb, praised the historic, local resistance to foreign “invaders,” while also calling for continued jihad against all those who oppose the implementation of Sharia.
 “I would like to direct these words of mine to our Muslim Ummah in the Islamic Maghreb, and I say to it: You have been – throughout the history of Islam – an impervious shield for your Ummah against invaders and aggressors,” Zawahiri says at the opening of his remarks.
The al Qaeda leader lauds those who have resisted the French, Italians, Spanish and English in the region, saying the Muslim community “continues to resist and fight, even forcing the disbelieving invader to leave, and leaving behind its supporters, who are of our skin and speak with our tongue.”
Al-Masry Al-Youm, 7/3/2018
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GREECE ISSUES FORMAL COMPLAINT TO EU AND NATO OVER DETENTION 
OF SOLDIERS IN TURKEY
Turkish authorities detained two Greek servicemen last week after they crossed the shared border during a patrol. A Greek court in turn has rejected a Turkish extradition request for a suspected Kurdish militant.
Greek Defense Minister Panos Kamenos said on Tuesday that he had issued a formal complaint to the European Commission (EC) and NATO over the detention of two Greek soldiers in Turkey.
"It is an issue for the EU," Kamenos told reporters in Brussels.
The EC released a statement later, simply saying it hoped "for a swift and positive outcome of this issue, in the spirit of good neighborly relations."
Greece's Kamenos said he hoped that raising the issue with NATO, of which both Greece and Turkey are members, would put further pressure on Ankara to release the servicemen.
Turkey detained the two Greek soldiers — a lieutenant and a sergeant — last week after they crossed the shared border into Turkish territory. The pair were later formally arrested on espionage charges.
The soldiers maintain that they were following footprints in the heavy snow, possibly made by migrants, and crossed the border into Turkey by accident.
AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, 7/3/2018
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C O L U M N S

CHARGE OF "SELLING EGYPT TO THE GULT"

EMAD EDDIN ADIB

We have  got bored.  Whenever there is  an Egyptian – Gulf encounter, Egypt is accused of  selling "land and honour in return of  few dollars to the oil-rich countries."
Such cheap charge is not used except with Egypt's dealing with the Arab Gulf states. This is not said about the relationship between the United States and the Gulf states. Such a relation which started since 1963 and continued since then.
All world countries have been keen, throughout history, to  share benefits and interests, and they not regard this as a violation of the sovereignty or a concession of dignity.
The language of interests is a respectable and practical language for all sides of the civilized world, provided that in the exchange of interests and benefits there is no pressure, coercion or imposition of prejudice on the dignity or national sovereignty of any party.
The reader of history knows that geography imposed on Egypt and its brothers in the Gulf the responsibility of maintaining the  security of the Red Sea region and its countries, and that contemporary history confirms that the security of Egypt affects the Gulf and the security of the Arab Gulf is a governing element in the safety of the passage of goods and individuals in the Suez Canal.

The Egyptian rapprochement with the Gulf moderate camp (Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait and Bahrain) in the face of Qatari madness and conspiracies drives some parties mad.

This state of madness  increases with every visit by  a Gulf guest to Egypt. It was noticed with the visits of  UAE Crown Prince Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed of Egypt, and when President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi visited the UAE three weeks ago.

Today, the same voices are heard with the visit of  Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to Egypt.

However, such a visit is aimed primarily at coordination, support and strengthening of positions and interests of the parties.

It is naïve to say that both the Egyptian and Saudi sides are not seeking to get anything from each other.

Thus, negotiations between all countries take place that way and this is the aim of exchanging visits, meetings and talks.

"Maximizing benefits, strengthening relationships and reaching the common interests of the two parties to the highest extent" is the only language understood by today's world.

it is worth noting that Saudi Arabia's investments in Egypt amount to $ 6.1 billion, accounting for 11% of total global investments in Egypt. Egyptian investments in Saudi Arabia are $ 1.1 billion.

The volume of trade exchange between Egypt and the UAE is $ 3.3 billion and the volume of UAE investments in Egypt is $ 6.6 billion.

This language is the only language the world deals with in the ASEAN, NAFTA, EU, or any other economic bloc in the world.

Let us stop the slander and slander and deal with things in the language of the respected era.

AL WATAN MARCH 5, 2018 
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A NEW SECTARIANISM- FREE ERA WELCOMED
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi stressed during the inauguration of some projects in the new cities that "with each mosque built, a church should be built as well". The president asserted that Christians will get full rights in new cities as happened in the old cities, just as these cities abandoned randomness, "let it renounce religious sectarianism", writes Hamdy Rizq in Al-Masry Al-Youm.
The time of religious sectarianism is gone and we are now entering a new one in which good citizenship principles prevail under the law and constitution.
The president was clear about it: No mosque shall be built without a church. 
Unfortunately, there are some people among us who deny Christians' rights in their home land; and this must come to an end.
In mapping the nation's road to future, President Sisi voiced clear belief in maintaining equality among citizens through adjusting legal status of 53 churches and affiliated community service buildings, in accordance to Article 8 of  2016 on regulating the construction and restoration of churches.
In my viewpoint, the president's statements were the most proper thing despite conspirers against this issue.  It is not surprise that the  president visits Egypt's Coptic cathedral on Christmas every year since coming into office, ordered the reconstruction of all churches burnt by "Muslim Brotherhood" supporters following Rabaa events, and built Egypt's largest cathedral in the New Administrative Capital. 

The person, who is bold enough to do all this, is definitely capable of, not only opening the doors of all closed churches, but even building more of them.
.When the law is applied decisively; we won't find churches unjustly closed, 
AL-MASRY AL-YOUM, MARCH 3
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THE ARMY AND FREEDOM
There is neither comparison nor contrast between being proud of our armed and police forces, and our belief in freedom. We are not facing different choices as some people, who are trying to start a battle, say. On the contrary, they both walk side by side on the same route, i.e., the hearts of Egyptians, but only true patriots who adore their home country, writes Tarek Al-Shenawy in an article in Al-Masry Al-Youm.
We support with all our hearts the armed forces in their war to root out terrorism. We value those courageous men who risk themselves to defend Egypt and its citizens. You have every right to disagree with the president politically, yet you can never do that when it comes to our home land.
Surely, President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi's announcement to consider any defamation of security forces high treason does not include fictional characters. Portraying a fictional character that belongs to any of the two institutions in a negative way would never be regarded as treason. For instance, when a TV show has a fictional corrupt judge character, it cannot be considered an insult to judicial authority; for this tackles an individual case without generalization.
It should be taken into consideration that all through history the armed forces were always held dear by the Egyptians; for they have never raised their weapons in the face of people. Moreover, if it was not for the army's support of the public demands voiced during January 25 Revolution; it would not have managed to topple Mubarak's regime and foil his plan to pass down power to his son.
 In our conscience as Egyptians, the army has always been highly appreciated; which is reflected in many great Egyptian movies like: "Back Again", "The River of Love", and "The Innocent".
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ITB BERLIN KICKS OFF WEDNESDAY
Egypt makes a strong participation this year in the Internationale Tourismus-Börse (ITB Berlin), which kicks off Wednesday and run through March 11 with a delegation led by Minister of Tourism Rania al-Mashat, comprising Minister of Civil Aviation Sherif Fatehi and governors of South Sinai and the Red Sea, according to Al-Masry Al-Youm newspaper.

The ITB Berlin is the world's largest tourism trade fair. The companies represented at the fair include hotels, tourist boards, tour operators, system providers, airlines and car rental companies.

In this year’s edition, Egypt seeks making the best use of the event to get better chances in global competition over the German tourist market, the best gate for Europe, now that Germany topped the list of markets exporting tourism to Egypt with more than one-million tourists last year.

Sources told al-Masry al-Youm that Mashat, after the finalization of the ITB activities, will head for London to held extensive meetings with tour organizers in the British market to discuss the return of journeys to Egypt.

Mohamed Abdel-Gabbar, director of the Egyptian ITB office in Berlin, said the Egyptian participation in the 52nd edition of the event will take place through a hall over a space of 1220 square meters with more than 100 hotels and tourist agents, as well as EgyptAir.

“The minister’s agenda is busy with more than 65 meetings over the days of the event with tour operators, travel agents, media people and Bundestag members so as to urge them to increase reservations to Egypt,” Abdel-Gabbar said in statements, praising the efforts exerted by Badr Abdel-Aati, Egypt’s ambassador in Berlin.

He said that 187 countries and 10,000 exhibitors will participate in the ITB event that is expected to draw about 165,000 visitors of tourism professionals and ordinary people.

Ambassador Abdel-Aati said there is coordination at the highest levels between the Egyptian and German authorities in order for the Egyptian tourism sector to restore its vehemence and capability to receive German tourists.
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